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ADVERTISEMENT 

FROM THE 

FRENCH PRINTER. 

THE Public have been long inform- 
ed that the Marquis de Chaftellux 
had written Journals of his Travels in 
North America, and they feem to have 
wifhed to fee thofe Journals more generally 
diflfufed. The Author, who had arranged 
Ithem folely for himfelf and fol- his friends, 
lias conftantly refufed to make them pub- 
lic until this moment. The 6rfl: and molt 
confiderable, in fa£t, were printed in Ame^- 
rica ; but only twenty-four impreflions were 
ftruck off, and this with no other view 
than to avoid the multiplying of copies, 
which were becomeindifpenfablynecelTary, 
in a country and at a time when there was 
very little hope of any packets reaching 
Europe, but by the means of duplicates. 
BelideS that, he thought proper to avail 
himfelf of the fmall printing prefs on board 
the fquadrOn at Rhode Ifland. Of thefe 
twenty ^four impreflions, not above ten or 
A a twelve 
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iv ADVERTiSEMENt FROM 

twelve reached Europe, and the Author 
had addreffed them all to perfons on whom 
he could rely, and whom he had requeft- 
ed not to fufFer any copies to be taken- 
The curiofity, however, which every thing 
refpe61ing America at that time infpired, 
excited much anxiety to read them. They 
pafled fucceflively through a great many- 
hands, and there is reafon to believe that 
the readers have not all been equally fcru- 
pulous ; nor can it even be doubted that 
there exift fqme manufcript copies, which 
being haftily executed, may be prefumed 
to be incorre£l. 

In the fpring of 1782, the Marquis de 
Chaftellux made a journey into Upper Vir- 
ginia ; and, in the autumn of the fame 
year, another into the States of Maflachuf- 
fets, and New Hamplhire, and the back 
part of Pennfy Ivania. According to cuftom, 
he wrote journals of thefe expeditions ; but, 
being on his return to Europe, he referved 
them to himfelf. Thefe therefore are 
known only to a few friends, to whom he 
lent them ; for he invariably denied the re- 
queft of many perfons, and particularly our 
own, 
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own, to empower us to lay them before 
the Public. One of his friends however, 
who has a very extenJive correfpondence 
in foreign countries, having , prefled him 
much to furnilh him with at leafl a few 
detached extracts from thefe journals, for 
the purpofe of inferting them in a perio- 
dical work printed at Gotha, the objeft of 
which~is to collefl: fuch works as have not 
been made public, he confented; and, 
during a whole year, there appeared in each 
number of this Journal a few pages taken 
here and there from thofe of the Marquis 
de Ghaftellux. Thefe extrads were not iri 
a regular feries, and were indifferently, 
taken from the firft and fecond parts of the 
Travels. The Author had ufed this pre- 
caution, to prevent the foreign booksellers 
from colleding them, and impoiing them 
on the public as a complete work. Expe- 
rience has proved the infufficiency of this 
precaution. A printer of Caffel, without 
any fcniple, has collected thefe detached 
extraSs, and without announcing that they 
had no coherency, has printed them under 
■ the title of Voyages de Monfieur le Chevalier 
de Chajtelluxt the nanae the author bore 
two years ago. Ths 
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vi ADVERTISEMENT, &c. 

The publication of a work fo mutibted 
and unmethodical, and which the Marquis 
de Chaftellux by no means expefted, fo far 
from flattering, could notbutbedifpleafing 
to him. We deemed this a proper oppor- 
tunity for renewing our inftances to him, 
and have, in confluence, obtained his ori- , 
ginal manufcript, to which he has been 
jJeafed to Annex the charts and plgjis we 
have made ufc of. We have loft no time 
in giving it to the public, and have exert- 
ed the utmoft pains to render it, from the 
execution, worthy of the importance of the 
fubjefl:, and of the name *md. reputation of 
the Author. 

The two geographical charts.point out, 
with the greateft accuracy, not only the 
country which the Author has travelled 
through, but all the places at which he 
Hopped, and which he has., mentioned in 
his Journals. Tor the two charts, we arc 
in great meafure indebted to M. Dezoteux, 
Captain of Dragoons, and joint Quarter- 
Mafter, who has corre^ed and reduced 
them. This officer having ferved in Ame- 
rica, had hirafelf- vifited, the great^ part 
of the country pointed out in the charts. 
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your my from Newport to Phi 



FR O M my landing at Newport, on the 
I ith of July, it was hardly poflible 
for me to be abfent even for two days. 
On the 19th of that month the EnglUh 
6eet began to fhew itfdf before the port ; 
the next day we reckoned two and twenty 
iail, and a few days after, we learnt that 
the enemy were embarking troops, aor 
were we informed before the middle of 
Vol. I. ., B Auguft 
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Auguft of their being agun difembarked 
at New York, and on Long Ifland. But 
ftill it appeared by no means clear that they 
had abandoned their undertaking: we re- 
ceived every day firefh advices, which be- 
ipok^^ new, embi^kations ; on oiir. part we 
were adding to our fortifications, and our 
ftill recent eftablilhnient fumiihed me 
with daily employment of fuch a nature 
as not to admit of my abfence. M. de 
Rochanibew, who. had Jong propoTed \^nt<- 
ing his polls at Providence, was unable to 
carry his projedi into esfWtion before the 
30th of Auguft. I accoppanied him, and 
we retvmed^the next day *. On, the 18th, 
of September he fet out, for Hartford in 
Connecticut, with the Admiral Chevalier 
de Ternay, where General Walhingtou bad 
given him a rendezvous. I did not attend 
him in this journey, and as fortune would, 
have 

••Let Aq EpglUk reader, conjecture . from what 
this. Getieral Officer h^s hid^. aqd fijoqi wii8t hf, 
has probably thought proper net to fay, whether 
Sir H.- Clinton, and Admir^ Arbuthnot, and even 
the gretft Rodney were . vtry^ tnterfrizijig Officer i, 
See.,the Gazette di^tcheS of th«, d^.. 

Translator. 
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have it, ^e found (Jurfelvea in the moft 
critical fituation in which we had been 
fince our arrivaL The ge'neral bcUef at 
Rhode Ifland was, that M. de Guichen, 
who we -knew iiad quitted St. Domingo, 
was coming to join us, and we expefted' 
to go into immediate action. On the i9tfa, 
we found that inftead of M. de Guichen, 
Admiral Rodney was arrived at New York 
with ten ftiipe of the line. Not the fmallefl 
doubt was entertained amongft us of an 
attack upon the French fleet, and even the 
army. The veflels in confequence were 
laid acrofs the harbour, with firings on 
thdr cables, and their anchorage was pro- 
teded by new bdttfiries, which were con- 
AruAed \vith great judgment and celerity. 
In the beginmng of Oftober, the feafon 
bong thfen advanced, ■ without any thing 
bdng undertaken by Admiral Rodney, we 
had reafon to exped that we fhould remain 
quiet for the remainder of the year, and 
our fole occupation was in preparing win- 
ter quarters for the troops. They took 
poffeffion of them the ift of November: 
and I mig^ now without rilk have ab- 
B'l fentcd 
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feftted myfelf from the armyj but not 
wifhing to fliew too much anxiety, and 
defirous of feeing ^fcipline, and the ar- 
rangements relative to the cantonments 
well eftabliflied, I deferred until the nth 
. fetting out on a long tour upon the con- 
tinent. 

I left Rhode IQ^d that day with Mr. 
Lynch and M. de Montefquieu,* who had 
each of them a fervant. I had three, one 
of whom had a led horfe, and another 
drove a fmall cart, which I was, advifed to 
take, to convey my portmanteaus, and to 
avoid hurting my horfes in the journey. 
It was then a hard froft, the earth was 
covered with fnow, and the north eafterly 
wind hlew very fliarp. In going iirom 
Briftol to the Ferry, I went out of my way 
to view the fortifications of But/hill^ and 
I reached the ferry at half paft eleven f. 
The 

* Both at thefe Gentlemen were made Colonels en 
fecond, on their return to Europe ; the firft of the 
regiment of Walfh, and the fecond, of the regiment 
of Bourbonnois. 

t The ferries are over arms of the fea, as well as 
rivers, and the boats have either Jails or oars. 
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The pafiage was long and difficult, becaufe 
the wind was contrary. We were obliged 
to n^ke three tacks, and it was neceflary 
to make two trips, to pafs over our horfes, 
and the cart. At two o'clock I arrived at 
"Warren, a fmall tovA in the ftate of 
Maffachuflets, eighteen miles diftant from 
Newport. I alighted at a good inn, the 
matter of which, c^lle4' B«Ar, is remarkable 
for his enormous fize, as well as that of his 
wife, his fon, and all his family. My 
intention was only to have baited my 
horfes, but the cold continuing to incr^fe, 
and the cart not arriving before three 
o'clock, I gave up all thoughts of going 
to fleep at Providence, and I determined to 
ftay at Warren, where I was in very good 
quarters. After dinner I went to the bank 
of the little river Barrington, which runs 
near this town, to fee a floop come in which 
had arrived from Port au Prince. This 
floop belonged to Mr. Porter, Brigadier- 
General of the Militia, nephew to Mr. 
Buhr, and ftill mofe bulky than himfelf. 
Colonel Green, whom I met upon the quay, . 
made me acquainted with Mr. Porter, and 
B 3 we 
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.we drai^ tea vnxh him, in a Ample, but 
xomfortable houfe,^ the iiHide, and inha- 
bitfints of which prefented a fpecimen o£ 
/imencait manners. 

The i2thliet out at half paft dght for 
Providence, where I arrived at noon. I 
alighted at the College, that is to fay^ at 
our Hofpital, which I examined, and dined 
with Mr. Blanchard, Commiflary of war. 
At half paft four I went to Cdonel Bowen's, 
where I had lodged in my firft journey ; I 
drank tea there with feveral ladies, one of 
whom, rather handfome, was called Mifs 
Ange!. I was then condui^ed to Mrs, 
Varnum's, where I again found company, 
and from thence to Governor Bowen*s, 
who gave me a bed. 

The 13th I breakfafted vrith Colonel 
Pecfc ; He is an amiable and polite young 
man, who paffed the laft fummer with 
General Heath at Newport. He received 
me in a charming fraall houfe, where he 
lived with his wife, who is young alfo, 
and has a pleafmg countenance, but with- 
out any thing ftriking. This little eftablifh- 
ment, where comfort and fimplicity reign, 
I gave 
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gave^aii idea tjf tbdt ^eet and ih-etie ftdte 
<tf 'hai>ptaeir8, -wiiich appCEffs to Itiive taken 
«fuge in the Ne* Woflfl, kftsr cdmpound- 
5ng it *wilh pleafurt, to *rlu<!h it lias left 
the OM. 

The town df iProviddnce is feiilt on'tlfe 
tank <5f a rivet* 'only fix miles long, aid 
whidi difemtogues itfelf in Xixt <!rulph 
wherein are Rhofle Ifland, Conne^icm, Pro- 
vidence, Sbc. It !ias 'only ^one ftreet, ^fliich 
is very iong: l^e fiibtttb, which is con- 
fiderable, is on tiit oAa- fide, of the tiVer. 
Iliis town is Kaffdfome, the honies arc not 
fpacious, but well-buUt, and properly ar- 
ranged within, h is pent in between two 
chains of mountains, one to the north, 
and the other to the fouth-weft, which 
caufes an infupport'able heat in fummer; 
but it is expofed to the north-weft wind, 
which rakes it from one jend to the ^er, 
and renders it extremely cold in winter. It 
may contain tWo thoufand five hundred in- 
habitants. Its fitiiation is very advantage- 
ous for commerce ; which accordingly is 
very confiderable in time* of peace. Mer- 
chant fliips may load and unload their car- 
B 4 goes 
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goes in the town itf^* ^ind fliips of war 
cannot agproacb, the harbout. Thieir com- 
mei^e. 1$ the fame with that of Rhode 
IfUnd and Bollon ; they export flanres, and 
fait proTifions, and bring back fait, and 
a great quantity of melafies, fugar, and 
other articles from the Weft Jndies : they 
fit out veflels alfo for the cod and whale 
filhery. The latter is carried on fuccefs- 
fijUy between Cape Cod and Long Ifland ; ' 
but they go often as far as Baffin's Strdghts, 
and Falkland's Ifland. The inhabitants of 
Providence, like thofe of Newport, alfo 
cfirry on the Guinea trade ; theybuy flaves 
there and carry them to the Wefl:-Indies, 
where they t^e bills of exchange on Old 
England, for which they jeceive woollens, 
fluffs, and other merchandize *, 

On 

• Here are feveral places of public worihip, an 
uiuvernty, and other public buildings; and a very 
brilk trade was carried on even at the worft period 
of the war for American commerce, viz. in 1782. — 
Mr. Wekome Arneld, a great plumber, and Delegate 
to Congrefs from this ftate, has changed his name by 
aft of Aflembly, fmce the dcfcflion of Btatdia Arnold. 
Translator. 
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On quitting Colonel Peck, I mounted 
my horfe for Fblmtowrit where'I.propofed 
fleeping. I flopped at Seituate, \n a very 
indifferent inn, called the Angelas 'I'avern ; 
it is about half way to Voluntcfwn :. I bmted 
my horfes there, and fet* out in^ a,n hour, 
without feeing my cart arrive. From this 
place to Voluntown the road is exeprable ; 
one is perpetually mounting and defend- 
ing, and always on the moft rugged roads. 
It was fix o'clock, and the night clofed in, 
when I reached Dorramis I'avern^ which 
is only five and twenty miles from Provi- 
.dence. i difmounted with the more plea- 
■farfe" as the weather was extremely bad. I 
was well accommodated, and kindly received 
at Mr. Dorrance's. He is an old gentle- 
man of feventy-three years of age, tall, and 
ftill vigorous ; he is a native of Ireland, 
firft fettled in Maffachuflets, and afterwards 
in Connedicut. His wife, who is younger 
than him, is adiive, handy, and obliging ; 
but her family is charming. It confifts 
of two young men, one twenty-eight, 
and the other twenty-one yeafs old ; a 
child of twelve, and two girl* from eigh- 
teen 
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teen to twenty, as handfome as angels. 
The eldeft of thefe young women was 
fide, kept her chamber, and did not fliew 
heifelf. I learnt afterwards l!hat {he was 
big with chiM, and almoft ready to lye-in ; 
She was deceiTcd by a young man, who 
after promifing to marry her, abfeitted 
himfdf and did not return.* Chagrin and 
the 

* On the arrival of feven ot eight copies of this 
Journal, fent to Europe hy de author, the curiolity 
then excited by every thing relative to the affairs 
of America, procured them lAany readers. Though 
the author had addrelled them only to his moft in- 
timate fi^ends, and had talcen the precaution to Jip' 
prize them that it was not his intention dtey lliould 
be generally public, they pafled rapidly from one hand 
to another s and as they could only be lent for a 
fliorl time, they were read with as much precipita- 
tion, as avidity. This anxiety could only proceed 
from the general defire of forming fome idea of the 
manners of the Americans, of which this Journal 
gave feveral details which became interefting from 
the circiunftances of novelty and dift^iice. Front 
an inconfiQency, however, more ufual in France 
than in any other country, fome perfonS made no 
fcruple to judge the author on points of propriety, 
of xtbich he alone vras capable of giving them an 
idea : he .was taxed widi wantonnefs and indifcretion, 
fot having concealedl neither nanies nor places in ic-. 
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:the cOBlequences tif -her £tuadon had 

-thrown her iato a ftate cf languor; 'ibe 

pever cjune ^own to the g[ound*flo(^ oa 

which 

lattng the adventure of a girl decslved by her lover. 
A very fimple, and very natural reflection might 
have convinced them, that it was by no means pror 
bable that a Genera! Officer, a man of forty-five years 
of age, particularly conne6led with the Americans, 
and who has every where exprefled fentimcnts of 
gratitude and attachment for thofe from Whom he ex- 
perienced kindnefs, fliould allow himfelf, not only t9 
ofii^d, but to affliA an honeft family, who had fiiewn 
him every attention, and of whom he cannot fpeak 
but in terms of commendation. Befides that the 
Ample aiid eyen Ji:rious manner in which this article 
is written, affords not the leaft appearance of levity ; 
a fufficient reafon for preventing the too free obfer- 
vations of certain readers. Another refleftion might 
occur naturally enough, but which demanded a little 
more combination. The author wilhes, it might 
have been faid, to give us an idea of American man- 
ners, whidi he is certainly very far from fatirizing : 
may it not be poffible that amongft a peopje fo re- 
mote from us in every refpeit, a girl who fhould 
re(ign herfelf too haftily to the man flie was en- 
gaged to, with ^e confent even of her parents, a girl 
without difln^ in a country i^ere fuch an idea is 
liever taught them, where morals are fo &r in dieir 
in£incy^ as that the commerce 'hetween two free 



DiaiiizMbvGoOgle 



« TRAVELSIN 

which her parents lived ; but great car« 
was taken of her, and flie had always fome- 
body to keep her company. Whilft ^ 
good 

perTons is deemed lefs cenfurablc, than the infidelities, 
the caprices, and even itte coquetries which d&> 
ftroy the peace of fo many European ^unities ? May 
it not be poffible that this young woman, as interell- - 
ing as £he was unhappy, fhould be lamented rather than 
condemned, that flie fhould ftill retain all her tights 
in fociety, and become a legiumate fpoufc and mother, 
diough her ftory was n«ther unknown, nor attempted 
to be concealed ? In fa£ty how could the author learn 
this hiftory I Was it by the fcandalous chronicles in 
a hamlet where he was a ftranger to every perfon 
but his hoftsf / have fmce learnt (fays he in fpeak<. 
ing of this girl) that Jbe was vjith child, and near 
her time ef lying-in. How did he learn this? From 
her own parents, who had not at firft made a m)'ftcry 
of it, and then a matter of conEdence. But had 
thefe auftere judges, when they had finiOied their read- 
ing, happened to recoiled what they faw at the be- 
ginning, they might have obferved diat the author 
being at Voluntown a fccond time, two months after, 
Jaw Mife Dorrance fuckling an infant, which was 
continually paffing from her knees to thofe ' of her 
mother ; that flie was then cheriflied, and taken care 
of by all the family. This alFefting fight was de- 
scribed with fenAhility, and not with malignity. But 
(t i^ time to £;ive over tiring the parience, not of the 
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good flipper was preparing for me, I went 

into the room where the family was af- 

fembled, where I obferved a flielf with 

forty 

critics only, but of all fenfible minds, itio& minds 
alone whole approbation is of any value. On another 
journey to Voluntown, the author had the fads&^on 
to fee Mifs Dorrance perfe^y happy : her lover was 
returned, and had married her; he had expiated all 
his wrongs, nor had they been fuch as they at firft 
appeared ; he had unfortunate circiunftanccs to plead 
in his excufe, if there can indeed be any for a man 
who for a Angle day can leave in fuch agonies, the in- 
tereftihg and weak vii^m who was unable to refill 
him. 



The Tranflator, \rfio has been at Voluntown, and 
enjoyed the focicty and witnefled the happinefs of this 
amiable lamtly, is likewife acquai^ited vritii die whole 
of this ftory. He is fo well latisfied with ^c juftne^ 
of the liberal minded author's reafoning on Ameri- 
can manners in this particular, that he has not fcru- 
pled to give the name of this worthy family at length, 
not apprehending dtat their chara^rs would fuilcr the 
fmalleft injury, where alone die imputation is of any 
confequcnce ; nor docs he fear oppdfing die virtue of 
this iamily, and of thefe manners, to European chaflity, 
prudery, and refinement. The -drcumftances of this 
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forty- or fifty vduitwe on it ; on cpj^ning 
them I found; that' they were all ckflical 
authors^ Greek, Ladn, or Englifli. They 
belonged to Mr. Dorrance's eldeft fon* 
This young man had received a regular 
education, ahd was tutor at Providence col- 
lege, until the war- interrupted his ftudies. 
I ccnvarfed widi him on various pbirits- 
ti' UtCTatur£>, and particularly on the man* 
ner in which the dfiad languages fhould be 
pro- 

ftory vreri related to the Tranflator by Mr. and Mrs. 
Corrance, with the Tame fenfibility, and die fame in- 
nocence, with which they appear to have told them to 
the Marquis de Chaftelleux. ' They, are a kind, hofpi- 
uble, and amiable couple, and the hufband is very far 
from being ill informed ; he entertained the Tranflator 
with many anecdotes of the war, and with (bme 
laughable ones rcfpei^ng General Prefect, who wa» 
brought to his houfe, after bang carried eff without 
his- breaches from Rhode Ifland ; but never without 
cTcpreiUng . a becomii^ degree of fentibiliiy for his 
fituation, which was- peculiarly mortii^wg, - from his 
gout, his naturally peevifli difpolttien, the humiliating 
.mode of his capture, and the ciicumflance of its be- 
ing, the fecond timevf his filing into the hands of an 
enemy, whom he wa»weak enough to defpile and to 
infuit. Trakslatoiu 
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pronounced. I fqund him well informed, and: 
poifefled ofimuch fimplidty. and modefty.* 
We were w^ted on at fupper by a moft 
beautiful ^rl, called Miii Pearce,- She was- 
a- ndghbour. of Mrs. Dorrance, and had 
CDm&oii a Tifit,, and to aflift her in the ab- 
fenee <rf! her youijgeft daughter, "niis 
young perfon had^ like all the Americaa 
women, a very decent, nay even ferious 
carxiagj^^ ihehad.no. objection to be looked 
^^ nOE to. have her beauty commended, 
nor even, to receive a few carefles, provided 
it wa£ done, without an air of familiarity or 
libertinifm. Licentious manners, in fa^ 
are fo . foreign in America, that the conv- 
muiucaxion with young women leads to no- 
thing bad,' and that freedom it&lf,. there. 
■ ' bears- 

* The- Tranllator had " a great deal of converiation. 
widi - this young, man, and found him fuch' as the 
Manquis repcsfents him; but he muft likew^'add,- 
that he met widi a. great Dumber of ciecellfint clafllbai. 
fcholars, in dJiFerenC parts of the continent -edusated- 
at WjUiamfburghj Philadelphia, Yale College, New- 
haven, Cambridge, and Providence, and very few de- 
ficient, efpccially to- the northward.. The war did "i n- 
finite^miii^htef totheiifinggeneratkui ofAi&enai, 1^- 
interf upting education. Tramslatok. 
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bears a character ormodefty far beyond our 
afiei3:ed bafbfiilnefs and falfe refervb. But 
neither ifay excellent fupper, nor the books 
of Mr. Dorrance, nor evea the fine eyes of 
Mils Pearce, made my cart arrive, and I 
was obliged to go to reft without hearing 
any -news of tt. As I defired a chamber 
with a fire in it, Mifs Pearce prepared me 
one, infdrmmg me at the fame time, that 
it cominlinicated with that of the fick lady 
widl wfeom fhe flefrt,' and inquired of me 
veiy' politely, whether it would incommode 
meif flie fliould pafs through my chamber 
after I was in bed. I affured her, that if 
ftie difturbed my flcep, it would not be as 
a frightful dream. And, in fatfl, fhe came 
a quarter of an hour after I was in bed. I 
pretended to fleep, in order to examine her 
countenance ; .Ihe pafled very gently, turn- 
ing her head the other way, and hiding 
the light for fear of awakening me. I do 
not know whether I fliatl pronounce my 
praife or condemnation, by faying, that I 
foon after fell into a profound fleep. 

On my rifmg I found Mifs Pearce, but 

not my cart, . which it feemed more than 

probable 
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probable was broke into a thoufand pieces. 
I was determined to give up that mode of 
Conveying mj little, baggage, which fUU 
It vras necelTary- to have. I refolved, 
therefore, to wait for them, arid, take 
niy breakfaft, a refohition much- eafier 
adopted. At length, tdjout eleven o*clock, 
my centinels announced its appearance. It 
was matter, of great joy to the whole crew 
to fee it arrive, although t^ppledy and 
towed by a hired horfe, which they, had 
been obliged to put before mine. It ia 
proper to obferve, that my attendants, proud 
of pofleHing ample means of tranfpcHting 
my efii;(3:s, had, loaded it with many. ufelefB 
articles,! that being apprized myfelf that 
vrine was not alwa.ys to be met wkh in 
the inns,^ I had thought proper to fumifh 
myfelf 

* The tranllator, when he travelled in America 
during the war, always carried wine with him when 
pra6licable, for at J^altimore and Philadelphia, thofe 
great fea-gorts, very indifferent wine, caiUd clare^ 
was fold at iwa tUllars^ upwards of 9 fliillings a bot- 
tle, hard money. Nor was it an uncomlnon thing 
to tranfport wine from Bofton to Philadelt^iia by land} 
when thearrivuls were more fortunate in that quarter^ 
Translator. 

Vol. I. C 
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mjielf with cantincB whidh held twelve 
botdcB, and having taken the precaution to 
aik for two or three white loaves of bread 
£rom the commiffary of provifions at Provi- 
dence, he had packed up twenty, which 
ftlone wi»ghed xipwards of eaghty pounds, 
So that my poor cart was laden tUl on the 
point of finking.' Its greateft misfortune, 
however, arofe from ftriking on the rocks, 
whkh had broke one wheel and greatly 
damaged the other. I foon determined to 
leave it with Mr. Dorrance, -who under- 
took to get it repaired, and it was rtfoWed 
that my wine ftiould be divided into three 
^rts, one of which fhould be drank die 
fame day, the other left with the landlord, 
mth a requeft 'to teq) it till my return, 
6nd that the third ihould be offered him. 
With a requeft to drink it ; which met with 
no difficulty. The remainder of the day, 
however, bfeing dedicated to make new dif- 
pofitions, I determined on remaimng at Vo- 
iufttown. I made a general infpeftion of 
my baggage ; every thing unneceflary was 
packed up and left with Mr. Dorrance j 
the jxSt put into iportmanteaus, and by 
a pro- 
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a promotion d la Pn^^me, on the field 
of battle, my caM^horfe was eleraited to the 
fad^Ie. The rea<^g of fome Engliih poets, 
and ^it convei£itioa with ^eflra. Lynch 
and Montelquieu, and the good people of 
tiie houfe, made- me pa& -the- day. very 
agreeably. Towazds.the evenhig, . tvro tra- 
vellers came into the roonl-I' was tn, ifeated 
themfelvBS by the fire, and began (o ya^im 
and. Vhiftlci. without paying Ae fcaft at- 
tention to me. The converiatibn^ however, 
gradually enlivened, and became very In- 
terefUng and ag;%eable. One.of them was- 
a colonel of militia, who had ferved in Ca-; 
nada, knd bad ..been in! feverat engagements^ 
wherein he w^ wounded. I fliall obfervc 
once for all, that among the men I have 
met with, above twe'Qty year6 of ^e, of, 
whatfoever coa<^^oi1, I have not found; 
^wo who have not, borne arms, heard the, 
whiftling of b^la, and <ven received fomc; 
wouiidsj fo that it may be .aflerted that, 
North-America is entirely military, and 
inured to war, and that .new levies may con- 
tinually be made without raakiiignew fol- 
diers. [The Tranflator confinns diis afler- 
C 2 tion. 
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tion, except with, regard to the padfic r^igt- 
ous feSb, in the^whole extent of his obferva- 
tions from Virginia to New Hampfture.] 

The 1 5th, I fet out from Voluntown at 
eight iathe morning. I travelled five miles 
in the moimtairw, after which I faw the 
horizon . expand it&lf, and niy eye very 
fboai Jiad its full fcope^ On defcending 
the hills^ anfl before we reach the valley, 
ts the town; or haqilet ai PluJHJieldi .for 
what is called in America^ a town or tovm- 
Jhip^ is only a certain humbef of houfes, 
difperfed over a great fpace, but which be- 
long to the fame incorporation, and fend 
deputies to the general aflembly of thd ftate. 
The centre or head quarters of thefe towns, 
IS the meeting-houfe or church.' This 
church Aands fometimes fmgle, and is 
fometimes'furrounded by four or five houfes 
only ; whence it happens, that when a 
traveller aflcs the queftion, How far is it 
toftkh a town ? He is anfwered, Tou are then 
already ; but when he fpecifies the place 
he willies to be at, whether it be the meet- 
pig, or fuch a tavern, he not unfrcquently 
is told, Tott are /even or eight ttulesfrotn it. 
Plainfield 
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PUuafield 18 a fmall town, but a large diftria, 
for there are full thirty houfes within reach 
of the meeting.* Its lituation is agree- 
able ; but it prefents, befides, a' military 
afped : this 'was the firft I had remarked. 
An army might encamp there on little 
heights, behind which the hills rife in an 
amphitheatre, thus prefenting fucceffive 
pofitions as. far as the great woods, which 
would ferve as the laft retreat. The foot 
of the heights of Plainfield is fortified by 
moraffes, only paflable by one caufeway, 
which would oblige the enemy to file 
off to attack you. f The right and left are 
fupported by efcarpments. On the jight 
alfo is a marfh, which renders it more dif- 
ficult of accefs. This camp is fit for 
fix, eight, or even ten thoufand men ; it 
might ferve to cover Providence and Maf- 
C 3 fachuffet's 

* There is an academy or college here, with four 
Latin and j^ngliflt maftcrs, and when the tranllator was 
there, he was prefent at fome, not contemptible, putJIic 
exhibitions (Moratory in thofe two languages., Trans- 

LATOB. 

■f In iummer thefe morafl^s are dry. This I have 
f/^KX learnt, anj which it is proper to reiriark, that 
aaeiToneous idea may not be formed of this poHtlon. 
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fachufiet's ilate, agaiaft troopa who h&d 
pafied the Conncdicut riyer. At two miles 
from Plainfield the road turns' towards the 
north, artfl after travelling two or three 
miles farther, Is the river of QuenebaugK^ 
along the edge of which we travel about a 
mile ;to pafs it at Canterbury, oyer a pretty 
Jong, ahd tolerably conftrufted wooden 
bridge. This river is neither navigable 
nor fordable, but flows amidft ftones, which 
renders its bed very uneven. The inha- 
bitants of the neighbouJrhood, form dam? 
here in the fhape of a proje£ling angle to 
catch the eels : the fummit of the angle ia 
in t^e middle of the river ; there they place 
nets in the fhape of a purfe, where the 
fifli whiqh follow the current of water 
feldom efcap&being caught. The bridge at 
Canterbury is built in rather a deep and 
narrow valley, The meeting-houfe of the 
tpwn is on the right bank, as well as the 
greateft part of the houfes, but there are 
fonje alfo on the eminences towards the 
caft, which appeared to me well built and 
agreeably fituated. Thefe heights l(eing 
of the fame elevation with thofe to the 
wefti 
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Weft,* Canterbury offers two pofidoiis, 
equally advantageous for two armies, which 
might difpcte the paflage of the Quene- 
baugh. After pafl&ng Canterbury, we en- 
ter the woods, and a chain of hills, which 
muft be paffed by very rugged and ^fficult 
roads. Six or feven miles farther, the 
co\mtry begins to open, and wc defcend 
agreeably to Windham. It is a very hand- 
fome little town, or rather it is the ftock 
from which a haadfome town will fpring. 
There are forty or fifty houfes pretty near 
each other, and fo fituated as to prefent the 
^pearance of a lai^ public fquare, and 
three large ftreets. The Seufigtmck^ or 
Windham river, runs near this town, but 
is of no great ufe to its trade, for it is no 
C 4 more 

* The tranlUtor reached Canterbury on a Suxdayt 
a day on which travelling is foibift in the New 
England Aates. The family at Bucthtufi's ,Tavim 
were all af meeting, and it colt hitn innumerable 
entreaties, befides the moft unequiv6cal proofs of 
whiggifmf to procure a morfcl of the moft wretched 
fare, and to obtain which he vras obliged to wait 
till the meeting was at an end. Both this town 
and Windham are moft beautiiuUy fituated, particularly 
the latter, which is exCrenfely pidurcfque. 
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in^ore navigable than the Quenebaugh, 
with which it joins its waters to' form the 
river 'Thames. It may be obfei*ved in read- 
ing this journal, and ftill more by the in- 
fpeftion of the Charts, that the rivers in 
general, and many towns, have retained 
their Indian names : this nomenclature has 
fomething interefting in it, as it con- 
firms the ftill recent origin of thefe mul- 
tiplied fettlements, and is perpetually pre- 
fenting to the mind a very ftriking contraft 
between the former, and prefent ftate of 
this vaft country. 

"Windham is fifteen miles from Volun- 
town. I there found Lauzun's huflars, who 
were ftationed in it for a week, until their 
quarters were prepared at Lebanon. \ dined 
with the Duke de Lauzun, and being un- 
able to get away before half after three, 
the night, which foon came on, obliged me 
to ftop at ftx miles from Windham, at a 
little folitary tavern, '^ kept by Mrs. HilL 
As 

* This tavern is called Lebanon Cranky and the 
tranflator has made ftmilar remarks in his journal 
on the external appearance of, and the kindncfs that 
reigns within this little hut j iriiere, a very uncommon 

/ 
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As the houfe had an indifferent appearance, 
I alked if we couW have beds, the only- 
want we had; for the. Duke de Lauzun*s 
dinner had left us in no uneafinefs about 
iupper. Mrs. Hill told me, after the man- 
ner of the country, that Jhe could oxAj^are 
CHie bed, as flie had a fick traveller in the 
houfe whom Ihe would not difturb. This 
traveller was a poor foldier of the conti- 
nental army, who was going home on a fur- 
lough for the benefit of his health. He had 
his furlough in his pocket in regular form, 
as well as the txa€t account of what was 
due to him, but he had not a farthing 
either in paper or in bard money. Mrs. Hill, 
notwithfianding, had given him a good bed, 
and as he was too ill to continue his journey, 
flie had kept him, and taken care of him 
for four days. We arranged riiatters in the 
beft way we could: the foldier kept his 
bed. I gave him fome money to help him 
on his journey, and Mrs, Hill appeared to 
me 

circumftance at that time, be foupd exceUent green tea, 
and fine loaf fugar. He faw Mrs. Hill too feed, and 
relieve a travdling foldier, 

Translator. 
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me much more affeif^ed with this charity, 
than with the good bard nioit^ I gave her 
to pay her bili. 

'fhe 1 6th, at eight in the momirig, I took 
leave of my kind landlady, and foUowed 
the road to Hartford, beginning my journey 
cm foot, on account of the extreme coldneis 
of the morning. After defcending by a 
gentle declivity for about two miles, I got 
into a pretty narrow, but agreeable and 
well cultivated valley: it is watered by a 
rivulet which falls into the Semganiek, and 
which is decorated with the name of Hope 
rher ; we follow this valley to Bolton tovrn^ 
or IqiMi/hip, which has nothing remarks 
able. There we traverfe a chain of pretty 
lofty mount^ns, which extend from north 
to f<Hith like all the hills in Conne^iciit. 
On quitting thefe mountains, we come to 
, the firft houfes of Eoj^ Hartford. Though 
we were but five miles from Hartford Court 
■Houfe^ we wifhed to reft our horfes, which 
bad travelled twenty-rthree miles on a 
ilretch. The inn we flopped at was kept 
by Mr. Marfli : he is, according to the 
Englifli phrafe, a good farmer ; that is, a 
good 
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^ood (Cultivator. He told me that he had 
begun a fettlement in the ftate of Vermmty 
where he had purchafed two hundred acres 
of land for forty dollars, aboot two hundred 
livres of our money, or fomething more 
than eight pounds Englifli. The ftate of 
Vermont is a Taft country, fituated to the 
eaftward of New Hampshire and MalTa- 
ehuiTets, and to the north of Connecticut, 
between the river of that name, and Hud- 
fon*s river. As it is lately peopled, and 
has always been an objeft of contention 
between the ftates of New York, and New- 
Hampfhire, there is, properly fpeafcing, no 
eftabUftied government. Kthan Allen, cele- 
brated for the expedition he undertook 
in 1775 againft "nconderago, of his own 
accord, and without any other aid than 
that of the volunteers who followed him, ' 
has made himfelf the chief of that country. 
He has formed there an aflembly of repre- 
fentatives ; this aflembly grants lands, and 
flie country is governed by its own laws, 
without having any connedion with coa-, 
grefs. The inhabitants however are not 
the lefs enemies of the Englifh; but under 
the 
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the pretext that they form the frontier 
againtl Canada, and are obliged to guard 
it, they fiimifli no contingent to the ex- 
pences of the war. They had long no 
other name than that of Green MeuttiaittiqySt 
but thinking this too ignoble an appellation 
for their new deffiny, they tranflated Green 
Mountain into French ; which made Ferd 
MmU and by corruption Vermont. It re- 
nuuns to be feen whether it is by corruption 
alfo that this country has alTumedthe title of 
ihejiaieoi Vermont*. 

About four in the evening, I arrived at 
Hartford ferry, after travelling over a very 
inconvenient road, a great part of which 
forms a narrow cauffeway through a marfliy 
wood. We pafs this ferry,, like all the 
others 

• In the years 1780, 1781, and 1782, the inhabitants 
of Vermont, who were net guided by Ethan Allen, 
annually fent deputies to congrefs, and were once within 
»n* vote of carrying thetr point ; but had not Aic peace 
taken place, it is probable from circumftances, that 
in cafe c^ refufal, they would at Uajl have threatened 
to put themfelves under Britifh prote6tion, an evMit 
to which the Marquis feems to allude. Tkanslator. 
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others in America #, in a flat boat with oars. 
I found the inns at Hartford fo fiill that 
it was impoflible to procure a lodging. The 
four eaftern ftates of Maflachuflets, New 
Hamplhire, Rhode Illand, and Connedi- 
cut were then holding their affcmbUes in 
that town. Thefe four ftates have loi^ 
mtunt^ned a particular conne^on wiUi 
each other, and they meet together by de- 
puties, fometimes in one ftate, fometimea 
in .anoth^. Each legiflature fends depu- 
ties. - In a circumiknce,. io.uqcotnmon in 
America, as room being wanted for men 
coUeded together, Colonel Wjkdfwoi;th'a 
houfe offered me a moft agreeable afylum ; 
I lodged with him, as well as the Duke 
de Lauzun, *ho had paffed me on the road. 
.>Mr. Dumas f , who belonged to- the ftaff of 
the 

* At the Moravian rettlement of Bethlehem is a ferrj 
pafled by ropes, like that oppolite the invalid hofpital 
at Paris, aiid many others in France, and other parts 
of EurQpe. Transiator. 

t The tranilator had the pleafurc of meeting with 
this accomplifhed officer, at Baltimore, at Bofton, and 
in Europe. Nature has been very favourable to his 
exterior, and he unites to the moft feifeSt good man- 
ners, and a thorough knowledge of the world, and 
books, the moft uneicampled activity in his proieflion. 
Translatoh,. 
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the •iinnT'^ «nd was then attached to the 

Puke jlc I*auriiD, Mr. Lynch andMr.de 
MonteTquieu -were well accommodated in 
the neighbourhood. 

: .Cdond A&^fworth is about two and 
tjuitf , very : tall ahd well made, and has a 
tioUe as well as agreeable countenance. He- 
lived formerly on Long Ifland ; and from 
his infancy wab engaged in commerce and 
navigatiofl: he had already made feveral 
voyages to the Coaft of Guinea and the 
"Weft In^s, when according to the Ame- 
rican expreffion, the prefent conteftation be- 
gan. ' ■ He then ferved in the army, and 
-vAs in, feveral a^ons ; but General Waflt- 
mgtc»l (Ufcoveting that his talents might 
be ftill more ttfefully employed, made him 
Commiflaiy of provilions. This is a mili- 
taiy poft in America, and thofe who fill it, ■ 
.are as much reijpefted as the firft oflScer 
of the line. The Commiflary General is 
charged with aU the purchafes, and the 
Quarter Matter with all the conveyances : 
it is 'the latter who marks out the ground, 
eftahlilhes the magazines, provides car- 
riages, and diftributes the rations : it is 
alfo 
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alfo oil iui receifrts and orders that the 
Paymafters make their payments j he is, 
in ihort; properly fpeaking, a Military In- 
teiidant, While the Commiflary General 
may be compared -to a Mum/iofmaire viitii 
us, who fliould undertake to provide fo- 
rage as well as provifions. I think diis 
arrangemfnt as good as ours, though thefe 
department* have not - been exempt from 
^itfes, and even blame in the'courif of tJu) 
fffefent war; but it muft be obfcrved, that 
wheoeror :t!he government wants poEdcal 
foraitf and. the treaiury is without money, 
the idminiilration of afiairs is always ruin- 
ous^ 9od often culpable. This refledion 
alone will afford fufhcient fubje£): for the 
euloglum of Ck)l. Wadfworth, when it is 
known that throughout all America, there is 
not one vtace againft him, and that his name 
is never pronounced without the homage 
due to his talents and his probity. The 
particular confidence of General Wafhing- 
ton puts the feal upon his merit *. The 
Marquis 

• The' tcanllator cannot forbear adding his tefti- 
mony to this brilliant tiut exaggerated eulogium. 
Transiator. 
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Marquis: de Id Fayrtte judged extremely well 
therefore in getting Mr. de Corny to em- 
ploy him, in furnifhing the provifions ne- 
ceflaryfor the French troops which were 
then expeSed. As -foon as they -were dit- 
embarked at Rhode Ifland, he again [Kopofed 
him as the raoft proper man in the world to 
affift them in all their wants, but diofe who 
had fhe direftion of the army did not at that 
time think proper to employ him. They 
even conceived fome fufpicions of him, from 
falfe ideas, and eagerly fiibftituted for a Com- 
millary of underilanding and reputation, 
undertakers, without fortune, and withotit 
charafter; who promifed every thing, per- 
formed nothing, and foon threw our affairs 
into confufion ; firft by augmenting the 
' price of articles by purchafes haftily made, 
and frequently in oppofition one to another, 
and finally by throwing into circulation, 
and offering at a great difcoimt, the bills 
of exchange they had engaged to receive 
for two-thirds of all their payments. Thefe 
bargains and contrails fucceeded eventual- 
ly fo ill, that we were obliged, but too 
late, to have recourfe to Mr. Wadfworth, 
who 
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Who refumed the afeirs with as ffliicfc lioble-^ 
nefs as he had qmtted then! ; always as fii- 
perior to injuries by his charaGter, a^ he is 
by his talents to the innumen^la obftaeles 
diat farround him. 

Another intereffing perfoiiage vr&& then it 
Hartford, and I went to pay him a vifit i 
diis was Governor Trumbull j Governor, 6y 
excellence^ for he has been fo thde fifteeri 
years, having been always techdfen at thd 
end of every -two y^ars, and eqiially pot- 
fefling the public efteem under the Engtifh 
government, and iinder that of the Con- • 
grefs. He is feventy years old ; his whole 
life is confecrated to bufiriefs, which h^ 
paffionateiy loves, whether important or 
not.; or rather, with refpeft to hirii, there is 
none of the latter defcription; He has all 
the iimplicity In his dr^fs^ all th^ impor- 
tance, and evert pedantry be<;oming the great 
ffiagiftrattt of a fmall republic^ He brought 
to my nlind the bUrgdmiifters of Holland 
in the time of the Heinfiufes atid the Bame-* 
veltSt I had beeii Informed that he was 
employed in a hiftory of the prefcnt revo- 
lution, and I was curious to read this work j 

Vol. I. D ■ I tol4 
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I tpl.d hltf^ th^t I hQped to lee him oa my 
return at Lebanon (hip plape of abode), and 
that I ihopid then requeft p^rmiffion to look 
over his manufcript j but h^ affured me that 
be had only written the iijp"odudiion, whicl^ 
hie ha4 addrefled to the Chevalier de la 
Liizeme, our. ambaflador. 1 procured it 
during my ftay at Philadelphia, but it is 
Qnly an hiftorical recapitulation, rather Ai- 
perficial, and by no me^ns free frqm par- 
tiality in the manner of reprefenting the 
events of, the war. The only interefting 
. fa£t I found in it, was in the journal of a 
Governor Wwthrop^ in the yjear 1670, where 
h? fays, that the members of the council of 
MaiTachuflets, being advifed by their friends 
in London to addrefs themfelyes to the par- 
liament, to whom the King then left a great 
deal of authority, as the heft means" of ob- 
taining the redreis of fome grievances, the 
council, after mature deliberation, thought 
proper to decline the propfrfal, refleSing, 
that if they put themfelves once under the 
proteSion of parliament, they , Ihould be 
obliged to fubmit to all the laws that aflem- 
bly might impofe, whether cm the nation 
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in general, 6r on the tolofties ih particular. 
Now, nothing can more ftrongly prove, that 
thefe colonies, even in the very origin, never 
acknowledged the authority of pariiament, 
nor imagined they could be bouiid by laws 
of their tnaking. 

The 1 yth, in the ihorning, I parted with 
regret from my hoft and the Duke de Lau- 
zun ; but it was not till after breakfaft, for 
it is a thing unheard of in America to fet 
off without breakfaft. By this indifpenfable 
delay I had an opportunity of making ac-. 
quaintance with General Parfons. He ap- 
peared to me a fenfible man, and he is fo 
efteemed in his cotmtry ; but he has had ' 
little opportunity of difplaying great mili- 
tary talents ; he was, in fad, what one 
muft never be, in war, or in any thing, 
unfortunate. His outfet was on Long Ifland, 
where he was taken, and he has fmce been 
in alt the bad affairs, fo that be is better 
known for his capacity in bufinefs, than for 
the Ihare he has had in the events of the 
war. 

The road I had to travel becoming hence- 
D 2 forth 
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forth difficult and rat3ier]_defert, it was deter- 
tnined that I flioutd not exceed ten miles that 
day, that I might meet with good quarters ; 
and get my horfes in order for the next day's 
journey. The place I was to flop at was 
Farmington. Mr. Wadfworth, fearing I 
ihould not find a good inn there, gave me 
a letter of recommendation to one of his 
relations of the name of Lewis^ where he 
aflured me I Ihould be well received, with- 
out incommoding any porfon, and without 
ftraightening myfelf, for that I fliould pay 
my reckoning as at an inn. In faft, when 
the taverns are bad, or that they are fo 
fituated as not to fuit the convenience of the 
traveller, it is the cuftom in America, to alk 
for quarters, of fome individual at his eafe, 
who can fpare room in his houfe for you, 
and can give ftabling for your horfes : the 
traveller and his hoft then converfe together 
on equal terms ; but he is paid merely as an 
inn-keeper. 

The town of Hartford does not merit 

any attention either in travelling through, 

or in fpeaking of it. It confifts of a very 

long 

Z 
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long ftreet, parallel with the river j it is 
pretty regular and conneGed, that is, the 
houfes are not diftant from each other. But 
it has many appendages ; every thing is 
Hartford fix leagues round ; but Eaft Hart» 
ford, Weft Hartford, and New Hartford are 
diftinft towns, though compofed of houfes 
fcattered through the country. I have al- 
ready mentioned what conftitutes a town ; 
it is to have one or two meetings, par- 
ticular aflemblies, and the right of fending 
deputies to the general affembly, Thefe 
towf^ips may be compared to the curja of 
the Romans. From a very lofty plain on 
the road to Farmington, one difcovers not 
only all the Hartfords, but all that part of 
the continent watered by the river of that 
name, fituated between the eaftern and 
weftern chains of mountains. This place 
is called Rocky-hill, The houfes of Weft 
Hartford, frequently difperfed, and fome- 
times grouped together, and every where 
adorned with trees and meadows, form of 
the road to Farmington fuch a garden, in 
the Engliih ftyle, as it would be difficult 
for art to imitate*" Their inhabitants add ' 
■ D 3 fome 
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fome induftry likewife to their rkh tfultufe ; 
fome common cloths and other woollen 
ftuffs are fabricated here, but of a good wear, 
and fufficient to clothe the people who live 
in the country, or in any other town than 
Bofton, New York, and Philadelphia. I 
went into a houfe where they were pre- 
paring and dying the cloth. This cloth 
is made by the people of the country, and 
is then fent to thefe little manufactories, 
where they are dreffed, prefled, and dyed 
for two fhillings, lawful money^ per yard, 
which makes about thirty-five fols French, 
or feventeen-pence Englifh, the Connefli- 
cut pound being equal to fometWng more 
than three dollars. I reached Farmington at 
three in the afternoon. It is a pretty little 
town, with a handfome meeting-houfe, 
and fifty houfes colleiaed, all neat and well 
built. It is fituated on the dei:Hvity of the 
mountains j the riv^r which bears the fame 
name runs at the fgot of them, and turns 
towards the north, without (hewing it- 
fclf ; but the view of the valley is not- 
withft^iding very agreeable. After dif- 
mounting, I took advantage of the good 
weather,. 
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weather, to take a walk in the ftreets, or 
rather in the highways. I faw through the 
windows of a hoilfe that they wereworking 
at fbme tirade ; I entered, and found them 
ma^ng^ a fort of camblet, as Well as another 
WboUen fluff with blue and white ftripes 
for women's drefe : thtfc ituffs are fold at 
three ftiiUings and fix-pence the yard lawful 
money, or about, two aiid twenty-pence 
Englifli. The fons and grandfons of the 
jfenrily were at Work ; one wcnrkman can 
eafily make five yards a day. The prime 
coft of the materials being ofily one Oiitling 
currency^ the day's work may amount to 
ten or twelve. On my retym from this 
walk I found an excellent dinner prepared 
for me, without my having faid a word to 
the family. After dinner, about the clofe 
of the day, Mr. Lenris, who had been 
abroad on his afi^^rs during a part of the 
day, came into the pariour where I was, 
feated himfelf by the fire, lighted his pipe, 
and entered into converiation with me. I 
found him an active' and intelligent man, 
well acquainted yrith public aff^urs, and with 
his own : he carried on a trade of cattle; 
D 4 Uke 
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like all the f^mers of Connecticut ; he was 
dien employed in fumifhing provifions for 
the army, and was principally taken up in 
flaughtering, and ialting cattle for th^ ftate 
of Connecticut to be fent to Vtfh-iill. Fo? 
each ftate is obliged to furniih not only 
money, bpt other articles for the army : 
thole to the eaftward fupply it with cattle, 
rum, and ialt ; apd thpfe to the weftward 
ynxSx flour and forage. Mr. Lewis has 
borne arnw alfo for his country: he was 
at the afimrs of Lopg IHand and Saratoga, 
of which he gave nqp an exa^ account ; 
in the laft he ferved a? a yolunteer. ' At 
tea tim^ Mrs. ^Lewis and her fifter-in-law 
gave us their company. Mrs. Lewis ha<j 
juft recovered from lying-in, and had her 
chile} in her arips : fi)e is near thirty, with 
a very agrepable fece,- and fo amiable, and 
fo polite a canriage, as to prefent a pidure 
of decency itfelf, in every country in the 
world. The converfation was intereftingly 
fupported thp whole evening. The family 
retired at nine o'clock ; I did not fee them 
in the morning, and paid my bill to the 
Servants : it was neither dear nor cheap, 
but 
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but the juft price of every thing, regulated 
without intercft, and without compli- 
ments. 

I got on horfeback at eight o'clock on 
the 1 8th, and at the diftance of a mile fell 
in with the river of Farmington, along 
which I rode for feme time. There' was 
nothing interefting in this part . of my 
journey, except that having fired my piftol 
at ^jay, to my great aftoniihment the bird 
fell. This had been for many days an 
object of curiofity with me, and it h really 
a moft beautiful creature. It U quite blue, 
but it unites all the various ihades of that 
colour fo as to furpafs the invention of art, 
and be very difficult of imitation. I muft 
remark by the bye, that the Americans 
call it only by the name of the blue-birdy 
though it is a real jay ; but the Americans 
are far from being fuccefsfiil in enriching 
their native language. On every tlung 
which wanted an Engliih name, they have 
bellowed only a fimple defcriptive one: 
the jay is the blue bird, the cardinal, the 
red bird ; every water bird is a duck, from 
fhe teal to the canard de dohy and to the 
large . 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



4« T R A V E L S IN 

large black duck which we have not ifli 
Europe. They call them, red ducks, black' 
ducks, "wood ducks. It is the fame with re-^ 
fpeft to their trees ; the pine, the cyprefles, 
the firs, are all comprehended under the' 
general name of pine-trees ; and if the peo- 
ple charaflerize any particular tree, it is 
from the ufe to which ij' is applied, as the 
'hall-nut,'* from its feeing to the con-, 
firudion of wooden hijufes. I Could cite 
many other examples, bitt it is fufficiehl 
to obferve, that this poverty of language 
proves how much men's attention has been- 
employed in objefis of utility, and how 
[ much at the fame time it has been cir- 
cumfcribed by the only prevailing intereft, 
the defu-e of augmenting wealth, rather by 
dint of labour, than by induftry. But to 
return to my jay ; 1 refolved to make a tro- 
phy of it, in the manner of the favages, by 
fcalping it of its fkin and feathers; and, 
content 

• Here the Author is a little inaccurate refpefling 
the Englifli language, as the fame word wall-nut-, is 
applied to the fame tree in Englifli, and with no refer-. 
ence whatever to any fuch uie. 

TkanilatoR. 
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content -with my vi^ry, I ptrflie^ my 
journey, which foon brought me amidft 
the fteepeft and moft difiicuk mountains 
I had yet feen. They are covered with 
woods a3 old as the creation, but which do 
not difFer from ours. Thefe hilb, heaped 
eonfufedly one upon another, oblige you 
to he continually mounting and defcend' 
ing, without your being able to. diftinguifti, 
in this wild region, the fummit, which 
rifing above the reft, announces to you a 
conclufion to your labours. This diforder 
of Nature reminded me of the leflbns of 
him whom fiie has chofen for her confident 
and interpreter. The vifion of Mr, da 
Buffon appeared to me in thefe ancient 
deferts. He feemed to be in his proper 
element, and to point out to me, under a 
flight cruft formed by the deftruftion of 
vegetables, the inequality of a globe of 
glafs, which has cooled after a long fufion. 
The waters, faid he, have done nothing 
here ; look around you, you will not find 
a fingle calcareous ftone j every thirig is 
quartz, granite, or flint. I made experi- 
ments on the ftones with aquafortis, and 
i I could 
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I could not help concluding, what has not 
obtained fufficient credit in Europe, not 
only that he fpeafcs well, but that he is 
always in the right. 

While I was meditating on the great 
procefs of Nature, which employs fifty 
thoufand years in rendering the earth habi- 
table, a new ipedacle, well calculated as 
a contrail to thofe which I had been con- 
templating, fixed my attention, and ex- 
cited my curiofity : this was the work of a 
fmgle man, who in the fpace of a year had 
cut down feveral arpents of wood, and had 
built himfelf a houfe in the middle of a 
pretty extenfive territory he had already 
cleared. I iaw, for the firft time, what I 
have fince obferved a hundred times ; for, 
in faft, whatever mountains I have climbed, 
whatever forefts I have traverfed, whatever 
bye-paths I have followed, I have never 
travelled three miles without meeting with 
a new fettlement, either beginning to take 
form, or already in cultivation. The fol- 
lowing is the manner of proceeding in thefe 
improvements, or new fettlements. Any 
man who is able to procure a capital of five 
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or fix hundred livres of our mftney, or 
about twenty-five pounds fterling, and who 
has ftrength and inclination to work, 
may go into the woods and purchale a por- 
tion of one hundred and fifty or two hun- 
dred acres of land, which feldom cofts him 
more than a dollar or four ihillings and 
fix^pence an acre, a fmall part of which 
only he pays in ready money. There he 
conduds a cow, feme pigs, or a full fow, 
and two indifferent horfes which do not 
coil him more than four guineas each. To 
thefe precautions' he adds that of having a 
provifion of flour and cyder. Provided 
with this firft capital, he, begins by felling 
all the fmaller trees, and fome ftrong 
branches of the large ones : thefe he makes 
ufe of as fences to the firft field he wiflies 
to clear ; he next boldly attacks thofe im- 
menfe oaks, or pines, which one wpuld 
take for the ancient lords of the territory 
he is ufurping ; he ftrips them of their 
bark, "or lays them open all round with his 
axe. Thefe trees mortally wounded, are 
the next fpring robbed of their honors ;' 
their leaves no longer Ipring, their branches 
- ■ fall. 



i.,GoogIe 



^ .TRAVELS JN 

:^1, and their mink becdmes a hideous 
jkeletoo. This trunk fiiU Teems to bravQ 
^e efforts of the ilew' crtlonift ; but wher6 
there art the fmalleft chinks or crevices, it 
js furrounded by fire, and the flames con- 
funle what the iron waS unable to deftroy. 
But it is enough for the fmall trees to be 
felled^ and the great ones to lofe their fap. 
This objed completed, the grouftd is 
cleared ; the air and the fun begin to 
operate upon that earth which is wholly 
■ formed of rotten vegetables, and teems 
with the latent principles of produftion. 
The grafs grows rapidly j there is pafturage 
for the cattle the very firft year'; after 
ivhich they are left to increafe, or frefh 
ones are brought, and they are employed 
id tilling a piece of ground which yields 
the enormous increafe of twenty ca* thirty 
fold. The next year the fame courfe is 
repeated ; when, at the end of two years, 
the planter has wherewithal to fubfift, and 
even to fend feme articles to market : at 
the end of four or five years, he completes . 
the payment of 'his land, and finds himfelf 
a comfortable planter. Then his dwelling, 
which 
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Vthax^ at'firft was no better than a larg« 
hut fonritd by a Square <rf the trunks of 
&ecs, placed one upon anpther, with the 
intervals 611ed by mud, changes into a 
handfome wooden houfej where he con- 
trives more convenient, and certMnly much 
cleaner apartments than thofe in the greateft 
part of our fmall towns. This is the work 
of three weeks or a month. His firfl habi* 
tation, that of eight and forty hours. I 
fhall be a£ked, perhaps, how one man, or 
one family can be fo quickly lodged ? I 
anfwer, that in America a man is never 
alone, never' an ifolated being. The 
neighbours, for they are. every where to be 
found, make it a point of hofpitality to aid 
the new farmer. A caffc of cyder drank 
in common, and ■vrith gaiety, or a gallon 
of rum, are the only recompenfe for thefe 
fervices. Such are the means by which 
North-America, which one hundred years 
ago was nothing but a vaft foreft, is peo- 
pled with three millions of inhabitants) 
and fuch is the immenfe, and certain be^ 
nefit of agriculture, that notwithftaniUng 
the war, it not only maintains itfelf where- 
ever 
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ever it has been eftabliihed, but it extendi 
to places which feem the leall £iTOurable 
to its introduction. Four years ago one 
might have travelled ten miles in the vroods 
I traverfed, without feeing a fingle habita- 
tion; 

Harrington is the firft iownjh'ip I met ■mth 
on my road. This place is iixteen miles 
from Farmington, and eight from Litch- 
field. Four miles before we come to this 
laft town, we pafs a wooden bridge over 
the river of Waterbury ; this river is pretty 
large, but not navigable. Litchfield, ' or 
the Meeting-houfe of Litchfield, is fituated 
on a large plain more elevated than the fur- 
rounding heights; about fifty, houfcs pretty 
near each other, with a large fquare, or ra- 
ther area, in the middle, announces the pro- 
grefs of this town, which is already the 
county town; for America is divided Into 
diftrid:s, called Counties, in feme Provinces, 
as in England. It is in the capital of thefe 
counties that the court of feflions is held, 
where the Sheriff prefides, and where the 
Chief Judges come every four months to 
deci4e civil and criminal affairs^ Half a 
mile 
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mile on this fide of Litchfield, I remarked, 
on the right, a barracfc, fiirrounded by 
palifades, which appeared to me like a 
guard-houfe; I approached it, and fiiw in 
this fmall inclofure ten pieces of brafs 
cannon, a mortar, and a fwivel. This I 
learnt was a part of Burgoyne's artillery,, 
which fell to the fhare of the ftate of Con- 
neiJlicur, and was kept in this place as the 
moft conveniently fituated for the army, 
and at the fame time the leaft expofed to 
the inftirfions of the Engliih. 

It was four o'clock, and the weather very 
bad, when I came near the houfe of a Mr. 
Seymour, to whom Mr. Lewis had given 
me a letter, afTuring me that I fhould find 
better accommodation than at the taverns j 
but Mr. Lynch, who had gone on a little 
before to make inquiries, informed me, 
that Mr. Seymour was from home, and 
that fi-om all appearance his wife would 
be much'embarraffed to receive us. The 
American women, in fail, are very little 
accuftomed to give themfelves trouble, 
either of mind or body ; the care of 
their children, that of making tea, and 

Vol. h E feeing 
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feeing the houfe kept clean^ conftitutes 
the whole of their domeftic province. I 
determined therefore to go ftriught to the 
tavern, where I was ftill unlucky enough 
not to find Mr. Philips the landlord : fo 
that I was received, at leaft, with indif- 
ference, which often hj^pens in the inns 
in America, when they are not in much 
frequented fnuations: travellers are there 
conlidered as giving them more trouble 
than money. The reafon of this is, that 
the inn-keepers are all of ihem cultivators, 
it their eafe, who do not ftand in need of 
(his flight profit : the greateft nipnber of 
thofe who follow this profeffion are even 
compelled to it by the laws of the country^ 
which have wifely provided, that on all the 
great roads there fhall be a public houfe 
at the end of every fix miles, for the ac- 
commodation of travellers. 

, A ftill greater difficulty I had at Mrs. 
Phihps's, was, to find room for nine horfe& 
I had with me. The Quarter-Mafter at 
length made them place fomc of them ini 
■the ftable of a private peffon, and every 
thing was arranged to my fatlsf4<tion, and 
that 
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that of my hoftefs. I cannot help remark* 
ing, that nothing can he more ufeful than 
fuch an officer, as well for the fervica of 
the ftate, as for that of any traveller of 
diftinftion. I have already fpoken of the 
funftions of the Quarter-Mafter-General, 
but I did not mention that he names a 
Deputy Quarter-Mafter-Ganeral in each 
ftate, and that the latter, in his turn, names 
an afTiftant in each diftrid to ad in his room. 
My horfes and baggage were fcarcely under 
cover, when a dreadful ftonn came on, 
which however was in my favour, at it 
brought home Mr. Philips : every thing 
'now aflumed a new face in the houfe, the 
pantry flew open, • the negroes redoubletj 
their activity, and we foon faw a fi^per 
preparing with the moft favourable au- 
' fpices. Mr. Philips is an Irifhman, tranf- 
iated to America, where he has already 
made a fortune ; he spears to be cunning 
and adroit ; and is cautious in talking to 
ftrangers : in other refpeds, he is more 
gay than the Americans, apd even given 
to irony ; a turn of mind but little known. 
in America, and for which they have no 
£ 2 fpecific 
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fpeciHc name, any more than for the dif^ 
ferent fpecies of trees and birds. KJrs. 
Philips, now feconded by her hufband, 
and mbr^ miftrefs of her work, foon re- 
fumed her natural fereriity. She is of Ame- 
rican birth, and a trU6 fankee^* as her 
hufband told us ; her face is gentle and 
agreeable, and her manners, correfporid en- 
tirely with her features. 

The 

* This is a name given by way of defifion, and 
CTcn fimple pleafaiitiy, to the inhabitants of the four 
eatlern ftates. It is thought to come from a favage 
people who formerly occupied this country, and 
dwelt between the Connefticut river", and the flate 
of Malfachnflets. The name of Buck-Jkin is given in 
the lame ntanner to the inhabitants cf Virginia, 
becaufe their anc^HoTs were hunters, and fold buck, 
or rather d^^er (kins, for we ftall fee in the feccnd 
volume thit there are no roebucks in Virginia. . 
The Englifli army lerving in America, and England 
herfelf, will long have reafon (o remember the con- 
temptuous ufe they made of this term in the laW 
unhappy war, and. the fever? retprt they met with on 
the occafion. — The EngTijh army, at Bunker's -Hill, 
marched to the irfulting tune of " Yankee" doodle/' 
but from that period it became the air of triumph, 
the lo Fosan of Anurka. It was (wif«^»th« Briiifli 
cat. TRANSLATOft. 
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The 19th I left Litchfield between nine 
and, ten in the morning, and purfued" my 
journey through the mountmns, partly on 
foot and partly on hocfeback ; for having' 
got into the habit of .travelling from morn- 
ing till night without . flopping, I from 
,tirae to time-took pity on my horfes, and 
fpared them in thofe deferts which feemed 
formed for the roebuck rather than for 
carriages and laden horfes. The name of 
the firft town I came to, proclaims it to be 
of recent origin j it is called WaJInngton. 
A new county being formed in the woods 
of Connedicut, the Hate "has beftowed dn 
it this refpc£table name, the memory of 
which will indifputably exift much longer 
than the town intended to perpetuate it. 
There is another county of Walhlngton in 
Virginia, belonging to the Protestor of 
America ; but its great diftance from 
this new city prevents all poffible incon- 
venience arifing from the identity of name.* 
This capital of a rifmg county Has a Meetitt^- 
E .3 ' fcoufe, 

* Other dates have llkewife commemorated the 
yiitues of this great man ni thcTaibe maimn'i "-'* 
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houfe, and fevenor eight houfes colle^edj it 
is in a beautiful fituation, and the cultivation 
appears rich and well managed ; a rirulet, 
which runs at the bottom of the valley,, 
renders the meadows more fruitful than 
th^y generally are in mountainous coun- 
tries.* From henCe to Litchfield, they 
reckon, 

* Tvo years after, the Author returned by this 
fiicfj where he had only feen a few houfes, and a 
fingle inn. The number was almoft doubled, and 
there were three very good and well accommodated 
inns. He has remained the fame progrefs through 
«Inoft ajl the Interior parts of the country, from the 
lay of Chefapeak tp Pi/cata^ua, that is, through k 
Ipace of iix hundred miles. This progrefs is owing, 
in great meaiitre, even to the mtsftx'tmiea of the war, 
Ttie'Englifli being mafieit of the fea^ tnade, or had 
it in their power to mak^e, what they . called . if^fv-. 
datary. expaiitkns. N^rks of thefc horrid expeditions 
were every where to be met with in travelling within 
(St^ miles of the coafts or rivers. In one of them 
ft wm agitated by the Generate- Garth^ Tjran, and 
thcb oftccrt, to boro the beanti^ and popular 
tOAW 'sf iieyibttvin in Connecticut, with its handfam* 
ooilege, &c. The latter GtTural was for ity but hap- 
pily, more humanti and irifer fpirits prevailed in the 
council. Sut thi^ , term, J{^ Qumeful to be aJopced 
into the .v<j^abiJafj; -of„wa)r,. denoted only 3 ,fmalt 
pti^[.f^f.4t9,ifavagcs they a£lually committed; mur-* 
der and conflagrations wcie perpetually the incidents. 
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tecfcbn, feventeen miles : I had ten mile* 
to go to reach Moorhoufe's tavern, where 
I hitended fleeplng, but not taking the 
fliorteft road, I travelled at leafl: twelve, 
and always among the mountains. That 
E 4 which 

which occurred. Hence it happened diat die citizens 
who were the moft eafy in their circumllances, that 
is to fay, thofe who, uniting commerce with agri- 
culture, had their plantations near the coafts, or the 
mouths of rivers, abandoned ihem for more tran- 
quil habitations in thtf interior port of the country. 
The little capital they truifported with them wai 
employed in clearing our new fettlements* whidj 
foon became profperous. On the other hand, com-* 
munications by fea becoming impradicable, it was 
neceflary to malce ufe of conveyances through the 
country: the roads in conrc«|itettce were made bet- 
ter, and were, more frequented; inns multiplied, 
as well as the cftablifbmcnt of all workmen ufefu] 
ibr travellers, fuch 4s wheelwrights, blackfmiths, &c. 
So that, befides liberty and independence, the United 
States wiU derive this advantage from the wtr, that 
commerce and populadon will- be greatly increaled, 
and diat lands, which had long remained barren, 
have been To fucce&fiilly cultivated, as to prevent 
them from being again abandoned.— —--7^/ TranJIater 
bad the tppurtimity -of making fht fame remarh, nit 
aaly in a, jeurney frotn ftrgima to New Ha^fiit't ' 
\Ut it "W"? ff ti* inttritr parts ef tht continent. 

TKAKilATOR. 
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which I took brought me to a pretty con- 
fiderable hamlet, called New Mslford-Bor' 
dering-Skirty or t!ie confines of MUford 
county^ and from thence into fo deep and 
wild a valley, that I thought myfelf com- 
pletely loft, until an opening in the wood • 
made me perceive, firft a meadow furround- 
ed by fences, then a houfe, and foon after 
another, and at length a charming valley, 
with feveral confiderable , farms, covered 
with cattle. I foon crofled this fpot, which, 
belongs to the county of Kent, as well as. 
the rivulet which flows through the middle 
of it, and after travelling three miles far- 
ther in the mountains, 1 reached the banks, 
of the Houfatoniciy or the rivo* of Strat- 
ford. It is unneceflary to remark that the 
firft is the genuine name, that is, the name 
given it by the favages, the ancient inhabi- 
tants of the country. This river is not 
navigable, and is eafily forded near Bull's 
iron works. We then turn to the left and 
pafs along its banks ; but if one is fenfible 
'he beauties of Nature, , if on feeing the 
{q -s of Fernet and Robert^ one has 

Pairft' ' 'Tiire its. inodels, it is impoffi- 
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tie not to be loft in admiration at the view 
of the charming landfcape, formed by tfaft 
combination of the forges, of the fali of 
water which feerns to work them, and o^ 
the variegated profpetS of trees and rocks, 
with which this piilurefque fcene is embel- 
lilhed. At the dlftanc? of a mile we again 
pafs the fame river on a wooden bridge ; 
we foon meet with another eaUed I'en-mile 
river^ which falls into this, and which we 
jfollpw for two or three miles, and then 
<;ome in fight of. feveral handfome houfes, 
forming a part pf the diftrifl: called V'he 
Oblong. It is a long narrow flip of land^ 
ceded by Connecticut tp the ftate of New- 
York, in e!f change for fpme other territory.' 
The inn I was goir\g to is in the Qblong, 
l{ut two miles farther on. It i& kept by 
Colonel Mqorhoufe ; for nothing is more 
common in America than to fee an inn^ 
keeper a Colonel : they are in general militia 
Clolonels, chofen by the militia themfelves, 
who feldom fail to entruft the command to 
the moft efteemed, and moft creditable 
citizens*. 

Ipreffed 

* At Leefburgh in Virginia, in my way to vifit 
peneial Gates,^ I ftaid three days at ^ houfe of 
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I prelTed forward my horfes, and hurried 
on to get the ftart of a traveller on horfe- 
back, who had joined me on the road, and. 
who would have had the fame right with 
inyfelf to the lodgings, had we arrived to- 
gether, I had the fatisfatSion, however, to 
fee him purfue his journey J butfoon learnt, 
with concern, that the little inn where I 
prOpofed to pafs that night, was occupied by 
thirteen farmers, and two hundred and fifty 
oxen coming' from New Hampftiire, The 
oxen were the leaft inconvenient part of the 
company, as they were left to graze in a 
meadow hard by, without even a dog to 
guard them ; but the farmers, their horfes, 
and dogs, were it\ po^eiTion of the inn. 
They were conveying to> the ^rmy a part of 
the contingent of provifxons furnifhed by 
New Hampftiire. This contingent is a fort 
of tax divided amongft all the inhabitants, 
on fome of whom the impofition aniount% 

an Engli&nan, a native of Briftol, a man of five ibo^ 
high, who united, in his ov/n perfon, the offl:« of ■ 
Caknel, Jnpce af the Peact^ Par'tjh-Ckrk, and Inn- 
iccpsr ; nor was he deficient in any of thefe fuuidions. 
Thasslator^ 
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to one hundred and fifty, on others to one 
hundred, or eighty pounds of meat, accord- 
ing to their abihties ; fo that they agree 
amongft themfelves to fhmifli a larger, or 
fmaller fized ox, no matter which, as each 
animal is weighed. Their conveyance to . 
the army is then entrufted to fome farmers, 
and drovers. The farmers are allowed 
about a dollar a day, and their expences, as 
well as thofe of the cattle, are paid them on 
their return, according to the receipts they 
are obliged to produce from the inn-keepers 
where they have halted. The ufual price 
is from three-pence to five-pence Englifli 
per night for each ox, and in proportion at 
noon. 

I informed myfelf of thefe particulars 
whilft my people were endeavouring to 
find me lodgings j but all the rooms, and 
all the beds were occupied by thefe farmers^ 
and I was in the greatcft diftrefs, wheh a 
tall, fat man, the principal perfon amongft 
them, being informed who I was, came to. 
me, and afllired me, that neither he, nor 
his companions would ever fuffer a French 
General Officer to want a "bed, -and that they 
■would; 
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would rather fleep on the floor ; adding, 
that they were accuftomed to it, and that it 
would be attended with no inconvenience. 
In reply I told them, I was a military man, 
ju>d as niuch accuftomed as themfelves to 
piafee {he earth my bed. We had long de- 
viates on this point of pqlitejf^; theirs was 
jnftic, but mqre cordijil £ind affefting than 
the beft turned pompHments. The refult 
ivas, that I had a tup^p-bedded rqom for my- 
felf and njy Aides de Camp. But our ac^ 
qijaintance ^id (lot terminate there : after 
parting from each other, I to take fome re^ 
pofe, they to continue drinking their grog 
and cyder, tjiey came iptp piy room. I was 
then employed in tracing my route by the 
rrfap of the (country ; this niap excited their 
cviriofity. They faw there wjth furprife 
and fatisfaaion the places they had paffe4 
through. They afked me if they ^ere 
known in Europe, and if it was there I 
had bought my maps. Do my alluring then^ 
that we knew America as wull as th? 
countries adjoining to us, they feemed 
much pleafed ; but their joy was without 
boiyids, when they faw New Hampfhire, 
. . thei?. 
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their country, on the map. They called 
their conapanions, who were in the next 
foom ; and mine was foon filled with the 
ftrongeft and mod tobuft men I had hi-" 
therto feen in America. On my appearing 
ftruck with their fize and ftature, they told 
me that the inhabitants of New Hampfhirc 
were ftrong and vigorous, for which there 
were many reafons ; that the air was excel- 
lent, their fole occupation was agriculture, 
and above all that their blood was unmixed : 
this country being inhabited by ancient 
families who had emigrated from Eng- 
land. We parted good friends, touching, 
or rather fliaking hapds in the Engliih 
faihion, and they afliired me that they were 
very happy to have an opportunity, lojhake 
hands 'wkh a French General^, 

The 

• The Tranflator, who as a difintereftetl, and de- 
termined friend to the rights of mankind, and to the 
principles of the Englifh Conftitution, could not 
but wiih fuccefs to America in her glorious ftruggle } 
as a native of England had many funitar occafions 
for interefting refledlioiis on the viciffitude of hu- 
man affairs, apd of the wickednefs of thofe who too 
iirequentlj^ direil them. But in no inftance was this 
more ftriking than in Virginia, where he (iff the 
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The horfe which carried my portman- 
teau, not travelling fo fall aB me, did not 
; come 

rrench afmy cncamfied ofl the very fpot, from 
whence BradtUci fet out oa his unfortunate expedi- 
tion againft the French) five and twenty years before. 
The traces of his encampment were ilill evident. In 
this expedition he was not only well feconded by th« 
Provincials, but had their advice been tinllowec^ hi« 
fuccefs would have been very dilFerent. It is worth 
obfcrring too, that no lefs than faur of the moft dif- 
tinguiChed of the American Generals were with him 
on the expedition. General ff^ejliingim was his 
Aide dc Camp, and after difTuadlng him as much as 
if of&ble from formihg his army in * the European 
manner, (the miftake which proved fatal to him) 
received him when mortally wounded in his arms j 
General Lee was in a detached party from the main 
body of the army ; General Gates fcrved in the army, 
and General Stipbens was (hot through the body in the 
engagement : Lee and Gates were Englifhmen, and 
Stephens a Scotchman ; all the four were now be- 
come inhabitants of Virginia. On the anniverfary 
of that unfortunate day, the Tranflator dined in 
the back part of the country at General Gates's, 
with General Stephens, from whom he had many 
curious particulars; nor was rfie wonderful revolution 
In the afF^irs and minds of men, the fubje£t of lefs 
anxious difcufGon with them, than with the Tranf- 
lator. At the time he is fpeaking of; indeed, during 
their whole flay, nothing could be more cordial and 
fincerc than the kind reception given to tiie Frcndi by 
^Virginians. Translator.- -■ 
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COCKS Up till the next morning, fo that it 
Sras ten o*elock on the 20th of December, 
Wore I could fet out. Three miles from 
Moorhoufe's is a very high hill j we then 
delcend, but not quite (o much as we af- 
cended J the road here is over clevate4 
ground) leaving large mountains on the left: 
the country is well cultivated, affording the 
prolpefl: of feveral pretty farms, vfith fome 
mills ; and notwlthftanding the war, Hopei 
townfliip is building, inhabited chiefly by 
i)utch people, as well as the greateft part of 
the ftate of New, York, which formerly be- 
longed to the republic of Holland, who 
exchanged it for Surinam. My intention 
rwss to deep five miles on this fide of Filh-- 
kill, at Colonel Griffin's tavern. I found 
him cutting and preparing wood for fences; 
he affiired me his houfe Was full, which was 
eafy to be believed, for it was very fmalL 
I continued my journey therefore, antl 
Reached Fiih-'Idll about four o'clock. This 
towa, in which there are not more than fifty 
houfes in the fpace of two miles, has beea 
long the principal depot of the American 
army. It is there they have placed their ma- 
gazines, their hospitals, their worli^ops, S^c, 
but 
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but all ttieffe form a town of themfelves, 
Compofed bf handlbme large barracks, built 
in this wood at the fot>t df the mountains ; 
for the Ameticans, like the Romans iri 
toanyrelpeils, have hardly any other wintei* 
quarters, than wboden towns, or Ijarrlcaded 
camps, which may be compared to the 
hiemalia of th6 Romans. 

As for the pofition of Fifti-kill, that it 
Was a poft of great importance is evident 
from the campaign of 1^7^. It is clear 
that the plari of the Engliih was to render 
themfelves mailers of the whole courfe of 
the North RiVer, and thus <C> feparate the 
Eaftern' and Weftern States. It was ne- 
ceflary therefore to fecure a poft on that 
river ; JVeJi Point was made choice of as 
the moft important to fortify, and Fifli- 
fcill as the place the beft adapted to the eftab- 
lifliment of the principal depot of provifions, 
ammunition, &c. thefe two pofitions are 
conneiled together. I (hall foon fpeak of 
Weft Point, but I fliall remark here, that 
Fiih-kill has all the qualities neceltary for a 
place of depot, for it is fituated on the high 
road from Connefticut, and near the North 
River, and is protected at the fame time by 
a chaia 
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a chain of inacceffible mountains,- which 
occupy a fpace of more than twenty miles 
between the Croten river and that of Fifh- 
kill. 

The approach of winter quarters, and 
the movement of the troops occafioned by 
this circumftance, made lodging; very 
fcarce : it was with difficulty I found any, 
but I got at laft into fa middling inn, kept 
by an old Mrs. -Egremont. The houfe was 
not fo clean as they ufually are in Ame- 
rica ; but the moft difagreeable circumftance 
was the want of feveral panes of glafs. tn 
faft, of all repairs, that of windows is the 
moft difficult, in a <:ountry where, from the 
fcattered fituation and diftance of the houfes 
from each other, it is fometimes neceffary 
to fend twenty miles for a glazier. We 
made ufe of every thing that came to hand 
to patch up the windows in the beft way 
we could, and we made an excellent fire. 
Soon after, the DoQ:or of the hofpital, who 
had feen me pafs, and knew nfe to be a 
French General-Officer, came with great 
politenefs to fee if I wanted any thing, and 
to offer me every fervice in his power. I 

Vol. I. F make 
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liiake ufe of the £nglifli word DoBior^ be- 
caufe the diftin£tion of Sui^eon and Phyfi- 
cian is as little known in the anny of Wafh- 
ington, as in that of Agamemnon. We 
read in Homer, that the Fhyfician Macaon 
liimfelf dreffed the wounds ; but our Phy- 
ficiaftsj who are no Greeks, will Oct follow 
that example. The Americans conform to 
the ancieht cuftom, and it anfwers very 
Well ; they are well pleafed with their Doc- 
tort, whom they hold in the highcft confi- 
deration. Doctor Craig, whom I knew at 
Newport, is the intimate friend of General 
Wafhington ; and the Marquis de la Fayette 
had very lately an Aide de Camp, Colo- 
nel Mac-Henry, who the year before per- 
formed the fundions of Doaor in the fame 
army.* 

The 

* My old friend Rumtteyy whom I had the hap- 
pinefs to meet with after an abfence of twenty years, 
during Whicl^ time he has been fettled at Alexandria 
ih Virginia, (whofe refpeflable father has been forty 
years matter of the Latin fchool at Alnwick irtr 
Northumberland, and his uncle Clergyman of Ber- 
wick) . had ferved more than one campaign as 
Colonel, Dof^or, and' Surgeon in the armyj he is 
held in the higheft efteem, and is on terms of the 
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The 21 ft, at nine in the morning, the 
Qiiarter-Mafter of Filh-kill, who had come 
Ifce night before with the utmoft politenefi 
to offer me his iervices, and to place two 
centinels at the door, an honour I refufed 
in fpighf of every thing he could fay, cal- 
led upon me ; and after drinking tea ac- 
cording to cuftom, he conducted me to fee 
the barracks, the magazines, and work- 
houfes of the Afferent wcarkmen employed 
Jn the fervice of the army. TTiefe barracks 
^e wooden houfes, well bmlt, and well 
Covered, having garrets, and even cellars. 
Fa fo 

greateft frietuUhip with General Walhington, at 
whofe houfe I Tpetit Tome days with him. But it 
if impoffible to ctmceive the cftimatton in friiich 
^ the medical men, attached to the army, were 
held during the war, by the people in general,' as 
well as the military. I travelled from Philadelphia to 
the American camp on the North river, with Mr. 
Craigie o£ that department, a moft relpeilable young 
man, and was witnefs to the grateful acknowledg- 
ments his countrymen fecmed evtry where to be- 
ftow on him, for the fervice he was rendering their 
fufFering fellow citizens, nor indeed could any thing 
exceed the zeal, pcrfeverance, and anentjon f^ this 
dqiardnent under the moftdifcouraging circumftances. 
TranslaTok. 
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fo that we fliould form a falfe idea, were 
we to judge of them by what we fee. in pur; 
armies, when oxir troops are barrequh* 
The Americans fometimes make them like 
ours, but this is merely to cover the foldiers 
when they are more within reach of the 
enemy. They call thefe huis^ and they 
are very expert in conftru£ting one and the 
"other. They require only three days to 
build the former,, reckoning from the mo- 
ment they begin to cut down the trees ; 
the others are finifhed in four and twenty 
hours. They confift of little walls made 
of ftones heaped up, the intervals of which 
are filled with earth kneaded with water, 
or fimply with mud ; a few planks form 
the roof; but what renders them very warm 
is, that the chimney occupies the outer fide, 
and that you can only enter by a fmall 
door, at the fide of the chimney. The 
army has pafled whole winters under fuch 
huts, without fuffering, and without fick- 
nefs. As for the barracks, or rather the 
little military town of Fifti-JtiU, fuch am- 
ple provifion is made for every thing which 
the fervice and difcipUne of the army may 
require, 
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requlrei that a priv&te and a prifoh are 
built there, furfounded by pallifades. One 
gate only affords acCefs to the inclofure of 
the prev6te ; and before it is placed a guard-- 
houie. Through the window-bars of the 
prifon, I diftinguiflied fome prifoners, with 
the Englilh uniform ; they were about 
thirty foldiers, or regimented 'Tories. Thefe 
wretches had accompanied the Givages in 
the excurlion they had made by LakeOntario 
and the Mohawk river. "Hiey had burnt 
upwards of two hundred houfes, killed the 
horfes and cows, and deilroyed above one 
hundred thoufand bulhels of corn. The 
gallows fliould have been the reward of thefe 
exploits, but the enemy having alfo made 
fome prifoners, reprifals were dreaded, and 
thefe robbers were only confined in rigorous 
and clofe imprifonment. 

After pafling fome time in vifiting thefe 
different fettlements, I got on horfeback, 
and under the condud of a guard which 
the Quarter-Mailer gave jne, I entered the 
wood and followed the road to "Weft Point, 
where I wiflied to arrive for dinner. Vowx 
OX five miles frpm Fiik-kill, I faw fom* 
F 3 feUcd 
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felled trecBy and aa opening in the wood, 
which on coming nearer I difcovered to be 
a camp, or rather huts inhabited by fome 
hundred invalid foldiers. Thefe invalids 
were all in very good health ; but it ia 
neceflary to obferve, that in the American 
armies, every foldier is called 'an invalid, 
who is unfit for fervice : now diefe had 
been fent here becaufe their clothes were 
truly invalids. Thefe honeft fellows, for 
I will not fay creatures, (they know too well 
how to fufier, and are fufiering in too no- 
ble a caufe) were not covered, even with 
rags ; but their (leady countenances, and 
their arms in good order, feemed to fup- 
ply the defed of clothes, and to difplay 
nothing but their courage and their pa- 
tience. Near this camp I met with Major 
Liman, Aid de camp to General Heath, with 
whom I was particularly intimate at New- 
port, and Mr. de ■Villc Franche, a French 
officer, ferving as an Engineer at Weft- 
pMnt, General Heath had been informed 
of my arrival by an exprefs, fent without 
my knowledge, by the Quarter-Mafter of 
HIb-kill, and he had difpatched diefe two 
4 _ officers 
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officers to meet me. I conUnuod my jour- 
ney in tte woods, in a road hemmed in 
on both fides by very lleep Mils, vhich 
ie»ned admirably adapted for the dwelling 
of bears, and where in ia.6: theyo&en m^ 
their appearance in winter We availed 
ouri^Tcs at lengdi of a lefs difGcuk part of 
thefe mountains to turn to the WefLwattl 
and approach the river, but vrhich is ftiU 
invitible. Defcending them flowly, at the 
turning of the road, my eyes were flruck 
with the moft mi^ificent piAure I had 
ever beheld. It was a view of the North- 
river, running in a deep channel formed by 
the mountains, through which in former 
ages k had forced its paflage. The fort of 
Weft-Point, and the formidable batteries 
which defend it, 6x the attention on the 
Weftern bank, but on lifting your eyes 
you behold on every fide lofty fummits, 
thick 'fet with redoubts and batteries, t 
leaped off my horfe and viewed them a 
long time with my fpying glafs, the only 
method of acquiring a. knowledge c^ the 
whole erf the fortifications with which this 
importuu poft is furrounded. Two lofty 
F 4 bights. 



j:,GoogIe 



j}i TRAVELSIN' 

-heights;" on each of which a large redoubt 
, is conftru£ted, proteS: the Eaftpra bank. 
Thefe two works have no other name than 
the Northern, and the Southern Redoubts ; 
but from the fort of Weft-Point properly 
fo called, which is on the edge of the 
river, to the very top of the mountain at 
the foot of which it ftaods, are fix different 
forts, all in the form of an amphitheatre, 
and protefting each other. They com- 
pelled jne to leave this place, where I fliould 
willingly have fpent the whole day, but I 
had not travelled a mile before I faw the 
.reafon of their hurrying me. I p'erceived a " 
corps of infantry of about two thoufand 
five hundred men, ranged in a line of bat- 
tle on the bank of the river. They had juft 
pafled it to proceed by Kingsbridgey and 
cover a grand foraging party which it was 
propofed to fend towards the White-Plains, 
and to the gates of New York. General 
.Starky who beat the Englifti at Bermtngton^ 
had the command of thefe troops, and 
General Heath was at their head ; he was 
defirous of letting me fee. them before they 
marched, I paff^d befor? the ranks, being 
faluted 
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ialuted with the efpontoon by all the 
officers, and the drums beating a march, 
an honour paid in America to Major-Gene- 
rals, who are the firft in rank, though it 
only correfponds with our Marechal de Camp^ 
The troops were ill clothed, but made a 
good appearance ; as for the officers they 
were every thing that could be wiflied, as 
S7ell for their countenances, as for their 
manner of marching, and giving the com- 
mand. After paffing the front of the lin^ 
they broke it, filed off before me, and con- 
tinued their route. General Heath con- 
duced me to the river, where his barge 
was waiting to carry me to the other fide, 
A new fcene now opened to my view, not 
lefs fublime than the former. We de- 
■fcehded with our faces towards the north : 
on that fide is an ifland covered with rocks, 
which feem to clofe the channel of the 
river, but you foon perceive, through a frat 
of embrafure formed by its bed in feparatr- 
ing immenfe mountains, that it comes ob- 
liquely from the weftward, and that it hat 
made a fudden turn round Weft-point to 
-open itfelf a paffage, and to endeavour to 
gain 
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gain the fea, without making hereafter the 
£malleft bend. The eye carrying itfelf to- 
wards the North-Bay and Confiitution Jlftandy 
(the ifle I have been fpeaking of) again per- 
cctTCS the river, diftiijguifhes New Wtndfsr 
on Us left bank, and is then attraded by 
diflfcrent amphitheatres fOTmed by the Apa^ 
Uchian Moimtains, the neareft fummits. df 
which, that terminate the fcene, are diftant 
upwards of thirty miles. We embarked in 
ihe barge, and pafled the river, which is 
about a mile wide. As we approached the 
oppofite fhore, the fort of Weft-Point, 
which, feen from the eaftern bank, feemed 
humbly fituated at the foot of the moun- 
tains, elevated itfelf to our view, and ap- 
peared like the fummit of a fteep rockj 
this rock however was only the bank of 
the river. Had I not remarked that the 
chinks on it, in feveral places, were embra- 
furcs for cannon, and formidable batteries, 
1 Ihould foon have been apprifed of it by 
thirteen a4-pounders, which were fired 
iiicceffiveiy. TTiis was a military, falute, 
'with which General Heath was pleafed to 
iionour me in the name cf the Thirteen 
States. 
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States. Wever was honour more command- 
ing, nor more majeAic} every gun wai^ 
after a long interval, echoed back Hcom. 
the oppoHte bank, with a noife ne^ly e^iaH 
to that of the difchw^e itfelf. When we 
reeolleft that two years ago Weft-Point 
was a defert, almoft inacceflible, that this 
defert has been covered with fortrefles and 
artillery, by a people, who fix years before 
had fcarccly ever feen cannon ; when we 
reBe£l: that the fate of the United States de- 
pended in great raeafure on this important 
poft ; and that a horfe dealer *, transformed 
into a General, or rather become a hero, 
always intrepid, always victorious, but al- 
ways purchafing vi^ry at the price of his 
blood ; that this extraordinary man, ai 
once the honour, and the opprobrium of 
his country, aftually fold, and expefted to 
deliver this Pdladmm of American liberty 
to the Englifh ; when fo many extraordii- 
nary circumftances are brought together ia 
the phyfical iind moral order of things, it 
may eafily be imagined that I had fufficienc 
exercife for reflection, and that I did not 
tire on the road. 

On 
* Beocdid Arnold. Tkahslator. 
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■ On landing, or rather on climbing the 
rocks' on the banks of the river, we were 
received hy Colonel Lamb, and Major 
Bowman, both officers of artillery; hj 
Major Fifh, a handfome young man, witty 
and well formed ; and Major Franks, for- 
merly Aid de Camp to Arnold. The latter 
had been tried and honourably acquitted 
by a council ' of war, demanded by himfelf 
after the efcape and treafon of his General. 
He fpeaks good French, as well as Colonel 
Lamb, which they both learnt in Canada, 
where they were fettled.* The latter re- 
ceived a mufquet fliot in his jaw at the 
attack of Quebec, fighting by the fide of 
Arnold, and having nearly penetrated into 
the upper town, Prefled by dinner time, 
we went immediately to General Heath's 
barrack. The fort, which was begun on 
much too extenfive a plan, has been fince 
curtailed by Mr. du Portail, fo that this 
barrack is no longer within its precin^s. 
Around it are fome magazines, and farther 
to the north-weft, barracks for three or 
four 

* Mr. Franks is the Con of a Canadian Jew. 

Tkakslatoiu 
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fiaur, battalions ; they are buHt .of Trood^' 
^dVimilar to thofe of Flfh-kiH. Whilft, 
dinner waa preparing, Gerter»I Heath ;^ok, 
me into a little clofet, which ferved himy 
as a bedchamber, and fliewpd me.the.in- 
ftruftions • he had given Qeneral Stark for. 
the grand foraging party he commanded.; 
This expedition required a. movement of 
troops in a fpace of more than fifty miles ; 
and I can affirm, that they were as welL 
conceived as any inftrudtions of that kind 
I have ever feen, cither in print, or manu-^ 
fcript. He fhewed me alfo a letter in 
which General Wafhington only ordered 
him to fend this detachment, and pointed 
out its objed, without communicating to, 
him, however, another operation connefted 
with it, which was to take place on the, 
right bank of the, North-River. From 
various intelligence, by . indirefl: ways^ 
General Heath was perfuaded,. that in cafe 
the enemy collefted his force to interrupt 
the forage, Mr. de la Fayette would attack 
Staten IJlandy ^nd he was not deceived ; but 
Mr. Wafhington contented himfelf with 
announcing generally fome movements on 
his 
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liiii fidCf adding, that he waited for a more 
£ife method of communicating the nature 
of them to General Heath. Secrecy is 
ftridlly obferved in the Americ^an army; 
very few perfons ar^ in the confidence of 
Afl Commander, and in general there is 
lefs faid of the operations of war, of what 
We call news, than in the French army. 
■ . General Heath is fo well known in our 
Ijtfle army, that; , I fliould difpenfe "with 
entering . into particulars refpe£ting him, 
H" this journal, in which I endeavour to 
recollect ' what little . I have feen in this 
country, were ' not deftiried at the fame 
time to fatisfy the curiofity of others who 
- Have not croflTed the fea, and to whofe 
amufement I am defirous of contributing. 
This General was one of the firft who took 
up arms, at the blockade of Bofton, and 
Baving at firftjoined the army in th^ quali- 
ty of Colonel, he was .immediately raifed to 
the rank of Majbr-General. He was at 
that time a fubftantial farmer or rich gen- 
tleman ; fcfr we muft not lofe fight of the 
diftinition, that in America, farmer means 
cultivator, in oppofition to therchant^ which 
every 
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inan is called who ia employed ia 
commerce. Here, as in England, by gentle- 
maftf 18 underftood a perfon pflflefling a con- 
{iderahli/reeholJ, or land of his own. Gene- 
ral Heath, then, was a farmer or gentleman, 
and reared, oh his eftate, a great num- 
ber of cattle, which he fold for fliips pro- 
Vifiona. But his natural tafte led him to 
the ftudy of war ; to which he has princi- 
pally applied himfelf fmce the period in 
which his duty has conciured with his in»- 
clination ; he has read our^beft authom on 
tadics, and efpecially the Taftics of Mr. 
Guibert, which he holds in particular eiM- 
mation. His fortune enabling him to con- 
tinue in the fervice, notwithftanding the ■ 
want of pay, which has compelled the lefs 
rich to quit it, he has ferved the whole 
war ; but accident has prevented him from 
being prefent on the moft important oc- 
cafions. His countenance is noble and 
open ; and his bald head, as well as his 
corpulence, ^give him a ftriking refem- 
blance to the late Lord Granny. He writes 
well and with eafe ; has great fenfibility of 
mind, and a irank and amiable chara^^r ; 
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in ihort, if he, has not been in the way of 
difpkying his talents in adlion, it maybe 
at leaft aflerted, that he is well adapted to 
the bufinefs of the cabinet. His eftate is 
near Bofton, and he commanded there 
when Burgoyne's army were brought pri- 
foners thither. It was he who put the 
pnglifh General Philips in arreft, * for want 

of 
* It may now be mentioned, widiout any in- 
vidious imputation, that the conduct of too many 
of die Britift officers, when priftiiiers in America, 
was as injurious to the honour and intereft of their 
country, as ^eftilute of- good fenfe and common 
policy ; of this the Tranflator faw many examples 
which made him hlufli for England. At'Lancalter 
in Pennfylvania, in particular, he was prefent at 
a , court of inquiry, inAituted into the C(»idu^ of 
fome firltilh officers who had brok.cn dieir parole 
more than once, and' tnfulted and beat die inhabi- 
tants of the country; nothing could be clearer or 
more decifive than the evidence, nor more polite 
and indulgent than the behaviour of the American 
officers who conilituted the court, yet were they 
t^enly infulted and qopt«mptuoufly treated by thefe 
magnanimous .gentlemen officers. Their names are 
withheld by the Tranflator, on account of their 
families ; they were a part of the army taken at 
York-Town, with Cornwallis. Captain Grenvilie oi 
the Guards, and ethers who conduced themfelve» 
really like gentlemen, can fay how well they were 
treated. Translator. 
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of refpeft to the Congrefs ; his conduft 
on this occafion was firm and noble. On 
bur arrival at Rhode Ifland, he was fent 
there ; and foon after, when Clinton was 
preparing to attack us, he affembled and 
commanded the militia. Who came to our 
afliftance. During his ftay at Newport, he 
lived honourably, and in great friendfhip 
with all the French officers. In the month 
of September, General Wafhington, on dif- 
covering the treafon of Arnold, fent for him, 
and gave him the command of Weft-Point ; 
a mark of confidence the more honourable, 
as none but the honefteft of men was proper 
to fucceed, in this command, the bafeft of 
all traitors. 

After giving this advantageous but juft 
idea of General Heath, I cannot but con- 
gratulate myfelf on the friendfhip, and 
thorough good underftanding which fub- 
fifted between us during his ftay at New- 
port, where my knowledge of the EngUfli 
language rendered me the medium in all 
affairs we had to tranfad with htm. It 
was with real Tfetisfaftion he received rae at 
Weft-Point ; he gave me a plain but very 

Vol. I. G good 
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good dinner. It is true there was not t 
drop of wine ; but 1 find that with ex- 
cellent cyder, and totiJyy one may very well 
difpenfe with it. As foon as we rofe from 
table, we hurried to avail ourielves of the 
remaining daylight to examine the fortifi- 
cations. The firft fort we met with above 
Weft-Point, on the declivity of the moun- 
tain, is called Fori Putnam^ from the Ge- 
neral of that name. It is placed on a rock 
very fteep on every fide j the ramparts were 
at firft conftru£ted with trunks of trees \ 
they are rebuilt with ftone, and are not 
quite finiflied^ There is a powder maga- 
zine bomb-procrf", a large ciftem^ and 
fouterrains for the garrifon. Above this 
fort, and when we reach the loftieft fujn- 
mit, there are three ftrong " redoubts lined 
with cannon, at three different eminences, 
each of which would require a formal fiege* 
The day being nearly fpent, I contented 
myfelf with judging by the eye of the very 
intelligent manner in which they are cal-. 
culated for mutual protection. Fort IVallis^ 
whither General Heath conduced me, was 
nearer and more acceffible, ThoHgh it be 
placed 
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placed lower than fort Putnam, it ftill com- 
mands the river to the fouth. It is a large 
pentagonal redoubt, built of huge trunks 
of trees; it 13 picketed, and lined with 
artillery. Under the fire of this redoubt, 
and lower down, is a battery of cannon, to 
range more obliquely" the courfe of the 
river. This battery is not clofed at the 
gorge. To that the enemy may take, but 
can never keep it j which leads me to re- 
mark that this is the beft method in all 
field fortifications. Batteries placed in 
works, have two inconveniences : the firft 
is, that if thefe works be ever fo little 
elevated, they do not graze fufficiently ; 
and the fecond, that the enemy may at once 
attack the redoubt and the battery : .whereas 
the latter being exterior and protefted by 
the redoubt, muft be firft attacked j in 
which cafe it is fupported by troops who 
have nothing to fear for themfelves, and 
whofe fire is commonly better direded',and 
does more execution. A battery yet lower, 
and nearer to the river, completes the 
fecurity of the fouthem part. 

G2 In 
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In returning to ■Weft-^Point, we law a 
redoubt that is fuffered to go to ruin, as 
being ufelefs, which in fait it is. It was 
night when we got home, but what I had 
to obferve did not require daylight. It is 
a vaft fouteri^n, formed within the fort of 
W^ft-Point, whefe not only the powder 
and ammunition necefTary for this poft are 
kept in referve, but the depofit of the 
whoie army. Thefe magazines completely 
filled, the numerous artillery orie fees in 
thefe different foitrefles, the prodigious 
labour neceflary to tranfpott, and pile up 
on fteep rocks, huge trunks of treesj and 
enormous hewn ftones, imprefe the mind 
with an idea of the Americans very different 
from that which the Englilh miniftiy have 
laboured to ^ve to Parliament. A French- 
man would be furprifed that a nation, juft 
rifmg into notice, ihould have expended 
in two years upwards of twelve millions 
(half a million fterling) in this defert. He 
would be ftill more fo on learning that 
thefe fortifications coji nothing to the Jiate^ 
being built by the foUiers, who reetived not 
the 
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the fmalleji graiificaiion^ and -ufho did not 

even receive their Jiated pay ; * but he would 

doubtlefs feel fome fatisfa^ioo, in hearing 

G 3 that 

• The zeal, perfcverance, and I may f^y, honour^ 
which (hone forth in the American army^ in the 
tnoft arduous and extraordinary circumltances, al- 
moft furpafs credibility. They were in general moft 
wretchedly clothed, fcldom received any pay, were 
frequently In want of every thing, from the public 
(tarcity of money, and the confeqiient indi^rence 
tS the contraAorg, and had daily temptations thrown 
«ut to them of the moft alluring nature, This army, 
was compofed of all nations, y«t they teemed to be 
peiraded but by one fpirit, and fought, and a£tcd 
with as much enthufiaftic ardour, as the motl en-- 
lightened and determined of their leaders. We all 
remember, when their intolerable diftre/Ics drove 
part of them to revolt in 1780, when Clinton fent 
emiflaries among them, with the moft advantageouB 
offers, and made a moveaient of his army to favou^ 
their defertion, that they difdalnfuUy refufed his 
offers, appealing to thdr hanour^ and delivered up, 
with indignadon, the Britlfti cmillaries, who were 
executed at Trentin. Mr. Hugh Shitld, and Mr, 
John Maxwell Nejbitty two Irifli gentlemen fettled 
at Philadelphia, who were entrufted v/ith the care 
of them, informed the Tranflator, that one of themi 
was an officer of fome nqte ii\ the Britifh army, 
On the morning of their execution, this gentleman 
^efired Mr. Shield to accompaity him to the nccef. 
fary, wherein he ftaid fome time, apparently wit^ 
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that thefe beautiful and well-contrived 
works, were planned and executed by two 
French Engineers, Mr. du Portail^ and Mr. 
du Gouvion, who received no more pay than 
their workmen. 

But in this wild and warlike abode, 
where one leems tranfported to the bottom 
of Thrace and the dominions of the god 
Mars, we found, on our return in the even-i 
ing, fome pretty women, and an excellent 
difh of tea. Mrs. Boman, wife of the 
Major of that name, and a young fifter 
who 

the hopes of effefting his efcapt, but this filing, he 
addreiTed that gentleman as follows. " 1 fee. Sir, 
** that you are faithful to the truft repofed in you,' 
** and that my die is cad: ; but as you are a gentle- 
'' man, I hope you will not fail to let General 
** Clinton know, that my fidelity is unlliaken, that 
" I die a loyal fubje£t to George the Third, and that 
" I hope he will not forget my family." ' He then 
made a' hearty breakfaft of cold beef, and was exe- 
cuted with his companion on a tree near the river 
Delaware, full of courage, and making the fame de- 
cUrations. To account for the fubordinate fituatlon 
in which Meflrs. Nefbitt and Shield appear to have 
zSkA on this occafion, it is neceffary ' to obfervc, 
that on all emergencies the merchants of Philadelphia' 
flew to arms and a£ted as common Ibldiers: 

Translator. 
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who had accompanied her to "Weft-Point, 
were waiting for us. They lodged in a 
Jittle barrack neatly arranged. The room 
they received us in, was hung with hand- 
fome paper, fumiftied with mahogany ta- 
bles, and even ornamented with feveral 
prints. After flaying a Uttle time, it was 
neceflary to return to General Heath's quar- 
ters, and to difpofe matters fot pafling the 
night, which was not an eafy affair ; ftir 
the company were much increafed in the 
courfe of the evening, by-thc arrival of the 
Vicomte de NodWes, the Comte de Damas, 
and the Chevalier Dupleflis. Mauduit had 
reached Weft-Point, which poft they had 
intended to examine minutely j but the 
motions of the American army determined 
them to fet out with me, in order to join 
Mr. de la Fayette, the next evening, or 
early the following morning Though 
General Heath had a great deal of company 
. to proride for, his Marechal de Logis had 
not much to do : there were only three 
rooms in the barrack ; the General's 
chamber, that of his Aid de Camp, who 
f efigned it to me ; and the dining-room, 
G^ in 
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in which fome blankets were fpread before 
a large fire, where the other gentlemen 
pailed as comfortable a night as could be 
expefted. The morning, gun foon fum- 
moned them from their beds j th? blankets 
were removed, and the. dining-room, ra- 
fuming its rights, vfas quickly fumiihed ■ 
with a large, table covered with beefr 
fteaks, which we eat with a very good ap- 
petite, fwilHng down from time to time a 
cup of tea. Europeans would not find tbie 
food and drink, taken together, to their 
tafte ; but I can alTure you that it made a 
very comfortable breakfaft. There now 
fell a very heavy rain, which had begun in 
the night, and Hill continued, with a dreadr 
ful wind, which rendered the paffage o^; 
the ferry very dangerous for our hprfes, 
and prevented us from making ufe of the 
fail, in the barge General Heath had giveij 
us, to carry us to King*s Ferry. In fpight 
of all, thefe obftacles we embarked under 
the firing of thirteen guns, notwithftand- 
ing our reprefentations to the contrary. 
Another circumilance, howevCT, gave ad- 
ditional vahie to thefe honours, for the 
pieces 
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jdeces they difcharged had belonged to 
Burgoyne's army* Thus did the artiUery 
fent from Woolwich to Canada in 1777, 
now ferve to defend America, and do ho^ 
mage to her allies, until it was to be enw 
ployed in the fiege of New York. 

General Heath, who was detained by 
bufinefs at Weft-Point, fent Major Lii'nan 
to accompany me to Ferplank^s-Poiniy where 
we did not arrive till between twelve and 
pne, after a continued journey amidft the 
immenfe hill? which cover this country, 
and leave no other interval than the bed 
of th§ river. The higheft of them is called 
Anthonys f^o/i j it projects into the river, 
and compels it to make a Uttle change in 
its qourfc. Before we arrive at this point, 
^e fee the ruins of fort Clinton : this fort, 
which was named after the Governor of the 
plates of New York, was attacked and taken 
in 1777 by the Englifh General Clinton, 
as he was remounting the river to Albany 
to give his hand to Burgoyne, * It was then 
thft 

• A poor fellow wh« was fent with a letter from 
Burgoyne to Clinton, inclofed In a filver bullet^ 
pufcuricd in his meBage, and loft his life by th» 
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the principal fort on the river, and bulk 
on a rock» at the foot of a mountain, 
thought to be inacceffible, and was farther 
*iiefended by a little creek which falls into 
^he main river. Sir lienry Clinton fcaled 
the top of the mountain, himfelf carrying 
fhe Britilh colours, which he, always held 
aloft, until his troops defcended the fteep 
rock, paffed the creefc, and carried the 
poft. The garrifon, cpnfifting of 700 men, 
•were almoft all taken, Since the defeat of 
Burgoyne, and the alliance with France 
lias changed the face of affairs in America, 
General Wafliington has not thought pro-? 
per to repair fort Clinton; he preferred 
placing his communication and concentring 
his forces at Welt-Point, becaufe the Hud^, 
fin 

$unenefs of names of the Amerlcati a^ Britifh 
commaiuJcrs. Falling in, in the woods, with a 
party of Americans clothed in Britilh uniforin, 
. which they had taken, he inquired eagerly foe 
General Clinton^ to whom \^e was inftantly conduited, 
iut on difcovering that it was not the Clintsn hv Vfa& 
m fearch of, in tl^e i^ce of a number of fpe^tors, 
he fwallowed the bullet. Emetics and purgatives, 
yrere inllantly aUminillered, which made him dif- 
gorge, and the unfortunate fellow was hanged od^ 
^ next tree. Translator. 
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Jon there mates a circuit which prevents 
veffels from remounting with the wind 
abaft, or with the tide j and Conftitutioa 
Ifle, which is precifely at the turn of the 
river, in a dire^on north and ibuth, is 
peifedly well fituated to protect the chmn 
which clofes the paffage for fhips of war. 

The Englifh, Jiowever, had preferved a 
very important poft at King's Ferry, where 
they were fufficiently well fortified j fo that 
\}j the aid of their Ihips, they were mafters 
of the courfe of the river for the fpace of 
more than fifty miles, and were thus ahle 
to repel to the northward the very impOT- 
tant communication between the Jerfeys 
and Conne^icut. Such was the ftate of 
things, when, in the month of June, 1 779, 
General Wayne^ who commanded in the 
Clove a corps of 1500 men, formed the 
projeft of furprifing Siotiey Point. This 
fort was in an entrenchment, furrounded 
Tvith an abattis, which crowned a fteep rock, 
and fomfed a wellrpicketcd redoubt. Ge- 
neral Wayne marched, in the night, in 
^hree columns, the principal of which was, 
Jed on by Monfieur de Fleury, who, with-, 
put 
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out firing a mufquet, forced the abattla, 
and entrenchments, and entered the re>* 
doubt with the fugitives.* The attack was 
fo briik on the part of the Americans, and 
fuch the terror of the Enghfh, that Mr, 
de Fleury, who was the firft that entered, 
found himfelf in an ihftant loaded with 
elevpn fwords which were delivered to him 
by thofe who a&ed for quarter. It muft 
be added to the honour of our alHes, that 
irom that moment not a drop of blood was 
jfpilt, f The, Americans, onc^ rajfters of 
one 

• This officer had already diftinguiflied himfelf 
on tranj occaflons, particularly at the retreat of 
General SuUivai^ from Rhode Ifland, and ft the 
defence of Mud Ifland. He went to America in 
1777. He has fincc been Major of the regiment of 
Saint Onge, and ferved as Major of brigade in the 
army of die Count de Rochambeau. On his retun^ 
to France, be was made Colonel of the regiment of 
Pondicherry, and is now in India, 

+ I cannot here refill a pang of foriow for the 
dreadful confetjuences of the late dcfperate and fata] 
war. Captain yetv of the 17th regiment, as brave an 
officer, and as amiable a man as ever lived, whom 
I had long knovm and eftcemed, when ferving with 
our common friend Montgomery in that regiment, 
(icre loft- bis life, refufing to take quarter. This 
gallant 
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one of the banks of the rivef, loft no time 
in getting pofleffion of the other. Mr. de 
Gouvion conftruiaed a redoubt at VetplanKi 
Point (nearly oppofite), where we larided, 
and where, by a lucky accident, we found 
our horfes, arrived as foon as us. This 
tedoubt is of a peculiar form, hardly ever 
ufed but in America: the ditch is within 
the 

gallant min Was already ptrtonttd with wounds 
received in Canada and the Weft Indies, fighting 
under his Colonel, GentrtU Jl^ucilcn^ in die preced- 
ing war, and was Aich a fpe^cle of a wounded body 
ftill in life, as to hi particularly pointed out to the 
King his nufter's notice at a review of the regiment 
near London in 1770 or 1771 } the King alked him 
many queftions, feemed much afield with his fitua- 

tion, exprefled his pity, and he was left to pine 

a fubaltern, and to follow his regiment once more to' 
icenes of war and a diflant climate. He deeply felt 
this ever after, and chagrin, no doubt, added to hit 
defpair, had made him wilh for death. The hto 
of my moft intimate and lamented' friend, Mont- 
gomery, who fell, as he thought in a better caufe, 
and on the very fpot where he had attended ffilfe^ 
to vit^ry and glory, affords ample food for melan- 
choly reflection, not eafy to be efiaced from fufcep- 
tible mmds, and who have lelt a double I0& of 
friends, la the horrors of this deteftable war. 

Translator. 
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the parapet, which is made fteep on both 
iides, and picketed at the height of the 
cordon ; lodgings for the foldiefs are form- 
ed below. The middle of the work is a 
fpace conftrufted with wood, and in the 
form of a fquare tower. There are battl&p 
ments every where, and it commands the 
rampart. An abattis formed of the tops of 
trees interwoven, furrounds the whole, and 
is a fubftitute for a covered way* We may 
eafily perceive that fuch a work cannot be 
infulted, nor taken without cannon; Now 
as this is backed by the mountains, of 
which the- Americans are always mafters, 
!t is almoft impoifible that the Englifli 
fliould befiege it. A creek which falls into 
Hudfon's river, and runs to the fouth"- 
ward of this redoubt, renders Its pofition 
ftill more advantageous. Coloml Lhingjiotti 
who commands at King's Ferry, has efta* 
blifhed himfelf there In preference to Stoney 
Point, to be nearer the White Plains, where 
the Engliih frequently make incurfions. 
This is a very amiable and well-informed 
young man. Previous to the war he mar- 
ried in Canada, where he has acquired^the 
French 
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French language: in 1775, he was one of 
- the- firft who took arms ; he fought under 
the orders of Montgomery^ and toot fort 
. Chambly, whilft the former was befieging 
St. John's. He received us in his little 
.j^pdel with great politenefs ; but to leave it 
with the honours of war, the American 
laws required that we ihould breakfall : It 
Was the fecond we had taken that day, and 
confided of beef-fteaks, and tea, accom- 
panied with a few bowls of grog ; for the 
commander's cellar was no better ftored 
than the foldiera wardrobe. The latter 
had been fent into this garrifon as being the 
worft clothed of the whole American army, 
fo that one may form fome idea of their 
drefs. 

About ■ two o'clock we croffed the- river, 
and ftcpped- to examine the fortifications of 
Stoney Point. The Americans finding 
them too extenfive, had reduced them to a 
redoubt, nearly fimilar to that of Verplanks, 
but not quite fo good* There I took leave 
of Mr. Llvingfton, who gave me a guide to 
conduct me to the army, and I fet off, pre- 
ceded by Meflieurs de Noailles, de Damas, 
and 
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juid de Mauduit, who wiihed to join Mr. dd' 
la Fayette that nightj though they had thirty 
miles to go, through very bad roads. This 
impatience was well fuited to their age ; but 
the intelligence I colle£ted proving to m& 
thit the army could not move before the 
next day, I determined to flop on the 
toad, content to profit by the little day- 
light that remained to travel ten or twelve 
miles. On leaving the river, I frequently 
turned round to enjoy the magnificent 
fpeftacle it prefents in this place, where its 
bed becomes fo large, that in viewing it to 
the fouthwardi it has the appearance of an 
immenfe lake, whilft the northern afpeiS: is 
that of a majeftic river. I was defired to 
obferve a fort of promontory, from whence 
Colonel Livingfton had formed the proje£t 
, of taking the Vulture floop of war, which 
brought ^ndri^ and was waiting for Arnoldt 
This veffel having come too near the Ihore, 
grounded at low water j the Colonel ac- 
quainted Arnold with it, and afked him for 
two pieces of heavy cannon, aiTuring him 
that he would place them fo as to fink her. 
Arnold eluded the propolal on fHvolous 
pretences, 
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preteiiGeS} ft thait the Colonel could only 
feing Mw four-ppUQ^er, which was at yier- 
plattk*j to bear .on her^ This piece raked the 
-v^el fore and afi:, and did her ib much da- 
mage, that if ihe had not got off with the 
dood, ihe muft have flruck. The next day. 
Colonel Livingfton being on the ihore, faw 
Arnold pafs in his barge, as he was going- 
, down the nTer to get on board the frigate* 
He declares that he had fuch a fufpidon of 
him, tbttt had im guard boats been near^ 
he would have gone afjer him inftantly, and 
a&ed him where he was gtnng. This quef^ 
tion probably would have embarrafled the 
traitor, and Colonel Livingfton*s fuTpicions 
being thenoe confirmed, he would have ar-' 
refted bim *. 
, Vol. I. H My 

• There is every reafon to bdieve that Arnold's 
treachery took' its date from his conac^on with 
Lieutenant Hele, kilted afterwards on board die For-( - 
midable in the Weft Indies, and who- was undoubtedly ' 
a Very ai£tive and induHrious fpy at PhitadelphU in die 
winter of 1778, whither bcwasfentfbr that purpofc 
in a pretended flag of truce, vrfiich being wrecked in 
Ac Delaware, he was made prilonei- by Cwjgrei^ a 
fubje^ of much difcuffion between them, and the 
commander at New York. That the intended plot 
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My thoughte *ere occupied with AmcAd 

and his treafon, when my road brought me 
to Smstb*& famous houfe where he had his in- 
terview with Andre, and formed his horrid 
^ot. It was in this houfe they paifed the 
night together, and where Andre changed 
his clothes. It was there that the liberty 
of America was barg^ned for and fotd; 
and it was there" that chance, which is al- 
ways the arbiter of great events, difccm- 
certedthis horrible projeft,' and that fatif- 
fied with facrificing the imprudent Andr^, 
fhe prevented the crime, only by the efcapc 
of the criminal. Aridr6 was repafling the 
river quietly, to gjuh New York by the 
White Plains, had not the cannon fired at 
the 

Was known in England, artd great hopes built upon it, 
long before It was to take place, is certain. General 
Matthews and other officers who returned in the 
aiHUnui of 1780, being often heard to declare, " that 
it was all over with the rebels : that tfaey were about 
to receive an irreparable blow, the news of which 
would foon arrive, &c. &c.". Their filence from the 
moment in which they received ;in account of the 
failure of the [^ot, and the difcovery of the traitor, 
evidently pointed out ^e objed of tlieir allu(ion9. 

TRANSlATOft. 
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the fiigate, made him apprdiend the fidl^ 
ing in with the American troops. He ima^ 
^ned, that iavoured by his difguife, he 
{hould be faf^ on . the right bank : a Sen 
nules from thence he was flopp^ and a 
few mUes farther he found the gibbet* 

Smithj who was more than fufpe&ed^ but 
not convi&ed of -being a piuty in the plot, 
is (till in pnfon, where the law proteAs 
him a^nfl juftice. But his houfe feems to 
have experienced the only chafiifement of 
which it wds fufceptible ; it is punifhed by 
foUtude ; and is in fad: fo deferted, that tho-e 
is not a fmgle perfon to take care of it, 
although it is the manfion of a large farm.* 
I purfued my route, but without being able 
to give fo much attention as to recoiled it ; 
I only remember that it was as gloomy as 
my reflexions ; it brought me into a deep 
vale, covered with cyprelTes ; a torrent 
rolled over the rocks, which I palled, and 
foon after night came on. I had (till fome 
H 2 imles 

* Smith'i is a very handfome houfe and beautifiiUjr 
fituated, but was in the Jame ddolate ftate wh^the 
Tranflator was there in 1780. Trasslator. . 
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miles toan inn, wh»e I got toIeraUy Well 
accoiumodaled. It u fituated in Havers 
^raWf and is kept by another Smthy but 
who .in no way rcfembles the former; 
be a0ured me he was^ a good whig, and as 
he gave me a good faiiper, I readily be-. 
Eere^ him. 

,, The 33d I fct out at eight o'clock, with 
the intention of" arriving in. good time at 
the Marquis dc la Fayette's camp j for I 
bad iesrnt that the asmy was net to move 
that day.* and I was defirous of being {u-e- 
fenttd by him to General WaJ}ir^m. The 
flborteft road was hy Paramus\ but my 
guide itififted on Biy turning to the north- 
ward, during me that the other road was 
not fafej that it was infefted by tones, and 
that he always avoided it, when he -bad let* 
\xx& to carryj * I took the road to the right 
there- 

* The guide gave the Marqius vety true informa-' 
tionj for the Tranftatorj who took the Pardmus roadj 
had leveraF welj'' founded alarms, ia paffing through 
that intricate country. At Hopper's Jl^l/y new Para- 
musj where he flq)t amongft myriads of rats in a milk- 
houlcj thelamily aflbred him, rfiat their quart«s were 
conftandy beat up, and horfes, men, &c. carried dF. 
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(herefore, and followed for feme time the 
rivulet of Romopogi I then turned' to the 
l^t, and foon got into the townflitp of 
Pomptotty and into the Totohaw road ; but 
V being informed that it led me ftraight to the 
main body of the army^ without paffing^ by 
the Tan commanded by M. de la Fayette, I 
inquired for fome crofs road to his quarter, 
and one was pointed ^tit to me, by whic^ 
pailiCLg near a fort of lake wluch forms it 
very ^;reeable point of view, and then croi^ 
0ilg fome very beautiful woods, I arriyed at 
a ftroam which &1U vaxo^wond Rivtr^ ex- 
a^y at the ipot where M. de la Fayette was 
encamped* His pofts lined the rivulet { 
they were well difpo£ed, and in good order. 
Atlen^Jli.1 arrived at the camp; but the 
Marquis was not there; ^iprized of my 
H 3 ■ coming 

At this place there was no locic to the ftable door, 
w4iich diey £»<] was hen a fi^rAuous xrticle, as tfieft 
iMBdhd w«re gwltyvf every *^ of videncc^ He re- 
ceived iunilar information from his friend Dtiltr 
Brawn of Bridport in Dorfetfhire, but who' has been 
\oag fettled in America, and was attached to the ctui- 
tincntal umy, with whom he breakfa. ed, at bis beauti- 
iiil little refideace, next moming. Translatob. 
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coming by the Vicomte de Noailles, he had 
^ne to wait foi* me at feren miles diftance, 
at head quarters^ iirhere he thought I {hould 
dire<!^ my courfe. He had fent, however. 
Major Gimat, and one of his Aides de Camp, 
to meet me, but they had takea the two 
roads to Paramus ; fo that by his precau- 
tions, and thofe of my guide, I was, as they 
fay in EngUfii, completely dtiappointedj 
for tt was two o'clock, and I had already 
travelled thirty miles without flopping- I 
was in the utmoft impatience to embrace M. 
de la Fayette, and to fee General Walhing- 
ton, but I could not make my horfes par- 
take of it It-was propofed to me to pro- 
ceed dire^y to. head quarters, becauTe, faid 
they, I Tcd^t perhaps arrive in time for din- 
ner. But fedng the impoflibility pf that, 
ajid bang in a country where I was known, 
I d^ed fpnje pats for my horfes. ' Whilft 
they were making this ilight repaft, I went 
to fee the camp of the Mdrquis, * it is thus 
they 

* It is impc^Ue to paint the eficcm and afie^on 
with which this French nobleman is regarded in Ame- 
rica. It is to be lurpailed only by the love of their 
^Uulliioiv chief. He has found the lecret of frinniag 
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they call Mr. dc la Fayette ; the Englifh 
language being fond. of abridgments, and 
titles uncommon in America. I found this 
camp placed in an excellent pofttion ; it 
occupied two heights feparated by a fmall 
bottom, but with an eafy communication 
between them.. The river Totohaw or Second 
River^ proteins its right, and it U here that 
it makes a confideraUe elbow, and turning 
towards the fouth, falls at length into the 
bay of Newark. The principal part of the 
front, and all the left flank, to a great diif- 
tance, are covered by the rivulet which comes 
H 4 from 

all their hearts ; nor to tkofe ivho know him is it nut- 
ter of any wonder. In the gentleft, and moft courte- 
ous.manncr, he' unites a franknefs, which is fuppoled 
to be not the general charafleriftic of his countrymen; 
his depOTtment is digni^ without pride ; and his zeal, 
a^vity, and enthufiafm in the caufe of America, diftinft 
&om all the political views of coJoperation with the 
. wiflies of his court^ added to a Sincere and uniform 
admiration of die greatefl and beft chara^r of ^e age, 
completely endeared this excellent ^oung man to grate- 
fid America. The JUarquis was never fpoicen of in die 
hearing of the Tranflator, without manifeft tokent of 
atachmentand afie^ion. Translator. 
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^om Faramus, and &i\s into the fame nvett 
This pofition is on}y twenty' piiles &dii| 
^New York, ifland j .and was accordifjgly p^r 
cupied by the van guard, confifling of lig^ 
infantry, that is to fay, by the picked .cc»:p$ 
(sf the Americap af ^y ; the reg^meqts^ in fa^ 
which cCHBpde . it liave qo grei^^di^, but 
only ^ cp0?p£iny of ligjit i^faqtry, anfweri):}^ 
to our Cbafews^ a,n.^ of whoiu battalions 
are formed at tt^e besinning of the cjun- 
paign. This troop mad^ a good appearance, 
irere better clothed th»n ^e reft of the 
^my ; the uniforms bpth of the officers 
.^d foldiers were fmarf and military, and 
each foldier wore a helmet m^de of hard - 
leather, with a creft of horfcr-hdn The 
officer? are arnied with e^ontoons, or ra- 
ther with half pikes, an4 the fubaltems 
with Aifilsf* but both were provided with 
fliort and light fabres, brought from France, 
and made a prefent of to thf m by M* de la 
F*y«tte. The tents, agreeably to the Ame- 
ncan cuftom, fprnied only two ranks ; they 
were in regular lines, as well as thofe of the 
officers ; and as the feafon was advancedj 
they had good chirnpeys, but placed differ- 
I ently 
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eady &oi|i ours j for they are all buUf on 
^e outfide, and coQceal t^ entfanoe c^ tin 
tents, which produce the double cflfefl: of 
keeping off tk« wind, and of profecrii^ 
be»t night and day. I law no piles of arms, 
and was informed that the Aitiericans made 
no life of them. When the weather is good, 
each company places its fufils on a wooden 
horfe ; but when it rains, they muft be 
removed into the tents, wluch is imdoubu 
edly a great inconvenience : this will be re- 
medied wl^ii the means of doing it are more 
abundant, but I fear much, that this will 
not happen the next- year. 

As I was walking in the front of th« 
camp, I was joined by an officer, who 
fpoke very good French ; which was not 
afloaiihing, as he turned out to be as much 
a Frenchman as myfelf ; this was M^ar 
Gahan. This officer came to America 
cm commercial aifairs, on which fubjeft 
he has even had a fort of trial with the 
Congrefs ; hut he was patronized by many 
perfons, and partipularly by the Oiewalier 
de la X-uzerne, our Ambaffador : defiring 
to enter into the fervice, he obtained the 
rank 
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rank of Majcn-, aiid the command of a bat- 
talion of light infantry. He is a man of 
abilities, and they are very well fatisfied 
with him in the American army.* He 
led 

* Major Galvao, mdf whom I was well acquainted 
in Philadelphia, was a French Weft-Indian, -who came^ 
as the Marquis de Chaftellux mentions, to America on 
commercial aftairs. He was aHowed to be an adive 
(Ood officer. During his refidence at Pfailadel^Ua in 
1782, be became enamoured of a beautiful and accom- 
plifhed widow of the firft diftin£iion in the country. 
Having conceived the njoft flattering hopes of fuc- 
ceTs to his palGoh, he was fo {hocked at finding him- 
felf deceived, that he formed the moft dcfperate re- 
felution. After writing a pathetic, but reproachful let- 
ter to the obje£t of his love, and another to her-fe- 
male friend^ filler to Mrs. Arnold, and arranging all 
his affairs, he fpent the day cheerfully in company with 
fome brother .officers at the inn where he lodged, but 
with Ibme ferious intervals. As foon as the tea was 
over^ retiring to his room, he locked the door, placed 
himfelf oppofite the looking glafs, and with two piftols, 
one in each hand, put an end to his exiftence. On 
my arrival at Bourdeaux, at the end of the war, I felt 
in ccunpany with a gentleman, vho for feveral da}>s 
was particularly inquifitive about the Major's condu^ 
what the general opinion of him was,, iic. Forni- 
nately, his. conduct was irreproachable ; had it been 
otherwife, this gentleman was imprudently fearching 
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led me to his tent, where I found a tAIe 
neatly fpread : he propofed to me to dinej 
but I did not accept it, imagining I ihould 
lofe nothing by waiting for that winch 
General Wafhington would give me. After 
all we have heard in Europe of the diArefTed 
ftate of the American army, it will s^pear 
extraor<tinary, perhaps, that fuch a thing 
as a dinner was to be found at the tent of a 
Major. Doubtlefs it is impcdfihie to lire 
without money, when every thing one eat» 
is to be paid for; a privilege the Ameri- 
cans poflefs no more than others. But it 
.muft.be underftood, that they receive rjh- 
tions of provifions, rum, and flour ; that 
they have in each regiment a Baker to bake 
their bread, and fbldiers to ferve them ; fo 
that an officer who taket the field with a 
tent, and a fufficiency of clothing, may do 
very well till winter without fpending any 
thing. The misfortune is, that provifions 
^inetimes fdl, or do not arrive in time; 
in 

for paun to hinrielf and me, as he, to my no Imall 
ftirpr^e aad mortification, t^clared bimlelf to be j6u 
brubtr. 

Tkanilatob. 
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ift which cafe they really fu^ ; biit (hefe 
fu-e criticai moments, which do act often 
occur, and may be prevented io futurej if 
thelUtcs perform their engagements, and 
the . QuarterrMafter--G<noraI, and Cont- 
iniflariea do their duty.* I I^ Mr. Gal- 
-van fitting down to dinner, and went to 
prepare my horfes, that I might get to 
head quarters before the day was fpent. 
Colonel Mac Henry, whom I have beiore 
mentioned, took upon bimfelf to condud 
mo. We kept along the river, which was 
on our Idt. After riding two miles we 
cam« in fight of &e left of the anny. It 
wa« 

* On the unlverral floppage of paper money, 
from its enormous depreciation, the worft of Q>ecie, 
ftotwithftanding the abilities and ft^vitj of Mb. 
MoniH the financier, occafioned grqat wants in 
. the army, aitd a totU indifference on Ae part of 
the etHitraitors i infomuch, that in the end of 1782, 
the arnjy was in dariger of difbanding from abfolute 
neceffity. h was on this critical occafion that 
Ctionel fVadfojtrthy whofc nierit has been fo well ap- 
preciated by the author, Itept in, took the conlrad 
on hinitcl^ and by his nanu and injlmente reftorni 
af&irs, and kept the army bother. America eanaot 
be too grateful to this gentleman. 

Translator. 
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waa enc^pcd on two hdghu, and in oae 
tine, ill «a extended but very good po&* 
tion, haying a wood in the rear, and ia 
the front the river, which b very difficidc 
of pafTage every t^here except at TetaHnnv* 
Bridge. But the fituation would be quite 
in favour of an army defending the left 
bank, the heights on that fide every wheio 
commandite thofe of the rigM' Two 
miles beyond the bridge Ia a: mcetUig-ho«ie 
of an hexi^nal form, which i& gkvea to 
their places of worihip by the Duteh Pref" 
byterians, who are very mtmerQus in tho 
Jerfeys. 

I was purfuing my jourticy, ctrtiverfing . 
with Mr. Mac Henry, when I was apprized 
by a confiderable lioife, that I could not be 
far from the great cataraO:, called TW&^w*. 
Fail. I was divided between my Inl* 
patience to View this curiofity, and that of 
approaching General. Waihingtonj butMn 
Mac Henry- informing me that it would 
not take me two hundred paces out of my 
way to Jee the catarad, I determiaed 'to 
avail myfdf of the remainder of a fine day, 
afld I had not in fed gone a" ftone's throw 
before 
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before I had die aftoniil^mg fpedacle be- 
fore me of a large river, which predpiutes 
idelf £rom a hdght of ferenty feet, and fo 
iDgtilphed in the hollow of a rock, which 
ieems to fwallow it up, but irotn whence 
it efcapes by turning flibrt to the ng\it. 
It feems to me impoflible to give an idea 
of tMs water-fall, but by a drawing. Xet 
us however attempt the pidure, leaving 
the finishing to the imagination: (he is the 
rival of Nature, and fometimes alfo her 
rival and interpreter. Let the reader 6gure 
to himfelf, then, a river running , between 
mountuns covered with firs, the dark 
green of which is in conta£t with the 
colour of its waters, and readers its courfe 
more majeftic ; let him reprefent to him- 
.felf an immenfe rock, which would totally 
clofe up the paffage, liad it not, by an earth- 
quake, or fome other fubterraneous revo- 
lution, been rent in feveral pieces, fix>m 
it& fummit to its bafe, by this means 
formiug long crevices perfeftly vertical. 
One of thefe crevices, the dqith of which 
is unknown, may be twenty-five or thirty 
feet /wide. It is in this cavern that the 
river 
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river having cleared a part <rf the rock, 
]^ecipitates itfelf with nolencc; but as 
this rock crofles its whole bed, it can only 
cfcape by that extremity of the two, which 
offers it an outlet There a &efh obftade 
prefents itfelf: another rock opposes its 
flight, and it is obliged to form a i^ht an- 
gle, and turn fliort to the left. But it is 
extraordinary, that after this dreadful £dl, 
it neither froths, nor bolls up, nor forms 
whirlpools, but goes off quietly by its 
channel, and gains, in filence, a profound 
valley, where it purfues its courie to the 
fea. This perfe^ calm, after a movement 
fo rapid, can only proceed from the enor- 
mous depth of the cavern, into which it is 
plunged. Idid not examine the rock with 
aqua fortisj but as there feem to be no 
calcareous ftones in this country, I' take it 
th be hard rock, and of the nature of 
quartz : but it prefents a peculiarity wor- 
thy of attention, which is, that its whole 
furface is hollowed into little fquares. Was 
ic in a ftate of fufion when r^fed from the 
bowels of the earth, and it blocked up the 
paffage of the river ? Thefe vertical cre- 
vices, 
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vices, th^e Qsnn oa the furface, ard tfaef 
ibe cffeds of its coolit^?. Tliefe are quet- 
^oa» I leaTC to the difcufiion of the learft^ 
cd : I fiudi only ob&rve, that there is no 
Tc^camc appearance; nor through this 
whole oouotry ftre there the imalleA traces 
of a vc4cano, of fucb at leaft Is lire pofteiior 
tp the kft epochas of Nattufe. 

llioagh "Do&or Mac Henry began by 
being a DoScr, before be was an officer^ 
and is well in&rmed, I did fiot find him 
much verfed \u natural hiftory, and I pre^^ 
forred qiieflioning him on the fitbjed of 
the vnay along the front of which I rode, 
meetmg perpetually vrith poft% who took 
arme^ the drum, beatings and the officers 
faiuting wuh the efpontoon. All thefe 
pofls were not for the fafety of the army ; 
many of tbeei wefe ftationed- to guard 
tKuiies and bEtms^ which ferred as mag^ 
'zincs. At length, after riding two miles 
f^opg the right flank of the army, and after 
pafling thick woods on the right, I fouhd 
myfelf in a fmaU plain, where I iaw & 
handfome farm; a fmall camp which 
f«emed to cover it, a large tent extended in. 
the 
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the court, and feveral waggons round it, 
convinced me that this was his Excellency'^ 
quarter ; for it is thus Mr. Wafhington is 
called in the army, and throughout Ame- 
rica. M. de la Fayette was in converfation 
with a tall man, five feet nine inches 
high, (about five feet ten inches and a half 
Englifh) of a noble and mild countenance. 
It was the General himfelf. I was foon off 
horfeback, and near hiol. The compli- 
-ments were ihort ; the fentiments with 
which I was .animated, and the good 
wiflies he leftified for me were not equivo- 
cal. He conducted me to his houfe, where 
I found the company flill at table, al- 
though the dinner had been long over. He 
prefented me to the Generals Knox, Waine, 
Howe, &c. and to his family, then com- 
pofed of Colonels Hamilton and Tilgman, 
his Secretaries and his Aides de Camp, and 
of Major Gibbs, commander of his guards ; 
for in England and America, the Aides de 
Camp, Adjutants and other officers attached 
to the General, form what is called his 
family. A frefli dinner was prepared for 
me, and mine } and the prefent was pro- 
VoL. I. I longed 
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longed to keep me company. A few glafles 
of claret and Madeira accelerated the ac- 
^u^ntances I had to make, and I foon felt 
myfelf at my eafe near the greateft and the 
bed of men. The goodnefa and benevolence 
which charadlerize him, are evident from 
every thing about him ; but the confidence 
he gives birth to, never occafions impro- 
per familiarity ; for the fentiment he in- 
fpires has the fame origin in every indi- 
vidual, a profound efteem for his virtues, 
and a high opinion of his talents.* About 



* Rochefaucault has faid, " That no man is a 
hero to his Vaiet de Chambre." Without com- 
bating the general juftice of the remark, this ex- 
cellent man is moft certainly an exception, Thofe 
who are the neareft to his perfon love him the moit, 
but this is never feparated from a marked degree of 
refpedt aild admiration. This is not only the uni- 
vcrfal teltimony, but I had myfelf the high gratifi- 
cation of obferving it. Before the war, there was 
not a gentleman within the circle of his neighbour- 
hood, who, havinif important concerns, or a &mily 
to leave behind him, did not clofc his eyes in peace, 
could he be fo fortunate as to get Mr. WafhingtOJt 
for an executor: an unequivocal proof of his in- 
tegrity. I have likewife the ftrongeit teftimony to 
refute thofe injurious infinuatioas which have been 
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hine o'clock the general officers withdrew 

to their quarters^ which were all at a con- 

fiiderable diftance ; but as the General 

I 2 wiflied* 

propagated by cMy, ignorance, or party malevo- 
lence, with the view of depreciating his talents. 
I had particular bufinefs to tranfaft with him in 
1782, refpefting the eftates of an old friend to whom 
he was executor, but which from peculiar circum- 
ftances had been totally negleiled by the noble heirs 
in England, from the year 1771, indeed I may fay, 
from the year 1767. I found his Excellency in 
winter quarters at Philadelphia ; on entering into 
converfation on the fubjefl, which was of a mofl 
etmplicatid nature^ the General modeftly apprized 

, ine, that from the a£ttve and turbulent lituation in 
which he had long been placed, never having been 
at his own houfe in Virginia fince the year 1775, 
but one night on his return from York Town, he 
was ignorant of his own afiairs, and was confe- 
quently afraid he could afford me but little information 
refpeiting thofe in queftion : but what was my afto- 
nifltment, v^en, after this prelude, he entered into an 
accurate detail of everything rcfpe£ling them, fcarcely 
omitting^ as I afterwards found upon the fpot, the moll 
minute particular ! On my arrival in Virginia, I had 
an opportunity of perufing, amtnigft the papers, many 
of his letters ^vritten whilftin the a^ve management of 

- the a^rs, ^ich fiirnilhed me with unqueftionable 
proofi of the clearnefs of his head, the honour and dif- 
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wiflied me to ftay in his own houfc, I re- 
mained fome time with him, after -which 
^e conduced me . to the chamber prepared 
for my Aides de Camp and me. TTiis 
chamber occupied the fourth part of his 
lodgings; 

intcreftednefe of his heart, and the uncommon perlpi- 
cuity and elegance of his ft^e ; To as to convince me 
of the identity of the pen that produced dlofc admira- 
ble epiftolary performances, which did him to much, 
honour during the war, and will ever mark the energy 
of his mind, and the excellence of his imderftanding. 
I have dwelt with the more fatisfa^lion on this parti- 
cular, as Envy, unable to detrai£l from their merit, has 
made frequent attempts to rob his fame of the honour 
of havii^ ever produced them ; and what relates to 
the public opinion concerning hi infelf he always leaves 
to the determmation of others. This hbartfelt, but 
faithful tribute to tranfcendent virtue and abilities, is 
the effiilion of a mind unaccuftomed to flattery^ and in 
an inftance where flattery neither has, nor can have 
any oijeSt. I had long revered his chara£ter before I 
faw him, and we all know t^at too much prepoflelHon 
is generally unfavourable on a nearer view; but to 
know Aim, effabliHies and heightens the m<^ fa- 
vourable ideas. ; and I law, and knew this truly great 
man, only to root in. my mind the moft fincere attach- 
ment, afteiftion, and venendoh for his perfon and 
character. 

Translatok. 
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lo^^g&; he apologized to me for the lit- 
tle room he had in his dlfpofal, but always 
with a ooble politenefs, which was neither 
cotnpUmentary nor troubleforae. • 

At nine the next morning they informed 
me that bis Excellency was come down 
into the parlour. This room ferved at 
once as audience chamber, and dining- 
room, I immediately went to wait on him, 
jujd found breakfaft prepared. Lord Stir- 
ling had come to breakfaft with us. He is 
one ctf the oldeft Major-GeneraU in the 
army ; his birth, his titles and pretty ex- 
tenfive property have given him more im- 
portance in America, than his talents 
could ever have acquired him. The title 
of Lordy which was refufed him in Eng- 
land, is not here contefted with him : he 
claimed this dtle from inheritance, and 
went to Europe to fupport his pretentions, 
but without i^ccefs. A part of his eftat? 
has been diiGpated by the war, and by Hs 
tafte ioc expence ; he is accufed of, liking 
die table and the bottle, full as much as 
becomes a Lord, but more than becomes a 
General. He is brave, but without capa- 
I3 city. 
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city, and has not been fortunate in the dif- 
ferent commands with which he has been 
entrufted. He was made prifoner at the 
affair of Long Ifland. In June, 1 777, he 
got into a fcrape,at Elizabeth Town, whilft 
General Waftiington made head againft 
20,000 Englifh on the heights of Middle- 
brook; he there loft two or three hun- 
' dred men, and three pieces of cannon : at 
Brandywine he commanded the right of 
the army, or rather the body of troopis de- 
feated by Cormvallis; but on all thefe occa- 
fions he difplayed great perfonal courage 
and firmnefs. I converfed a long time with 
him, and found him to be a fenfible man, 
not ill informed of the affairs of his coun- 
try. He is old and rather dull j but with 
all this he will continue to ferve, becaufe 
the employment, though not lucrative, helps 
to repair a little the djforder in his affairs ; 
and not having quitted the fervice fince 
the be^nning of the war, he has, at leaft, 
zeal and feniority in his favour ; thus he 
^'ill retain the command of the firft line, 
\Q which his rank entitle? him ; but care 
3 will 
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will he taken not to employ him on parti- 
cular expeditions.* 

Whilft we were at breakfaft, horfes were 
brought, and General Wafhington gave or- 
ders for the army to get under arms at the 
head of the camp. The weather was very 
bad, and it had already begun raining ; we 
waited half an hour ; but the General fee- 
ing that it was more likely to increafe than 
to diminifh, determined to get on horfe- 
back. Two horfes were brought him, 
which were a prefent from the State of Vir- 
^niaj he mounted one himfel^ and gave 
me the other. Mr. Lynch and Mr. de Mon- 
tefquieu, had each of them, alfo, a very 
handfomc blood horfe, fuch as we could 
not find at Newport for any money. We 
repaired to the artillery camp, where Gene- 
ral Knox received us ; the artillery was nu- 
merous, and the gunners, in very 6ne or- 
der, were formed, in parade, in the foreign 
manner, that is, each gunner at his bat- 
tery, and ready to fire. The General was 
fo good as to apologize to me for the can- 
I 4 y non 

» Lord Stilling died before the end of the war. 
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non not firing to ialute me j he faid, tibat 
having put all the troops on the other fide 
of the river in motion, and apprized them 
^at he might himfelf march along the 
right bank, he was afraid of ^ving die 
alarm, and of deceiving the detachmente 
that were out. We gained, at length, the 
right of the army, where we iaw the Penn- 
fylvania fine ; it was compofed of two 
brigades, each fcHrming three battalions, 
without reckoning the light infantry, 
which were .detached with the Marquis 
de la Fayette, General Waine, who com- 
manded it, was on hbrfeback, as well as 
the Brigadiers and Colonele. They were 
all well mounted : the ofBcers alfo had a 
very military air ; they were well ranged, 
and faluted very gracefully. Each brigade 
had a band of mufic ; the march they were 
then playing was the Huron. I knew that 
diis line, though in want of many things, 
was the beft clothed in the army ; fo that 
his Escdlency aflcing me whether I would 
proceed, and fee the whole army, or go by 
the fhorteft road to the camp of the Mar- 
quis, I accepted the latter propofal. The 
troops 
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troops ought to thank me for it, for the 
nun was falling with redoubled force ; they~ 
were difmifled, therefore, and we arrived 
heartily wet at the Marquis de la Fayette's 
quarters, where I warmed myfelf with great 
pleafure, partaking, from time to time, of a 
large bowl of grog, which is ftationary on 
his table, and is prefented to every officer 
who enters. The rain appearing to ceafe, 
or inclined to ccafe for a moment, we avail-, 
ed ourfeJves of the oppratunity to follow 
his Excellency to the camp of the Mar- 
quis : we found all his troops in order (rf 
battle on the heights to the left, and" him- 
felf at their head expreffing, by hie air and 
countenance, that he was happier in receiv- 
ing me there, than at his eftate in Auvergna 
The confidence and attachment of the 
troops, are for him invaluable pofleffions, 
welt acqtijred riches^ of which no body 
can deprive him ; but what, in my opinion, 
is ftill more flattering for a young man of 
his age, is the inHuence, the confideration 
he has acquired amongft the pcditical, as 
well as the military order: I do not fear 
contradi£tion v/hen I fay, that private let- 
ters 
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ters from him have frequently produced 
more efFeft on fome ftates than the ftrongeft 
exhortations of the Congrefs. On feeing 
him, one is at a lofs which moft to admirc» 
' that fo young a man as he fliould have given 
fuch eminent proofs of talents, or that 
a man fo tried, fliould give hopes of fo long 
' a career of glory. Fortunate his country, 
jf {he knows how to avail herfelf of them» 
more fortunate Qill fliould flie fland in no 
need of calling them into exertion ! 

I diftinguiftied, with pleafure, among the 
colonels, who were extremely well mount- 
ed, and who faluted with great grace, M, de 
Gimaty a French officer, over whom I claim 
the rights of a fort of military paternity, 
having brought him up in my regiment 
from his earlieft youth.* This whole van- 
guard 
* M. de Gitnat made the following campaign at the 
head of a battalion of light inlantry, always under the 
command of M. de la Fayette. At the fiege of York, 
he attacked and carried jointly with Colonel Hamilton, 
the enemy's redoubt on their left. This attack was 
made at the fame time with that of the Baron de Vio- 
rnenil, on the right redoubt, and with the fame fucceft. 
Mr. Gimat was wounded in the foot: on his return 
to Europe, he was made Colonel of the regiment of 
Martinico. 
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guard confifted of fix battalions, fonnlng 
two brigades ; but there was only one 
piquet of dragoons or light cavalry, the 
remainder having inarched to the fouth- 
ward with Colonel Lee. Thefe dragoons 
are perfedly well mounted, and do not fear 
meeting the Englilh dragoons, over whom 
they have gained feveral advantages ;* but 
they have never been numerous enough to 
forhi a folid and permanent body. The pi-" 
quet that was kept with the army, ferved 
then as an efcort to the Provoft Marfliai, 
, and performed the functions of the Mare- 
chcmjfee^ until the eftablilhment of a regu- 
lar one, which was intended. 

The rain fpared us no more at the camp 
of the Marquis, than at that of the main 
army ; fo that our review being finifhed, I 
faw with pleafure General Wa(hington fet 
oiF in a gallop to regain his quarters. Wc 
reached 

• The hirolc Tarleton has experienced that there ts 
fome difference between thefe dragoons and a furprifcd 
party of ill-armeil infantry and peafants. This gentle- 
man's forte was in the latter fpeciss of war; a forced 
march, a furprife, and a bloody gazette, are the records 
pf his glory. Transiator. 
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reached them as foon a$ the badneis of the 
roads would permit us. At our return we 
found a good dinner ready, and about twen- 
ty guefts, among whom wereGenerals Howe 
and Sinclair. The repall wM in the £ng- 
lifli faihion, confifting of eight or ten large 
difties of butcher's meat, and poultry, with 
vegetables of feveral forts, followed by a 
fecond courfe of paftry, comprifed under 
the two denominations of pies and pud- 
dings. After this the clo.th wa& taken off", 
and apples and a great quaatity of ni«s were 
ferved, which General Waihingt-on ufually 
continues eating for two hours, toq/iing «nd 
converfmg all the time. Thcfe nuts are 
finjUl and dry, and have fo hard a ftiell, 
(hickory nuts) that they can only be bror 
ken by the hammer ; they are ferved iaalf 
open, and the company are never done 
picking and eating them. The converiif 
tion was calm and agreeable ; his Excel- 
lency was pleafed to enter with me into the 
particulars of feme of the principal opera- 
tions of the war, but always with a mo- 
defty and concifeneis, which proved that it 
was from pure coniplidfance he mentioned 
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it. About iialf paft feven we rofe from 
table, and i'Mtnediatdy the fervants came to 
flibrten it, -and convert it into .a round one ; 
for at dinner it was placed diagonally to 
give more room. I was furprifed at this 
manoeuvre, and aJked the reafon of it ; I 
was told they were going to lay the cloth 
for fupper. In half an hour I retired to 
my chamber, fearing left the General might 
have bufmefs, and that he ''remained in 
company only on my account ; but at the 
end of another half hour, I was informed, 
that his Excellency expe&ed me at fupper. 
I returned to the dining-room, protefting 
againft this fupper ; but the general told 
me Tie was accuftomed to take fomething in 
the evening ; that if I would be feated, I 
ihould only eat fome fruit, and aflift in the 
converfation. I defused nothing better, for 
there were then no ftrangers, and nobody 
remained but the General's family. The 
fupper was compofed of three or four light 
diflies, fome iruit, and ^bove all, a great 
abundance of nuts, which were as well 
received in the evening as at dinner. The 
cloth being foon removed, a few bottles of 
I good 
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good claret and Madeira were' placed on- 
the table.* Every fenfible man will be of 
my opinion, that being a French officer, 
under 

• On my return from the fouthwar.-l in 1782, I 
fpent a day or two at the American camp at Verplanks 
Point on the North River, and had the honour of 
dining with General Waftiington. I had fufFered 
feverelyfrom an ague, which I could not get quit of, 
though I had taken the exerclfe of a hard trotting horfe, 
and got thus far to the northward in the month of 
Oflober. The General obferving it, told me he was 
fure I had not met with a good glafs of wine for fome 
time, an article then very rare, but that my difordef 
muft be frightened away ; he made me drink three' or 
four of his filver camp cups of excellent Madeira at 
noon, and recommended to me to take a generous glafe 
of claret after dinner, a prefcription by no means repug- 
nant to my feelings, and which I moft religioully fol- 
lowed., I mounted my horfe next morning, and con- 
tinued my journey to MalTachufTets, without ever expe- 
riencing the flighteft return of my diforder. The 
American camp here, prcfented the moft beautiful and 
pi£turefque appearance : it extended along the plain, on 
the neck of land formed by the winding of the Hud- 
fon, and had a view of this river to the fouth i be- 
hind it, the lofty mountains, covered with wood, form- 
ed the moft fublime back-ground that painting can 
exprefs. In the front of the tents was a regular con- 
tinued portico, formed by tlje boughs of trees in 
verdure, decorated with i^uch talle and fancy; and 
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ufider the orders of General Wafhington, 
and what is more a good whig, I could 
not refiife a glafs of wine offered me by 
him ; but, I confefs, that I had little merit 
in this complaifance, and that, lefs accuf- 
tomed to drink than any body, I accom- 
modated myfelf very well to the Englifli 
mode of toafiing : you have very fmall glaffes, 
you pour out yourfelf the quantity of wine 
you choofe, without being preffed to take 
more, and the toaft is only a fort of check 
in the converfation, to remind each indi- 
vidual that he forms part of the company, 
and that the whole form only one fociety. 
I obferved that there was more folemnity in 
the toafts at dinner : there were feveral 



each officer's tent was diflinguifhed by Tuperior orna- 
ments. Oppofite the camp, and on di{Un^ eminences, 
.ftood the tents of {bmc of the general officers, over 
which towered, predominant, that of General Walh- 
ington. I had feen all the camps in England, from 
many of which, drawings and engravings have been 
taken ; but this was truly a fubje£t worthy the pencil of 
the firft artift. The French camp^ during their flay at 
Baltimore, was decorated in the iame flyle. At the 
* camp at Verplanks, we diflin<£tiy heard the morning 
and evening giin of tiic Britilh at Kinglbridge. 

- Translator. 
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ceremonious ones ; the others were fug^eft- 
ed by the General, and given out by his 
Aides de Camp, who performed the honours 
of the table at dinner ; for one erf tham is 
every day feated at thei bottom of the table, 
near the General, toferve the company, and 
diftributc rtie bottles. The toafts in the 
evening were given by Colonel Hamilton, 
without order or ceremony. After fup- 
per the guefts are generally defired to give 
a Jentiment \ that is to fay, a lady to 
whom they are attached by fome fentiment, 
either of love or friendfhip, or perhaps from 
preference only.* This fupper, or con- 
verfation, commonly lafted from nine to 
eleven, always free, and always agreeable. 

The weather was fo bad on the 25th, 
that it was impolTible for me to flir, even 
to wait on the Generals, to whom M. de 
la Fayette was to conduft me. I eafiiy con- 
foled myfelf for this, finding it a great 
luxury to pafs a whcde day with General 
Waih- 

* The EngUfli tesdsr <will fee that the Author makes 
a fundi miftake here v it being the cuftom in Amenca, as 
in England, :to^ve 2.1ady,-«rafenli[iicnt, or bpth. 

TaANStATOB, 
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Wafhington;, as if he were at his houfe in 
the country, and had nothing to do. The 
Generals Glover, Hwit'ingdony and fome 
others, dined with us, and the Colonels 
Stewart and Butler^ two officers dlftinguifhed 
in the army. The intelligence received 
thia day occafioned the propofed attack on 
Staten Ifland to be laid afide. The foraging 
party under General Starke had met with 
the mcft complete fuccefs ; the enemy not 
having thought proper to difturb them, fo 
that they had not ftripped the pofts in the 
quarter where it was intended to attack 
them : befides, that this expedition could 
only have been a coup de main, rendered 
very difficult by the badnefs of the roads 
from the excellive rains. It was deter- 
mined therefore that the army ffiould march 
the next day to winter quarters, and that 
I lliould continue my route to Philadel- 
phia. 

The weather being fair, on the 26th, I 
got on horfeback, after breakfafting with the 
General. He was fo attentive as to give me 
the horfe he rode on, the day of my arrival, 
which I had greatly commended : . I found 

Vol. I. K him 
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him as good as he is handCome; hilt aboVtf 
all, perfedly wdi broken and well trained^ 
having a good month, eafy in handj and 
flopping Oiort in a gallop without bearing 
the bit. I mention thefe minute particu- 
lars, becaufe it is the General himfelf who 
breaks all his own horfes ; and he is a veiy 
excellent and bold hQrfeman, leaping the 
higheft fences, and going extremely quick^ 
without (landing upoii his {timips, bearing 
on the bridle, or letting his horfe run wild { 
circumftances which otir young men look 
upon as fo eflential a part of Englifh horfe- 
manfhip, that they would rather break a 
leg or an arm than renounce them. 

My firft vifit was to General Wayne^ 
where Mr. de la Fayette was waiting to con-> 
du^-me to the other general officers of the 
line. ' We were received by General Hun- 
tingdon, who appeared rather young foi' 
the rank of Brigadier-General, which he 
has held two years : his carriage is cold and 
referved, but one Is not long in perceiving 
him to be a man of fenfe and information j 
by General Glover, about five and forty, a 
Uttle man, but a^rve and a good foldier j 

3 ^y 
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hf Gweral Howe, who is one of -the oHeft 
Majors GefteraJ, dnd who enjoys the coDr 
fideratioa due to Jiis rank, though, from 
. unfavourable (drcumftances, he has hot been 
fortunate 1*1 war, particularly in Geor^a, 
where he commanded with a very fmall 
force, at the time General Prevoft took poC* 
ieflion of it ; he is fond of mufic, the arts, 
and pieafure, and has a cultivated mind. I 
remained a confiderable time with htm, 
and W a very curious lu/its mtura^ but as 
hideous as poITible. It was a young man 
of a Dutch family, whofe head was become 
fo enormous, that it took the whole nou- 
rifhment from his body ; and his hands 
and arms were fo weak, that he was unable 
to make ufe of them." He lies conftantly 
in bed, with his monllrous head fupported 
by a pillow ; and as he has long been ac- 
cuftomed to lie on his right fide, his right 
arm is in a ftate of atro|Ay : he is not quite 
an ideot, but he could never leani any thing, 
and has no mcH'e reafon than a child of five 
or fix years cUd, though he is feven and 
twflnty. This extraordinary derangement 
of the anifos^ -ceconcHny proceeds from a 
K a dropfy. 
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dropfy, with which he was attacked- in hfe 
infancy, and which difplaced the bones 
that form the cranium. We know that 
thefe bones are joined together by futurei, 
■which are foft in the firft period of life, 
and harden and offify with age. Such 
an exuberance, fo great an afflux of hu- 
mour in that, which of all the vifcera feems 
to require the moft esiaft proportion, as 
Well in what relates to the life as to the 
underftahding of man, afford ftronger proof 
of the neceffity of an equilibrium between 
the folids and fluids, than the exiftence of 
the final caufes. 

General Knox, whom we had met, and 
wto accompanied ^s, brought us back to 
head quarters, through a wood, as the 
. fhorteft way, and to fall into a road leading 
to his houfe, where we wifhed to pay our 
compliments to Mrs. Knox. We found 
her fettled in a little farm, where fhe haid 
paffed part of the campaign ; for fhe never 
quits herhufband. A child of fix months, 
and a Ihtle girl of three yea'Ts old, formed a 
Tccilfomrly for the General. As for him- . 
felf, he is between thirty uid forty, very 
. . fat. 
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fit, but .very active, and of a gay and amiable 
chaj-adgr. ■ Previous to die war he was a 
bookfeller at Bpfton, ajid ufed to.amufe 
himfelf in .reading feme military books in 
his ihop. Such was the origin and thp 
£rft knowledge he acquired of the art of 
war, and of the taftehe has had ever fince for 
th« ^offeffion of attns. From the very firft 
campaign, he wafe entrufted with the com- 
mand, of the artillery, and it has turned out 
that it could not have been placed in better 
hamdg. - It was he whom M. du Coudray 
endeavoured to fupplant, and who had no 
difficulty in removing him, Jt was fortu- 
nate for M. du Coudray» perhaps, that he 
was. .drowned in the Schuylkill^ rather than 
to be fwaliowed up in the intrigues he, was 
engaged in, and which might have been 
productive of much mifchief,* 

K 3 ■ , On 

♦ General Cnox, who retained until the peace Hie 
fame' fituation in the American army, commanded 
their artillery at the fiege of York. One cannot too 
much admire the intelligence and afUvity with which 
he collefted irom all quarters, tranfimited, difem- 
barked and conveyed to tiic batteries the train de- 
ftined for the (iege, ' and which confifted of more than 
^rty pieces of cannoD and mortars of a large bore : 
this 
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Qn our mum to head quartera, we fonacj 

ftveral General Officers and Colonels, with 

whom we dined. I had an c^portunity of 

converfmg 

tiiis artillery was aJways extremely well ferved, Ge-. 
neral Knox never ceafing to AtoSt itt and frequeti^ 
taking the trouble himfetf of poiiitiilg the mActm^, 
He (carcely ever quitted the batteiie'S > aa4t ^en A( 
town furrcndered, he ftood in need of the fame 
activity and the fame refources to remove and 
tranfport the enemy's artillery, which confiffed gf 
upwards of two hundred hnehes a fiuy wldi sU- tho 
ammunition beloAging to diem^ The rank of Ma-i 
jor General was the lecompenfr of his fcrvices. 

It may bff obferved, that if on this occaCon the 
Englifli were aftonifhed at the juftnels of tfie firing^ 
and terrible execution of die French artillery, wc 
Were net lefs fo at the extrAordinary progreft of xhn 
American artillery, as well as the Capacity and know* 
ledge of a great number of the officers employed in it. 

As for General Knox, to praife his military ta- 
lents only, would be to deprive him of half of the 
eulogium which he merits : A man of itfiderdanding^ 
a well formed man, gay, fmccre, and honeft ; it is 
impoiHble to know ^thout efteeming him, or to fee 
without loving him. In the text, it is (aid tJiat he, 
wasi a bookfeller at Bofton before the wu : this is 
not perfe&ly the truth. He carried on trade in va- 
rious articles, and according to the Ameiicui cuftom, 
be fold them Whc4efale and retail. Books, but par- 
ticularly French books, mode part <^ this cwnmerc^ 
^t 
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effliTerfing more particularly with General 
IVayne ; he has fcrved more than any officer 
of the Ameiican army, and his ferviceK have 
been more diftinguiJhed, * though he 13 
yet but young. He is renfible, and his 
converfatioQ is agreeable and animated. — 
The afiair of Stooey Point has g^ned hin^ 
much honour in the army ; however, he is 
only a Bngadier General j This arlfes from 
the nomination to the fuperior ranks being 
vefled in the flates to whom the troops be- 
long, and that the ftate of Pennfylvania ha^ 
pot thought proper to make any promotion, 
K 4 apparently 

but h? emplc^d bimfelf more in reading than felling 
them. Before the revolution he was one of the 
principal cjdzem of Bofton ; at prefcnt, he belongs to 
the whole world by his reputatwn and his fuccefs. 
Thus have ^ Englifli, contrarj tp their intention^ 
added to tbe ornament of the human fpecies, by 
awakening talents and virtues where they thought 
to find nothing bi|t ignorance ai^d weal^nefs. 

• This might in fome refpeS be true at. the time 
the Marquis fpeaks o^ but let the foutbern cam- 
(»igns be attended to, and juftice will be done to 
the aOive zeal, tbe wonderful exertions, thi; unabat- 
|ng courage of that great officer Geiural Grtm i othe^ 
exceptions might be made, but this ftands conQ)icn- 
ous, Transiator, 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



I3&. TRAVELS IN 

apparently from principles of oeconomy. 
The remainder of the day I dedicated to the 
enjoyment of General Wafliington's com- 
pany, whom I was to qpit the next day. 
He was fo good as to point out to me him- 
felf- my journey, to fend on before to pre- 
pare me lodgings, and to give me a Colo- 
nel to conduft me as far as Trenton, The 
next morning all the General's baggage 
was packed up, which did not hinder us 
from breakfafting, before we parted, he 
for his winter quarters, and I for my jouic 
ncy to Philadelphia, 

Here would be the proper place to give 
the portrait of General Wafhington : but 
what can my teftimony add to the idea al- 
ready formed of him I The continent of 
North America, from Bofton to Charley 
Town, is a great volume, every page of 
which prefents his eulogium. I know, that 
having had the opportunity of a near in- 
fpeflion, anU of clofely obferving him, fome 
more particular details ^ay be expefted 
from me ; but the ftrongeft charafteriftic of 
this refpedable man is the perfect union 
which reigns between the phyficai and mo- 
n\. 
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ral qualities whkh compofe the individual, 
one alone will enable you to judge of all the 
reft. If you are prefented with medals of 
Caefar, or Trajan, or Alexander, on examin- 
ing their features, you will' ftill be led to 
alfc what was their ftature, and the form of 
their perfons ; but if you difcovef, in a heap 
of ruins, the head or the limb of an antique 
Apolle^ be not curious about the other parta, 
but reft affured that they all were conform- 
able to thofe of a God.^ Let not this com- 
parifori be attributed to enthufiafm ! It \» 
not my intention to exaggerate, I wifti only 
to esprefs the impreffion General Waflung- 
ton has left on my mind j the idea of a per- 
h&. whole, that cannot be the produce of 
enthufiafm, which rather would rejeiii it, 
fince the efFedt of proportion is to diminifti 
the idea of greatnefs. Brave without te- 
merity, laborious without ambition, gene- 
rous without prodigality, noble without 
pride, virtuous without feverity ; he feems 
always to have confined himfelf within 
thofe limits, where the virtues, by cloth- 
ing themfelves in more lively, but more 
changeable and doubtful colours, may te 
millakcn 
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piiilajccn for faults. 1'hh is thefevenfhyeaif 
that be has commanded the arm/y md that he 
has obeyed the Congrefs ; more need not hejaid^ 
ejpec'ia^ in America, tvhere they know hofw ta 
appreciate all the merit contained in this Jimpit 
faSl. Let it he repeated that Ccmde was 
intrepidj Turenne |»vdent, Eugene adroit^ 
Catinat difinterefted. It is not thus that 
Waihington will be charaderifed. It will 
be faid of him, at the end of a long 

CIVIL VAR, H£ HAD NOTHING WITI] 
WHICH HE COULD REPROACH HIMSELF. 

if any thing can be more marvellous than 
fnch a charader, it is the unanimity of the 
public fuffrages in is favour. Soldier, 
ma^ftrate, people, all love and admire him ; 
^n fpeak of him in terms of tendemefs ani] 
veneration. Does there then exift a virtue 
capable of reftraining the injuftice of man- 
kind; or arc glory and happinefs too re-^ 
cently eftablifhed in America, for Envy ta 
have deigned to pafs the feas ?- 

In fpeaking of this perfeS whole of 

which General Wafhington furniflies the 

idea, I have not excluded exterior form. 

His ftatiire is noble and lofty, he is well 

made^ 
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made, and exa^y prt^mtioned ; HU phy- 
fiognomy mUd and agree^le, bat fuch as 
to render it impoffible to fpeak particularly 
of any of Ma features, fo that in quitting 
bim, you hare only the recolleilion of a fiiie' 
face. He has neither a grave nor a familiar 
sir, his brow is fometimes marked with 
thought, but never with inquietude ; in 
infpiring refpedt^ ho infpirea confidence, 
and his fmile is always the fmile of bene-i 
yolepce.* 

But aboye all, it is in the midfl: of hi^ 

General Officers, that it is interefting to be-- 

l^old him. General in a republic, he has 

not 

t 

fit is impoffible for an^ man wKo has had thq 
^ppinds to approach the General, not to admira 
(he acciiracy of this defcription, and the juftnefs 
and happinefs with which it is developed, or to read 
it without the ftrongcft emotion. It is here above 
fVy the TranllatOf mull apologize for his author ; it 
|s not poffible to do jufticc (o the original* to feel all 
its elegance it mull be read in the language in whicl\ 
(t was written. Pofterity, future hillorians, will bq 
gratefiil to the Marquis de Chaftellux for this ex- 
quilite portraitj every feature, and every tint of which 
will fland die tcft of the fevercft fcrutiny, and b« 
^nded down to diftan^ ages in never-fading colours. 
Transi-ator. 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGot:igIe 



^^a TRAVELS IN ' 

not the impoiing ftatelinefs of a Marechalt 
de France who ^ves i6e orJer ; a hero in a 
republic, he excites another fort of refpeft*. 
which feems to fpring from, the fole idea, 
that tjie fafety of each individual is attached 
to his perfon. As for the reft, -I muft ob- 
ferve on this pccafion, that the General 
Officers of the American army have a very' 
military and a very becoming carriage ; that 
even all the officers, whofe charaders were 
brought into public view, unite much polite- 
nefe to a great deal of c^parity ; that the head 
quarters of this army, in fliort, neither pre- 
fctit the iniage of want, nor ijiexp^yienc?, 
When one fees the battalion of the General's 
gpjards encamped within the precindls of 
his houfc; nine waggons, deftined to carry 
his baggage, ranged in his court ; a great 
^umber of grooms taking care of very fine 
horfes belonging to, the Genera\ Officer^ 
ajid their Aides de Camp ; when one olv 
ferves the perfed order that rdgns within 
thefe precinfts, where the guards are exact- 
ly ftationed, and where the drums beat an 
^arm, and a particular retreat, one is tempt-; 
cd to apply tp the Americans what Pyrrhus 
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,faid pf the Romans: Tru/y tbefe pep^ebave 
nothing barbarous in iheir difciplinel 

The reader will perceive that it is dlfii- 
,cult for me to quit General Wafliington: let 
us take our refolutton brilkly then, and 
fuppofe ourfeWes on the road. Behold me 
travelling with Colonel Moyland^ whom hia 
'Excellency had given me, in fpight of my- 
felf, as a companion, and whom I ihould 
' have been glad to have feen at a diftance, 
for one cannot be too much at one's eafe in 
travelling. In fuch fituations, however, we 
muft dp the beft we can, I began to quef- 
tion him, he to anfwer me, and the con- 
verfation gradually becoming more intereft- 
irig, I found I had to do with a very gallant 
and intelligent man, who had lived long in 
Europe, and who has travelled through the 
greateft part of America. I found him per- 
feftly polite; for his politenefs was not 
troublefome, and I foon conceived a great 
friendffiip for him. Mr. Moyland is an 
Irifh Catholic ; one of his brothers is Ca- 
tholic Bifhop of Cork ; he has four others, 
two of whom are merchants, one at Cadiz, 
. the other at L'Orient ; the third is in Ireland 
yrisb 
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%idi his £uni]y ; and ^e fourth is intien<i> 
ed for the priefthood.* As for himfelf, he 
came to fettle in America fbme years ago, 
where 

* I was acquainted widi four broUien of this h- 
tnilyt they were all fttni&ble, fenflbk^ and lively mcD> 
and remarkably adive and ufeful in the revolution* 
The Cblonel, in the military line j and another brother^ 
-whom I fitf^fe tohav^ been the merchant at Cadiz, 
■vas afterwards in America, aAd clothier gencrd to 
ihe army i another is i lawyer at Philadelphia, and 
Mr. Moylandf who is lately dead at L'Orient, was 
Hngulariy ufeful in the year 1777) by managing a 
treaty between the AmeHcan CommilBonei? and the 
Farmers Geiieral of France, for an annual (iipply of 
iobacco From America^ which he concluded, during 
Lard Slaroant's refidtnce at the Court tf France^ «nd 
many month's previous to the open rupture with that 
Court. I rpeak of this with perfonal knowledge of 
the hEt, nor was it To fecret as to baVe efcaped the 
Englifll Ambaflador, pr the vigllaal Mr. Ftrtbk 
There could not be a more direct attack on England, 
and Englifh claims, than this tranfa£tion, which 
mufl have had the fanflion of the French Govern* 
mcnt^ yet England was lulled to flcep by her Mini- 
'fters, or rather was to infatuated as to ihut her ears 
againft the moft interefting truths. I could lay 
much more on this fubjefk, but why enter into dif- 
cuffions which have long ccalcd to be either feafon- 
able or ufefiil? England was, literally, m -die eafe -of 
•Ae -^OT Dtus vultptrdere. Translator. 
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where he was at firft ei^gedin comi»ercc ; 
he then ferved in the army as Aide de Camp 
to the .General, and has merited ihe coio- 
mand of the light cavalnir4 During the war 
he married the daughter cf a rich jrierchant 
in the Jerfeysj who Hired fisrmerly at New 
York, and who now tefides on an eftate at 
a little diftaAce from the road we were to 
piSs the next day. He profKifcd to me to 
go and fleep there^ or at leaft to take a dicv- 
ner ; I begged to 'be excufedj 'from the fear 
of being obliged to pay compliments^ o^ 
firaightening others, or of being myfelf 
ftraightened } he did not inftft, £o that I 
purfued niy joumeyj fometimes through 
fine woods, at others through well culti- 
vated lands, and villages inhabited by Dutch 
families. One of thefe villages, which 
forms a little townlhip, bears the beautiful 
name of Tr'oy. Here the country is mor^ 
open and continues fo to Mofris-'Towal 
This town, celebrated by the winter quar/ 
ters of 1779, is about three and twenty 
nules from Prakenejiy the name of the head 
quarters from whence I came : It Is (ituated 
on .a height} at the foot of which runs the 
rivulet 
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rivulet called Fspem^ RJver ; the houfcs are 
handfome and well built ; there are about 
60 or 80 round the Meeting-houfe. ^ I in- 
tended flopping at Morris-Town only ta 
bate my horfesj for it was but half paft tw^o, 
but on entering the inn of Mr. ArmU, I faw 
■ a dining-room adorned with looking glalTes 
and handfome mahogany furniture, and a ta- 
ble fpread for twelve perfonsi I learnt that all 
this preparation was for me; and what afied):- 
ed me more nearly j was to fee a dinner, cor- 
refponding with thefe appearances, ready to 
ferve up. I was indebted for this to the 
goodnefs of General Wafhington, and the 
precautions of Colonel Moyland, who had 
fent before to acquaint them with my ar- 
rival. It would have been very ungracious 
to have accepted this dinner at the cxpence of 
Mr. Amold,who is an honeft man and a good 
whig, and who has not a particle in com- 
mon with BenediSl Arnold; it would have 
been Aill more aukward to have paid for 
the banquet without eating it. I therefore 
inftantly determined to dine and fleep in 
this comfortable inn. The Vicomte de 
Nomlles, the Conite de Damas,&c. were ■ 
expected 
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CJqpefted to make up the dozen ; but thefe 
young travellers, who had reckoned during 
their (Jay with the army, on being witnefies ' 
to feme encounters, were defirous pf in- 
demnifying themfelv£s by riding along the 
bank of the river, to take a look at York 
Ifland, and try if they could not tempt the 
enemy to favour them with a few (hot. M. 
de la Fayette himfelf conducted them, with 
an efcort of twenty dragoons. They de- 
ferred for a day therefore their journey to 
Philadelphia, and I had no other guefts 
but a Secretary and Aide de Camp of M. de 
la Fayette, who arrived as I was at table, 
well difpofed to fupply the deficiency of 
the abfent. 

After dinner I had a vifit from General 
St. Clairy whom I had already feen at the 
army, which he had left the preceding even- 
ing to fleep at Morris-Town. It was he 
who commanded on Lake Champla'm^ at the 
evacuation of 'ftcotideroga i a terrible cla- 
mour was raifed ag^inft him on that occa- 
fion, and he was tried by a council of war, 
hut honourably acquitted^* not only becaufe 

Vol. L ' L his 

. • The terms oi his acquittal are— ««>* the highejl 
honqur, ■ TitANStATOR. 
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his retreat was attended with the beft con-* 
fequences i Burgoyne having been forced 
to capitulate; but becaufe it was proved 
that he had been left in want of every thing 
neceffary for the defence of the poft en- 
trufted to him. He was born in Scotland, 
where he has ftill a family and property j 
he is efteemed a good officer, and, if the war 
continues, will certainly aft a principal part 
in the army.* 

I let out from Morris-Town the 28th, at 
eight in the morning, with very lowering 
weather, which did not hinder me, how- 
ever, from obferving, to the right of the 
road, the huts occupied by the troops in 
the winter of 1779 — 80. Som ertiiles from 
tlience, we met a man on horfebacfc, who 
came to meet Colonel Moyland with a let- 
ter from his wife. After reading it, he 
faid -to me, with a truly European polite- 
nefs, that we muft always obey the wo- 
men j 

* General Sinclair's defence on this trial, mhich 
was lent mc. by Mr. Arthur Middleton, one of the 
Delegates in Congrefs for South Carolina, is an ad- 
mirable piece of reafoning and eloquence. 

T*A-HStATOIt. 
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Wen J that his wife woujd accept of no ex- 
cufe, and expeded me to dinner ; but he 
affured me that he would take me by a 
road which ihould not be a mile out of my 
way, whilft my people purfued their jour- 
ney, and went to wait for me at Somerjet 
Court'houfe. I was now too well acquainted 
with my Colonel, and too miich pleafed 
with him, to refufe this invitation ; I fol- 
lowed him, therefore, and after crofling 
a wood, found myfelf on a height, the p6^ 
fition of which ftruck me at firft fight. I 
remarked to Colonel Moylarid, that I was 
much miftaken if this ground was not well 
calculated for an advantageous camp : he 
replied, that it was precifely that of Mid- 
dlebroohy where General Wafhington had 
flopped the EngUfh in June, 1777, when 
Sir William Howe was endeavouring to tra- 
verfe the Jerfeys to pals the Delaware, and 
take Philadeiplna. Continuing my jour- 
ney, and looking about me as far as my 
view would reach, the fliE^e alone, of the 
ground made me imagine, that the right 
could not be very good ; I then learnt with 
plcafurc that General Wafhington had built 
La two 
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two ftrong tedoubts there4 The reader 
will permit me the following ftiort reflec- 
tion, that the beft method for military men, 
in following on the ground, the campaigns 
of great Generals, is hot to have the dif- 
ferent pofitions pointed out and explained 
to them : it is much better, before they are 
made acquainted with thefe details, to vifit 
the places, to look well about on every fide, 
and to propofe to themfelvea fome problems 
on the nature of the ground, and on the 
advantages to be derived from it ; then to 
compare ideas vrith fafls, by which means 
they will be enabled to redify one, and to 
appreciate the other. 

On defcending from the heights, we 
turned a little to the left, and found our- 
felves on the fide of a rivulet, which brought 
us into a deep vale. The various cafcades 
formed by this ftream, in precipitating 
itfelf over the rocks ; the ancient fir-trees " 
vpith which it is furrounded, a part of 
which have fallen from age, and lie acrofs 
its courfe ; the furnaces belonging to fome 
copper mines, half deftroyed by the Eng- 
lilh ; thefe ruins of nature, and thefe ra- 
' ' - vages 
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vages of war, compofed the moft poetic, 
or according to the Englifti expreffion, the 
moft romantic pi^ure ; for it is precifely 
what is called in England a romantic prof- 
PeSl. It is here that Colonel Moyland's 
father-in-law has, fitted up a little rui;al 
afylum, where his family go to avoid the 
heats of the fummefj and where they fome- 
times pafs whole nights in liftening to the 
fong of the mocking bird, for the nightin- 
gale does not fing in America. We know 
that great muficians are oftener to be met 
with in the courts of defpots, than in re- 
publics. Here the fongfter of the night is 
neither the graceful Melico, nor the pathe- 
tic Tenducci ; he is the Bouffan CaribaUi : 
he has no fong, and confequently no fen- 
timent peculiar to himfelf: he counter- 
feits in the evening what he has heard in 
the day. Has he heard the lark or the 
thrufli, it is the lark 'or the thrufh you 
hear. Have fome workmen been employ- 
ed in the woods, or has he been near their 
houfe, he will fmg precifely as they do. 
If they are Scotchmen, he ' will repeat 
you the air of fome gentle and plaintive 
L3 talej 
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tale ; if they are Germans, you will dif- 
cover the clunjfy gaiety of a Swabian, or 
Alfatian. Sometimes he cries like a child» 
at others he laughs like a young girl : no- 
thing, ip fliort, is more entertaining than 
this comic bird ; but he performs only in 
fummer, and fo it happened that I never had 
' the good fortune to hear him.* 

After travelling two miles in this fort 
of gorge, the woods begin to open, and 
■we fbon found ourfelves beyond the moun- 
tains. On the brow of thefe mountains, 
to the fouth, were the huts occupied by 
a part of the army in 1779, after the 
battle of Mormtoutb. We foon arrived at 
Colonel Moyland's, or rather at Colonel 
Vanhorn's, his father-in-law. This manor 
is in a beautiful fituation ; it is furround- 
cd by fome tregs, the approach is decorated 
with a grafs^plot, and if it was better taken 
care of, one would think ones-felf in the 
neighbourhood of London, rather than in 
that of New Yorjc. Mr. Vanhorn came 

to 

• The Tmnflator, as well as moft travellers in 
America, particularly in the middle ftates, can teftify 
the accuracy of this account. Translator, 
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to meet me : he is a tall, lufty mart, near 
fjxty years of age, but vigorous, hearty, 
and good humoured j he is called Colonel 
from the ftation he held in the mititia, 
under the Englifh government. He refigned 
fome time before the war : he was then 
a merchant and cultivator, paffing the win- 
ter at New York, and the fummer in the 
country ; but fmce the war he has quitted 
that town, and retired to his manor, al- , 
ways faithful to his country, without ren- 
dering himfelf odious to the EngUfli, with 
whom he has left two of his fons in the 
Jamaica trade, but who, if the war conti- 
nues, are to fell their property and come 
and live with their father. Nothing can 
prove more ftrongly the integrity of his 
condud, than the efteem in which he is 
held by both parties. Situated at ten miles 
from Staten Ifland, near to Rariion, Amboy, 
and Brunfivicky hie has frequently found 
himfelf in the midft of the theatre of war ; 
fo that he has fometimes had the Ameri- 
cans with him, fometimes the Englifh. It 
even happened to him once in the fame 
day, to give a breakfaft to Lord Cornwallis 
L 4 and 
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and a dinner to General Lincoln. Lord 
CornwaJlis, informed that the latter had 
flept at Mr. Vanhorn's, came to take him 
by furprife ; but Lincoln, getting intelli- 
gence of his defign, retired into the woods. 
Lord Cornwallis, aftonifhed not to find 
him, afked if the American General was 
not concealed in his houfe : " No," re- 
plied Mr. Vanhorn, bluntly. " On your 
honour?" fays Cornwallis. *' On my ho- 
nour, and if you doubt it, here are the 
keys, you may fearch every where." " I 
fhall take your word for it," faid Lord 
Corn'Wallis, and alked for fome breakfaft ; 
an hour afterwards he returned to the army. 
Lincoln, who was concealed at no great 
diftance, immediately retarned, and dined 
quietly with his hofts. 

The acqu^ntanc'e I made with Mr. Vap- 
horn being very prompt and cordial, he 
conducted me to the parlour, where I found 
his wife, his three daughters, a young lady 
of the neighbourhood, and two young of- 
ficers. Mrs. Vanhorn is an old lady, who, 
from her countenance, her drefs, and her- 
de- 
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deportment, perfedly refembled a piSure 
of Vandyke. She does the honours of the 
table with exaftnefsi helps every body with- 
out faying a word, and the reft of the time 
is like a family portrait. ■ Her three daugh- 
ters are not amifs : Mrs. Moyland, the eldeft, 
is fix months advanced in her pregnancy j 
the youngeft only twelve years old, 
but the fecond is marriageable. She ap- 
peared to be on terms of great familiarity 
■with one of the young officers, who was 
in a very elegant undrefs, forming a good 
reprefentationof an agreeable country 'fquire; 
at table he picked her nuts for her, and 
often took her hands, I imagined that he 
was an intended hulband ; but the other 
officer, with whom I had the opportunity 
of converfmg as he accompanied us in the 
evening, told me that he did not believe 
there was any idea of marriage between 
them. I mention thefe trifles only to 
fliew the extreme liberty that prevails be- 
tween the two fexes, as long as they are 
unmarried. It is no crime for a* girl to 
embrace a young man ; it would be a very 
heinous one for a married woman even to 
fliew 
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iliew a defire of pleafing.* Mrs. Carter,'!' 
a haiidfome young woman, whofe hufband 

is 

• Though this freedom prevails amongft ail ranks, 
it is partitularly ftfiking simongft the raiilJIing clafics 
and common people. Not to fpeak of the New 
England bundling, a praftice whicii has been fo of- 
ten mentioned, the Tranilator has ktn a grave Qua- 
ker and his wife fitting on their bench at their door, 
as is the cullom at Philadelphia in the furamer even- 
ings, and along fide of them the 'prentice boy of 
fixteen, and the fervant girl, or perhaps one of the 
daughters of the family," not only kiffing and em- 
bracing each other, but proceeding to fuch familiari- 
ties as would fliock modefty, and draw down the 
vengeance of the virtuous citizen of London ; and all 
this, not only without reprehenfion, but even with 
marks of complacency on the part of the good old 
folks. Even the hjl Jlip-, is no effcntial blemilh in 
the chara»Eier of the frail fair one. Both fexes arrive . 
early at puberty, their conftjtutions are warm, tiierc 
are few refiraints, and they lofe no time in compleat- 
ing the great objedl, the population of the country- 

Translator. 

t Mrs. Carter is the daughter of General Scbuyicr^ 
and is now called Church ; her hufband, Mr. John 
Barker Church, having re-aflijmed his real- name on 
his return to Englnnd fmce the peace. He is an Eng- 
liih gentleman of .a very rcfpeitable family and con- 
nections ; but having been unfortunate in bufmefs 
in London, in the outfet of life, retired to America^ 
where, from' his known principles, he was re- 
ceived 
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is concerned in furnifliing our army with 
provifions, and lives at prefent at Newport, ' 
told me, that going down one morning 
into her huiband's office, not much decked 
out, but in' a rather elegant French undrefs, 
a farmer of the Maflachuffet's State, who was 
there on bufinefs, feemed furprifed at fee- 
ing her, and afked who that young lady 
was. On being told, Mrs. Carter—" Aye!" 
faid he, loud enough for her to hear him, 
** A 'Wife and a mother ^ truly ^ has no bufimfs 
to he fo well drejed.^ 

At three o'clock I got on horfeback, 

with Colonel Moyland, and Captain Heme, 

one of the_young officers I had dined with. 

He is in the light cavalry, and confe- 

quently 

ceived as 'a good whig. He took the name of Carter, 
that his friends might hear nothing of hiiHj until by 
his induftry he had retrieved his affairs. His ai^ivity 
in the revolution, brought him acquainted with 
General Schuyler, whofe daughter he foon after mar- 
ried J and on the arrival of the French troops, got 
a principal fhare of the contract for fupplying them, 
jn conjunilion with Col. Wadfworth. Since the 
war he has returned to Europe, with a very confider- 
;ible fortune, fettled all his affairs, and is happily 
iind honourably reftored to his friends and family. 

TuANSLATOlt, 
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ijuently in Colonel Moyland's regiment. 
His fize and figure, which I had already- 
remarked, appeared to ftill more advantage 
on horfeback. I obferved that he was 
feated in a very noble and eafy manner, 
and in perfect conformity to our principks 
of horfemanfhip. I afked him where he 
had ftudied hoifemanihip, he told me at 
his own regiment ; that his defire to teach 
the foldiers induced him to learn it ; and 
that he made it his bufmefs to render 
them as expert in the exercife as himfelf. 
Though but one and twenty, he had al- 
ready acquired great experience, and dif- 
tiuguifhed himfelf the preceding year, in 
an affair, where a fmall body of American 
light horfe beat a much more confiderable, 
one of .Englith dragoons. I had a long 
converfation with him, and he always 
fpoke to me with a modefty, and a grace 
which would be favourably received by all 
the military in Europe, and which, to all 
appearance, would be as fuccefsful at Paris 
as in camps. 

We had fcarcely proceeded three miles, 
tefore we found ourfelves in the Prince- 
Town 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe ■ 



NORTH-AMERICA. 157 

Town road, and on the banks of the Rari- 
ton, which may be eafily pafled by ford- 
ing, or over a wooden bridge. Two miles 
farther we crofled the Millfione^ the left 
bank of which we followed to Somerfet 
Court-houfe. Of all the parts of America 
.1 had hitherto paffed through, this is the 
raoft open ; we meet with handfome little 
plains here, where from fifteen to twenty 
thoufand men might be encamped. Gene- 
ral Howe had not lefs when he pafled the 
Rariton in i yyy. His right was fupported 
by a wood, beyond which runs the Mill- 
ftone; his left alfo extended towards other 
woods. General Wafliington at that time 
occupied the camp at Middlebrook, and 
General Sullivan^ at the Head of onFy 1500 
men, was fix miles from the army, and 
three miles from the left of the enemy. 
In this pofition he was near enough to 
harafs them, without committing himfelf, 
as he had in his rear the mountains of 
Saaurlattd. They who, in the laft war, 
have pafled through Saourland, will eafily 
conceive that the country to which the 
German emigrants have given this name. 
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is not very eafy of accefs. I found my fuittf 
at Somerfet Court-houfej where they were 
waiting for me in a pretty good inn, biit 
as there was ftill Tome daylight, and I had 
calculated my next day's journey, which 
required that I fhould gain fomething in 
the prefent, I determined to proceed fur- . 
then The night, which foon came on, 
prevented me from making any more ob-i 
fcrvations on the country* After once 
more paifing the Millftone, and getting 
well out of a horrible flough, we halted 
. at Gregg'lowny where we flept at Skit* 
man's tavern, an indiiferent inn, but kept 
by very obliging people. Captain Herne 
continued his route. Our next day's ride 
prefented us with very interefting objefts i 
We were to fee two places which will be 
for ever dear to the Americans, fmce it was 
there the firft rays of hope brightened upon 
them, or, to exprefs it more properly, that 
the fafety of the country was effe^i 
Theie celebrated places are Prince-Towrtf 
and Trenton. I fhall not fay I went to fee 
them, for they lay precifely in the road. 
Let the reader judge then how much I was 
out 
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out of humour, on feeing fo thick a fog 
fifing, as to prevent me from diftinguiihing 
objects at fifty paces from me ; but I was 
in a country where one muft defpair of 
nothing. The fortune of the day was like 
that of America : the fog fuddenly dif- 
perfed, and I found myfelf travelling on 
the right bank of the Millftone, in a nar-^ 
row valley. Two miles from Gregg-Town 
we quit this valley, and mount the higheft 
of Rockey-HiUy where are a few houfes. 
Kmg's-7'own is a mile farther, but ftill on 
the Millftone ; the Maidenhead road ends 
here, and its communication is facilitated 
by a bridge builr over the rivulet. It is 
here that General Wafliingtpn halted after 
the affair* of Prince-Town. After march- 
ing from midnight until two o'clock in 
the afternoon, almoft continually fighting : 
he wilhed to collefl: the troops, and give 
them fome reft ; he knew, however, that 
Lord ComwalUs was following him on the 
Maidenhead road ; but he contetited himfelf 
with taking up fome pknks of the bridge, 
and as foon as he faw the vanguard of the 
Engliih appear, he continued his march 
quietly towards Middlebrook. Beyond 
3 RingV 
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King's-Town, the country begins to open, 
and continues fo to Prince-Town. This 
town is fituated on a fort of platform not 
much elevated, but which commands on 
all fides ; it has only one flreet formed by 
the high road ; there are about fixty or 
eighty houfes, all tolerably well built, but 
little attention is paid them, for that is 
immediately attracted by an immenfe build- 
ing, which is vifible at a confiderable dif- 
tance. It is a college built by the ftate of 
Jerfey fome years before the war ; as this 
building is only remarkable from its fize, 
it is unneceflary to defcribe it ; the reader 
will only recoiled, when I come to fpeafc 
• of the engagement, that it is on the left 
of the road in going to Philadelphia, that 
it is fituated towards the middle of, the 
town, on a diftindt fpot of ground, and 
that the entrance to it is by a large fquare 
court furrounded with lofty palifades. The 
objed which excited my curiofity, though 
very foreign from letters at that moment, 
brought me to the very gate of the college. 
I difmounted for a moment to vifit this 
vaft edifice, and was foon joined by Dr. 
^itherj^sn, Prefident of the unJverfity. 
He 
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He is a man of at lead Tixty, is a member 
of Congrefs, and much refpeded in this 
country. In accojliag me h? fpoke French, 
but I ealily perceived that he had acquired 
his knowledge of that language, from 
reading, rather than converfation ; which 
did not prevent me, however, from anfwcr- 
ing him, and continuing to converfe with 
him in French, for I faw that he waa well 
pleafed to difplay what he knew of it. 
This is an attention which cofts little, and 
is too much negleflred in a foreign country. 
To reply in Englifh to a perfon who fpeaks 
French to you, is to tell him you do not 
know my language fo well as I do yours : 
in this, too, one is not unfrequently miC- 
taken. As for me, I always like better to 
have the advantage on my fide, and to 
fight on my own ground. ' I converfed in 
French, therefore, tvith the Prefident, and 
from him I learnt that this college is a 
complete univerfityj that it can contiun 
two hundred ftudertts, and more, includ- 
ing the out-boarders : that the diftribution 
of the ftudies is formed fo as to make only 
one clafs for the humanities ; which cor- 
VoL. I. M refponds 
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refponds with our firft four clafles ; that 
two others are delUned to the perfe^ng 
the youth in the ftudy of Latin and Greek ; 
a fourth to natural iPhilofophy, Mathe- 
matics, Aftronomy, &c. and a iifth to 
moral Philofophy. Parents, may fupport 
th«r children at this college at the annual 
expence of forty guineas. Half of this fum 
is appropriated to lodgings and mafters ; 
the reft is fufficient for living, either in 
the college, or at board in private houfes 
in the town. This ufeful eftabliihment 
has fallen into decay fince the war ; there 
were only forty ftudents when I law it. 
A handfome colletlUon of books bad been 
made ; the greateft part of which has been 
embezzled. The Englifli even carried off 
from the chapel the portrait of the King 
of England, a lofs for vhich the Americans 
eafiiy confoled thcmfelves, declaring they 
would have no King amongft them, not 
even a painted one. There ftill remains 
a very beautiful aftronomical machine j 
but as it was then out of order, and dif- 
fers in no refpeii from that I faw after- 
wards in Philadelphia, I fliall take no no- 
tice 
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tice of it.* I con&fs alfo tiiat I wag rather 
anxious to examine the traces of General 
Waftiington, in a country where every 
objeift reminded me of hia fuccefles. I 
paffed rapidly therefore from Pamaffus to 
the field of Mars, and from the handa of 
Prefident Witherfpoon f into thofe of 
, M 3 . Colonel " 

• This is the celebrated Orrery of RUtenhoufe, the 
luppofed dcftrudtion of which made fo much noife at 
the beginning of the civil war, and fullicd Ac Englifli 
name in the eyes of all enlightened Europe. 
Juffiicc, however, requires from the Tranflator to 
declare, that from his inquiries, and examination 
on the fpot, the report had no other foundation 
than, ^t tbey intended to remove, and fend it as 
a prefent to the King. It may poffibly be laid, and 
would to God that fuch a conjecture were not too 
well warranted by the whole conduct of the war, 
that to this motive only may be attributed its pre- 
fervation; however that may be, their fudden dif- 
lodgment from Princ«fTown preferved the Orrery, 
. and, as far as that goes, the national charai^r. 

Translator. 

t This gentleman is fo well known in Europe 
as to render it unnecefiary to enter into any particu- 
lars refpefling him. He certainly [dayed a much 
more important part on the theatre of this grand ' 
revolution," than by beading the low church party^ 
as it is called in Scotland, and difplaying his elo- 
quence, as I have feen him, at prefbyteries and 
' fvnods. Translator. - 
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Colonel Moyland. They were both equalty 
upon their own ground j fo that while one 
was pulling me by the right arm, telling 
me, Here is the philofophy clafs; the 
other was plucking me by the left, to 
fhew me where one hundred and eighty 
Englifli laid down their arms. 

Every perfon who, fmce the commence- 
ment of the war, has only given himfelf 
the trouble of reading the Gazettes, may 
recolleft that General Wafliington fur- 
prifed the town of Trenton the 25th of 
December, 1 776 ; that, immediately after 
this expedition, he retired to the other 
fide of the Delaware, but that having re- 
ceived a final! addition to his force, he 
repafled the river a fecond time, and en- 
camped at Trenton. Lord Comwallis had 
now coUeded his troops, before difperfed, 
in winter quarters. He marched againft 
Wafhington, who was obliged to place, 
the jffamj>ik, or river of Trenton, between 
the enemy and Mm. By this means the 
town was divided between the two 
armies ; the Americans occupying the left 
bank of the creek, and the Englilh the 
right. 



j:,GoogIe, 



N O R T H- A M E R I C A. 165 

right. Lord Comwallis's army was receiv-' 
ing hourly reinforcements;- two brigades 
from Brunfwick were expe<^d to join 
him, and he only waited their arrival to 
make the attack.* General Wafhington, 
on the pther hand, was deflitute of pro- 
vifions, and cut off from all communica- 
tions with the fertile country of the Jerfeys, 
and the four eaftem ftatee. Such was his 
pofition, when,, on the fecond of January, 
at one o'clock in the momiog, he ordered 
the fires to be well kept up, and fome 
foldiers to be left to take care of them, 
whilft the reminder of the army fliould 
march by the right, to fall back afterwards 
on the left, pafs the rear of the Englifli 
army, and enter the Jerfeys. It was neceC- 
M 3 fary 

* Lord Cornwallis made one or two attempts 
to force the fmall ftone bridge over the creek at 
Trenton, but was fo galled by a finall battery which 
commanded it, and a body of chofen men, placed 
by General Wafhtngton ip the Mill-houfe, that he 
gave up the attempt, from a contempt of his enemy ; 
looking upon them as his certain prey, their retreat 
over the Delairare, then full of ice, being im- 
pra£licablc j for tbe fame reafon, probably, he made ' 
no attempt to crofs tbe creek in any other part. 

Translator. 
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farjr to throw themfelves confiderably to 
the right, in order to reach j^Hens-Tottm, 
and the fources of the Aflampik, and then 
to fall on Princ^Town. About a mile 
from" this town, General Walhington's van- 
guard, on entering the nuun road, fell in 
\rith Colonel Mambood^ who was march- 
ing quietly at the head of his regiment in 
his way to Maidenhead, and thence to 
Trenton. General . Mercer immc^tely 
attacked him, but was repuHed by the 
enemy's fire ; he then attempted to charge 
with bayonet, but xmfortunately, in leap- 
ing a ditch, was furrounded and put to 
die fword by the EngUfli. The troc^)s, 
who were in general militia, difcouraged 
by the lofs of their commander, retreated 
into the woods, to visit for the remainder 
of the army, which arrived foon after : but 
Colonel Mawhood had continued his route 
to Maidenhead, fo that General Wafhing- 
ton had only to do with the forty-eighth 
regiment, part of which had appeared upon 
the main road on the firft alarm \ of the 
attack. He puftied thefe troops Tigor- 
pufly, difperfed them, and made fifty or 
fixty 
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iixty prifoners. General SuUivan, how- 
ever, was adrancing rapidly, leaving on 
his left the Prince-Town road, with the 
dtifiga of turning that town, and of cut- 
ting off the retreat of the troops, who 00- 
cufoed it, to Btunfwick. Two hundred 
Engliih had thrown themfelvea into a 
wood by which he was to pafs, but they 
did not long hold it, and returned in dif- 
order to N^au-hall^ the name of the col- 
lege I have been fpeaking of. This they 
ought to have taken {joffeifion of, and have 
there made a vigorous defence. To all 
appearance their officers were bewildered, 
for inftead of entering the houfe, or even 
the court, they remained in a fort of wide 
ftreet, where they were furrounded and 
obliged to lay down their arms, to the 
number of one hundred and eighty, not 
including fourteen officers. As for General 
Walhington, after taking or difperfmg 
every thing before him, he coUeified his 
troops, marched on to King's-Town, where 
he hidted, as I have already mentioned, and 
continued his route towards Middlebrook ; 
having thjis marched near thirty miles in 
M 4 one 
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one day, but ftUl rcgretdng that his troops 
were too much fatigued to proceed to 
Brunfwick, which he could have taken 
without any difficulty. Lord Corn^aUis 
had now nothing left but to haften thither 
as fall as poflible with his whole army. 
From this moment, Pennfylvania was in 
fafety, the Jerfeys were evacuated, and the 
EngKfli reduced to the towns of Brunfwick 
and Amboy, where they were obliged to 
afl always on the defenfive, not being able 
to ftir, nor even to forage, without being 
driven back, and roughly handled by the 
militia of the country. Thus we fee that 
the great events of war are not always great 
battles, and humanity may receive fome 
confolation from this fole reflexion, that , 
the art of war is not neceflarlly a fan- 
guinary art, that the talents 6f the com- 
manders fpare the lives of the foldiers, 
and that ignorance alone is prodigal of 
blood. V 

The affair of Trenton, whence this ori- 
ginated, coft no dearer, and was perhaps 
more glorious, without being more ufefiil. 
Jiidifon faid, in yifiting the different monu- 
, ments 
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msrAi of Italy, that he imagined himfelf 
treading on c/^-ground ; all my fteps were 
on martial ground, and I was in the fame 
morning to fee two fields of battle. I ar- 
rived early at Trenton, having remariced 
nothing interefling on the road, unlefs it be 
the beauty of' the country, which every 
where correfponds with the reputation of 
the Jerfeys, called the garden of America. 
On approaching Trenton, the road defcends 
a little, and permits one to fee at the eaft 
end of the town the orchard where the 
Heflians haftlly coUefted, and furrendered 
prifoners. This is almoft all that can be 
faid of this affair, which has been ampli- 
fied by the Gazettes on one fide and the 
other. We know that General Wafliing- 
ton, at the head only of three thoufand 
men, paffed the Delaware in dreadful wea- 
ther, on the night of the 24th and 25th of 
December ; that he divided his troops into 
two columns, one of which made a circuit 
to gmn a road upon the left, leading to the 
Maidenhead-road, whilft the other marched 
along the river, ftraight to Trenton ; that 
the main guard of the Heflians was furprifed, 
and 
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and that' the brigade had fcarcdy tinu 
to get under armsi The park of artillery 
was near a church ; they were attemptii^ to 
harnefs the horfe?,when the American van- 
guard, which had forced the {H(}uet, fired 
on, and killed almoft alt of litem. Gener^ 
Walhington arrive* with the right column ; 
the Heflians Were furrounded, and fired a 
few random fhot, without order. General 
Waihington fuffered them to do fo, but he. 
availed himfelf of the firft moment of the 
flackening of their fire, to fend an ofiicer who 
fpoke French to them, for our language 
fupplies the warrt of all others. The Hef- 
iians hearkened v^y willingly to hispropoi- 
fal. The General promifed that the effeds 
they had left in their houfes ihould not be 
pillaged, and they foon laid down their 
arms, which they had fcarcely had time to 
take up. Their pofition was certainly not 
a good one ; nor can I conceive it poffible 
that this could be a field of battle fixed up- 
on in cafe of an alarm. They would have 
had a fure retreat by paifing the bridge over 
the creek at the fouth end of the town, but 
the vanguard of the right column had got 
I . pofiefnoB 
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pofleffion of it. Such, in a few words, was 
this event, which ie neither honourable nor 
difhonourable for the Heflians ; but which 
proves that no troc^s exifting can be reck- 
oned on, when they fuffer themfelves to be 
furprifed. 

After viewing fo many battles, it was but 
right to think of dinner. I found my head 
quarters well eftabliihed in a good inn kept 
by Mr.'JVilKams. The -fign of this inn is 
a philofophical, or, if you will, a political 
emblem. It reprefents a beaver at wOrk, 
with his little teeth, to bring down a large 
tree, and underneath is written, perje- 
verando. I had fcarce alighted from my 
horfe, before I received a vifit from Mr. 
Livingjiony * Governor of the Jerfcys. He 
is an old man much refped:ed, and who 
paifes for a very fenfible man. He was 
pleafed 

* This gentleman was fo aftive and ufeful in the - 
revolution, that he was long the marl^eJ objet^ of 
tory vengeance; he was obliged, for many months, 
to fliift his <]uarters every ("ay, and under the necef- 
fity of fleeping every night in a ditfcrent place ; but 
nothing could abate his z^al; he never quitted his 
government, and was ird;facigab!e in his exertions 
e the peoi:le. '1 r.ANSi.ATOR. 
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pleafed to accompany me in a little walk I 
took before dinner, to examine the environs 
of the town, and fee the camp occupied by 
the Americans before the affair of Prince- 
Town. I returned to dinner with Colonel 
Moyland, Mr. de Glmat, and two Aides de 
Camp of M. de la Fayette, who arrived 
fome time before me. We were all ac- 
qujunted, very happy to meet together and 
to dine at our eafe, when a Juftice of the 
Peace, who was at Trenton on bufmefs, and 
a Captain of the American artillery, came 
and fet down to table with us, without any 
ceremony ; it being the cuftom of the coun- 
try for travellers when they meet at the hour 
of dinner, to dine together. Tlie dinner, 
of which I did the honours, was excellent ; 
but they did not feem to know that it was 
I who had ordered it. There was wine at 
tabic, a very rare and dear article in Ameri- 
ca; they drank moderately of it, and rofe 
from table before us. I had given orders 
that the dbner fhould be charged to me ; 
they learnt this on going out, but fct off 
without faying a word to me on the fubjeft. 
I have often had occafion to obferve, that 
there 
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there is more of ceremony than compli- 
ment in America. All their politenefs is 
mere form, fuch as drinking healths to the 
company, ohferving ranks, giving up the 
right hand, &c. But they do nothing of 
this but what has been taught them, not a 
particle of it is the refult of fentiment ; in a 
word, politenefs here is like religion in Italy, 
every thing in pradice, but without any 
principle. 

At four o'clock I fet out, after fcparating, 
but not without regret, from the good Colo- 
nel Moyland. I took the road to Briftol, 
croffing the river three miles below Tren- 
ton. Six miles from' thence you pafs a 
wood : and then approach the Delaware, 
which you do not quit till you arrive at Brif- 
tol. It was night when I got to this town. 
The inn I alighted at is kept hyaiMr.BeiKzet, 
of French extraflion, and of a very refpec- 
table ^aker family ; but he is a deferter 
from their communion. He is of the . 
church of England, and has retained none of 
the acknowledged principles of his brethren, 
except that of making you pay dearer than 
other people : in other refpeds his inn is 
handfome, 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



17+ . TRAVELS IN 

handfqme, the windows look upon the 
Delaware, and the view from them is fu- 
perb ; for this river is nearly a mile broad, 
and flows through a very delightfid coun- 
try.* 

I left Briftol the 30th of November, be- 
tween nine and ten in the morning, and ar- 
rived at Philadelphia at two- The road 
leading to this city is very wide and hand- 
fome i one pafTes through feveral fmall 
towns or villages, nor can one go five hun- 
dred paces without feeing beautiful coun- 
try houfes. As you advance you find a 
richer and better cultivated country, with 
a great number of orchards and pafturea ; 
every thing, in fhort, anfwers the neigh- 
bourhood of a large town, and this road is 
not imlike thofe round London. Four 
miles 

* This landlord, like hi's brethren at Richmond 
and ShooteF|s-hiU, makes his guefts pay for the prof- 
pe£t, and he has the &me temptations ; the ride from 
Philadelfdiia here on parties of pleaTure being very 
common in Tummer, and the lituation of his houfe 
on the great road to the Jerfej^ and the north- 
ward, always enfuring him a number of travellers- 

Translator. 
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miles from BriAol you pafs the creek of 
Nejhamin^ over a ferry. It is pretty large, 
and runs in fuch a direction as to form a 
Ibrt of peninfula cf the country between it 
and the Delaware. It had ftruck me from 
the view of the! country, and from in- 
fpeiting the chart, that qn the retreat ^rf" 
Clinton, General Waftiington might have 
pafled the fources of this river, and marched 
along it towards the Delaware. It would 
have covered his right flank, and, by 
this precaution, he would have been at 
liberty to have approached the Delrt. 
ware, and to have crofled it as foon as 
Clinton. Mr. de Gimat, to whom I made 
this obfervation, anfwered me, that General 
Walhington never being fure of the moment 
when the Englifh would evacuate Phila- 
delphia, was afraid of quitting LancaAer, 
where he had all his magazines. The town 
of Frankfort^ which is about fifteen miles 
from Briftol, and five from Philadelphia, is 
pretty confiderable. A creek runs in the 
front of this town, over which are two ftone 
bridges ; for it divides itfelf into two 
braiichee, one of which appeared to me to be 
artificial. 
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artiiicial, and deftined to mm a great number 
ofmills, that fiimifh Philadelphia with fiour, 
Thefe mills, fo neceffary for the fubfiftence 
of the two armies, made the town of Frank- 
fort for a long time an object of contention, 
which brought on feveral fkirmiflies; but the 
poHtion is fuch as to be advantageous to 
neither party, for the river runs in a bottom, 
and the ground is of an equal deration on 
both fides. 

The nearer you approach to Philadelphia, 
the more you difcover the traces of the war. 
The ruins of houfes dcftroyed, or burnt, 
are the monuments the English have 
left behind them ; but thefe ruins preTent 
only the image of a tranfient misfortune, 
and not that of long adverfity. By the 
fide of thefe ruined edifices, thofe which 
ftill exift proclaim profperity and abun- 
dance. You imagine you fee the country 
after a ftorm, foipe trees are overthrown, 
but the others are ftill clothed with flow- 
ers and verdure. Before you enter Phila- 
delphia, you traverfe the lines thrown up 
by the Englifti in the vrinte; of 1777-8 ; 
they are ftill difcoverable in many places. 
The 
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The part of the lines I now faw, Is that of 
the right, the flank of which is fupported by 
a large redoubt, or fquare battery, which 
commands alfo the river. Some parts of 
the parapet have been conftrufted with an 
elegance which increafes labour, m^re than 
it fortifies the work : they are made in the 
form of a fa-w^ that is to fay, compofed of 
a feries of fmall redans^ each of which is 
capable only of containing three men. As 
foon as I had pafled thefe lines my eye was 
ftruckwith feveral large buildings; the two 
principal were a range of barracks conftruift- 
ed by the Englifli, and a large hofpital lately 
built at the expence of the Quakers. Infen- 
fibly I found myfelf in the town, and after 
following three or four very wide ftreets, 
perfedly ftraight, I arrived at the gate of 
M. le Chevalier de la Luzerne. 

It was juft twenty days fince I left New- 
port, during which time I had X)nly flayed 
one at Voluntown, and three at the Ame- 
rican army. I was not forry therefore to 
get into quarters of refrefhment, and could 
not defire . any niore agreeable than the 
houfe of the Chevalier de la Luzerne. I 
Vol. L N had 
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had a great deal of time to converle with 
him before dinner; for at Philadelphia, as 
in London, it is the cuftom to dine at five, 
and frequently at fix. I fhould have liked 
it aa vrell had the company been not fo 
numerous, as to oblige me to make ac- 
quaintance with a part of the town ; but 
our minifter maintains a confiderable ffate, 
and gives frequently great dinners, fo that 
it is difficult not to fall into this fort of 
ambufcade. The guefts, whofe names I 
recolleft, were Mr. Governor Morris,''^ a 
young man full of wit and vivacity, but 
, unfortunately maimed, having loft a leg by 
accident. His friends congratulated him 
on this event, faying that now he would 
^^7hoIIy dedicate/himfelf to public bufinefs. 
Mr. Powely a man of confiderable fortune, 
without 

* This gentleman loft hiG leg by a fall from a 
phaeton. He is a man of exquifite wit, and an excel- 
lent underilanding. An admirable companion at the 
table, and the toilcf, he was in univerfal requeft ; he was 
in all the fecrets of his namefake the financier, and re- 
fined in the darkhiftoryof politicaMnCrigue. Notwith- 
ftanding hi« misfortune. Nature did not form him for 
inaiilivity. Translator. 
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vritbout taking any part in the govern- 
ment, his attachment to the common caufe 
having appeared hitherto rather equivocal. 
Mr. Pendleton, Chief Juftice of South Caro- 
lina, a remarkably tall man, with a very 
diftinguilhed countenance; he had the 
courage to hang three tories at Charles- 
Town, a few days before the furrender of 
the town, and was accordingly in great 
danger oS. lollng his life, had he not efcaped 
out of the hands of the EngHfli, though 
con^rifed in the capitulation. Colonel 
Laurens^ fon of Mr. Laurens, late Pre- 
fident of Cojigrefs, and now a prifoner in 
the Tower of London j he fpeaks very 
good 'French, which is not furprifmg, as 
he was educated at Geneva ; but it is to his 
honour, that being married in London, 
he Ihould quit England to ferve America ; 
he has diflinguilhed himfelf on feveral oc- 
cafions, particularly at German-l'own where 
he was wounded.* Mr. lVhite,\ Chap- 
N 2 lain 

* Among the numerous traits that might be cited to 
do honour to this illuftrious young man, fo prematurely, 
and unfortunately loft to his family and his country, the 
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!^n to CtMSgrefs, a handfome man, anil 
of a mild and tolerent charaaer. GetKral 
■ Miffiin,. 

Tranflator has felcilcd the following ; exiraBtd frttm iht 
Jiurnah of Congrejs. — 

Thurfday, Novembers, *77^* 
Refo!\'cd, , , ; 

"That John Laurens, Efq, Aide de Camp to Ge- 
neral Wafhington, be prefented with a continental com - 
miffion of LieutenMit Colonel, in telUmony of the 
fejrfe which Congrefs entertain of his patriotic and fpi-, 
rited iervices as a volunteer in the American army, and 
of his brave coriduift in fevcral aiSions, particularly in 
that of Rhode Ifland oit the 29th of Auguft laft j and 
that General Waftiington be directed, whenever an 
opportunity Ihall olFer, to give .Lieutenant Colonel 
Laurens command agreeable to his rank." 

Friday, November 6, 1778. 
*' A letter of this day from Lieutenant Colonel 
John . Laurens was read, expreffing "his grati- 
" tilde for the unexpefled honour which Congrefs 
" were pleafed to confer on him by the refoJutions 
" palTed ycfterday, and the high fatisfa£tion it would 
*■': have afforded him, could he have accepted it 
« without injuring the rights of the officers in 
" the line of the army, and doing an evident in- 
"juftice to his colleagues in the family of the 
"commander in chief: that having been a fpec- 
" tator of the convulfions occalioned in the army 
" by dilputes of rank, he holds the tranquillity of it 
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'Miffiin^X whofe talents have fhone alike 

in war and politics ; he has been Quarter- 

N 3 , Mafter- 

w too dear to be inftrumental in difttirbing it ; and there- 
" fore entreating Congrefs to fupprefs the Refolve of 
" yefterdajf, ordering him a Commitlioi) of Lieutenant 
'* Colonel ; and to accept his fincere thsnks for the 
intended honour." Whereupon 

Refolved, That Congrefs highly approve die difin- 
tereftcd and patriotic principles upon which Lieutenant 
Colonel Laurens has declined to accept the promotion 
conferred on him by Congrefs." 

TKAdSLATtjR. 

t Mr. White is the Clergyman of St. Peter's church, 
and brother to Mrs. Morris, the financier's la^y. 

Translator. 

J I had the happinefs of enjoying the pardculv 
acquaintance of the General. He is a fmart, fenfible, 
aflive, and agreeable little man. I never faw him 
without thinking of Garrkt \ he is about _ the 
fame fize and Agure, and his countenance fparkles 
with fignificancc apd expref^on. To him and his 
brother I am indebted for the moft hofpitable re- 
ception, and continued civilities and attention; 
and the General, befides Shewing me on the fpot, 
the whole manceuvres of German-Town, and the 
proceedings on the Marquis de la Fayette's expedi- 
tion over the Schuylkill, furnifhed me with n^any 
interefting particulars refpe£ting the conduil of the 
war. I knew there was a difguft, and the caufe of 
it, but all his narratives feemed to be thofe bf a man 
of honour, unmixed with perfonal confiderations. 
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Mafter-General of the army; but quitted 
that place oa account of fome preference 
fhcwn to General Green. Don Francefcoy 
' Charge des Affaires of Spain : and I believe 
that is all that can be faid of Kim : M. de 
^ternan^ a French officer in the fervice of 
America ; he had been employed in fome 
commiflions in America, and after execut- 
ing them, he took to the profeffion of 
arms ; he is a young man of great wit and 
talents ; he draws well, and fpeaks Englilh 
like his own language ; he was made pri- 
foner 

On fignifying my intention of making a tour into 
the interior parts of Pennfylvania, he was fo good 
as to give me the following letter of introduAion, 
to his friend Colonel Patton, in cafe I pafled by his 
neighbourhood. I have prefervcd it as character- 
illic at once of his own franknefs, and American 
hofpitahty. 

Dear Patton^ 

Mr, — my particular friend will favour yeu 

with a vijit at the Spring. — / havt affurid him that he 
will meet a hearty welcome. 

Philadelphia, Tour's, 

ZdMayy 1782. mo. MIFFLW. 

Translator. 
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Sstaa at Charies-Town :* the laft whofe 
name I recoiled is Colonel Arrtumd^ that 
hy M. de la Roueru^ nephew of M. de la 
Belinage. He was as celebrated in France 

for his paflion for JViademoifelle B , as 

he is in America for his courage and ca- 

pacity.f His family having coinpelled 

N 4 hira 

* He is at prcfent a Colonel in the fervice of HoUanil, 
in the legion of Maillebois. ' 

t A^. U Marquis de la Rouerie was then very 
young : his rubfcquent copduA has proved, that Na- 
ture, in giving a fufccptible and impafSoncd mind, has 
nq^ marde htm aprefent likely to be alwa)^ fatal to him; 
glory and honour have employed all its activity ; and it 
is an obfervation which merits to be configned In htllory, 
as well as tn this Journal, that carrying with him, as he 
did to America, all the heroic courage, and romantic 
notions of chivalry of the ancient French noblelTe, he 
could fo well conform to Republican manners, that iw 
from availing himfelf of his birth, he would only make 
himfelf known by his Chriftian name : hence he ^was 
always called Colonel Arm/tni. He > commanded a 
legion which was deftroyed in Carolina, at die battle 
of Camden, and in the, remainder of that unfortunate 
campaign. In 1781, he went to France, purchafed 
there every thing neceflary for arming and equip- 
ping a new legion, and, on his return to Ame- 
rica, he advanced the coft of them to Congrefs. Be- 
foB-? the peace he was advanced to the rank of Brigadier 
, General. 
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him to abandon an attachment the confe- 
quences of which they dreaded, he buried 
himfelf in a celebrated and profound retire- 
ment, (the monaftery of La Trappe. T.) 
but he foon quitted it for America, when 
he devoted himfelf to a more glorious ablU- 
nence, and to more meritonQus mortifica" 
tions. His charatSer is gay, his wit agree- 
able, and nobody would wifli to fee him 
make the vow of filence. 

Such were the guefts with whom I got 
acquainted j for I do not fpeak of M. de 
Dannemours, Conful of France, at Baltimore. 
M. de Marbois, Secretary of the embafly, 
nor of the family of M. de la Luzerne, 
which is pretty confiderable. The dinner 
was ferved in the American, or if you will, 
in the Engliih faihion ; confifting of two 
courfes, one comprehending the entrees, 
the roaft meat, and the warm fide diflies ; 
the other, the fweet paftry, and confec- 
tionary. When this is removed, the cloth 
is taken off, and apples, nuts and chefnuts 
are ferved ; it is then that healths are drank ; 
the coffee which comes afterwards ferves as 
3 fignal to rife from table. Thefe healths, 
3 ^r 
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or toafts, as I have already obferved, have 
no inconvenience, and only ferve to pro- 
long the converfation, which is always 
more animated at the end of the repaft; 
they oblige you to commit no excefs, 
wherein they greatly differ from the Ger- 
man healths, and from thofe we ftill g^ve 
in our garrifons and proVmces. But I find 
it an abfurd, and truly barbarous pradice, 
the firft time you drink, and at the be^n- 
ning of dinner, to call out fucceffively to 
each individual, to let him know you drink 
his health. The ador in this ridiculous 
comedy is fometimes ready to die with 
thirft, whrlft he is, obliged to inquire the 
names, or catch the eyes of five and twenty 
or thirty perfons, and th? unhappy perfons 
to whom he addrefles himfelf, with im- 
patience, for it is certainly not poffible for 
.them to bellow a very great attention to 
lirhat they are eating, and what is faid to 
them, being inceffantly called to on the 
right and left, or puUed by the fleeve by 
charitable neighbours, who are fo kind as 
to acquaint them with the politenefs they 
zxs receiving. The njoft civil of the Ame- 
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rican3 are not content with this general 
call ; every time they drink they make 
partial ones, for example, four or five per- 
fons at a time. Another cuftom completes 
the defpair of poor foreigners, if they be 
ever fo little abfent, or have good ap- 
petites : thefe general and partial attacks 
terminate in downright duels. They call 
to you from one end of th^ table to the 
other ; 5'/r, will you permit me to drink aglafs 
of wine with you? This propofal always is 
accepted, and does not admit the excufe 
of the Great-Coufin, otte does not drink 
without l>eing acquainted. The bottle is 
then pafled to you, and you muft look 
your enemy in the facej for I can give no 
other name to the man who exercifes fuch 
an empire over ray will : you wait till he 
likewife has poured out his wine, and taken 
his glafs J you then drink mournfully with 
him, as a recruit imitates the corporal in 
his exercife. But to do juftice to^the Ame- 
ricans, they therafelves feel the ridicule of 
Aefe cuftoms borrowed from Old England, 
and fmce Imd afideby her. Theyprppofsd 
ro the Chevalier de la Luzerne to difpenfe 
I with 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



NORTH. AMERICA. i8; 

with them, knowing that his esainple 
would have great weight ; but he thought 
proper to conform, and he did right. The 
more the French are known to be in pof- 
feflion of giving their cuftoms to other 
pations, the more fhould they avoid the 
appearance of changing thofe of the Ame- 
ricans. Happy our nation if her Ambaf- 
fadors, and her travellers, had always fo 
correct sn underftanding, and if they never 
loft fight of this obfervation, that of all 
men, the dancing mafter ihould have the 
moft negligent air ! 

After this dinner, which I may have pof- 

fibly fpun out too long, according to the ^ 

cuftom of the country, the Chevalier de U 

Luzerne took me to make vifits with him.* 

The 

* The conduQ of the Chevalier de la Luzerne in 
America juftified every idea that has been formed of 
the fuperior fkill and addrcfs of the French nation oh 
•embaffies, and in the cabinet. He not only con- 
■formed to the manners, and cuftoms of die country^ 
but he ftudied the charafler of every individual of tht 
Icaft importance. He rofe early in the morning, 
and watched the hour that bell fuitcd their conveni- 
ence, to wait on the Members of Congrefs, and the 
leading men of ftate ; at dinner he received Company 



i.,GoogIe 



i88 T R A V E ,L S I N 

The firfl: was Mr, Reed, Prefident of the 
State. This poll correfponds with that of 
Governor in the other provinces, but with- 
out 

of all political complexions, except effenjive tories ; 
his afternoons were chiefly employed in vifiting the 
ladies, and in palling from one houfe to another ; in 
thefe vifits he made no political exceptions, but on 
the contrary, paid his court particularly to the ladies 
in the fufpei^d families, an evidently wife policy ; 
in this clafs, he was fuppofed to have a very agree- 
able, as well as ufeful acquaintance, in the two MIfs 
C — ^ 's, who put no refiraint upon their tongues, 
but were well informed of ail the tranfa£tions of their 
party. Wherever be could not himfelf be prefent, 
Mr. Marbois, and Mr. Ottaw, the Secretaries, were 
diftributed, fo that you could not make an after- 
noon's vifit to a ivhig or tory family in the city, with- 
out being fure to meet with this political General 
or one of his Aides de Camp. When he made a 
public entertainment, and the prefence of the tory 
ladies gave offence to thofe of the patriotic party, he 
aJways pleaded ignorance, contrived to Ihift the blame 
from himfelf, and throw it on the Secretaries, who 
were left to fight the battle in the bcft way they could 
over the tea table ; but all this was carried on with 
undefcribable addrefs, and fo managed as to keep all 
parties in good humour with him. He indulged every 
man's peculiarities, and heftowed the petites attentions 
on all. It is thus the French maintdn their afcen- 
dancy in the cabinet, which is worth a thoufand 
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»ut the fame authority ; for the Govern- 
ment of Pcnnfylvania is purely democratic, 
confifting 

viftories, and their fiiperioiity in die Courts of Europe, 
under every varied form of Government, from Hol- 
land to Conftantinoplc. I cuihot . help contrafting. 
with this policy, an inftance of Englifli diplomatic 
condu<£l,— 'A very refpe^ble (enator of Sweden, pre- 
vious to the revolution in that country, told me, 
that in a very hard ftruggle, between the Englifli 
and French parties in the fenate, on fome leading 
qucftion, the Engliih Minifter applied to him in his 
turn, for his fuSrage; on his ftarting fome objeiElion, 
the Minifter turned angry, alTumed a haughty tDne> 
and obferved that the Swedes did not know their true 
intereft, that they might do as they diought proper, 
that England was the snly country that could fuppoj-t 
them, and left him much oiit of humour ; the fame 
language he held to all the fenators. The French 
Ambaflador, on the contrary, was paying his court to 
each lenator, in his family, diftributing fevours, and 
making entertainments, and carried his point with 
barely injinuating, what would be agreeable to his 
Court. Compare this anecdote with the well-known 
conduct in Holland, of a Minifter mightily extolled 
for his mfdom and experience, Sir yofipb Teriet 
and his memorials, before the late latal breach with 
that country, and the fuccefs of the Duke de la 
Vauguyon, which nothing but fuch haughty, ill- 
timed language could have fo rapidly produced, 
wid judge whether Sir WiBiam Temple would have 
done the lame. Translator. 
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confifting only of a General Aflemblj, or 
Houfe of CbmmoDS, who name an execu- 
tire Council, compofed of twelve members 
poflefKng very limited powere, of the exer- 
cjfe of which they are obliged to give an 
account to the Affembly, m which they 
have no voice. Mr. Reed has been a Gene- 
ral Officer in the American army, and has 
given proofs of courage, having had a horfe 
killed under him ia the fkixmlih near fVhite- 
mw-p. It is he, whom Governor Johnjhne 
attempted to corrupt in 1778, when Eng- 
limd fent Conunjffioners to treat with Con- 
grcfe J but this attempt was confoied. to 
fome infmuations, entrufted to Mrs. Fer- 
gufon. Mr. Reed, who is a fenfible man, 
rather of an intriguing charadler, and above 
all eager of popular favour, made a great 
clamour, and publilhed, and exa^erated 
the offers that were made him. The 
complaints, of Mrs Fergufon, who found 
herfelf committed in this affair, a public de- 
claration of Governor Johnftone, whofe ob- 
jeft was to deny the fads, but which ferved 
only to confirm them ; various charges, 
and refutations, printed and made public, 
produced 
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produced no other efFeft than to fecond the 
views of Mr. Reed, and to make him at- 
tain his end, of playing a leading part In 
the country. Unfortunately his preten- 
frons, or his intereft, led him to declare him- 
fclf the enemy of i)r, Franklin.* When I 
W£Q at Philadelphia, it was no lefs than ' 
matter of queftion to recall that refpedable 
man ; 

* I make no doubt that the M. de ChafteUux Is 
corie<^ in riiis allertion, but thus mudi I can Aj 
fioOi perfonal knowledge, ^at Mr. Reed is <mk of 
the warmdl: and moft ftrenuous fu[^xMt<!r8 of die 
prefent democratic conAitution of Pennfylvania, the 
work of Dr. Franklin, and to fubvert which almoft 
all die pcrfonS enemies of Mr. Reed have been la- 
bouring for fom& years paft. In Philaddphia, in 
1782, the parties of conftitutionaliiU, and anti-con- 
ftitutionalifts ran fo high, as to occallcA frequent 
perfonal quarrels. Another faA is well known to 
-many pecfoos in Europe, and to every body in Ame- 
rica, that the attack on Dr. Franklin came from a 
much more powerful and intriguing quarter than 
that of Mr, Reed, who. never was of any weight in 
Congrefi. Mr. Reed too mas much attached to Gene- 
ral Wafhiiigton, whom the oppofers of Dr. Frank- 
lin's- conllitution of Pennfylvania, affeHed to hold 
in no vexy high refpcfl. I never exchanged a word 
with Mr. Reed ; my only wifli is to afcertain the 
truth. Translator. 
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man ; but the French party, or that of Ge- 
neral Wafliington, or to exprefs it ftUl betr 
ter, the really patriotic party prevailed,, and 
the matter finifhed by fending an officer to 
France to reprefent the wretched ftate of 
the army, and to afk for " an aid of clothes, 
tents, and money, of which it flood in 
much need. The choice fell on Colonel 
Laurens. * 

■^ Mr. 

* Colon«l Laurens obtained Rx millions of livres 
from the French Court, the greateft part of ^ich 
was expended in clothing and neeef&ries for the 
American army, on his arrival in Europe in the 
fpring of 1781. Mr. Gillan, who had^the commif- 
fion of Cimmtidare from the State of^arolina, and 
had been fcnt over to purchafe three frigates for that 
ftate, came immediately from Holland to Paris, and 
prevailed cm Colonel Laurens, who was of the iame 
ftate, to purchafe a large quantity of the clothing at 
Amfterdam, a meafure highly offenfivt to the French 
Court, to be (hipped on board his frigate the South 
CaroSnaf which was to fail immediately^ and befidea 
her greaf force, carrying twenty-eight forty-two 
pounders, and twelve eighteens, had the legion of 
Luxembourg on board. The purchafe was made 
accordingly at Amfterdam, the goods fliipped on 
board the frigate, by which many private purpofes 
were anfwered to Mr. Gillon, who, on feme pretext 
however, after many months delay, and the Cglo- 
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Mr. Reed has a handfome houfe, ar- 
ranged and furniihed in the Englifti ftyle. 

ncls return, removed the goods from the frigate, 
and {hipped thtm on board two Dutch veflcls to bt - 
taken under his convoy; but to thefe he foon gave the 
flip, leaving them in September in the Texel, with- 
out faying a word of his intention; finding he did not 
return, they were conveyed , back in Oflobcr to Am- 
fterdam, and re-landed at an enormous expence to 
America, and to the great lofs of the army, for 
whom they were intended as a fupply that winter, | 
^t, on his return, he had addrefs enough to elude 
every inquiry into this very extraordinary tranfac- 
tion, to which efcape, the univerfal efteem in which 
Mrs. Gil/on, his wife, was hefd, by every perfon in 
Carolina, contributed not a little. It may here be 
proper to corrcft an error which h^ flipped into all 
the Englifb public prints of the day, and particularly 
into Dodjley's Annual Regljler, on the fubje£l of the 
frigate, the South Carolina. This frigate is men- 
tioned in the lift of Admiral Zoutman's fleet in the 
engagement off the Dogger Bank in Auguft, 1781. 
The Tranflator was then at the Texel, faw the 
Dutch fleet fail, and return after the engagement ; 
during that interval had the frigate lying at anchor be- 
fore his eyes, and was clofe to her, on board another 
veflel off the end of the" Haaks, a great flioal 'at the 
mouth of the Texel, when the Dutch fleet entered 
in. the moft Ibattercd condition. Mr. Gillon is him- 
felf a native of Rotterdam, but was on very bad 
ttrms with all the officers of the Dutch fleet, and in- 
deed with almoft all his countrymen. Translator. 

Vol. I O I found 



d=,GoogIe 



194 TRAVELSIN 

r found there Mrs. WaJIjingtotty who had 
juft arrived from Virginia, and was going to 
ftay with her hufband, as flje does at the end 
of every campaign. She is about forty, or 
five and forty, rathet plump, but frefh, and 
with an agreeable face.* After paffing a 
quarter 

♦ I had the picafure of paffing a day or t*o with 
Mrs, Wafliington, at the General's htiufe in Vii"- ■ 
ginia, where (he appeared to me to be one of the bed 
women in the world, and beloved by all about her. 
- She has no family by the General, but was furrounded 
by her grand children, and Mrs. CuJUs^ her- fon's 
widow. The family were then in mourning for 
Mr. Cuflis, her fon by a former marriage, whofe [tre- 
mature death was fubjeil of public and private regret. 
He was brought up by the General as his own ion, 
and formed himfelf fuccefsfully on his model. He 
fucceeded him as reprefenmive for Fairfax county, 
and promifed to be a very diftinguifhcd member of 
fdciety, but having gone down to York-Town, after 
the capture of Cornwallis, to view the works, he 
caught a malignant fevef at one of the hofpjtals, and 
was rapidly carried off. The General was uncom. 
monly affedled at his death, jnfomuch thSt many of 
his friends imagined thty perceived fomc change in 
his eqctanimity of temper,- fubfequent to that event. 
It is certain that they were upon terms of the moft 
affeiflionate and manly friendfbip. 

I Translator. 



Jb.Googk"' 



i NORTH-AMERICA. 195 

quarter of an hooB at Mr. Reed's, we waited 
on Mi*. Huntingdon, Prefident of Congrefs : 
We fbur).d him in his cabinet, lighted by 
a fiQgle cantfie. This fimplicity reminded 
mc of that of the Fabricius's and the Phi- 
k^emens. Mr. Huntingdon is an upright 
man, who efpoufes no party, and may be re- 
lied on. He is a native of Conne&icut, and 
was- Delegate for that ftate, when chofen 
Prefident. 

My day having been fufficiently taken up, 
the Chevalier de la Luzerne condudted me 
to the houfe where he had ordered lodgings . 
to be prepared for me. It was at the 
Spanifti Minifter's, where there were feveral 
vacant apartments; for M. Miralif who 
had occujMed it, died a year before at 
Morris-Town. His Secretary has re- 
mained charge des affaires, mafter of the 
houfe, and weli contented to , enjoy the 
incaricOy which includes in it, befides the 
correfpondence, a table maintained at the 
expence of the King of Spain. The Che- 
, -valier de la Luzerne, though very well 
and agreeably lodged, had no apartments to 
O 3 fpare; 
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fpare ;* he made them, however, contrive 
me one the next day, which contributed 
greatly to my happinefs during my ftay at 
Philadelphia, fori was fituated exafl:Iy- be- 
tween M. de Marbois, and him, and able 

to 

* The French Atnbailador's was a very handfome 
houfe, hired of Mr. John Dickinfon, and very near 
the feat of Congrefi. In one of thofe dreadful ftorms 
of thunder with which America is fo frequently vifit- 
ed in the fummer mpnths, this houfe, though lower 
than the State-houfc, and that of his neighbour,' Mrs. 
Allen, was ftruck'by lightning, and a French officer, 
fitting alone in one of the rooms, burnt to death i 
liie hghtning had fet fire- to his clothes, and thrown 
him into a fainting fit, during which, part of his 
body was miferably fcorched, and his private parts 
reduced to aftics, fo that he furvived but a ftw hours j . 
but the principal ravage was in a chamber containing 
qji irsn lied/iead, iu which the Ambafiador himfelf flept, 
by way of fecurity from the bugs ; in that room, large 
blocks of marble were rent in pieces, and torn from 
the chimney piece; its effeifts, in fliort, vrere fo lingular 
ifi many refpefls, and in fome . fo contrary fo received 
gpinions, that Mr. Arthur LeCy and Dr. Kujh, 
thought proper to publilh a very long and curious 
account of it; 'and indeed, as far as I am able to 
}udge, this ftfoke'prefented many new phuenomena 
Qf eleflricity. ^ It may be proper to add, that this 
yas the only houfe in the neighbourhood unprsviJed 
viith an eUSrical apparatut. Tran'SIATOr., 
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to converfe with them , every moment of 
the dajt 

That of the aad commenced, like every 
other day in America, by a great breakfaft. 
As the dinners ace very late at the Minifter's, 
a few loins of veal, fome legs of'miittoq, 
and other trifies of that kind are always in- 
troduced among the tea-cups, and are fui;e 
of meeting a hearty vpelcpme. After this 
flight repaft, which only lafted an hour and 
a half, we went to vifit the ladies, agreeable 
to the Philadelphia cuflom, where the 
morning is the moft proper hour for paying 
vifits. We began by Mrs. Bache j ftie me- 
rited all the anxiety we had to fee her, for 
fhe is the daughter of Mr. Franklin. Sim- 
ple in her manners, like her refpetSable 
father, Ihe poffefles his benevolence. She 
conduced us into a room filled with work, 
lately finifhed by the ladies of Philadelphia. 
This work confifted neither of embroidered 
tambour waiftcoats, nor net work edgine, 
nor of gold and filver brocade — it" was a 
quantity of ihirts for the foldiers of Penn- 
fylvania. The ladies bought the linen from 
their own private purfes, and took a plea- 
O 3 fure 
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fure in cutting them out, and fewing Aem 
themfelves. On each fliirt was the name 
of the- married, or unmarried lady 'who 
made it, and they amounted to 2200. Here 
18 the place, no do\ibt, to make a very 
moralf but very trivial refle<£tion on the dif- 
ference between our manners mid thofe of 
America ; but as for myfelf, I am of 
opinion that, on a fimilar occafion, our 
French women would do as much, and I 
even venture to believe that fuch works 
would infpire as agreeable verfes as thofe 
_ which accompany the annual prefents of 
cradles, coaches, houfes, caftles, &c. labo- 
rjoufly and aukwardly brocaded. It muft 
be allowed that this cuftom is an abundant 
fource of moft ingenious ideas ; but their 
harveft is paft, and they begin to be ex- 
haufled. But fhould any rigid French 
philofopher be difpofed to cenfure French 
manners, 1 would not advife him to addrefs 

himfelf to Mrs. P , whom I waited 

upon on quitting Mrs. Bache» This Is the 
agreeable woman of Philadelphia ; her tafte 
is as delicate as her health : aii enthufiaft to 
exeefs for all the French fafhions, fhe only 
waits 
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wmts for the termination of this little revo- 
hi^oD, to effed a ftiU greater one in the 
manners of her country. 

Aft^ ^aj'itig due homage to this admi- 
jrable female patriot, I hurried to make ac- 
qujuntance with Mr. Morris. He is a very 
rich merchant, and confequently a man 
of every country, for commerce bears every 
where the fame charafter. Under mo- 
narchies it i« free ; it is an egotift in repub- 
lics ; a ftranger, or if you will, a citizen 
of the univerfe, it excludes alike the 
virtues and the prejudices that ftand in 
the way of its intereft. It is fcarcely to be 
credited, that amidft; the difafters of Ame- 
rica, Mr. Morris, the inhabitant of a town 
juft emancipated from the hands of the 
Englilh, ihould poffefs a fortune of eight 
millions' (between 3 and 400,0001. fter- 
ling). It is, however, in the moft critical 
times that great fortunes are acqwired. The 
fortunate return of feveral ihips, the ftill 
more fuccefsfiil cruizes of his privateers, 
have increafed his riches beyond his ex- 
pectations, if not beyond his wiflies. He 
is, in fa£t, fo accuflomed to the fuccefs of 
O 4 his 
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his privateers, that when he is obferved on 
a Sunday to be more ferious than ufua!, 
the conclufion is, that no prize has arrived 
in the preceding ^eek.* This flourifhing 
ftate 

* Mr. Morris has certainly enriched himfelf 
greatly by the war, but the houfe of TVilUng and 
Morris did a great deal of bufinefi^, and was well 
known in all the confiderable trading towns of 
Europe, previous to that period. Mr. Morris had 
various other means of acquiring wealth befides pri- 
vateering; ame^gft others, by his own intereft, 
and his conneflions with' Mr. Holker, then Conful- 
Geotral of France at Philadelphia, he frequently 
obtained exclufivc permiiTjons to fiiip cargoes of 
flour, &c. in the time of general embargoes, by 
^■hich he gained immenfe profits. His fituation 
gave him many fimilar opportunities, of which his 
capital, his credit, and abilities always enabled him 
to lake advantage. — On the ftrongth of his office, as 
Financier -General, he circulated hii own notes of 
Robert Morris, as cafli, throughout the continent, 
and even had the addrefs to get fome aflemblies, 
■ that of Virginia in particular, to pafs afls to make 
them current in payment of taxes. What purchafes 
of tobacco, what profits of every kind, might not 
a man of Mr. Morris's ahilicies make with fuch 
powerful advantages ? The houfe the Marquis 
fpeaks of, in which Mr. Morris lives, belonged for- 
merly to Mr. Richard Penn ; the Financier has made 
great additions to it, and is the iirft who has in- 
troduced 
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ftate of commerce, at Philadelphia, as well 
as in Maffachuffets bay, is entirely omng 
to. the arrival of the French fquadron.f ■ 
The 

troduced the luxury of hot-houfes and ice-houfes 
on the continent. He has likewlfe pufchafed the 
elegant country houfe formerly occupied by the 
traitor, Arnold, nor is his luxury to be outdone by 
any commercial voluptuary of London. This 
gentleman is a native of Manchefter in England, 
is at the head of the arjftocratical party in Penn- 
fylvania, and has eventually been intlrumental in 
the revolution : in private life he is much efleemed, 
by a numerous acquaintance. 

Translator. 

t Very large fortunes were made from qothing 
during this period, but this (late of profperity W23 
not of long duration; in 1781 and 1782, fo numer- 
ous were the King's cruizcrs, and privateers, that 
frequently not one velTel out of feven that left the 
Delaware efcaped their vigilance. The profits on 
fuccefsfu! voyages were enormous, but it was no 
uncommon thing to fee< a man one day worth forty 
or fifty thoufand pounds, and the next reduced t» 
nothing ; indeed thefe rapid tranfitions were fo fre- 
quent, that they almoft ceafed to affc^ cither Ac 

comfort or the credit of the individu^. Flour 

fhipped on board at Philadelphia, cofl; fve dollars, 
and produced from twenty-eight to thirty-four dol- 
lars a barrel in fpeae at the Havannah, which is 
generally but a Ihort run, and the arrival <^ one 
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The Englifli have abandoned all thor 
cruizes, to block h up at Newport, and 
in that they have fucceeded ill, for they 
have not taken a fingle floop coming to 
Rhode Ifland, or Providence. Mr. Morris 
is a large man, .very fimple in his manner* ; 
but his mind is fubtle and acute, his head 
perfeftly well organized, and he is as well 
verfed in public affairs as in hb own. 
He was a member of Congrefs in 1776, 
and ought to be reckoned, among thofe 
perfonages who have had the greateft in- 
fluence in the revolution of America. He 
as the fHend of Dr. Franklin, and the 
decided enemy erf" Mr. Read. His houfe 
is handfome, rcfembUng perfectly the 
houfes 



Eurtqtean cargo, out of three, amply repaid the 
.merchant, fo that notwithftanding the numerous 
captures, the Aocks were continually full of new 
veflels to fupply fuch as were loft or taken. In 
fltort, without having been upon the fpot at that 
period, it is impoffible to conceive the activity and 
perfeverance of the Americans. There was-fcarcely 
» captain, or even cooimon failor, who had not been 
talten fix or feven times during the war, nor a 
merchant who had not been, more than once, rich wid 
ruined. Tbamslator. 
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houfcE in London ; he lives there without 
jpftentaiiqn, but not without, expence, for 
he fpates nothing which can contribute 
to his happinefs, ^n^ that of Mrs. Morris, 
.to whom he iamwch attached. A zealous 
republican, and an Epicurean philofopher, 
he has always .[^ayed a dillinguiOied part 
at table an4 in bufinefs.* I have already 
mentioned Mr. ,Powel, at prefent I muft 
fpeak of his wife j and indeed it would be 
difficult to feparate from each other, two 
perfons, who for twenty years have lived 
■ together in the ftriifieft union : I Ihall not 
fay as man and wife, which would not 
convey the idea of perfeS equality in Ame- 
rica, but as two friends, happily matched 
in point of underftanding, tafte, and in- 
formation. 

* Mr. Morris has fince filled for three years die 
I>oil of Financier, <» Comptroller-Generd, which 
. was created, for him. He had for his colleague Mr. 
Govermr Morris, whom I have , already mentioned, 
snd who has amply judiiied the opinion enter- 
tained of his talents. It may fafcly be aflerted, that 
Europe affords few e^mples of a pcrfpicuity, and 
a- facility of undcrllanding equal to his, which adapts 
Itlelf with the fame fuccels to buimefs, to letters^ 
and to fciences. 
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formation. Mr. Powel, as I hare before 
faid, has travelled in Europe, and returned 
■with a tafte for the fine arts ; his houfe is 
adorned with the moft valuable prints, and 
good copies of feveral of the Italian mafters. 
Mrs. Powel has not travelled, but fhe has 
read a great deal, and profitably : it would 
be unjuft perhaps, to fay, that in this flie 
differs from the greateft part of the Ame- 
rican Ladies; but what diftiriguilhes her 
the moft is, her tafte for converfation, and 
the truly European ufe flie> knows how 
to make of her underftanding and in- 
formation, 

I fear my readers (if ever I h^ve any) 
may make this natural refledUon, that 
vifits are very tirefome pieces of bufinefs 
every where, and as it is impoffible to 
efcape the epigrammatic turn of the 
French, without making great hafte, I am 
determined to get the ftart. I apprize them 
however, that I acquit them of a long din- 
ner, which the Chevalier de la Luzerne gave 
that day to the fouthern Delegates. I fhaJI 
have occafion to fpeak elfewhere of fome of 
thefe Delegates, and as for thofe who will 
not 
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not give me that oj^ortunity, they deferve 
to be paffed over in filence. 

Fe^fut left the pleafures of Capua ihould 
make me fijrget the campaigns of Hamibal^ 
and of Fabius, I detennined to get on 
horfeback, ,on the fecond of December, to 
vifit the field of battle of German-Town, 
Many recoUaS;, that after the defeat of 
Brandywine, in, 1777, the American anny, 
not thinking proper to defend Philadelphia, 
retired to the upper - Schuylkill^ whilft the 
Englifli took pofleffion, without refiftance, 
of the capital of Pennfylvanla. Elated with 
-their fucc^fs, and full of that confidence 
which has invariably deceived them, they 
had divided an,d difperfed their forces : 
the greateft part of their troops encamped 
upon the Schuylkill, four miles from 
Philadelphia ; another divifion occupied 
German-Town, eight miles to the north- . 
ward of that place, and they fent a con- 
fiderable detachment to BUlingspori, to 
favour the paflage of their fleet, which was 
making fruitlefs endeavours to get up the 
Delaware. Thus circumftanced, General, 
Wafliirtgton thought' it was time to re- 
mind 
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mind the EngKflj, that thure ftill exifted- 
an American army. One is at a lofs whe- 
Aer moit to- extol the fege intrepidity of 
the chief, or the refolmion difplayed by 
his army in mating an attack on the fame 
ttbops, whofe Aocfe they were unable to 
/uftaln a month before. German-Town is 
a long town, or village, confifting of a 
fingle ftreer, not unlike La fiUkre^ or Fat^ 
gi'nardf near Paris, From the firft houfe, 
at the fouth, to the laft, at the north end 
of the town, it is near two miles and a 
half. The EhgUfh corps which occupied, 
or rather covered it, was encamped near 
the laft houfes to the northward, and fo 
fituated as that the ftreet, or m^n road, in- 
terfered the camp at right angles. This 
body miglit amount to three or four 
thoufand men. General Walhington, who 
occupied a pofitton at ten miles diftance,* 



• There are many ftriking differences between 
this account, and that given by General Howe in 
hie public df^tdics, in ,his own narrative to the 
beufe of eommons, and in the exasiiaation of his 

wUncfles The Englifh General reports, that 

Wailiington's camp near Skippack Creek, from 
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on Skippack Creek, left his camp towards 
midnight, marching in two columns, one 
of which was to turn German-Town on 
the eaftward, the other on the left ; two 
brigades of the right column were ordered 
to form the corps de referve, to feparate 
themfelves from that column, at the in- 
ftant 

whence he moved, was fixUin miles from German- 
Town — The Marquis (ays, only Un. The Englifli 
General ftrongly aflcrts, that this affair was no fiir- 
prile ( fee his narrative^ and his examination of 
Sir George Ofiorne^y the Marquis Teem; to be well 
authorized to call it a complete furprife. The Gene- 
raJ affirms he was prepared for it.— ^The Marquis 
preves, nay, (he Englilh Greneral's letters and narra^ 
live demonftrate how narrowly, and by wiiat means 
his army, and the EritiQi afFairs efcaped total ruin. 
The General fays, "The enemy retired near twenty 
mUes ■ to Perkyoming Creek, and are now cn- 
- camped near Skippack Creek, about eighteen miles 
dtftancc from hence." The Marquis aflcrts, that 
" The retreat was executed in good order, that 
General Wafliington took an excellent position with- 
in fsur miles of German-Town, (a that on the 
evening of the battle, he was fix miles nearer die 
enemy than before." How fliall we reconcile thefe 
efTcnttal cont radiations, which ought unqueftion- 
a^ly to be difcuHed, for the intereft of truth, and 
the benefit of hiftory ? Translator. 
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ftant of the attack, and follow the main 
ftreet of German-Town. / A very thick 
fog came on, favourable to the march of 
the enemy, but which rendered the attack 
more difficult,, as it became impoffible to 
concert the movements, and extend the 
troops. The militia marched on the right 
and left, without the two columns, not 
■.being committed in the affair, and always 
ikirting the woods, on the Frankfort fide, 
as well as on that of the Schuylkill. Ge- 
neral Wafliington halted a moment before 
daylight, at a crofs road, dlftant only half 
a mile from the picket, or advanced poft 
of the enemy. There he , learnt from an 
Englilh dragoon, who was intoxicated, 
and had loft his way, that the Biliingfport 
detachment was returned. This unexpe£t- 
ed intelligence did not change, the Gene- 
ral's projeft ; he continued his march at 
the head of the right column, and fell 
upon the Englifti picket, who were furprifed, 
put to rout, and driven to the camp, where 
they brought the firft news of the arrival 
of the Americans. The troops flew to 
arms, and precipitately fell back, leaving 
their 



D,q,i,i.?dbvGoogIe 



NORTH-AMERIC A. 269 

their tents Aanding, and abandoning all 
theliJ baggage. This was a moment not 
to be loft, and French troops would cer- 
tainly have availed themfelves of it, nay it 
would have been difficult to prevent them 
either from purfuing the enemy too far, or 
from difperfmg to plunder the camp. It 
is here we may form a judgment of the 
American chara£ter. Perhaps this army, 
notwithllanding the flownefa of its ma- 
noeuvres, and its inexperience in war, may 
merit the praifes of Europeans. General 
Sullivan, who commanded the column on 
the right, calmly and flowly formed the 
three brigades a head ; and after ranging 
them in order of battle, he traverfed the 
Engliih camp, without a fingle foldier 
flopping for plunder : he advanced in this 
manner, leaving the houfes on. the left, 
and driving before him all refiftance from 
the gardens and inclofures ; he penetrated 
into the town itfelf, and was feme time 
engaged with the troops who defended a 
fmall fquare near the market. 

Whilft every thing thus fucceeded on 

the right. General Walhington, at the hea4 

Vol. I. P of 
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of the refenre, was expefting to fee his left 
column arrive, and purfued his march by 
the main flreet. But a fire of mufquetry, 
which proceeded from a large houfe with- 
in piftol fhot of the ftreet, fuddenly checked 
the van of his troops. It was refolved to 
attack this houfe; but cannon were neceflary, 
for it was known to be of Aone, and could 
not therefore be fet fire to. Unfortunately 
they had only fix pounders : the Chevalier 
Dupleflis-Mauduit, brought two pieces near 
another houfe, two hundred paces from 
the former. This cannonade produced no 
effect, it penetrated the walls, but did not 
heat them down. The Chevalier de Man-* 
duit, fuH of that ardour, which at the age 
of fixteen, made him undertake a journey 
into Greece, to view the fields of Platea and 
Ihermopyla, and At twenty go in fearch of 
laurels .in America, refolved to attack by 
main force this houfe, which he was un- 
able to reduce by cannon* * He propofed 



* In 178a I vifited and faffed a very agreeable 
day at this celebrated Stone-Houfe, fb bravely, and 
juJicioiiny defended by Cohnel Mafgrtvej and few 
jniny marks of cannon ajQd mefquet fbot in. tht 
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to Colonel Liiureiu to take with him feme 
determined men^ and get Ibme ftraw and 
hay from a barn, to fet fire to the principal 
door. One. may conceive fuch an idea pre- 
fenting itielf to two fpirited young men j 
but it is fcarcely credible, that of thefe two 
P 1 nobis 

walls, doors, and window fliutters, befidss two or 
diree mutilated ftatues which flood in front of it. It 
ifi a [dain gentleman's country-houfe, with four win- 
dows in front, and two floHcs high, calculated for i 
finall htnily, and flands Imglc, and detached from 
every other building, fo that defended* as it was by 
fix companies, commanded by fo gallant an officer^ 
it was calcuhtcd to make a long rcfiflance againft 
every tiling but heavy cannwi. I bere law, what 
to me was perfc£Uy new, but iA tUs perhaps I betnjr 
my ignorance ; a cock, though furrounded by hens, in 
fi'equent copulation with a duck. Being in com- 
pany with ladies, I had no opportunity of inquiring 
whether there was any* and what fort oi produce. 
From the different fize of their bodice, the difference 
of their organization, and the mode of union, I could 
not help confidering it as not much lefs extraordi> 
Mtry than thb Bruflels fable of the Hen and Rabbit ; 
but in this, perhaps, every pealant can fet me right. 
This houle formerly belonged to Mr. Chew, a loy* 
alift, and was purdia&d by Mf. Biair Mac Cltnagban \ 
who,' from a very {faioH beginning, lias, by his iAduftry, 
feirly and honourably acquired \ very confidera^ 
fortune. Tkanslator. 
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noble adventurous youths, one fhould be at 
prefent on his way to France, and the other 
in good heakh at Newport.* M. de Mau- 
duit making no doubt that they were foUow- 
inghim with all the ftraw in the barn, went 
ftraight to a window on the ground floor, 
which he forced, and on which he mounted. 
He was received, in truth, like the lover who 
mounting a ladder to fee his miftrefs found 
the huiband wailing for Kim on the balcony: 
I do not know whether, like him too, on be- 
ing aflced what he was doing there, he an- 
fwered, / am only taking a walk ; but this I 
know, that whilil a gallant man, piftol in 
hand, defired himto furrender, another lefs 
polite entering brilkly into the chamber, fired 
amufquet fhot, which killed, not M. de Mau-. 
duit, but the officer who ' wiflied to take him. 
After thefe flight miftakes, and this little 
quarrel, the difliculty was for him to re- 
tire. On one hand he muft be expofed to 
a fmarc 

* Mr. Laurens has fmce fallen a vi6tini to his t* 
iiiconfulerate valour: he was killed in Caroling in a 
ildrmifh of little importance, a ihojt time before the 
Cgning of the peace. , 
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a fmart fire from the firft and fecond floor ; 
on the other, a part of th^ American army- 
were fpeflators, and it wouid Jiave been ri* 
diculous to return running. Mr. de Mau- 
duit, like a true Frenchman, chofe rather to 
expofe himfelf to death than ridicule j 
but the balls refpeflied our prejudices ; he 
returned fafe and found, and Mr. Laurens» 
who was in no greater hafte than he, efcaped 
with a flight wound in his fhoulder. I muft 
not here omit a circumftance which proves 
the precarious tenure of a military exift- 
ence. General Wafliington thought that on 
fxunmoning the commander of this poft, he 
would readily fumender ; it was propofed t6 
M. de Mauduit to take a drum with him^ and 
make this propofal ; but on hia obferving 
that he fpoke bad Englifh, and might not, 
perhaps, be underilood, an American officer 
was fent, who being preceded by~ a drum, 
and difplaying a white handkerchief, it was 
imagined, would not incur the fmalleft 
rifque ; but the Englifli anfwered this officer 
only by mufquet fhot, and killed him on 
the fpot. 

P 3 By 
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By this time the enemy began to rally : 
the EngUfli anny had marched from their 
camp near Schuylkill to fuccour German- 
Town, and Comwallis was coming with all 
expedition from Philadelphia, with the 
grenadiers and chafieurs, whilft the corps de 
roferve of the American army were lofing 
their time at the Stcme-boufe, and th^ left 
column was fcarcely ready for the attack. The 
conteft was now become too unequal, and it 
became neceflary to think of a retreat, which 
was executed in good order, and General 
Wafhington took aji excellent pofition four 
miles from German-Town ; fo that on the 
evening of the battle» he was fix miles 
nearer the enemy than before. The ca- 
pacity he had juft difplayed on this occa- 
fioo, th£ confidence he had infpired into 
an army they thought dUheartened, and 
which, like the Hydra of the fable, re-ap- 
peared with a more threatening head, afto- 
niftied the EngUfh, ^d kept them in awe* 
till the defeatof Burgoyne changed the afpeft 
of affairs. This is the moft favourable light 
in which we can view this day, unfortu- 
^lately too bloody for any advantages derived 
from 
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from it Military men who fliall view the 
ground, or have before them an accurate 
plan, will, ' I imagine, be of opinion, that 
the extenfivenefs of the objefl occafioned the 
failure of this enterprize. The projed of 
firll beating the advanced corps, then the 
army, and afterwards of becoming mafters 
of Philadelphia, was abfolutely chimerical : 
for the village of German-Town being up- 
wards of two miles in length, prefented too 
many obflacles for the alTailants, ^ and too 
many points of rallying for the EngliJh ; 
faefides that it is not in interfered countries, 
and without cavalry, that great battles are 
gained, which deftroy or difperle armies. 
Had General Waftiington contented him- 
felf with proceeding to Whitemarlh, and 
covering his march with a large body of 
troops, which migjit have advanced to 
German-Town, he would have furprifed the 
Engtifli van-guird, and forced them to re- 
tire with lofs ; and if fatisfied with this fort 
of leflbn given to a vi^orious aimy, he had 
fallen back on the new pofitiori he wiited 
to occupy, he would have completely ful- 
filled his objed, and the whole honour of 
P 4 the 
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the day been hU. But, fuppofing the pro- 
jed: of attack to be, fuch as was adopted, it 
appears to me that two faults, rather ex- 
cufable 'tU true, were committed; one, 
the lofing time in ranging in Hne of battle 
General Sullivan's column, inftead of march- 
ing directly to the camp of the enemy ; the 
other, the amufing themfelves in attacking 
the Stone-houfe. The firft fault will ap- 
pear very pardonable to thofe who have 
feen the American troops fuch as they then 
were ; they had no inftnuSlon, and were 
fo ill-difcipHned, that they could neither 
preferve good order in marching in a 
column, nor fpread themfelves when it be- 
came necelFary; for experience, which is 
always differing with M. de Meml Durand^ 
teaches us, that profound order is the moft 
fubjed to diforder and confufion, and which 
consequently demands the moft phlegm 
and difcipline. The fecond error may be 
juftified by the hope they always had of get- 
ting poffeflion of the Stone-houfe, the im- 
portance of which was meafured by the ob- 
ftinacy of the enemy in defending it. It 
}s ^ert^in, t^st fwp better meafures might 
hav9 
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have been adopted : the firft to purfue their 
march without regarding the fire of muf- 
quetry, which could always have been fuf- 
ficiently flackened by detaching a few men 
to fire at the windows; and the fecond, 
that of leaving the village on the left, to 
enter it again three hundred paces further 
on, where it would then have been fufficient 
to tak^ pofleffion of another houfe oppofite 
to thofe occupied by the enemy : though 
this houfe be not quite fo high as the for- 
mer, the fire from it would have checked 
the Englifh, and fecured a retreat in cafe of 
neceffity.* 

In allowing myfelf this fort of cenfure, I 
feel how much I ought to miftruft my own 
judgment, efpecially as I was not prefent at 
the aQion ; but I made the fame obferyations 
to M. Laurens, M. de Mauduit, and M. de 
Gimat, who feemed to be unable to refute 
them. We have feen the fhare the two for- 
mer 

Poffibly the Marquis does not know that there were 
fix companies ofjthe 40th regiment in this houfe; nodef- 
picablc enemy to leave in the rear of fuch an army as 
General Walhington's was compofed of. 

Translator. 
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mer had in the engagement ; the third has 
iereral times viewed the field of battle with 
General Wafhington, who explained to him 
the motions of the two armies, and nobody 
is better calculated to hear well, and to giTC 
a good account of what he has heard. 

After fufiiciently examining the pofitipn 
of German-Town, I returned to Philadelphia 
by the Iborteft road, and quicker than { 
came, for the cold was very piercing", and I 
had only time to drefs myfelf to accompany 
the Chevalier de la Luzerne to dine with 
the Northern Delegates. It muft be un- 
derftood, that the Delegates, or if you will, 
the Members of Congrefs, have a tavern to 
themfelves, where they give frequent enter- 
tainments ; but that the company may not 
be too numerous at a time, they divide 
themfelves into two fets, and as we fee, 
very geographically ; the line of demarka- 
tion being from eaft to weft.* The dinner 
was 

• There is 2 great probability of feeing this line of 
deoiarkation more diflin^y marked, by a fe|iaratioit 
of the fcedcral union into two parts-, at no very dif- 
tant day ; but not on hoftile, or tinfriendly terms. 
This was natter of frequent difcuffion during my 
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was pldn and good, and our reception 
polite and cordial, but not ceremonious. , 
Two Delegates placed at each end, did 
the honours of the table. Mr. Duaaty 
Deputy from the State of New York, oc- 
cupied the fide I was on. He is of a gay 
and open cbarafter, has no objeflion to 
talk, and drinks without repugnance. I con- 
verfed fome time, but lefs than I could have 
wiflied 

ftay at Philadelphia, and feemed to be an o[Hnion which 
was daily gaining ground. Indeed it feems to be a 
meafurc which fooncr or later muft take place, from 
the obvious difficulties attending the management^ 
and operations of a confederacy extending from Florida 
to Nova Scotia, a country, every day increaling in 
population, and branching out into new ftatet. Such 
a dtvifion muft, in my opinion, give new force and 
energy to each part of it, and produce more union and 
aftivity in their councils ; nor do I fee any bad confe- 
quences arifmg from fuch an amicable feparation, ex- 
cept in the cafe of a war cxaifMy fimilar ta the laft, a 
caJe whicli I believ* every man will agree is fcarcely 
within the line of polibility. Local obllacles to a Jong; 
continuance of the prefent ftate of things, muft alone 
inMlibly produce it. They who arc acquainted with 
America mil add many reafons, which it is unnecefTary 
for me'to enumerate. Tsanslatok. 
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wiflied with Mr. Charles 1'hompfin,* Secre- 
tary of Congrefs. He pafles, with reafon, 
for one of the beft informed men in the 
country, and though he be a man of the 
cabinet, and mixing little with fociety, his 
manners are polite and amiable. . Mr. 
Samuel j^dams^ Deputy for MaffachufTets 
Bay, was not at this dinner, but on rifing 
from table 1 went to fee him. When I en- 
tered his room, I found him tite-a-tiie with 
a young girl of fifteen who was preparing 
his tea j but we Ihall not be fcandalized at 
this, on confidering that he is at leafl: fixty. 
Every body in Europe knows that he was 
one of the prime movers of the prefent re- 
volution. I experienced in his company 
the fatisfaftion one rarely has in the worfd, 
nay even on the theatre, of finding the per- - 
fon of the a<Stor correfponding with the 
charafler He performs. In him, I faw a 
man w»apt up in his objefl, who never 
fpoke but to give a good opinion of his 
caufe, and a high idea of his country. His 
fimple 

* Mr. Thompfon is an Irifhman; his nephew, Mr. 
SimlaWf is a banifter at York in England, 

Translator. 
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limple and frugal exterior, feemed intend- 
ed as a contraft with the energy and extent 
of his ideas, which were wholly turned to- 
wards the republic, and loft nothing of 
their warmth by being exprefled with me- 
thod and precifion ; as an army, marching 
towards the enemy, has not a lefs determined 
air for obfen^ng the laws of taftics. Amongft 
many fafts he cited in honour of his coun- 
try, I ihall relate one which merits to be 
tranfmitted to pofterity. Two young fol- 
diers had deferted from the army, and re- 
turned to their father s houfe. Their fa- 
ther, incenfed at this adtion, loaded them 
with Irons, and conducted them himfelf 
to their General, Lord Stirling. He did 
what every other officer would have done, 
in his place,— he pardoned them. The fa- 
ther, as patriotic, but lefs auftere than a 
Roman, was happy to preferve his children; 
neverthelefs he feemed aftoniftied, and ap- ■- 
preaching the General, my Lord, fays he, 
with tears in his eyes, '7/V more than I 
hoped for, — I quitted Mr. Adams with re- 
gret, but with a full intention of feeing him 
again, and my evening terminated by a vifit 
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to Colonel Bland, one of the Delegates tot 
Carolina. He is a tall handfome man, who 
has been in the Weft-Indies, where he ac-* 
quired French. He is faid to be a good 
foldier, but at prefent ferves his country, and 
ferves it well, in Congrefe. The Southern 
Delegates, in fa£t, have great credit^ they are 
inceffantly iaboufing to draw the attention 
of the Government towards them, and to 
avert every idea of purcHafing peace on their 
account. 

The weather was fo bad the third that it 
was impofiible to ftir out. I had no reafon 
to complain however of the employment of 
this day, which I pafTed either in converia* 
tion with M. de la Luzerne, and M. de Mar- 
bois, or in reading fuch interel^ng papers 
as thcywere ^Jeafed to communicate. Mr. ' 
Huntington having Informed me^ that the 
next day he would ihew me the hall in which 
the Congrefs alTembles, I went there at 
ten o'clock, and found^hlm waiting for me 
accompanied by feveral Delegates. This 
hall i& fpacious, without magnificence { its 
handibmeft ornament is the portrait of 
General Wafhington, larger than life : He 
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ts reprefented on foot, in that noble and eafy 
attitude which is natural to him ; cannon, 
colours, and all the attributes of war form 
the acceflbries of the pi&ure. I was then 
conduced into the Secretary's hallj which 
has nothing remarkable but the. manner in 
which it is fumifhed ; the colours taken 
from the enemy ferve by way of upeftry. 
From thence you pafs to the library, which 
is pretty large, but (ax from bang filled ; 
the few books it is compofed of, appear to 
be well chofen. It is in the town-houfe 
that Congreft hold their meetings: this 
building is rather handfomej the (Uircafe 
in particular is wide and noble : as to ex- 
ternal ornaments, they confifl only in the 
decoration of the gate, and in feveral tab- 
lets of marble placed above the windows4 
I remarked a peculiarity in the, roof, which 
appeared new to me: the clumneys are 
bound to the two extremities of the build- 
ing, which is a long fquare, and are fo con- 
ftrufted, as to be faftened together in the 
form of an arch, thus forming a fort of 
portico. 

3 After 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoog[e 



324- ffeAVELSIN 

After taking leare of the Prefident and 
Delegates, I returned to the Chevalier de 
la Luzerne's, and as the ftreets were cg-i 
vered with ice, I ftaid at home, where I 
received a vifit from Mr. W'llfon^ * a cele- 
brated lawyer, and author of feveral pam- 
phlets on the prefent affairs. He has in his 
library all our beft authors on puljlic law 
and jurifprudence ; the works of Prefi- 
dent Montefquieu, and of the Chancellor 
d'Aqueflau, hold the firft rank among them, 
and he makes them his daily ftudy. Afier 
dinner, which was private and a la Fran- 
. coife^ I went to fee Mrs. Bingham^ a young 
and handfome woman, only feventeen : her 
hufband, who was there, according to the 
American cuftom, is only five and twentyrf 
he 

* Mr. Wilfon is a Scotchman, and is making a 
fortune rapidly in the profeflion of the law at Phi- 
ladelphia. He is about four and forty, a man of 
real abilities, and Mr. Morris's intimate friend and 
coadjutor in his ariftocratic plans. Translator. 

t Mr. Bingham, even at this age, returned from 
Martinico with a very handfome fortune. Ip the 
year 1782, he gained a very confidcrable tim bji 
opening policies on the capture of the Count de 
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he was Agent of Congrefs at Martinico, 
from whence he is returned with a tolera- 
ble knowledge of French, and -with much 
attachment 

de Grafle in the Ville dc Paris ; an event, of which 
there is little doubt he had fecret and fure intelligence 
from his conne<£lion with the illands. They firft 
opened at lo, and afterwards were done at 25 and 30 
per cent. Very large fums were underwritten, cBefly 
by the whigsy who were unwilling, and could 
not be brought to credit this piece of news. Cir- 
cumftances were peculiarly favourable to this fpecu- 
lation, for, notwithfianding the great intercoiirle 
between the Weft-Indies and the Continent, only 
two accounts of this affair arrived for fix weeks after 
the engagement j the event of which was fooner 
known, with certainty, in England. The one was 
in Rivington's New York paper, copied from die 
Antigua Gazette, and lamely given j befides, that 

- his paper was defervedly in univerlal difcredit; the 
other was brought to Philadelphia by the Holier pri- 
vateer, Captain Kcahe, who faw part of the engage- 

, ment, but *hofe account contradicted the principal 
fefts in Rivington's. The two fleets having gone to 
leeward after the battle, no frefli intelligence was re- 
ceived from the ke-ujard, or more properly fpeaking. 
here, in the windward iflands, fo that this gambling 
was carried to fo high a pitch, as to induce the 
French Ambaflador to go in perfon to the cofitc- 
houfe to communicate a letter he had received from 
Martinique, fubfequent to the battle; f«m which 
Vol. I. Q. feir 
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attachment to the Marquis de BouiUf. I 
pafled the remainder of the evening with 
Mrs. Powell, where I expedled to have an 
agreeable converfation j in which I was 
not deceived, and forgot myfelf therfi till 
pretty late. 

1 went again to the Town-Houfe, oji the 
5th, but it was to be prefent at the AlTem- 
bly of the State of Pennfylvania ; for the 
hall, where this fort of parliament meets, 
is under the fame roof with the ,Congref8. 
I was with M. de la Fayette, the Vicomte 
de Noailles, the Comte de Damas, M. de 
Gimat, and all the French, or Gallo-j^me' 

fair Conclufions might be drawn againjl the capture ; 
but this, inftead of putting a ftop to the gambling, 
by encouraging the whigs, increafed it : — Mi'. 
Bingham and his friends in the fecret, indulged 
them to the utmoft extent of their enthufiafm j and 
if the policies were all paid, a matter which began 
to be a fubjefl of difcuflion when I left Philadelphia, 
muft have gained prodigious fuim, for no lefs than 
- from £. 8d,ooo to £. 100,000 fterling were calcu- 
lated to have been written. It is a Angular circum- 
ftance, that the firft authentic account of this great 
battlcj which appeared in America, was copied from 
the London Gazette. Whereas we had at Bofton the 
account of the lofs of the Ro^al George^ at Spithead, 
the i6fA day after the accident, by way of Newfound- 
land. Tbakslator. 
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ricam, at Philadelphia. We feated our- 
felves on a bench oppofite the Speaker's 
chair : on his right was the Prefident of the 
State, the Clerks were placed at a long table 
before the Speaker, The debates turned 
on fome mifcondui^, imputed to the 
Commiffioners of the Treafury. The exe- 
cutive council were fent for and heard. 
General Mifflin was atmoft the pnly fpeaker ; 

■ he delivered himfelf with grace and fpi- 
rit, but .with a marked intention of op- 
pofing the Prefident of the State, who i& 
not one of his friends. His manner of ex- 
prelling himfelf, his geftures, his deport- 
ment, the air and eafe of fuperiority he in- 
variably affumed, perfedly I'eminded me of 
thofe members of the Houfe of Commons 
who are accuftomed to give the tone to 
others, and to make every thing bend to 
their opinion. TTie affair not being ter- 
minated in the morning, the Speaker left 
the chair ; the houfe went into a committee, 
and adjourned. 

The morning was not far fpent, and I 
had enough to employ it ; I was expefted 

- in three places j by a lover of natural 
0^2 hiftory. 
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liiftory, by an anatomift, and at the col- 
lege, or rather univerfity of Philadelphia. 
I began by the cabinet of natural hiftory. 
This final! and fcanty collection, is greatly 
celebrated in America, where it is un- 
rivalled ; it was formed by a painter of 
Geneva, called Ometiere, a name better fuited 
to a phyfician, than a painter. This worthy 
man came to Philadelphia twenty years 
ago, to take portr^ts, and has continued 
there ever fmce ; he lives there ftill as a 
batchelor, and a foreigner, a very uncommon 
inftance in America where men do not long 
remain without acquiring the titles of huf- 
band and citizen. What I faw moft curi- 
ous in this cabinet, was a large quantity 
of the vicey or fcrew, a fprt of fliell pretty 
common, within which a very hard ftone, 
like_/<7i/f,* is exadlly moulded. It appears 
clear to me, that thefe petrifatSions are 
formed by the fucceffive accumulation of 
lapidific molecules conveyed by the waters, 
and affimilated by the afliftance of fixed 



* See Chambers's Encyclopedia-— a green fort of 
precious ftone, called in France /a pierre divine, 
from its (uppofcd myftic qualities. 
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air. After fatiguing my legs, and fatisfy- 
ing my eyes, which is always the cafe ifi 
cabinets of natural hiftory, I thought pro- 
per to quit the earth for heaven ; or, in the 
vulgar ftyle, I went to the library of the 
univeriity, to fee a very ingenious machine 
(an Orrery) reprefenting all the celeftial 
motions. I lofe no time in declaring that 
I fliall not give a defcription of it : for 
nothing is fo tirefome as the defcription of 
any machine ; it is enough for me to fay, 
that one part of it gives a perfeQ: view, on 
the vertical point,- of all the motions of 
the planets in their orbits ; and that 
the other, which is defigned only to re- 
prefent that of the moon, difplays, in the 
cleareft manner, her phafes, her nodes, and 
her different altitudes. The Prefident of 
the college,* and Mr. RJttenhoufe, the in- 
0^3 ventor 

• The Prefident is Dr. Ewing. I had the gratifi- 
cation of being prefent at a public exhibition at the 
college, at which the Congrefs, the Prefident and 
executive council of the ftate. General Wafliington, 
the French Minifter, and all the firangers of dillinc- 
tibn, ' &c. affifted. Some excellent declamations 
wcrfe made in Latin, and in Englifli, by the young 
men v^o were about to leave college, and obtain 
degrees ; 
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Ventor and maker of this macVine^. took 
the pains of explaining to me every parti- 
cular : 

degrees ; hy no means inferior to thofe I have heard 
at Oxford and Cambridge. Their compofitions in 
gtncral were elegant, and their eloctttion eafy, dig- 
nified aqd manly; but whatever w;ts the fubje^ 
the great caufc of liberty and their country 
never was loft fight of, nor their abhorrence 
of the tyranny of Britain. This language in 
Ae mouths bf fome of ihefe young men, who w»je 
the fons of /nrwr, illuftrated the remark Qf the 
(hrewd and fenfible autbar of CBmaoa Senfij that 
whilft the war was depending, the old prejudiced 
friends of Britain were dropping ofF, and the rifmg 
generation, in the eourfe of feven years, knew no- 
thing of that country but as an enemy, nor faw, 
or hpard of any thing but her cm«ltitE and dc- 
vaftation. To them the independence o( America 
appeared as much the natural and eftabliflied governt 
ment of the country, as .that of England does to an 
Englilbman. '* Time and Death, lays he, hard 
" enemies to contend with, fight conftantly againll 
" the interefts of Britain ; and the bills of mortality, 
" in every part of America are the thermometers of her 
" decline. The children in the ftreets are from their 
" cradle bred to confider her as their only foe. They 
*' hear of her cruelties : of their fathers, uncles, and 
" kindred killed ; they fee the remains of burnt and 
" deftroyed houfes, and the common tradition of 
" the fchool they go to, tells them ihofe thingi -were 
" doni by the Britijb.'* i 
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Gular : they feemed very happy that I knew 
Eoglifh, and aftronomy enough to uader- 
jland them; on which I muft ohferve^ 
that the latter article is more to the fhame of 
the Americans than to my praife ; the al- 
manack being almoft the only book of 
Aftronomy ftudied at Philadelphia. Mr, 
Rittenhoufe is of a German family, as his 
name announces j but he is a native of Phi- 
ladelphia, and a watch-maker by profeflion. 
He is a man of great fimplicity and modefty, 
and though not a mathematician of the clafs 
of the Eulers, and the D'Alemberts, knows 
enough of that fciehce to be perfediy ac- 
quainted with the motions of the heavenly 
bodies. As for his mechanical talents, it 
is unneceflary to affign a reafon for them; 
we know that of all others, they are lefs 
the refult of ftudy, and moft generally 
the gift of nature ; and it is a faft worthy 
of obfervation, that, notwithftanding the 
litde connexion to be perceived between 
that particular difpofition and the delicacy 
of our fenfes, or the perfe£i:ion of our 
org^s, men are more frequently born me- 
chanics, than painters and muficians. Edu- 
(^4 cation. 
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cation, nayv even the rigour of education, 
frequently makes great artifts in the two 
latter ; but there is no example of its making 
a mechanical genius. 

This morning feemed devoted to the 
fcienccs, and my walks were a fort of ency- 
clopedia, for, on quitting the univerfity 
library, I went to call upon a celebrated 
' anatomift, called Dr. Showell. The fol- 
lowing, in a few words, is his hiftory : he 
was born in England upwards of feventy 
years ago. After ftudying medicine and 
furgery there, he went to France to imr 
prove himfelf ijnder M. Winflow. In 
1734, he w^nt to the Weft Indies, where 
he fince prad:ifed medicine, fometimes at 
Barbadoes, fomedmes at Jamaica ; but is in- 
variably a man of application, and laborious. 
In the war of 1 744, a prize being brought 
into Barbadoes, with a great deal of wax on 
board, Mr. Showell took this opportunity 
to make different anatoniical experiments 
in wax, and he fucceeded fo well as to carry 
this art to the hJgheft degree of perfedion. ■ 
On feeing him, one can with difficulty con- 
ceive how fo much patience and perfeve- 
rance 
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ranee could cohfift with his natural vivacity; 
for it feems as if the fun of. the tropic had 
preferved in him all- the heat of youth ; he 
fpeaks : with firfe, and exprefles himfelf as 
well in French as if he were ftill in our 
fchools of furgery. In other refpefts, he 
is a perfeft original :■ his reigning tafte is 
difputation ; when the EngUlh were at 
Philadelphia he was a whig, and has be- 
come a tory fince they left it ; he is al- 
ways fighitig after Europe,, without re- 
folving to return, and declaiming conftant- 
ly againft the Americans, he ftill remains 
amongft them. His defign in coming to 
the continent, was to recover his health, 
fo as to enable him to crofs the feas : this 
was about the commencement of the war ; 
and, fince that time, he imagines he is not 
at libtfty to go, though no body prevents 
him. He was to me a greater curiofity 
than his anatomical preparations, which, 
however, appeared fuperior to thofe of Bo- 
logna, but inferior to the preparations of 
Mademoifelle Bieron ; the wax having al- 
ways a certain luftre which makes tfiem lefs 
like nature. 

At 
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At the end of this moming^s walk I wa« 
like a bee, fo laden with honey that he can 
hardly regain his hive. I returned to the 
Chevalier de k Luzerne's with my me* 
mory well ftored, and after taking food for 
the body as well as mind, I dedicated my 
evening to fociety. I was invited to drink 
tea at Colonel Bland's, that is to fay, to 
attend a fort cf affscibly pretty much like 
the cotruerfazzloni of Italy ; for tea here 
is the fubftitute for the rinfrefco. Mr. How- 
ley, Governor of Georgia, Mr. Izard, Mr. 
Arthur Lee^ (the two lail lately arrived from 
Europe) M. de la Fayette, M. de Noailles 
M. de Damas, &c. were of the Party. The 
fcene was decorated by feveral married and 
unmarried ladies, among whom, Mifs Ship- 
ferty daughter of Dr. Shippen, and cou- 
fm of Mrs. Arnold, claimed particular dif- 
tinftion. Thus we fee that in America the 
crimes of individual* are not reflected on 
their family ; not only had Dr. Shippen's 
brother ^v^ his daughter to the trdtor 
Arnold, a ihort time before his defertion, 
but it ■ is generally believed, that being 
himfelf a tory, ,he had infpired his daugh- 
ter 
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ter with the fame fentiments, and that the 
charms of this handfbme -woman contributed 
not -a little to haften to criminality a mind 
corrupted by avarice, before it felt the power 
of love.* 

On our return to the ChevaUer de la Lu- 
zerne's we affembled all the French and 
<>allo-American military, and laid our phm 
for a very agreeable jaunt we took next 
day. The 6th in the morning, M. de la 
Fayette, the Vicomte de Noailles, the Comte 
de Damas, the Chevalier du Plefljs Mau- 
duit, Meffieurs de Gimat and De Neville, 
Aides de Camp of M. de la Fayette, M. de 
Montefquieu, Mr. Lynch, and myfelf, fet 
out to vifit the field of battle of Brandywine^ 
thirty 

* Mrs. Arnold is fald to be very handrome ; but 
this I know, that her two fiflers are charming wo-^ 
men, and muft have been very dangerous compani-, 
ons for a wavering mind, in the leaft fufceptiblc of 
the moft powerful of all paflions. But an apology for 
Arnold, t>n ^is Aippofitlon, is too generous for a 
mind fo thoroughly bale ^nd unprincipled as his. 
With what delicacy could be beloved a woman by that 
mifcreant who made the myfteries Af the nuptial bed 
the fubjefl of his coarfc ribaldry to his compaaiiKis, 
the day after hie marriage ! Tkanslatok,. 
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thirty miles from Philadelphia. M. de la 
Fayette had not feen it, fince at the age 
of twenty, feparating from his wife, his 
friends, the pleafures of the world, and 
thofe of youth, at the diftance of three thou- 
fand miles, he there flxed the firft drop of 
blood he offered to glory, or rather to that 
noble caufe he has invariably fupported 
with the fame zeal, but with better for- 
tune. We pafTed the Schuylkill at the fame 
ferry where Mr. Du Coudray was drowned 
in 1777. We there difcovered the traces 
of fome entrenchments thrown up by the 
Englilh after they became mafters of Phi- 
ladelphia; then turning to the left, we rode 
on fourteen miles to the little town of 
Chefter. It is built at the juniilion of the 
creek of that name, with the Delaware, 
and is a fort of port where veffels coming 
up the river fometimes anchor. The houfes, 
to the number of forty or fifty, are hand- 
fome and built of ftone or brick.* On 
leaving Chefter, and on the road to Brandy- 
wine, we pafs the ftone bridge where M. 
de 

■ * Not fiir from this town, is found an aftontfll-- 
ing quantity of afitflai. TrahBI-ator. 
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de la Fayette, wounded as he was, flopped 
the fu^tives, and made the firft difpofitions 
for rallying them behind the creek. The 
country beyond it has nothing particular, 
but refemblcs the reft of Pennfylvania, 
that is to fay, is interfperfed with woods 
and cultivated lands. It was too late when 
we came within reach of the field of bat- 
tle, and as we<ould fee nothing till next 
morning, and were too numerous to re- 
main together, it was neceffary to feparate 
into two divifions. Meffieurs de Gim'at, De 
Mauduit, and my two Aides de Camp, ftmd 
with me at an inn, three miles on this fide 
Brandywine ; and M. de la Fayette, at- 
tended by the other travellers, went further 
on to afk for quarters at a Quaker's, called 
Benjamin Ring^ at whofe houfe. he lodged 
with General Walhington the night before 
the battle. I joined him early the next 
morning, and found him in great friendlhip 
with his hoft, who, Quaker as he was, 
feemed delighted to entertain the Marquis, 
We got on horfebacfc at nine, provided with 
a plan, executed under the dire£tion of Ge- 
neral Howe, and engraved in England ; but 
we 
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we got moreinformation from an American 
Major, with whom M. de la Fayette had 
appointed a place of meeting. This officet 
was prefent at the engagement, and l^ia hoi^fe 
being on the field of battle, he knew it better 
than any body. 

We muft recollca, that in 1777, the 
Englifli having in vain attempted to crofs 
the'Jerfeys to get to Philadelphia by land, 
were obliged to embark, and doubled the 
capes to reach the bay of Chefapeak, ' and 
the mouth of the river Elk. They arrived 
there the 25th of Auguft, after a paflage 
dreadful by fea, but fortunate in the bay, 
which ' they, remounted with much lefs 
difficulty than they expected. Whilft the 
fea, the winds, and three hundred veffela 
were aififting the manoeuvres of the enemy's 
army, Mr, Wafhington remained fome 
days at Middlebrook, in one of the moft 
embarraffing pofitions in which the General 
of an army can- be placed. To the north, 
the troops of Burgoyne, after taking Ticon- 
deroga, were advancing towards Albany ; 
to the fouth, an Englifli army of fifteea 
thoxxfand men were embarked, and might 
either 
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either proceed to Chefapeafc bay, as they 
did, penetrate by the Delaware, or go up 
Hudfon's river as far a$ Creft Point, to form 
a jutiilion with Burgoyne, and cut off the 
American army, which from that moment 
would have been for ever feparated from 
the eaftem and northern ftates. Of all 
the chances, this was certainly the imft to 
be dreaded; accordingly General Wafhingtoa 
did not abandon his pofition at Middle- 
brook, till he received certain intelligence 
that the enemy had doubled Cape JW^y. 
Let us figure to ourfelves the fituation in 
which a General muft find himfglf, when 
obliged to comprehend in his plan of de- 
fence, an immenfe country, and a vaft ex- 
tent of coaft, he is at a lofs to know, within 
one hundred and fifty miles, where the 
enemy is likely to appear; and having no 
longer any intelligence of them, either by 
patroles, or detachments, or even by cou- 
riers, is reduced to the neceflity of ob- 
ferving the compafs, and of confulting the 
winds, before he can form any refolution. 
As foon as the movement of the enemy 
was decided^ General Walhington loft no 
time 
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time in marching his army ; I fhould rather 
lay his foldiers, for a number of foldiers, 
however cqnfiderable, does not always form 
an army. His was compofed of at moft 
12,000 men. It was at the head of thefe 
troops, the greateft part of them new levies, 
that he traverfed in filence the city of 
Philadelphia, whilft the Congrefs were 
giving him orders to fight, yet removing 
their archives and public papers into the 
interior parts. of the country; a fmifter pre- 
iage of the fuccefs which muft follow their 
council. 

The army pafied the Schuylkill, and 
occupied a firft camp near Wilmington^ on 
the banks of the Delaware. This "pofition 
had a double objed, for the fhips of war, 
after convoying General Howe to the river 
Elic, had fallen down the hay of the 
Chefapeak, remounted the Delaware, and 
feconded by fome troops landed frojn the 
fieet, appeared inclined to force the paf- 
fages of that river. General Waihington, 
however, foon perceived that the pofition 
he had taken became every day more dan- 
gerous. The Englifli, having finilhed their 
debarkation, 
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lifeWtationj were ready to advance into the 
country ; his flank was expoi'ed, and he 
left uncovered, at once, Philadelphia and 
the whole county of Lancafter. It was 
determined therefore that the army fhould 
repafs the Creek of Brandywine, and en- 
camp on the left bank of that river. The 
pofition made choice of, was certainly 
the beft that could be taken to difpute the 
paffage. The left was very good, and fup- 
portcd by thick woods extending as far as 
the junction of the creek with the Dela- 
ware. As it approaches its conflux, this 
creek becomes more and more embanked, 
and difficult to ford : the heights are equal 
on the two banks; but for this reafon the 
advantage was in favour of him who de- 
fended the paffage. A battery of cannon 
with a good parapet, was pointed towards 
Chaddsfordy and ' every thing appeared in 
lafety on that fide ; but to the right the 
ground was fo covered, that it was im- 
poffible to judge of the motions of the 
enemy, and to keep in a line with them, 
in cafe they fhould attempt, as they did, 
to detach a corps by their left, to pafs 
the river higher up. The only precaution 
Vol. I. R that 
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that could be taken was to place jhe of 
fix brigades* in fteps from each other, to 
watch that manoeuvre. General Sullivan 
had the command of them ; he received 
orders to keep in a line with the enemy, 
fhould they march by their left ; arid on the 
fuppofition that they would unite their forces 
on the fide of Chaddsford, he was himfelf 
^to pafs the river, and make a powerful 
diverfion on their flank. 

When a general has forefeen every thing, 
when he has made the heft poffible difpofi- 
tions, and his activity, his judgment, and 
his courage in the aftion correfpond with the 
wifdom of his meafures, has he not already 
triumphed in the eyes of every im- 
partial judge ? and if by any unforefeen 
accidents, the laurels he has merited drop 
from his hands, is it not the hiftorian's duty 
carefully to colletS:, and replace them on his 
brow ? Let us hope that hiftory will acquit 
herfelf of this duty better than us, and let 
us fee how fuch wife difpofitions were dif- 
concerted by the miftakes of fome officers, 
and the inexperience of the troops. 

The 

• General Howe calls them 10,000 men. 

Translator. 
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The I ith of September, General Howe 
occupied the heights on the right of the 
creek ; he there formed part of his troops 
in line of battle, and prepared fome bat- 
teries oppofite Chaddsford, whilft his light 
troops- were attacking and driving before 
them a corps of riflemen, who had pafled 
over to the right bank more clofely to 
obferve his motions. General Wafhington 
feeing the cannonade continue, without 
any difpofitlon of the enemy to pafs the 
river, concluded they had another objedt. 
He was informed th*t a great part of their 
army had marched higher up the creek, 
and were threatening his right j he felt 
the importance of keeping an attentive eye 
on all the movements of this corps ; bjit 
the country was fo covered with thickets, 
that the patrolcs could difcover nothing. 
It muft be obferved that General Wafli- 
ington had a very fmall number of horfe, 
and thofe he had fent to the right, towards 
Dilwirthf to make difcoveries on that fide. 
He ordered an officer of whom he had a , 
good opinion, to pafs the river, and inform 
himfelf accurately of the route Lord Corn- 
R 2 wallis 
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wallU was taking ; for it was he who Com- 
manded this ieparate corps. The officer re- 
turned, and aflured him that Cornwallis was 
marching by his right to join Knyphaufen, 
on the fide of Chaddsford. According to 
this report, the attack feemed to be deter- 
mined on the left. Another officer was then 
fent, who reported that Cornwallis had 
changed his dire<ilion,and that he was rapidly- 
advancing by the road leading to "Jefferies 
Ford, two miles higher thati Birmingham 
Church, General Sullivan was immediately 
ordered to march thither with all the troops 
of the right. Unfortunately the roads were 
badly reconnoitred, and not at all open: 
with great difficulty General Sullivan got 
through the woods, and when he came out 
of them to gain a fmall eminence near 
Birmingham Church, he found the Engll/b 
columns mounting if on the oppo/ite feie. It 
was no eafy matter to range into order of 
battle fuch troops as his ; he had neither 
the time to choofe his pofitipn, nor to form 
his line. The Englifli gained the emi- 
nence^ drove the Americans back on the 
woods, to the edge of which they pur- 
3 fued, 
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fucd them, and they were totally diC- 
perfed.* 

During the fhort time this aftlon lafted. 
Lord StirUng and General Coff^ay had 
time to form their brigade on pretty advan-) 
tageous ground: it was a gentle rifing, 
partly covered by the woods which bounded 
it ; their left was protedled by the fame 
woods, and on the right of this riling 
ground, but a little in the rear, was tlie 
Virginia line, who were ranged in line of 
battle, on a high fpot of ground, and on the 
edge of an open wood. The left column of 
the enemy, who had not been engaged 
with Sullivan, formed rapidly, and marched 
againft thefe troops with as much order 
as vivacity and courage. The Americans 
made a very fmart fire, which did not 
check the Engliih, and it was pot till the 
R 3 lattef 

* General Howe's account fays, " General Wafh- 
" ington detached General SuUivan to his right with 
** 10,000 men, who toei ajirting pajitim on the com- 
" manding ground above Birmingham Church i" and 
then relates the manccuvres to'dijkdge them. There is 
» material difference in thefe accounts. 

Translatok. 
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latter were within twenty yards of them, 
that they gave way, and threw themfelves 
into the woods. Lord Stirling, M. de la 
Fayette, and General Sullivan himfelf, 
afttr the defeat of his divifion fought with 
this body of troops, whofe poft was the 
moft important, and made the longeft re- 
fiftance. It was here that M. de la Fayette 
was wounded in his left leg, in rallying the 
troops who were beginning to ftagger. On 
the right, the Virginia line made fome 
refiftance ; but the Englifh . had gained a 
height, from whence iheir artillery toofc 
them en echarpe : this fire muil have been 

■ very fevere, for moft of the trees bear the 
mark of bullets or cdnnon fhot. The Vir- 
ginians in their turn gave way, and the right 
was then entirely uncovered. 

Though this was three miles from 
Chaddsford, General Knyphaufen heard 
the firing of the artillery, and mufquetry, 
and judging that the affair was ferious, 
the confidence he had in the EngUHi and 
HelTian troops, made him conclude they 
were victorious. Towards five in the 
evening, he defcended from the heights in 
two 
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two coliimns,* one at JohifB Ford, which 
turned the battery of the Americans, and 
the other lower down at Chaddsford. The 
latter marched ftraght to the battery and 
took it. General Wayne, whofe brigade 
was in line of battle, the left on an emi- 
nence, and the right drawing towards the 
battery,' then made that right fall back, 
and ftrengthened the heights, thus forming 
a fort of change of front. In a country 
where there are neither open columns, nor 
fucceiEve pofitions to take, in cafe of acci- 
dent, it is difficult to make any difpofition 
for retreat. The different^ corps who had 
been beaten, all precipitated themfelves 
into the Chefter Road, where they formed 
but one column; artillery, baggage, and 
troops being coniufedly mixed together. 
At the beginning of the night General Waih- 
ington atfo took this road, and the £ng- 
R4 Ufli, 

• Several perfons, amongft oilers fome Englilh offi- 
cers who were prilbners, whom I have queftioned, aflured 
me that ICnyj^aufen's corps pafled the river only in one 
column at Chaddsford; and then feparated into two, 
one of which turned the battery, and liie other attacked 
it in front. 



D,q,i,i.:dbv_GoogIe 



248 TRAVELSIN 

lilh, content with their vidlory, did not 

difturb their retreat. 

Such is the idea I have formed of the 
battle of Brandywine, from what I have 
heard from General Walhington himfelf, 
from M. de la Fayette, Meffieurs de Gimat, 
and de Mauduit, and from the Generals 
Wayne and Sullivan. I muft obferve, how- 
ever, that there is a difagreeraent in fome 
particulars ; feveral perfons, for example, 
pretend that Knyphaufen, after paffing the 
river, continued his march in one column 
to the battery, and it is thus marked in 
the Englifli plan, which gives a falfe 
direction to that column ; befides that 
General Walhington and General Wayne 
affured me there were two, and that the 
left column turned the battery, which 
otherwife would not have been carried.* 
It is equally difficult to trace out on the 
plan, all the ground on which Cornwallis 
fought. The relations on both fides throw 
hardly 

* I|owe's account fays, there were two divifions, one 
ynder Grant, the other under Knyphaufen ; the fourth 
and fifth regiments turned thebattery. Translator. 
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hardly any light- upon it : I was obliged 
therefore to draw my conclufions from the 
different narratives, and to follow none of 
them implicitly. 

Whilft we were examining the field of 
battle with the greateft minutenefs, our 
fervants went on to Chefter to prepare 
dinner and apartments, but we foon fol- 
lowed them, and got there at four o'clock. 
The road did not appear long to me ; for 
chance having feparated M. de la Fayette, 
M. de Noailles, and myfelf from the reft 
of the company, we entered into a very 
agreeable converfation, which continued 
till we got to Chefter. I could not help 
obfcrving to them that after talking of 
nothing but war for three hours, we had 
fuddenly changed the fubje£t, and got on 
that of Paris, and all forts of difcuffions 
relative to ■ our private focieties. I'his 
tranfition was truly French, but it does not 
prove that we are lefs fond of war, than 
other nations, only that we like our 
friends better. We were fcarcely arrived 
at Chefter, before we faw fome ftate barges 
or boats coming down the river, which 
the 
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the Prefident had fent to conduct us back 
to Philadelphia, it being our plan to re- 
mount the Delaware next day, in order to 
examine the Fort of Redbank^ and Fort 
Miffiin, as well as the other ports which 
had ferved for the defence of the river. 
An officer of the American nary who was 
come with thefe barges, to condufl; us, 
informed us that two veffels were arrived 
at Philadelphia in thirty-five days from 
L*Orient. The hopes of receiving letters,^ 
or news from Europe, almoft tempted us 
to relinquifli our projects, and fet out im- 
mediately for Philadelphia ; but as the 
weather was fine, and we fliould have the 
tide in our favour next day, which ren- 
dered our voyage more eafy, we determined 
to remain at Chefter, and M. de la Fayette 
fent off a man and a horfe to Philadelphia, 
to bring back newj, and letters, if there 
were any. This courier returtied before 
nine ; and only brought us a line from 
the Chevalier de la Luzerne, by which we 
learnt that thefe fhips had no letters ; but 
that the captains affured him, that Mon- 
4 fieur 
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fieur de Caftries was made minifter of the 
marine. 

Whilft the courier was going and com- 
ing, we had got to the inn, where dinner 
and lodgings were prepared.* The exte- 
rior of this houfe is not very tempting, and 
feveral of the company were preparing to 
look out elfewhere, but after a minute exa- 
mination, we found room enough for a 
dozen mafters, as many fervants^ and nine- 
teen horfes. In addition to our company 
we had the Major who met us on the field 
of battle of Brandywine, and the officer 
who had brought us the barges. We had 
an excellent dinner, and very good vfHe. 
The tea, which followed pretty clofe on 
dinner, fucceeded as well ; fo that all , 
my fellow travellers were in the bcft 
humour, and fo gay as never to ceafe laugh- 
ing, finging, and dancing during the whole 
evening, The people of the houfe, who faw 
nothing in this company but two General 
officers, one French, the other American, 



* Mrs. Witbfa inn at Chefter is ewie of the beft 
t>n the Continent, and a favouiite houle for parties 
of pleafure from PbUad^phis. Translator. 
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accompanied by their families^ and not a 
fociety of friends joyous to meet together 
in another hemifphere, could not conceive 
how it was poflible to be fo gay without 
being drunk, and looked upon us as people 
defcended from the moon. This evening, 
which was lengthened to eleven o'clock, 
terminated well, for we had excellent beds, 
fuch as one might expedt to find in a well- 
furniihed country houfe. We rofe at fix 
in the morning, and aflembled in the dining- 
room, where a good breakfaft was prepared 
for us by candle light. At feven we em- 
barked, and crofling the Delaware, ob- 
liquely a little higher up, we landed at 
Billingfpori. This is a fort conftrufted 
in 1776, to fupport the left of the firft 
barrier of the chevaux de frife,- deftined 
to block the paflage of the river. This 
poft was of no ufe, for the fortifications 
having been commenced on too extenfive 
a plan for the number of troops which 
could be'fpared, it was thought proper to 
abandon it. They have fince been reduced, 
which is the better, as they are now re- 
moved from fome points which commanded 
the 
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the fort. The ' prefent fituation of affairs 
not drawing the attention of Government 
to this quarter, the fortifications are rather 
negle«Sed. All the battery there was, con- 
fifted of one pretty good brafs mortar, and 
five eighteen pounders (EngUfti twenty- 
fours), which Major Arm/irong^ who com- 
mands on the river, and came to receive 
me, fired on my arrival. When America 
has more money, and leifure, fhe will do 
well not to negle£t this poA, as well as all 
thofe for the defence of the river. For 
this war once terminated, Ihe will fee no 
more European armies on the Continent, 
and all {he can have to fear from England, 
in cafe of a rupture with her, will be a few 
maritime expeditions, the fole obje£t of 
which can be to deftroy ftiipping, to ra- 
vage the country, and even to burn the 
towns within reach of the fea. Unfor- 
tunately BUlingfport belongs to the ftate 
of Jerfey, which can reap no advantage 
from it ; and that of Pennfylvania, whofe 
fafety it would conftitute, has no other 
means to employ towards fortifying it than 
its own requeft, and the recommendations 

of 
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of Congrefs, which are not always attended 
to. However this may be, Philadelphia 
■ toc^ other precautions for her defence, 
which depended only on the ftate of Penn- 
fylvania, and to this advantage is united 
that of an excellent pofition, .which will 
foon be made impregnable ; I mean Fwt 
Mifflin, whither we went on leaving Bil- 
iingfport, ftill afcending the river. The 
ifle on which it is built, and that called 
Mud IJlandt fupport the right of a fecond 
barrier of chevaux de frife, the left of 
which is defended by the Fort of Red 
Bank ; * but it muft be obferved that the 
barrier only blocked the main channel of 
the river, the only paffage by which it 
was thought that veffels could pafs. f 
Near 

* This fort, too, is liable to the fame difficulties with 
Billingfport, being on the Jerfey fide. 

Translator. 
■(■ The perfon principally employed in finking the 
chevaux de frife, and in fecuring the paflage of the 
river, was one White^ who is fuppoled to have left 
this channel o^a defignedly, as he afterwards turned 
out a decided traitor, went over to the enemy, and 
diftingui(hed himfclf by every aA of hoftile virulntce 
ag>un£t Jiis country. 

Translator. 
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Near the right bank is Hog Jftcmd, about 
two miles long, the furface of which, like 
that of moft of the iflands in the Delaware, 
is fo low, that at high water, nothing is 
to be feen but the tops of the reeds mth 
which it is covered. Between this ifland, 
and the m^n land, a fmall paflage remained 
open, but the Americans were perfuaded 
that there was not water enough for any 
ihip with guns to pafs it. At the extre^ 
mity of this channel, and in remounting 
it, we leave on the left a marfhy ground, 
fo furrounded by creeks, and inlets, as to 
form a real ifland, called Province IjlanJ.* 
This poft was in the poffeflion of the 
■enemy; who eftabliflied batteries there, 
which incommoded thofe of Fort Mifflin, 
but not fufficiently to make the Americans 
abandon it. 

The Englifli army were at that time in 
a fmgular fituation : they had purchafed 
and maintained poffeffion of Philadelphia 

at 

* This is one of the richeft Ipots of land in 
America, and being part of the proprietary eftate, 
was parcelled oul^ and fold b lots hy the Aflembly of 
the State. • 
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at the price of two bloody battles ; bia 
they were ftill fliut up between the Schuyl- 
kill and the Delaware, having in their 
front Wafhington's army, which kept them 
in awe, and behind them feveral forte 
occupied by the Americans, which ihut 
the paflage of the Delaware. A large city, 
however, and a whole army, muft have fub- 
fiftence ; it became neceffary therefore to 
open the communication by fea, and to 
fecure the navigation of the river. When 
one recollects the innumerable obflacles the 
Englifli had to furmount in the prefent 
■war, it is difficult to affign the caufe of 
their fuccelTes ; but if we turn our eyes oil 
all the unforefeen events which have de- 
ceived the expe^ation of the Americans, 
and fruftrated their beft concerted meafures, 
one cannot but be perfuaded that they were 
devoted to deftruftion, and that the alliance 
with France alone proved the means of 
their prefervation. In this voyage, in par- 
ticular, I faw frefli proofs of it every in- 
ftant. When the place was pointed out 
to me where the Augujia, of fixty-four 
gtins, took fire, and blew up in attempting 
• to 
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to force the chevaux de frife, and fur- 
ther on, the remains of the Merlitty of two 
and twenty, which ran aihore in the fame 
aftion, and was. burnt by the Englilh them'- 
felves, whilft the Heffians were vainly 
facrlficing five ' or fix hundred men before 
the Fort of Redbapk, I figured to myfelf 
the Englifh army ftarved in Philadelphia, 
retreating with difgrace and difficulty 
through the Jerfeys, and my imagination 
already enjoyed the triumph of America.- ■'■ 
But of a fudden the fcene changed, and I 
faw nothing but the fatality which col- 
lefted towards the channel of Hog Ifland 
the waters long confined by the chevaux 
de frife, and recollefted with pain, that 
on the 15th of November, three we^ks 
after the frultlefs attempts I have men- 
tioned, the Englilh fucceeded in paffing 
over the bar of this channel, the P^gilant^ 
and another fmall ihlp of war ; that they 
thus got up the river, and turned Fort 
Mifflin, the batteries of which they took 
from behind, and left the Americans no 
other refource but to abandon the defence 
of the chevaux de frife in all parts, and 
Vol. I S mafie 
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make a precipitate retreat by the 1^ {hore 
of the Deldwate. 

Taught by fad experience, the Americans 
hare provided ih future agMnil; the mif- 
fortunes which coft them fo dear. I faw 
them with pleafure extending the fortifica- 
tions of Miffling's Ifiand, fo as to enclofe the 
fort oh every fide, which will be furrouhded 
alfo by the Delaware in place of a ditch; and 
as the garrifon will have a fafe afylum in 
fouterrains, bomb-proof, this fort may 
henceforth be deemed impregnable. The 
plan of thefe works was given by M. du 
Portal ; Major Armftrong fhewed me them 
upon the fpot, and I found them correfpond 
perfe£lly with the juft reputation of their 
author. 

We now had to vifit Redbank ; for 
which purpofe we had again to crofs the 
Delaware, which in this place is a mile 
wide. The gentleman, who was to do the 

' honoiUr there, was impatient to arrive. We 
had amufed ourfelves by telling him that 
the morning being far fpent, and the tide 

, about to turn, we fhould be obliged to 
omit , Redbank, and return dire<^ly to 
• 4 Philadelphia. 
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Philadelphia. This conduftor, whom we 
diverted ourfelves in tonnenting, wae M. 
du Pleflis Mauduit, who in the doubJe 
capacity of engineer, and officer of artil- 
lery, had the charge of arranging and de- 
fending this poA, under the orders of 
Colonel Grem. On landing from our 
boat, he propofed conducing us to a Qua- 
ker's, whofe houfe is half a mufquet 
(hot from the fort, or rather the ruins 
of the fort ; for it is now deftroyed, and 
there are fcarcely any reliefs of it remain- 
ing. " This man, faid M. de Mauduit, 
is a little of a toryj I was obliged to 
knock down his barn, and fell his fruit 
trees ; but he will be glad to fee M. de la 
Fayette, and will receive us well." We 
took him at his wrard, but never was ex- 
pedation more completely deceived. We 
found our Quaker feated in the chimney 
comer, bufied in cleaning herbs: he re- 
coUefied M. de Mauduit, who named M. * 
de la Fayett^, and me, to him ; but he did 
npt deign to lift his eyes, nor to anfwer 
any of our introducer's difcourfe, which 
at firft was complimentary, and at length 
S 2 jCK^fe. 
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jocofe. Except DUo^s filence, I know 
nothing more fevere ; but we had no dif- 
ficulty in accommodating ourfelves to this 
bad reception, and made our way to the 
fort. We had not gone a hundred yards 
before we came to a fmall elevation, on 
which a ftone was vertically placed, with 
this ftiort epitaph : Here lies buried Colonel 
Donop. M, de Maudiiit could not refrain 
froni eJcprefling his regret for this brave 
man, who died in his arms two days after 
the aitiori ; he affured us that we could 
riot make a ftep without treading on the 
remains of fome Heffian ; for near" three 
hundred were buried in the frorit'of the 
ditch. 

The Fort of Redbank Was defigned, as 
I have faid above, to fiipport the left of 
the chevaux de frife. The bank of the 
Delaware at this place is fteep ; but eveii 
, this fteephefs allowed the enemy to ap- 
proach the fort, under cover and without 
being expofed to the fire of the batteries. 
To remedy ' this inconvenience, feveral 
^allies armed with cannon, and deftined to 
defend the chevaux de frife, were' ported 
• the 
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the whole length of the efcarperhent, and 
took it in reverfe. The Americans, little 
pra^ifed in the art of fortifications, and al- 
ways difpofed to take works beyond thdr 
ftreitgth, had made thofe of Redbank too 
extenfive. When M. de Mauduit obtained 
permiflion to be fent thither with Colonel 
Green, he immediately fel about reducing 
the fortifications, by interfering them from 
eaft to weft, which transformed them into 
a fort -of large redoubt nearly of a pen- 
tagonal form. A good earthen rampart 
raifed to the height of the cordon, a fofle, 
and an abattis . in front of the fofle, con- 
ftituted the whole ftrength of this poft, 
in which were placed three hundred men^ 
and fourteen pieces of cannon. The 2 2d 
of O^ober, in the morning, they received 
intelligence that a detachment of two thou- 
iand five hundred Heflians were advancing; 
who were foon after perceived on the edge 
of a wood to the north of Redbank^ nearly 
within cannot Ihot. Preparations were 
S 3 making 

• General Howe calls them ahsut 800 men. 

. Translator. 
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making for the defence, when a Hefliaa 
officer advanced, preceded by a drum ; he 
was fuffcred to approach, but his harangue 
was fo infolent that it only ferved to irritate 
thi gairifon, and infpire them with more 
Tefolution. ** The King of^ England^ faid 
** he, orders his rehellioui fuljeSli to lay dwwn 
" their arms^ and they are warnedy that if 
" they Jiand the battk^ no quarters whatever 
** 'wiil be given" The anfwer was, that 
they accepted the challenge, and that there 
ftiould be no quarter on either fide. At four 
t)' crock in the afternoon, the Heffians made 
a very brift fire from a battery of cannon, and 
foon after they opened, and marched to the 
firft entrenchment, from which, finding 
It abandoned, but not daftroyed, they 
ifnagined they had driven the Americans. 
They then ihouted viSoria, waved their hats 
in th^air, and advanced towards the redoubt. 
The fame drummer, who a few hours 
before had come to frnnmon the garrifon, 
and had appeared as infolent as his officer, 
was at their head beating the march j both 
he and that officer were knocked on the 
Iwad by die firft fire. The Heffians, how- 
ever. 
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ever, ftill kept advancing within the firft 
entrenchment, leaving the river on their 
nght: they ha4 already reached the abatti?, 
and were endeavouring to tear up, or cut 
away the branches, when they were ov«r- 
whelmed with a flipwer of mufquet Hiot, 
which took them in front, and in flank; 
for as chance would have it, a part: of the 
courtine trf the did entrenchment, which 
had not been deftroyed, formed a proje^on 
at this very part ^f the interfedion. M. de 
Mauduit had contrived to form it into a 
fort olcaponiere,^ {01 trench -with loop-holea) 
into which he threw fome men, who flank- 
ad the enemy's left, and fired on them at 
clofe ihot Officers were fcen every moment, 
rall^g their nven, roarcbj.ng b&dc to the 
i^jat^s, and f*Uing smidA the br^^icljeg they 
were endeavoi^riog t9 cut. Colonel Donop 
W9S particularly di^ipguinied by the ,i^ar^ 
of the order he wore, by his handfpnje 
figure, and by bU co}U'age ; V wa$ al£b feen 
to fall like the reft. Tfae Heffians, repulfed 
by the fire of the redoubt, attempted to 
■ fecure themjfelves from it by attacking on 
the fide of the «fcarpement, but the fire 
, S 4 ^om 
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from the gallies fent them back with a great 
iofs of men. At length they relin- 
quiftied the attack, and regjuned the wood 
in diforder. 

Whilft this was paffing on the ' north 
fide, another column made an attack on 
the fouth, and, more fortunate than the 
other, paffed the abattis, traverfed the 
fofle, and mounted the berm ; but they 
were flopped by the fr^fes, and M. de 
Mauduit running to this poft as foon as he 
faw the firft aflailants give way, the others 
were obliged to follow their example. 
They ftill did not dare however to ftir out 
of the fort, Tearing a furprife ; but M. 
de Mauduit wiffiing to replace feme pali- 
fades which had been torn up ; he fallied 
out with a few men, and was furprifed to 
find about twenty Heffians ftanding on the 
berm, and ftuck up againft the fhelving 
of the parapet. Thefe foldiers, who had 
been bold enough to advance thus far, fen- 
hble that there was more rifque in return- 
ing, and not thinking proper to expofe 
themfelyes, were taken and brought into 
the fort. M. de Mauduit, after fixing 

• I - the 
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the palifades, employed himfelf in repairing 
the abaltis ; he again fallied out with a 
detachment, and it was then he beheld " 
the deplorable fpeftacle of the dead, and 
dying, heaped one upon another. A voice 
■ arofe from amidft thefe carcafes, and faid in 
Englifh ; whoever you are, draw me hence. 
It was the voice of' Colonel Donop: M. 
de Maiiduit made the foldiers lift him up, 
and carry him into the fort, where he was 
foon known. He had his hip broken ; but 
■whether they did not confider his wound 
as mortal, or that they were heated by 
the battle, and ftill irritated at the menaces 
thrown out agalnft them a few hours before, 
the Americans could not help faying, 
aloud : IVell ! is it determined to give no 
quarter? I am in your hands^ replied the 
Colonel, you may revenge your/elves, M. de 
Mauduit, had no difficulty in impofing 
filence, and employed himfelf only in 
taking care of the wounded officer. The 
latter, perceiving he fpoke bad EngUfli, faid 
to him : you appear to me a foreigner. Sir, 
■who are you ? — A French officer, replied the 
other. — Jefuis content, faid Donop, making 
•jufe 
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ufe of our language, je meurs entre Us fMtns 
de Phonnew meme. I am content j I die ia 
the hands of honour itfelf. The next day 
he was removed to the Quaker's Tioufe, 
where he lived three days, during which 
he converfed frequently with M.de Mauduit. 
He told him that he had been long in friend- 
ihip with M, de S»mt-Germain, that he 
wifhed in dying to recommend to him his 
vanquiftier, and benefa;Aor. He aiked for 
paper, and wrote a letter, which he deli- 
vered to M. de Mauduit, requiring of him, 
as the laft favour, to acquaint htm when 
he was about to die : the latter was foon 
under the neceffity of acquitting himfelf of 
this fad duty: it h fimfblng a.Twble career 
farJy^ faid the Colonel ; but I die the viSlinf 
sf my ambition^ and of the avarice of my 
^ereign. Fifteen wounded officers were 
found, like him, upwi the fieljd of battle ; 
M- de Mauduit had the fatisfaclion to con- 
duft them himfelf to Philadelphia, where 
he was very well received by Generd Howe. 
jBy fmgular accident, it happened that the 
Eng^iili that very day receive indire<5 in- 
teU^ence of the capitulation of Burgoyne, 

of 
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-of which he knew more than they. They 
pretended to ^ve no credit to it : you^ wko 
are .a Frenchman, faid ihtj^ /peak freely , do 
you think it pqffihle? I hww, replied he, 
t&ai the faSl k Jo ; explain it as you think 
proper. 

Perhaps I have dwelt too lor^ on this 
event ; hut I ihall not have to apc^ogize to 
thofe who will partake of the pleafing 
fatisfa^on I experience, in fixing my eyes 
upon the triumphs of America, ~ and in 
difcovering my countrymen amongft thofe 
who have reaped her laurels. At prefent 
I haftea my return to Philadelphia, where, 
on my arrival, I had only time to drefs 
myfelf to attend the Cheyalier de la Luzerne, 
and the companions of my journey, to din- 
ner at Mr. Huntington's, the Prefident of 
Congreis. Mrs. Huntington, a good look- 
ing, lufly woman, but not young, did the 
honours of the table, that is to fay, helped 
every body without faying a word. I did 
hot remain long aft^r dinner, having a 
little fnug rendezvous, which I was not 
inclined to mifs. The reader toII think 
it time for me to throw fonte variety into 
this 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



268 TRAVELSIN 

this journal ; but I am obliged to confefa 
that this rendezvous was with Mr. Samuel 
Adams. We had promifed ourfelves at 
our laft interview to fet an evening apart 
for a tranquil tete-a-tfete, and this was the 
day appointed. Our converfation com- 
menced with a topic of which he might have 
Ipared himfelf the difcuflion ; the juftice of 
the caufe he was engaged in. I am clearly 
of opinion that the parliament of England 
had no right to tax America without her 
confent, but I am more clearly convinced 
that when a whole people fay ive "willbefree^ 
it is difficult to demonftratc they are in the 
wrong. Be that as it may, Mr. Adams veiy 
fatisfatflorily proved to me, that New Eng- 
land, comprehending the ftates of Mafla- 
chuffets, New Hampfhire, Connefticut, and 
Rhode Ifland, were not peopled with any 
view to commerce and aggrandifement, but 
wholly by individuals who fled from perfe- 
cution, and fought an afylum at the extre- 
mity of the world, where they might be 
free to live, and follow their opinions ; that 
it was of their own accord, that thofe new 
colonifts put themfelves under the pro- 
te^ion 
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teSion of England ; that the mutual rela- 
tionfhip, fpringing from this connexion, 
was expreifed in their charters, and that the 
right of impofmg, or exa£ling a revenue of 
any kind was not comprized in them. 

From this fubjeft we paffed to a more in- 
terefting one; the form of government which 
fiiould be given to each ftate. ; for it is only 
on account of the future, that it is neceflary 
to take a retrofped of the paft. The revolu- 
tion has taken place, and the republic is 
beginning ; it is an infant newly bom, the 
queftion is how to nourifli, and rear it to 
maturity. I exprefled to Mr. Adams feme 
anxiety for the foundations on which the 
(lew conftitutions are formed, and particu- 
larly that of Maflachuflets. Every citizen, 
faid I, every man who pays taxes, has a^ 
right to vote in the eleftion of reprefenta- 
tives, who form the legiflative body, and 
who may be called the fovereign power. 
AU this is very well for the prefent moment, 
becaufe every citizen is pretty equally at his 
eafe, or may be fo in a fhorttime j but the 
fuccel's of commerce, and even of agricul- 
ture, will introduce riches amongft you, and 
riches 
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riches will produce inequality of fortunes, 
and of property. Now, wherever this in- 
quality exifts, the real force will invariably 
be on the fide of property ; fo that if the in- 
fluence in, government be not proportioned 
to that property, there will always be a con- 
trariety, a combat between the form of go- 
vernment, and its natural tendency, the right 
will be on one fide, and the power on the 
other J the balance then only can exift be- 
tween the two equally dangerous extremes, 
of ariftocracy and anarchy. Befides, the ideal 
worth of men mull ever be comparative ; 
an individual without property is a difcon- 
tented citizen, when the ftate is poor ; 
place a rich man near him, he dwindles 
into a clown. What will refult then, one 
- day, from veiling the right of eleflion in 
diis clafs of citizens ? The fource of civil 
broils, or corruption, perhaps both at the 
fame time. The following was pretty nearly 
die anfwer of Mr. Adams. I am very 
feifible of the force o£ your objections ; we 
are not what we fliould be, we fhould la- 
bour rather for the fiiture, than for the pre- 
fent moment. I build a country houfe, and 
have 
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have in&nt children ; I ought doubtlefs to 
c(Hiftru£i their apartmenta with an eye to th6 
time in vrhich they fliall be grown up and 
married : but we have not negleded this pre- 
caution. In the firft place, I mufl: inform 
you, that thii new conftitution was propofcd 
and agreed to in the moft legitimate manner 
of which there is any example fmce the days 
of Lycurgus. A committee chofen from the 
members of the legiflative body, then ex- 
ifting, and which might be confidered as a 
provifional government, was named to pre- 
pare a new code of laws. As foon as it was • 
prepared, each county or diftrift was re- 
quired to natne a committee to examine this 
plan : it was recommended to them to fend 
it back at the expiration of a certain time, 
with their obfervations. Thefe obferva- 
tions having been difcuflcd by the com- 
mittee, and the necefTaiy alterations made, 
-the plan was fent back to each particular 
committee. When they bad all approved 
it, they recdved orders to communicate it 
td the people at large, and to demand their 
fiifirages. If two-thirds of the voters ap- 
proved it, it was to have the force of law, 
and 
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and be regarded as the work of the ^cop\e 
themfelves ; of two and twenty thoufand 
fuf&ages, a much greater proportion than 
two-thirds was in favour of the new con- 
ftitution. Now thele were the principles 
on which it was eftabliflied : a ftate is never 
free but when each citizen is bound by 
no law whatever that he has not approved 
o^ either by himfelf, or by his reprefenta- 
tives ; but to reprefent another man, it is 
neceflary to have been elected by him ; every 
citizen therefore fhould have a part in elec- 
tions. On the other hand, it would be in 
vain for the people to poflefs the right of 
elefting reprefentatives, were they reftrain- 
ed in the choice of them to a particular 
clafs; it is neceffary therefore not to re- 
quire too much property as a qualification 
for the repre/eniathe of the people. Accord- 
ingly the houfe of reprefentatives, which 
form the legiflative body, and the true 
Jbvercigfi, are the people themfelves repre- 
fented by their delegates. Thus far ' the 
government is purely democratical ; but it ia 
the permanent and enlightened will of the 
people which fhould conftitute law, and 
not 
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ti6l the pE^Iions and fallies to which they 
are too fubjeft. It is neceffary to moderate 
their firft emotions, and bring them to the 
teft of inquify and refledion. This is the 
important bufmefs entrufted with the Go- 
vernor and Senate, Who reprefent with us 
the negative power, veiled iii England in 
the upper-^houfcj and even in the crown, 
with this difference only, that in our new 
conftitution the fenate has a right to reject 
a law, and the governor to fufpend the pro- 
mulgation, and return it for a reconfidera- 
tion ; but thefe forms complied with, if, 
after this frefli examination, the people per- 
fift in their refolution, and there is then, 
not as before, a mere majority, but two- 
thirds of the fufiirages in favour of the law, 
the governor and fenate are compelled to 
^ve it their fandlion. Thus this power 
moderates, without deftroying the authority 
of the people, and fuch is the organiza- 
tion of our republic, as to ptevent the fprings 
from breaking by too rapid a movement, 
without ever ftopping them entirely. Now,it 
is here we have given all its weight to pro- 
perty, A man muft have a pretty confider- 
VoL. I. T able 
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able property to vote for a member of ttid 
Senate ; he muft have a more confiderable 
one to be htmfelf eligible. Thus the de- 
mocracy is pure and entire in the afiembly, 
which reprefents xhzjovereigni and the arifto- 
cracy, or, if you will, the optmacy, is to . 
be found only in the modo-ating power, 
where it is the more neceflary, as men 
never watch more carefully over the ftate 
than when they have a great inlereft in its 
deftiny. As to the power of commanding 
armies, it ought neither to be vefted in a 
great, nor even in a fmall number of men : 
the Governor alone can employ the forces by 
fea and land according to the neceffity ; but 
the land forces will confift only in the mi- 
litia, which, as it is compofed of the people 
themfelves, can never ait againft the peo- 
ple.* 

Such ■ 

* As there appears to be fotne little inaccutacy in 
diis account of the converfation, the reader is re-- 
ferred to the QiTiflitution of the Maffachvjfets^ as repub- 
liQied in England with thofe of the other ftates, 
where he will fee the fefpeiftive privileges and powers 
of the Stnate and Governor and Council clearly difcri- 
minatcd, which afe here confounded^ The Tranfla- 
ter has endeavoured to free the original from its ob- 
2 f«urity. 
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Such was the idea Mr. Adams gave m? 
iof his own work,* for it is he who had the 
greateft part in the forttiation of tlie new 
laws. It is fiid, hbweverj that before his 
credit wae employed to get them accepted, 
it was neceffary to combat his private opi- , 
hion«. and to make him abandon fyftems 
in which he loved to ftray, for lefs fublimc, 
but liiore practicable proje£ts. This citizen, 
otherwife fo refpeiSable, has beeiu frequently 
reproached with confulting his library, ■ 
rather than the prefent circunlftances, and 
c£ . always beginning by the Greeks and 
Romans, to get at the whigs and torics : if 
this be true, I ihall only fay. that ftudy has 
alfo its inconveniences, but not fuch as are 
important, fince Mr. Samuel Adapis, hereto- 
fore the eneqiy of regular troops, and the 
T a moit 

rcurity, ihe Jinate bSing tliefe wholly overlooked, 
ind its duties blended with thofc of die Governor and 
Council; and matemll/ to prelerve the drift of. ^^. 
Adams's argument. Translator. 

. • I have Tome reafon to think diat the admirable 
form of government for Maflachuffets Bay, is not tbc 
work of Mr. Samuel Adams, but of Mr. JiTfin Jdamsy 
the iirefent Minister Plenipotentiary from the United 
Sutes, in England. Trasslatoil. 
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moft extravagant partifan of the democracy, 
at prefent employs all his influence to main-- 
tain an army, and to eilabliih a mixed go- 
vernment. Be that as it may, I departed 
well content with this converfation, which 
was only interrupted by a glafs of Madeira, 
a diih of tea, and an old American General, 
now a member of Congrefs, who lodges with 
Mr. Adams. 

I knew that there was a ball at the Che- 
valier de la Luzerne's, which made me lets 
in a hurry to return thither j it was, how- 
ever, a very agreeable afTembly ; for it was 
pven to a private fociety, on the occafion 
of a marriage. There were near twenty 
women, twelve or fourteen of whom were 
dancers ; each of them having her partner, 
as is the cuftom in America. Dancing is . 
faid to be at once the emblem of gaiety and 
of love ; here it feems to be the emblem of 
legiflation, and of marriage ; of legiflation, 
inafmuch as places are marked out, the 
country dances named, and every proceed- 
ing provided for, calculated, and fubmitted 
to regulation ; of marriage, as it furniihes 
each lady with a partner, with whom flie 
dances 
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dances the whole evening, without being 
allowed to take another. It is true that 
^very fevere law requires mitigation, and 
that it often happens, that a young lady 
after dancing ,the two or three firft dances 
■with her partner, may make a firefli choice, 
or accept of the invitatiop flie has received j 
but ftill the comparifon holds good, for 
it is a marriage in the European fajbtan. 
Strangers have generally the privilege 
of being complimented with the hand-, 
fomell wQmen. The Comte de Damas had 
Mrs. Bingham for his partner, and the 
Vicomte de Noailles, Mifs Shippen. Both 
of them, like true philofophers, teftified a 
great refpeft for the manners of the counr 
try, by not quitting their handfome part- 
ners the whole evening ; in other refpefts 
they were the admiration of all the affembly, 
from the grace and noblenefs mth whicl^ 
they danced j I may even affert, to the 
honour of my country, that they furpaffed a 
Chief Juftice of Ciu-olina (Mr. Pendleton) 
and two members of Gongrefs, one of whom 
(Mr. Duane) pafled however for being by 
10 per cent, more lively than all the other 
T 3 danjcers, 
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dancers. The ball was fufpended, towards 
midnight, by a fupper, ferved in the man- 
ner of coffee, on feveral different tables. 
On pafling into the dining-room, the Che- 
valier de la Luzerne prefented his hand to 
Mrs. Morris, and gaVe her the precedence, 
an honour f)retty generally beftowed on her, 
as Ihe is the richeft woman in the city, and 
all ranks here being equ^J, men follow 
their natural bent, by giving the preference 
to riches. The ball continued till tvfo in 
the morning, as I learnt the next morning 
on rifmg, for I had feen too many attacks 
and battles the day before not tp have 
- Jearnt to make a timely retreat. 

Our young folks ftanding in need of re- 
j)ofe ^ter their journey and exerdfe of th« 
evening, did not ajipear at breakfaft. In 
their ftead, we had an old Qiiaker of the 
name oi'Benezet, whofe diminutive figure, 
and humble and fc^nty phyfiognomy, 
formed a perfedl contraft to Mr. Pendleton. 
This Mr. Benezet may rather be regarded 
as the model, than as a fpecimen of the 
fed of Quakers : wht)!iy occupied with the 
^ dfare of mankipd, his charity and gener 
rofity 
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rofity made him be held in great confidera- 
tion in happier times, when the virtues ■ 
alone fufEced to render the citizen ilUftri- 
ous. At prefent the noife of arms deafens 
the ears againft the fighs of charity, and the 
amor patrise has prevailed over the love of 
humanity. Benezet, however, ftill exer-- 
cifes his benevolence : he came to ggt fome 
information refpeiSing the new methods 
invented in France of reftoring drowned 
perfons to life. I promifed not only to 
lend them to him from Newport, but to 
tranfmit to him fuch a box, with the ne- 
cefiaries, as our government has diftributed 
in the fea-port towns. Confidence being 
eftabliftied between us, we fell on the topic 
of the miferies of war. ** Friend, fays he 
" to me, I "know thou art a man of letters, 
** and a member of the French Academy : 
'*' the men of letters have written a great 
" many good things of late ; they have 
*' attacked errors and prejudices, and, 
" above all, intolerance ; will they, not 
" endeavour too, to dif^uil men with the 
** horrors of war, and to make them live 
*' together like friends and . brethren ?" — 
T 4 " ThoM 
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** Thou art not deceived, Friend, replied 
" I, when thou buildeft forae hope on 
" the progrefs of enlightened philofophy. 
*' Many active hand^ are labouring at the 
" grand edifice of public happinefs; butvainly 
*' will they employ themfelves in finifhing 
*' fome parts of it, as long as there is a 
** deficiency at the bafe, and that bafe, thou 
" haft faid it, is univerfal peace. As for into- 
** lerance and perfecution, it is true that thefe 
** two enemies of the human race, are not 
" bound by ftrong enough chains ; but I 
*' will whifper a word in thy ear, of which 
*' thou wilt not perhaps feel all the force, 
" though thou art well acquainted with 
" the French j th^ are out of faJJnon ; \ 
*.' fhould even believe them to be on the 
•' point of annihilation, but for fome little 
^' circumftances thou art not informed of ; 
*' which are, that they who attack them are 
" wow and then impr'ifoned, and j^bb'tes of a 
f hundred thoufand ihr-es a year bejiowed on 
" fuch as favour them^ " "A hundred 
'* thoufand livres ^ year ! cried Benezet, 
** there is wherewithal to build hofpitals 
.** and eftablifti manufa<Sures j this dowbt-r 
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" lefs is the ufe they make of their riches,'* 
" No, Friend, replied I, perfecution muft 
" be kept in pay ; though it muft be con- 
" fefled that it is but indifferently paid, 
" for the moft fplendid of thefe perfecutors 
*' content themfelves with giving a penfion 
" of ten or twelve hundred livres to a few 
*' fatirical poets, or journalifts, enemies of 
*' letters, whofe works are greatly read, but 
*' little fold." — ** Friend, fays the Quaker, 
*' this perfecution is a ftrange thing : I can 
" hardly believe what has. happened to 
" myfelf. My father was a Frenchman, 
** and I am a native of thy country. It is 
** now fixty years, fmce he was obliged to 
*' feek an afylum in England, taking with 
" him his children, the only treafure he 
*' could fave in his misfortunes. Juftice, 
** or what is fo called in thy country, or- 
" dered him to be hung in effigy, for 
" explaining the Gofpel differently from 
" thy priefts. My father was not much 
" better pleafed with thofe of England ; 
" wifliing to get out of the way of all 
" hierarchy, he came and fettled in this 
** country, where I led 9. happy life until 
"this 
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*' this war broke out. I have long forgot 
*' all the perfecutions my family under- 
** went. I love thy nation, becaufe It is 
" mild and fenfible, and as for thee, 
" Friend, I know that thou ferveft huma- 
" nity as much as in thy power. When 
** thou flialt get to Europe, engage thy 
** brethren to fecond thee, and, in the mean 
*' time, permit me to place imder thy 
*' protection our brethren of Rhode Ifland." 
'He then recommended to me fpecifically the 
Quakers living in that flate, and who arc 
pretty numerous ; after which he took 
leave, defiring my permiffion to fend me 
feme pamphlets, in his way^ which were 
principally apologies for his feft. I afliircd 
him I would read them with great pleafure, 
and he did not fail to fepd them the next 
morning. 

Of vrhatever fed: a man may b? who is 
inflamed with an ardent love of humanity, 
he is undoubtedly a refpe(3:able being j but 
I miift confefs that it is difficult lo beftow 
upon this feift in general, that efteem which 
cannot be refufed to fome individuals. The 
law oblerved by many of them, of faying 
neither 
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neither j'tJK, nor Jir, is far from giving them 
a tone of fimplicity and candour. I know 
not whether it be to compenfate for that 
fort of rufticity, that they in general af- 
fume a fmooth and wheedling tone, whiph 
is altogether Jefuitical. Nor does their con- 
dp£l belie this refemblancc : concealing 
their indifference for the public welfare 
under the cloak of religion, they are fpar- 
ing of blood, 'tis true, efpecially of their- 
pwn people ;*- but they trick both parties 
out 



* In confirmation of this remark, I cannot avoid 
referring to a ctrcumftance which made a confiderable 
noifc at die time, and has been grofsly perverted to 
th« difcredit of American humanity. Every reader 
attentive to the events of the war in that country, 
muft recoltefl the execution of CarVtJle and Roberts-, 
two confiderable Quakers, after the evacuation of 
Philadelphia by General Clinton ; the barbarity of 
(mtting to deafli two members of a feft fo peaceable 
and inofFenfive, who had not borne arms, and whofe 
principles forbid an aSive oppofition to any form of 
government, was much enlarged upon. In juftice 
to America, and for the benefit of future hiflonans, 
I fiiail give the fa&, the truth of which will bear 
inquiry, as I had it from men of every party and 
defcription in that city, and leave the deciiion to 
every impartial man. The Quakers in America, I 
(peak generally, had long belied their principles, and 
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out of their money, and that without either 
fhame or decency. It is a received maxim 
in trade, to beware of them, and this 
opinion, which is well founded, will become 
ftill more neceflary. In fad, nothing can 
be 

covertly and openly done every thing in their power 
to thwart the meafures adopted by a vaft majority of 
their countrymen, then in pofleflion of the govern- 
ment ; their fecret intrigues and open defiance were 
long 1 overlooked and borne with, until danger be- 
came fo critical as to demand fome precautions for 
the common fafety. A few of the moft a^ive fpirits 
amongd ihcfe pacific and pa^t fedtaries were ar- 
refted, and fcnt from the immediate fcene of ailioa 
into Virginia, whei« they fufFered only a temporary 
reArainc from mifchief, CarliHe and Roberts, thougk 
well known for a malignant hatred to the caufe of 
America, unfortimately for them, efcaping this 
temporary exile, continued their ?landeftine prac- 
tices until General Howe got poJIeJEon of the city, 
when they no longer fet any bounds to their inve- 
teracy. They were both employed by (he General, 
or his honell and grateful agent Mr. Galloway, in 
the adminiftration of the police, or in other words, 
they undertook, Carlijle in particular, to , difcriminatc 
between the Loyalifts and the Friends to America., 
Carlifie granted permii^ons to pafs the lines, watched 
at the gates, to point out obnoxious perfons coming 
in from the country, who were frequently committed 
tfr Drifon en his bare fuggeftion and exercifcd, txi 
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be worfe <han enthufiafm in its downfall ; 
for what can be its fubftitute, but hypo- 
crify? That monller, fo well known in 
Europe, finds but too eafy an accefs to all 
religions; 

Ihort, the office of fub-inquifitor to Mr. Jofeph 
Galloway. Nor was this the only method by which 
they manifeilcd the peaceable principles of their feQ, 
General Howe having received information of a party 
of militia lying in the woods, in the county of 
Bucks, at iixteen miles diftance, under General 
Lacy, difpatched Lieutenant Colonel Abercrombic 
with a confide IE ble detachment by the Frankfort 
road to attack them ; and one or both of thefe hanil- 
lefs Quakers, who would not dear arms for the wealth 
of Britain, confcientiouOy undertoc^ to condu^i this 
man of blood to a fucce&ful furprife and mallacre 
(rf their own countrymen. Thefe, and a variety of 
other fa£ts being proved againft them, after the eva- 
cuation of the town, where they had the prefumptian 
to remain, and there being an evident neccffity for 
making an example of thele molt dangerous of all 
enemies, lenity would have been as ill timed as 
unjuft to the fuffering citizens. Such, I am forry 
to fay it, was the undoubted conduct of too many of 
this once refpe£lable body, during the war, a con- 
duct, which muft not only be condemned by every 
honourable and feeling mind, but I may venture to 
fay, is wholly repugnant to the principles of a 
Lettfom, a Fothergill, a Barclay, or a ff^tUiam Penni 
for, it may be pronounced with no intolerant fpiri^ 
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religions ; he found none, however, in 3 
company of young ladies, who were in- 
■vitcd, as well as myfelf, to drink tea with 
Mrs. Cunningham. They were well drefied, 
feemed defirous of pleafing, and it is fair to 
conclude, that their private fentimenls were 
in' unifon with their appearance. The 
miftrefs of the hcufe is amiable, and her 
converfation graceful and interefting. Thig 
»fiembly recalled to my mind in every ref* 
pe<3, thofe of Holland, and Geneva, where 
one meets with gaiety without indecency, 
and the wifli to pleafe without coquetrj-. 

On Sunday the loth I had refolved to 

B:iake a circuit through the churches, and 

different 



that in cares of Critical emergency, no fociety cau 
•ndure fucli members. In oppofition, however, to 
newfpapcr reports, and their cries of perfecution, I 
can myfelf bear teftimony to the unpunifhed licenfe 
thefe Quietefts gave their tongues in the very feat of 
Congrefs, and in defiance of the Aflembly of the 
State, and to. their oftentatious difplay of the por- 
traits of the King and Queen of England, which, 
however, there is eveiy rcafon to believe, was more 
the rcfult of obftinacy, and the fpirit of con trad iiS ion, 
than of loyalty or reafoiu in this felfifti fet of pcopla. 
Tramslatosi 
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different places of worlhip. Unluckily the 
different fe*lls, who agree in neither point, 
take the fame hour to alTemble the faithful, 
fo that in the morning I was only able to 
vifit the Quakers meeting, and in the after- 
noon the church of England. The hall 
the Quakers meet in is fquare ; there are, 
on ever)' fide, and parallel with the walls, 
benches and defks, by which jiieans they 
are placed oppofite to each other, without 
either altar or pulpit to attrad the atten- 
tion. As foon as they are affembled, one 
of the more elderly makes an extempore 
prayer, of whatever comes uppermoft in hi» 
mind ; filence is then obferved until fome 
man or woman feels infpired, and rifes to 
fpeak. Travellers muft be taken at their 
word, however extraordinary their motives. 
Like Ariofto, I fliall recount prodigies, diro 
marav'igUa : but it is a fa«S that I arrived at 
the moment a woman was done holding 
forth; (he was followed by a man who talk- 
ed a great deal of nonfenfe about internal 
grace, the illumination of the fpirlt, and 
the other dogmas of his fe£t, which he 
bandied about, but took fpecial care not to 
explain them ; and at length fmithed his 
difcourfc 
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difcourfe to the great content of the br&* 
thren, and the fifterhood, who had all of" 
them a very inattentive and liftlefs air. Af-^ 
ter feven or eight minutes filenee, ati old 
man went on his knees, dealt us out a very 
unmeaning prayer, and difmifled the audi- 
ence.* 

On 

• Mention has been frequendy made in the pub- 
lic prints of the new fe£l of jhakers in MaflachufletS 
Bay, who carry their frantic orgies to ftill more ri.- 
diculous and licentious excelles thui the priftino 
Quakers, with George Fox at their head j but I havo 
feen no notice taken of another, which fprung up 
at Rhode Ifland about the year 1780. A very comely . 
young woman is, or pretends to be, imprefled with 
the belief that Ihe is in her perfon thi faviour of iht 
world revived, and travels from place to place, at- . 
tended by twelve young men, whom Ihe calls her 
apeJiUs : who, if the general alTertion be credited, 
have literally followed the precept of "making eu-\ 
nuchs of themfelves fisr Chrift's fak^." General 
Gates told me he heard her preach at Rhode IQand; 
and I made an attempt to hear her at Philadelphia 
in Oiftober 1782, but the crowd was fo great, and, 
what is very uncommon in America, fo turbulent, 
that it was impoifible to get near the place of wor- 
fhip. Two of her apoiUes came to the houfe I 
boarded in, to obtain lodgings for her, and fome of 
the brethren j by which means I had an opportunity 
of feeing a fpecimen of them, but they would en- 
ter into no conversation: they were tall, handfome 
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On quitting this melancholy, I^omefpun 
kffembly, the fervice of the Englilh church 
appeared to me a fort of operOy as well for 
the mufic as the decorations : a handfome 
pulpit placed before a handfome organ ; 
a handfome minifter in that pulpit, reading, 
ff caking, and finging with a grace entirely 
theatrical, a number of young women an- 
fwering melodioufly from the pit and boxes, 
(for the two fide galleries form a fort of 
boxes) a foft and agreeable vocal mufic, 
with excellent fonatas, played alternately on 
the organ ; all this, compared to the qua- 
kers, the Miabaptifts, the pref^yterians, &c. 
appeared to me rather like a little paradife 
itfelf, than as the road to it. If however 
we confider the different fedls, whether 
rigid, or frivolous, but all imperious, all 
exclufive, we think we fee men reading ia 
the great book of nature, like Montauciel at 

young men, the youngeft not above nineteen, with 
large round flapped hats, and iong flowing ftrait locks, 
with a 'fort of melancholy wildnefs in their counte- 
nances, and an eiFeminate, dejedled air, which feemed 
to juftify the truth of what I believe literally to be their 
unfortunate fituation. Translator.. 

Vol. I. U his 
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his leffon, when inftead of vous etes un blanc 
bee, he perfifts in repeating trompette blejfe. It 
is a million to one that a man fhould hit up- 
on a tine of writing without knowing how 
to fpell his letters : but fliould he come to 
afk your affiftance, beware how you meddle 
with him ; it is better to leave him in his 
error than to cut throats with him.* 

I ihall only mention my dinner this day at 
Mrs. Powell's, to fay that it was excellent and 
agreeable in every refpefl:. The converfa- 
tion carried us fo far into the evening, that 
it was near eleven when I returned home. 

M. de la Fayette had made a party with 
th& Vicomte de Noailles and the Comte de 
Damas, to go the next morning, firft to 
German-Town (which the two latter had 
not yet feen), and from thence to the old 
camp at Whitemarjh. Though I had already 
viewed the former, I had no objedlion to 
going over it a fecond time, befides that I 
was curious to fee the complete White- 
marfli. 
• For this allunon tfie reader is referred to the hu- 
morous prifon fcene, between Msir.tauciel and the Dt- 
ferter, in the cemk opera of that name. Montauciel is 
the Siirmijh of the Engliili theatre, in their copy from 
the French. Trakslator. 
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marih. It is that which was occupied by 
General Waihington after the unfuccefsful 
attempt of the 7th of Oftober. As this was 
a bold pofition which the Englifh never 
dared to attack, it is very celebrated in the 
American army, where they aiTert that they 
had m other entrenchment than two redoubts. 
The fad is, that the pofition is excellent, 
and does great honour to General Wafhing- 
tba, who could difcover it, asif by inftind:, 
through thofe woods with which the coun- 
try was then covered ; but it is no lefs true, 
that General Howe had every reafon for not 
attacking it, and, amongft others, for the 
following : defcending from the heights of 
German town, there are very thick woods; 
on coming out of' them, to the weft, is a 
pretty high hill, the foot of which is wa- 
• tered by a rivulet, with fteep banks, which 
turns towards the north and protedis the 
right qf the camp. Six pieces of cannon 
were placed on this eminence, with four 
hundred men, who formed an advanced 
pion. It is called Chefnut-Hill, from a little 
church of that name, fituated on its fuQi- 
mit J behind this eminence, and behind the 
U 2 woods 
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woods which ftretch from eaft to weft, 
the ground rifes confiderably, and forms 
two hills with a gentle declivity, which 
commands Chefnut church ; here the army 
was encamped. Thefe hills are only fepa- 
rated by a fmall bottom ; each fummit was 
fortified with a redoubt, and the flope of it 
defended by an abattis. The hill on the 
left was ftill further protefted by a rivulet, 
which might be increafed at pleafure, as 
it ran -behind the camp, and it was eafy to 
make the dams neceflary for raifing the wa- 
ters.. The front of this pofition, 'tis true, 
is covered with wood ; but thefe woods ter- 
minate at three hundred yards from the line 
formed abreaft ; an enemy therefore muft 
have come out of them uncovered, and how 
get through a wood where there is no road,' 
and which was filled with militia and rt/le- 
men ? I pointed out the more minutely all 
the advantages of this pofitioii, that I might 
amufe myfelf in exaggerating them to M. de 
la Fayette, to convince him that he was a 
Gafcon as well as the reft of them. He 
owned to me that the camp was a good one, 
and that if the Englifti had given them 
roojn 
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room for pleafantry, it was only by infert- 
ing in their relations that the Rebels were 
Co well entrenched that it was impoflible to 
attack them.. But we were unanimous in 
our conclufion, that the more refpe&ible this 
pofition was, the more honour it did to Ge- 
neral Walhington, who had divined, rather 
than difcovered it. This was really an 
eagle's eye view, for it feems as if he muft 
have hovered above the trees to examine 
the ground concealed by them.* 

Having taken our view, we returned 
brifkly to the Chevalier de la Luzerne's, 
where dinner came very a propos, after be- 
ing eight hours on horfeback, and riding 
fix and thirty miles. In the afternoon we 
drank tea with Mifs Shippen. This was 
the firft time, fince my arrival in America, 
that I had feen mufic introduced into foci- 
ety, and mix with its amufements. Mifs 
Rjitledge f played on the harpfichord, and 
U 3 played 

• See General Howe's account of Ijis attempt lipon 
this camp, Tbanslatob. 

t IWifs Rutlcdge is fince married to M. de Marbois, 
who is at prefent Secretary to M, de la Luzerne in his 
government of St. Domingo. Translator. 
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played very welt. Mifs Shippen fung with 
timidity, but with a pretty voice. Mr, Ot- 
taw. Secretary to M. de la Luzerne, fent 
for his harp;* he accompanied Mifs Ship- 
pen, and played feveral pieces. Mufic na- 
turally leads to dancing ; the Vicomte de 
Noailles took down a violin, which was 
mounted with harp firings, and he made 
the young ladies dance, whilft their mo- 
thers and other grave perfonages chatted in 
another room. When mufic, and ^the fine 
arts come to profper at Philadelphia j when 
fociety once becomes eafy and gay there, 
and they learn to accept of pleafure when it 
prefents itfelf, without a formal invitation, 
then may foreigners enjoy all the advan- 
tages peculiar to their manners and govern- 
ment, without envying any thing in Eu- 
rope, f 

The 

* He is now Conful General and Charge dcs Affaires 
at Philadelphia in the abfencc of the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne,-— —The Chevalier does not return to Ame- 
rica, being appointed to the government of St. Do- 
mingo, and no other Minifter is yet named. 

Translator. 

t It is very certain that any perfon educated io 
Europe, and accuftomed to the luxury of mufic and 
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The 1 2th, in the morniog, a new caval- 
cade, and a new reconnoitring party. M. 
de la Fayette was to do the honours of 
this. ' The juft Intereft he infpires, has 
given ftill more celebrity to an event, of 
itfelf iingular enough. The alliance with 
France being already public in June 1778, 
it feemed probable that the Englifli would 
not delay the evacuation of Philadelphia. 
In this ftate of things, though it was Gene- 
ral Washington's bufmefs to rifque nothing, 
U4 it 

the fine arts, and to their enjoyment in the two capitals 
of France and England, mull Bnd a great void in thefe 
particulars in America. This the Tranflator experi- 
enced during his refjdence in that country, and felt the 
contrail with greater force on his return to Europe. 
After a long abfence, in which he heard fcarcely any 
other mufic than church hymns, the cannon, and the 
drum ; or viewing any paintings but the little (ketches 
of Cimetiere, or the portraits of Peeler at Philadelphia : 
on his arrival at Bourdeaux alter the peace, the common 
orcheftra at the theatre afforded him more exquifite 
delight than he had ever felt from <Hie of Haydan's beft 
fymphonies at Bach's, or than he fliould now feel per- 
haps at the Weftminiler commemoration of Handle ; 
and the very moderate exhibition at the Louvre, was, to 
him, a groupe of Raphaels, Titians, and Vandykes. 

Translator. 
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it was important neverthelefs to watch the 
motions of the enemy. M. de la Fayette 
received orders to march from Valley Forge, 
with two thoufand infantry, fifty dragoons, 
and as many favages, to pafs the Schuylkill, 
and take poft on a height called Barrenhiliy 
ahout twelve miles' diftant from Philadel- 
phia. The pofition was critical, he might 
be attacked, or turned, by three different 
roads ; hut M. de la Fayette guarded the 
moft direit of the three ; a Brigadier Gene- 
ral of Militia, napied Potter^ had orders to 
watch the fecond, and patroles kept an 
eye upon the third, which was the moft 
circuitous. Though thefe precautions 
feemed fufficient at firft fight, they muft 
not have been deemed fo by General Howe; 
for he thought he had now fairly caught 
ihe Marquis^ and even carried his gafconade 
fo far as to invite ladies to meet him at 
fupper the next day, and whjlft thp prin- 
cipal part of the officers were at the play,* 
he 

* The Englilh had brought with them from New 
York, a company of players, and the officers them- 
selves frequently performed the principal charai3crs. 
—[An excellent trait this for the future hiftorians of 
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he put in movement the mdn body of his 
forces, which he marched in three co- 
lumns. The firft, commanded by General 
Howe in perfon, took the direfi road to 
Barrenhill, paffing by Schuylkill Falls, and 
keeping along the river ; the fecond, led 
by General Grey, kept the high road of 
German-Town, and was- to fall on M. de 
la Fayette's left flank ; the third, under the 
orders of General Grant, made a long cir- 
cuit, marching firft by Frankfort, then 
turning upon Oxford, to reach the only 
ford by which the Americans could re- 
treat. 

This complicated march was executed 
the more eafily, as the Englifh had pofitivc 
intelligence that the militia did not occupy 
the poft affigned them. Fortunately for 
M. de la Fayette, two officers had fet out 
early from the camp lo go into the Jerfeys, 
where they had bufinefs ; thefe officers 
having ' fucceffively fallen in with two 
columns 

^e civil war, as well as the m^fi/anzfl, that illuflrious 
ad): of folly and infatuation : fadls truly charafleriftic of 
i1k diiEpation, and decline of a great people. 

Translator, 
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columns of the enemy, refolved to return 
to the camp through the woods, as quiet 
as poffible. General Howe's column was 
not long in reaching the advanced pofts of 
M. de la Fayette ; which gave rife to a 
laughable enough adventure. The fifty 
favages he had with Him, were placed in 
an ambufcade, in the woods, after their 
manner, that is to fay, lying as clofe as 
rabbits. Fifty Engliih dragoons, who had 
never feen any Indians, marching at the 
head of the column, entered the wood 
where they were hid, who on th«r part 
had never feen dragoons. Up they ftart, 
raifing a horrible cry, throw down their 
arms, and efcape by fwimming acrofs the 
Schuylkill. The dragoons, on the other 
hand, as much terrified as they were, 
turned about their horfes, and .did not re- 
cover their panic till they got back to 
Philadelphia. M. de la Fayette, now find- 
ing that he was turned, concluded very 
juftly like a warrior, that the column 
marched againft him would not be the firft 
to make the attack, arfd that it would wait 
till the other was in readinefs. He imme- 
diately 
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diately changed his front, therefore, and 
took a good pofition oppofite the fecond 
column, having before him Barrenhill 
church, and behind him the opening which 
ferved as a retreat. But he had fcarcely 
occupied this pofition, before he learnt that 
General Grant was on his march to the 
Schuylkill Ford, and was already nearer 
to it than himfelf. Nothing remained but 
to retreat : but the only road he had, made 
him approach the column of General Grant, 
and expofed him to be attacked by it in 
front, whilft Grey and Howe fell upon his 
rear. The road, 'tis true, foon turning to the 
left, became feparated by a fmall valley 
from that General Grant was on, but this 
"valley itfelf was croffed by feveral roads, and 
it muft, in ihori, be traverfed to reach the 
Ford. In this fituation, his own greatnefa 
of mind alone fuggefted to the young foldier 
the proper condud, as well as confummatc 
experience could poffibfy have done. He 
knew that piore honour is loft, than time 
gained, in converting a retreat into a flight. 
He continued his march, therefore, in fo 
tranquil and regular an order, that he im- 
I pofed 
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pofed on General Grant, and made him 
believe, that he was fuftained by Wafliing- 
ton*8 whole army, which was waiting for 
him at the end of the defile. On the 
other hand, Howe himfelf, on arriving on 
the heights of Barrenhill, was deceived by 
the firft manoeuvre of M. de la Fayette ; 
for feeing the Americans in line of battle, 
" on the very fpot where the fecond column 
was to appear, he imagined it was General 
Grey who had got pofleffion of this pofition, 
arid thus loft fome minutesin looking through 
his glafs, and in fending to reconnoitre. 
General Grey alfo loft time in waiting for the 
right and left columns. From all thefe mif- 
takes it followed, that M. de la Fayette had 
the opportunity of effecting his retreat, as if 
by enchantment, and he paffed the river 
with all his artillery without lofing a man. , 
Six alarm guns, which were fired at the 
army, on the firft news of this attack, 
ferved, I believe, to keep the enemy in awe, 
who imagined the whole American army 
were in march. The Englilh, ^rfter finding 
the bird flown,- returned to Philadelphia, 
fpent with fatigue, and alhamed of having 
done 
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done nothing. The ladies did not fee M. ■ 
de la Fayette, and General Howe himfelf 
arrived too late for fupper. 

In reciting this afiair, I give at the fame 
time an account of my ride, for I followed 
the exad road of the left column, which 
leads to Schuylkill Falls, where there is a 
fort of fcattered village, compofed of feveral 
beautiful country houfes ; amongft others, 
that of the Chevalier de la Luzerne.* A 
fmall 

• The beautiful banks of the Schuylkill are every 
where covered with elegant country houfes j amongft 
others thofe of Mr. Penn, the late proprietor, Mr. 
Hamiitony and Mr. Pftersj late Secretary to the 
Board of War, are on the moft delightful fttuations. 
The tafty little box of the laft gentleman is on the moft 
enchanting fpot that nature can embellifh, and befides 
the variegated beauties of the rural banks of the Schuyl- 
' till, commands the Delaware, and the Clipping, 
mounting and defcending it, where it is joined at right 
angles by the former. From hence is the moft ro- 
mantic ride up the river to the Falls, in whjch the 
oppofite bank is likewlfe feen beautifully interfperfed 
with the country houfes of the opulent citizens of 
the capital. On your arrival at the Falls, every little 
knoll or eminence is occupied by one of thefe 
charming retreats ; amongft which General Mifflin'% 
ftands confpicuous, nor is the exterior belied by the 
neatnefs, the abundance, and bofpitality which reign 
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iinalt creek which falls into the Schuylkill, 
the height of ten or twelve feet, the mills 
turned by this crpek, the trees which cover 
its banks, and thofe of the Schuylkill, form 
a moft pleafing landfcape, which would 
not efcape the pencil of Robert and Le 
Prince. 

This 

within ; the eafy politenefs, the attention, good 
fenfe, gaiety, and information of the. owner ; the 
order, arrangement, and elegance of Mrs, Mifflin, 
who ftill adhering to her feft, which her hu(band 
renounced for " the ear-piercing fife and fpirit- 
ttirring drum," pofTefles all its excellencies, and is 
what a moft amiable female Quaker ought to be, ren- 
der dits (and I fpeak from knowledge and gratitude) a 
moll delicious abode. Below this houfe, and clofe to 
the Falls, is a building erected by Mr. y<ibn DUkinfon, 
the celebrated author of the Farmer's Letters, for a 
feleft fociety of friends, who held a weekly meeting 
there, before the war, during the feafon for eating 
Ibad. Good humour, harmony, and good fenfe, 
are faid to have, charaflerized thefe meetings, prc- 
fided by this eminent and amiable man, whofe figure, 
countenance,' and manners always reminded me of 
the urbanity and virtues fo charafteriftically pourtrayed 
in the perfon of the lamented, gceat, good man. Lord 
Rockingham. 

Translator. 
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This expedition not being fo long as 
that of the other day, left me two hours at 
my difpofal ; and I employed them in vifitir^ 
the left of the Englifh lines which I had 
not yet feen. M. de Gimat was fo gooS 
as to feparate from the reft of the company, 
and inftead of returning to Philadelphia, 
we kept to the right, to follow the lines, 
as far as the Schuylkill. I found that from 
the centre, to the left, their pofition was 
nothing lefs than advantageous, particularly 
near a burnt houfe, towards which I ihould 
have directed my attack, had I been in the 
way of making one. From a ridge of 
ground, where indeed the Englifh had 
formed -a. femicircular battery towards the 
Schuylkill, the glacis is againft the lines ; 
fo that the aflailant might firft march under 
cover, and then command the batteries 
which d^end them. To the left, and 
ciofe to. the Schuylkill, the ground has 
fuddenly a very confiderable rife, of which 
the Englifli did not fell to avail themfelves, 
by conftrufling a large redoubt, and a bat- 
tery ; but this fummit itielf is commanded, 
and taken in reverfe by the heights on the 
other 
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other fide of the river. Be this as it may, 
thefe works were fufficient to fecure an 
army of fifteen thonfand men, againft one 
of feven or at moft eight thoufand. At 
every ftep one takes in America, one is 
aftonifhed at the ftriking contraft between 
the contempt in which the Englilh affe^ed 
to hold their enemies, and the extreme pre- 
cautions they took on every occafion. 

Nothing can equal the beauties of ti^e 
coup d'oeil which the banks of the Schuyl- 
kill prefent, in defending towards the 
fouth to return to Philadelphia. 

I found a pretty numerous company at 
fembled at dinner at the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne's, which was augmented by the 
arrival of the Comte de Cuftine and the M. 
de Laval. In the evening we took them to 
fee the Prefident of the Congrefs, who was 
not at home, and then to Mr. Peters, the 
Secretary to the Board of War, to whom it 
was my firft idfit. His houfe is not large, 
nor his office of great importance ; for every 
thing which is not in the power of the 
General of the Army, depends on each par- 
ticular ftate, much more than on Congrefs j 
but 
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■ tut he pbflefTes what is preferable to all the 
departments -in the world, an amiable wife, 
[the Marquis might have added, "Oery beau- 
tiful excellent health, a good voice, and" 
great gaiety and humour. We converfed 
fo me .time together, and' he fpoke of the 
American army with as much freedom as 
good fenfe. He , confeffed that formerly 
their army knew no difcipline, and he in- 
fifted ftrongly on the obligations they owed 
to the Bar^ ds Soeub'en, who performed the 
duties of Infpedor-General. Pafling then 
to the.eulogium of Meffieurs de Fleury, 
du Portal, and all the French officers who 
had feryed in the late campaigns, he ob- 
feryed, that thofe who oifered their fervice 
in the beginning, had not given a very ad- 
vantageous idea of their country. They 
were ainioft all furnilhed, however, with 
letters of recommendation from the Gover- 
nors or Commandants of our colonies ; in 
which they feem to me very reprehenfible. 
The weaknefs, which prevents men from 
refufmg a letter of recommendation, or the 
,ddire of getting rid of a good for nothing 
-Mlow, continhally 'gets the better of juf- 
VoL. I. ' X ■ tice 
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tice and good faith ; we deceive, we espofe 
the reputation of our allies, but we flUl more 
cffentially betray the interefts of our coun- 
try, whofe honour and character are thus 
fliamefully profUtuted. 

I fliall only fpeafc of Mr. Price, vnth 
whom we drank tea and fpent th^^rvening, 
to bear witnefs to the generofity of this gal- 
lant man, who, born in Canada and always 
attached to the French, lent two hundred 
thouland livres, hardhumey^ to M. de Corny, 
whom the court had fent with fifty thou- 
iand iivrea only to make provifion iot gmx 
army. ^ 

The 13th, I went with tlie Cbevalia- de 

la Luzerne, and the French travellers, to 

dine with the Southern Delates.* Met- 

fieurs 

* The Marquis de Chaftellux feems unfortunately . 
^o h;ive known but little of the Southern Delegates, 
particularly tbofe of South Carefiaa, vrboia, without 
any invidious comparifon, he would have found 
men of the grcateft liberality and undreftanding : 
as firm in their principles, and as ready te hazard 
their lives in the defence of their liberty, as the 
moft zealous inhabitant of New England ; they p<^- 
felled, in general, all the talle, urbanity, and en- 
lightened knowledge of polilhed Europe. In Mr. 
4 Ranifayt 
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lieure Sharp t 'F/awy,t ^'^'^ Maddlfon^ were 

the neareft to me ; I converfed a great deal 

with them, and was much fatisfied with 

X 2 their 

Ramfafy he would have found a cultivated under- 
ftanding, a pcrievering mind, and an aftive enthu. 
fiafm, founded on a thorough Icnowledge of the caufe 
he was engaged in, and the moll perfect conviction 
of its re^tude. In Mr. Izardy tiie fire and zeal of 
a gentleman republican. Ailed with indignation at 
the violence and excelle; he had w'ttnejfid in the 
Englifli Government. - In Mr. RutUdge^ a manly, 
principled determination to rilk and fulFer every 
thin^ rather than again fubmit to the yoke of Bri- 
tain, with elegant ideas of the enjoyments of lif^ 
and all the domcftic virtues. In Mr. Arthur Middle- 
tort,, the plainell manners, with the mod refined 
tafte; great reading, aftd knowledge of the world, 
concealed under die referve of the mildeft, and moft 
modeft nature; a complete philanthropic, but the 
iirmeft patriot ; cool, ftcady, and unmoved at thd 
general wreck of property and fortune, as far as he 
was perfonally concerned, but with a heart melting 
for the fuflcring and woes of others. He would 
have found him, in {faor^ a model of private worth, 
and -public virtue, a good citizen, a good father, and 
an exemplary faulband, accompliflied in the letters, 
in the fciences, and fine arts, well acquainted with 
tiie manners and the courts of Europe, from whence 
he has tranlplanted to his coimtiy nothing but their 
emhellifliments and virtues. I (peak of him with 
cnthuTialin, fox he really excited my admiration. He 
had 
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their converfatidn. But I was ftill moi?8 
fo with that I had in the afternoon at Mrs. 
Meredith^y General Cadwallader^ daughter : 
this was the firft time I had feen this ami-- 
able family, although the Chevalier de la 
Luzerne was very intimate with them J but 
they had onlyjuft arrived from the coun- 
try, where General Cadwallader Was ftill 
detaltied by bufinefs. It is this gentleman 
who had a duel with Mr. Chace, formerly 
a Delegate for Maryland, and feverely 
wounded him in the jaw with a piftol 
ihot. Mrs. Meredith has three or four 
fifters, or fifters-in-law. I was aftbniftied 
at the freedom and gaiety which reigned 
in this family, and regretted not having 
known them fooner. I chattered more 
particularly with Mrs. Meredith, who ap- 
peared 

had made a handfome collodion of paintings when 
in Italy, and on his travels, which were mutilated, 
and deflroyed by the ruffian hands of the European 
favages, who took pofTei&on of his houfe in Carolina. 
Translator. 
t There muft be an error in this name, but as 
the Tranflator can find no fimilitude between it, and- 
that of any of the Southern Delegates, he has inferted , 
it literally. Transiator.. 
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peared to me very amiable and Well in- 
formed. In the courfe of an hour wo 
talked of literature, poetry, romances, and 
above all, hiftory ; I found fiie knew that 
of France very well ; the comparifon be- 
tween Francis I. and Henry IV. between 
Turenne and Conde, Richelieu andMazarine, 
feemed familiar to her, and fhe made them 
with much grace, wit, and underftanding. 
Whilft I was talking with Mrs. Meredith, 
Mr. Lynch had got poffeffion of Mifs Polly 
Cadwallader, who had likewife made a 
conqueft of him, infomuch that the Che- 
valier de la Luzerne was much entertained 
at the enthufiafm with which this com- 
pany had infpired us, and the regret we 
expreffed at not having become fooner ac- 
quainted with them. It, muft be,pcknow- 
ledged, with regard to the ladies who 
compofe it, that none of them is what may 
be called handfome ; this mode of expreC- 
fion is, perhaps, a little too circuitous for 
the American women, but if they have 
wit enough to comprehend, and good 
fenfe enough to be flattered with it, their 
eulogium will be complete. 

X 3 I know 
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I know not how it happened, that fihce 
my arrival in Philadelphia, I had ijot yet 
feen Mr. PaynCy that author fo celebrated 
in America, and throughout Europe, by 
his excellent work, entitled, Common Senfe, 
and feveral other political pamphlets. Mr. 
de la Fayette and I had afked the permiffion 
of an interview for the 14th in the morn- 
ing, and we wdted on him accordingly with 
, Colonel Laurens. I difcovered, at his apart- 
ments, ' all the attributes of a man of letters ; 
a room pretty much in diforder, dufty fur- 
niture, and a large table covered with books 
lying open, and manufcripts begun. His 
perfon was in a correfpondent drefs, nor did 
his phyfiognomy belie the fpirit that reigns 
throughout his works. Our converfation 
was agreq^ble and animated, and fuch as to 
form a connexion between us, for he has 
written to me fmce my departure, and feems 
defirous- of maintaining a conftant corre- 
fpondence. His exiftence at Philadelphia is 
fimilar to that of thofe political writers in 
England, who have obtained nothing, and 
have neither credit enough in the ftate, nor 
fufEcient political weight to obtain a part 
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in the a^rs of government. Their works 
are read with more curiofity than confi- 
uence, their projefts being regarded rather 
as the play of imagination, than as well 
concerted plans, and fufficient in credit ever 
to produce any real efieft : theirs Is always 
confidered as the work of an individual, 
and not that of a party ; information may 
be drawn from them, but not confequences ; 
accordingly we obferve, that the influence 
of thefe authors is more felt in the fatirical, 
than in the dogmatical ftyle, as. it is eafter 
for them to decry other men*s opinions 
than to eftabliflj their own. This is more 
the cafe with Mr. Payne than any body ; for 
hainng formerly held a poft in government, 
he has now no connexion vnth it ; and as 
his patriotifm and his talents are imqueilion- 
able, it is natural to conclude that the vi- 
vacity of his ima^nation, and the inde- 
pendence of his character, render him more 
calculated for reafoning on affairs, than for 
conducing them.* Another literary man, 
-as . 

• Mr. Payne has fince written % very interefling '. 
pamphtet on the iinances of Ai^erica, entitled, tb* ^ 
Cri/iti an anfvrer to the Hiflory of the American .-; 
X 4 Revolutiott .T" 

■■' «ft 
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as much refpeded, though lefs celebratetl,' 
expeited qs at dinner ; this was Mr. Wilfon, ' 
whom 

Revolution by the. Abbe Raynal ; aiid feveral othec 
works, which confirm the reputatioir he fo juftly 
acquired by his firft_ produflion.' '[The author 

is inaccurate in this particular, the Crlfis was a fort of 
periodical publication, many numbers of which had 
appeared previous even to the arrival of the French 
army in America, and was adapted by Mr. Payne to 
every great houfe, or crifis of the government, whe- 
ther favourable, or unfavourable; either to urge to 
encrg)', and as a fpur againft fuplnenefs, or to give 
a countenance to misfortune, and ftimulate to 
frcfh exertions ; the fubjeit of finance was only the 
occafioniil topic of one number of the Crifis, and fo 
great was the weight of this writer, whofe fituation 
was very different indeed from that of an Englifii 
pamphleteer, however ingenious the comparifon, that 
on great emergencies, where almoft defpondency 
might be locked for, the whole continent waited with 
fufpeiife for confolatlon and council from Commetf 
S^'Kfc, his general appellation. His produflions 
were inftandy publifhed In every town, of every 
fiatc {for every town has a newfpaper), on grey, 
brown, ydlow, and black, but feldom on white pa- 
per, a very rare commodity ; the people took freflv 
courage, and, " have you read the Crifis?" was the 
fpccilic againft every political apprehenfion. In ftiort, 
npver .was a vvriter better calculated for the meridian 
under .which he wrote^ or who knew how to adapt 
Jaia;fcJ£ more happily to every circumftancc. Con- 
fidering 
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■whom I have already mentioned: his houf& 
and library are in the bell order ; he gave 
us an excellent dinner, and received us vnth 
a plain and eafy politenefs. Mrs. Wilfon 
did the honours of the table with 9II poffible 
-attention ; but we were particularly fenfible 
^o the mark of it flie gave us, by retiring- 
after the dcfert, for then the dinner af- 
fumed an air of gaiety. Mr. Peters, the mi- 
nifter at-war, gave the Tignal of joy and__ 
liberty by favouring us with a fong of his 
compofition, fo jolly and fo free, that I 
fliali difpenfe with giving either a tranfla- 
tion, or an extraft. This was really a 
very excellent fong. He then fung another 
more chafte, and more mulical ; a very fine 

fidering the wonderfulefFod of his pamphlet of Conir 
mon Senfe, known to every man in America, and 
the univerfal afcendency he had juftly acquired ovef 
the minds of the people, it is iinpofllble, in a gene- 
ral diftribution of cafes, to appreciate the ihare Mr. 
Payne had in producing this momentous revolution. 
It were the height of injuftice, and ingratitude,' to 
rob him of that fhare of glory, which if not his 
pnly, is at Icaft his nobleft rccompenfe. 

TRANStATOR.] 

Italian 
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Italian cotitabile. f Mr. Peters is, unqueftion* 
ably, the Miniiler of the two worlds, who 
bas the heft voice, and who fings the beft, 
the pathetic and the boujfm, I was told 
that the preceding year there were feme 
private conceits at Pliiladelphia, where he 
fung amongft other pieces of comic operas, 
a burlefque part in a very pleafant trio, by 
himfelf, which he feafoned with all the 
humorous ftn^es ufual on fuch occafions, 
and afforded the hlgheft amufement to the 
company, fo that this was not die time for 
feying, QtK camwt lofe a kingdom more gaily, 
but, ;/ is impoj^le to be more gay in forming 
a i^epublic. After this, conclude frrtn par- 
ticulars to generals, judge of whole nations 
by one fpecimen, and eftr»)lilh principles 
without exceptions ! 

The aflembly, or fubfcription ball, of 

which I muft give an account, may here 

be properly introduced. At Philadelphia, 

as at London, Bath, Spa, &c. there are 

places 

f So varied and univerral are the talents (tf Mr. 
Peters, and he is fo excellent a companion, that it 
is not faying too much, to add, that he would form 
tDR delight of uiy fociety in Europe. 

Translator, 
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places appropriaed for the young people 
to dance in, and where thofe whom that 
amufement does not fuit, play at difierent 
games of cards ; but at Philadelphia, games 
of commerce are alone allowed. A mana- 
ger ^ or matter of ceremonies prefides at thefc 
methodical amufements : he prefents to the 
gentlemen and ladies, dancers, billets fold- 
ed up containing each a number ; thus fate 
decides the male or female partner for 
the whole evening. All the dances are 
previoufly ' arranged, and the dancers are 
called in their turns. Thefe dances, like 
the toafts we drink at table, have fome re- 
lation to politics : one is caXXtAjhe fuccefs of 
the campaign, another, the defeat of Burgoytie, 
and a third, Qmlon's retreat. The mana- 
gers are generally chofen from amongft the 
moft diftinguiflied officers of the army; 
this important place is at prefent held by 
Colonel ^tlkinfon, who is alfo clothier ge- 
neral of the army. Colonel Mitchell, a lit- 
tie fat, fquat man, fifty years old, a great 
judge of horfes, and who was lately con- 
trador for carriages, both for the American 
and French armies, was formerly the ma- 
nager; 
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nager ; but when I faw him, he had de-. 
fcended from the magiftracy, and danced 
like a private citizen. He is faid to have 
cxercifed his office with great feverity, and 
it is told of him, that a young lady who 
was figuring in a country dance, having for- 
got her turn by converfing with a friend, he 
came up to her, and called out aloud, give 
over, Mifs, take care ivhat you are about; do 
you think you come here for your pleafure ? 

The aflembly I went ' to on leaving Mr. 
Wilfon, was the fecond of the Winter. I 
was apprized that it would be neither nu- 
merous nor brilliant, for at Philadelphia, 
as at Paris, the bed company feldom go to 
the balls before Chinftmas. On entering 
the room however, I found twenty, or five 
and twenty ladles ready for dancing. It 
was whifperddme, that having heard a great 
deal- of -the Vicomte de Noailles, and the 
Conite de Damas, they were come with the 
hopes of having them for partners; but they' 
were completely difappointed, thofe gen- 
tlemen having fct out that very moniing. 
I fhould have been difappointed alfo, had 
I expe^ed to fee pretty women. There 
. , were 
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Virere only two paflable, one of whom, cal- 
led Mifs Footman^ was rather contraband, 
that is to fay, fufpefted of not being a very 
good whig, for the tory ladies are publicly 
excluded from this aflembly. I was here 
prefented to a l-idiculous enough perfonage, 
but who plays her part in the town ; a Mifs 
Vsny^ celebrated for her coquetry, her wit, 
and her farcaftic difpofitioh : fhe is thirty, 
and does not feem on the pomt of marriage. 
In the mean time Jhe applies red, white, blue, 
and all poffible colours, affe£ts an extraordi- ' 
nary mode of dreffing her hair and perfon, 
and, a ftauncH whig in every point, ihe fets 
no bounds to her liberty. 

I intended leaving Philadelphia the 15th, 
but the Prefident of the State, who is alfo 
Prefidenf of the Academy, was fo good as to 
invite me to a meeting of that body to be 
held that day. It was the more difficult 
for me to refufe his invitation, as it was 
propofed to eie£t. me a foreign member. 
The meetings are held only once a fort- 
night, and the elections take place but once a 
year : every candidate muft be prefented and- 
recommended by a member of the acade- 
I my;' 
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my ; after which recommendation his name 
is placed up during three fucceeding fittings, 
la the hall of the academy, and the eledion 
is at length proceeded to by ballot. I had 
only heard of mine three days befofe. It 
was unanimous, which very rarely happens. 
M. -de la Fayette himfelf, who was ele^ed 
at the fame time, had one black ball againft 
him, but it was thought to have been an 
accident. Out of one and twenty candidates, 
only feven were chofen, although the others 
had been ftrongly recommended, and there 
were feveral vacancies. 

As the fittings of th^ academy did not 

begin till feven in the evening, I employed 

my morning in paying vifits, aita which I 

dined at Mr. Holker*s* with the Chevalier 

de 

* Mr. Holker, die fon of the Oievalier HoUcer, 
died a &vf montlis ago at Rouen, who being con- 
demned to die for aiding as aa officer in die Man- 
chellcr regiment, in the rebellion of 1745, made his 
efcape from prifon, and Jled to France, where he 
was tempted by the government to eftablilh the Map- 
cheAer muu^tftory; this he repeatedly refitfed, mi- 
til, from die wretched policy of Mr. . Pelhate and 
other Miniftcfs to whom he reprefented the ^offers 
held out to him, with a requeft of bis pardon, be 
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de la I;uzerne| M. de la Fayette, and all die 

French o£^cers : from thence 1 went to the 

academy, 

was driven to accent of the {HDpofals of the French 
court. England knows too well, at this hour, the 
fuccefe with whkh his endeavours have been crown- 
ed. On the arrival of the Americai. comnuffiooers 
in France, Mr. Holker was among &e 6rft, and 
moft asealous in his offers of every afllftance in Im 
jiower, and entered into the moft intimate conneftion 
with diem. In 1777 his Ton was lent to Paris tobe 
Dcaf Dr. Franldin, and had many opportunities tC 
rendering effcntial fervices,' In 1778 he went out 
to America with Monfieur Gerard the firft Frencb 
AndiaJIador, in D'Eftung's fquadron, as ConTul 
Qeneral of France. He had not been long jn dw 
country before he entered into very advantageoos 
commercial (peculations, jointly with his Other's 
countryman, Mr. Robert Morris, and by means <tf 
his Situation as Conful, had many opportunitiet of 
{hipping flour^ &c. under permiffions for the French 
fleets in die time of a general and ftri^t embargo ; 
be fpeculated largely too in paper money, with 
'which he purchafed, for almoft nothing, a very hand- 
fome houTe at Philadelphia, and an elegant country 
faoufe and eftate a few miles &om that city, Mr. 
Holker di^yed, during the whole war, a tafte and 
luxury hitherto ftiangers in America; his houfe was 
the refart of aH the firft people on the Condnent^ 
and after die arrival of die French army, of all their 
officers of diftin&ion. The French court however, 
ca Ibme reprercntations of the Chevalier de la 
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academy, accoiftpaiiie<i by M. Marbois, a 
member of that body^ as well as M. de la 
Luzerne, 

Luzeme, thought fit to prohibit their Cotifuls from 
all private commerce, a wife regulation univer- 
fally eAabliflicd by them j and Mr. Holker prefer- 
ring the advantages of trade^ to thofe of his office, 
resigned the latter, about the beginning of 1781, 
which for fome time occafioned a coolnefs between 
the Minifter and him ; he had likewife a difTercnce 
widi Mr. Morris on fettling their accounts to a veiy 
large amount, which has detained him in America^ 
fmce the peace ; but if I am rightly informed, it is at 
length terminated. In 1 777, I fupped with' Mr. 
Deane, thtn a ftrenuous friend to his country, on his 
return from Havre de Grace ; where he told me, that 
on giving the ufual toalls of "the Congrefs," &c. 
after dinner, the old gentleman could not forbear 
reflet^ng on the mutability of human affairs, and that 
he who was an exile, and had nearly fuffered death 
for his zealous attachment to the caufe of arbitrary 
monarchy, fhould now be as ardent in his wifhes 
for ,the fuccefs of the moft pure democracy that had 
ever been propofed to , human underilandiiig. ' And 
in fu£t this is more Ibiking, as the moft ftrenuoiis 
fupporters of the American, war were foimd in Scot- 
land) and his native town of Manchefter ; in the 
very feat, and fourees of "rebellion againft liberty ) 
in the pcrfons of the very a£tor£, in the attempt to 
overthrow the Englilh conftitution, and dethrone 
the BrunfvvJck family, Translator.. 
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Luzerne, who having other biifinefs, ex- 
tufed himfelf from' attending me, but left 
Hie in Very good hands; Mr. Marbois 
unites to all political and focial qualities, 
a great deal of literature^ and a perfe£t 
knowledge of the Englilh .language. The 
alTembly cohfifted of only fourteen or fifteen 
perfons ; the Prefident of the college per- 
formed the oiBce of Secretary. A memoir 
Was read on a firtgular plant, a native 'of the 
country'; the Secretary then gave an ac- 
count of correfpondence, and read a letter, 
the objcfS: of which was, for the academy of 
Philadelphia to aflbciate with, or rather 
adopt fcveral learned focieties which are 
forming in each State; This projeiS: tend- 
ed to make of this acadiemy a fort of literary 
congrefs, with which the par'ticulstr legifla- 
tures fliould kefep k correfpondence, but 
it was not thought proper to adopt this 
idea ; the members feeming to be airaid of 
the trouble infeparable from all thefe adop- 
tions, and the academy not wifliing to make 
the following liiies of Racine's j^thalie ap- 
plicable to themi 

Vol. L Y Vo^ 
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Z)'0^ lui viement de torn c6tes 

Ces enfans qu'enfon Jeih el/e rCa fas forth ! 

I returned as foon as poiEble to the Che- 
valier de la Luzerne's, to have a ftill further 
enjoyment of that fociety which had con- 
ilituted my happinefs for the laft fortnight i 
for it is unqueftionably a very great one, to 
live with a man whofe amiable and mild 
charaf^er never varies on ziny occafion ; 
whofe converfation is agreeable and inflnic- 
tive, and whofe eafy_ and anafie&ed poUtc 
nefs is the genuine expreffion of the beft 
difpofition. But however allowable it may 
be to declare one's own fentiments, when 
dilated by juftice and gratitude, there is 
always a fort of perfonality in regarding 
public men only as they refpeft their con- 
nexions with ourfelves : it is to the King's 
MiniHer, in America ; it is to a man who 
moft ably iills a moft important poll, that 
I owe my teftimony and my praifes. I 
ihall fay, without fear of contradiction, that 
the Chevalier de la Luzerne is fo formed 
for the ftation he occupies, that one would 
be led to imagine no other could fill it but 
himfelf; 
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iilmfelf; noble in his expettcea, like the 
Ininifter of a great monarchy, but as plain 
in his manners as a republican, he is equally 
proper to reprefent the King with Congrefs, 
or the Congrefs with the King. He loves 
the Americans, and his own inclination at- 
taches him to the duties of his adminiftra- 
tion; he has accordingly obtained theit 
confidence, both as a private And a pul>* 
lie man; but in both thefe refpefla he is 
equally inacceffible to the fpirit of party, 
which reigns but loo much around him : 
whence it refults, that he is anxioufly 
courted by all parties, and that by efpouf- - 
ing none, he manages them alL 

It was the 1 6th of December that I quit- 
ted the excellent winter quarters I had with 
bim, and turned my face towards the north, 
to feek after the traces of General Gates 
and General Burgoyne,amidft heaps of fnow. 
1 had fent forward my horfes to Briftol, 
■where I was conveyed in a carriage which 
the Chevalier de la Luzerne was fo Hnd as 
to lend me. By this means I arrived there 
time enoi^h to reach Piincfr-Towtt that 
night, but not before it was dark, leaving 
behind me fome of my fervants and horfes. 
Y2 The 
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The detail of my daily occupations hav- 
ing prevented me from giving a general 
idea of Philadelphia, I muft, on quitting 
it, take a retrofpeftive view, and confrder 
at once its prefent ftate and the deftiny 
which feems to await if. In obferving its 
geographical fituation, we may readily ad- 
mit that Penn proceeded upon rio erroneous 
idea, when Tie conceived his plan of maiking 
it one day the capital of America. Two 
laige rivers, * which take their rife in the 
neighbourhood of Lake Ontario^ convey to 
it the riches of all the interior parts of 
the country, and at length, by their junc- 
tion confiderably higher up, form a mag- 
nificent port at this city. This port' Is 
at once far enough from the fsa to fhelter 
it from every infult ; and fo near, as to 
render it as eafy of accefs as if fituated od 
the fhore of the ocean; The Schuylkill, 
which runs to the weft of Philadelphia, 
and 

* The two branches of the Delaw^l-e ioHn tyo 
confidcrable rivers, the fources of which are diftant 
fevera'l mfles from each' other, but they are only i\(- 
tinguiJhed by the names of the Eaftitr. and tVeJleftt 
Branthts. 
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and nearly parallel with the Delaware, is 
rather ornamental than ufeful to this city 
and Its commerce. This river, though 
wide and beautiful near its conflux, is not 
navigable for boats, on account of its mal- 
low and rocky bed. -Philadelphia, placed 
between ihefe two rivers, on a neck of land 
only three miles broad, ought to fill up 
this fpace, but commerce has given it 
another turn. The regular plan of William 
Penn has been followed, but the buildings 
are along the Delaware, for the convenience 
of being near tjie warehoufes and Ihipping. 
Front-ftreety which is parallel with the 
river, is - near three miles long, out of 
which open upwards of two hundred 
quays, forming fo many views terminated 
by ve0els of different lizes.* I could eafily 
Y 3 form 

* The author: has by no means given an adequate 
idea of Philadelphia, which, however, has fo bften 
been defcribed as to render it |efs neceffaryj but as 
he names only one ftreet extending along the river, 
it may be proper to obferve, that parallel with Front- 
ftreet, are jeconl, third, fourth, fifth and fixth ftreets ; 
thefe are interfered at right angles by Arch ftreet, 
Sftf/^ ftreet, j^arM ftreet, &c. &c. the latter, which 
js of a great breadth, and length, and cuts the centre 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



326 T ?: A V EL S I N 

form an idea of the commerce of PhjJa- 
delphia, from feeing above three hundred 
veflels in the harbour, though the Englifh 
had not left a fmgle bark in it in 1778. 
Two years tranquillity, and, above all, the 
diverfion made by our fquadron at Rhode 
Ifland, have fufficed to colled this great 
number 

of the citjf, would be one of the fineft ftreets in the 
world, were it not for the market fituated in the mlddls 
of it ( but the upper part is occufHcd by the houfes of 
opulent citizens, and will in time become truly noble. 
It may be added, that fo far from the buildings follow- 
ing the river, dicy are extended rapidly towards the 
common, where many new ftreets were marked out 
and begun in 1782 i and it may ia&ly be predi^ei^ 
that if the trade of Philadelphia continue to flouriftt, 
the plan of William Penn will be accomplifhed, judg- 
ing from the very rapid progrefs of the paft, at no 
very diftant period, and the ground be covered with, 
perhaps, the nobleft of moderu cities, extending from 
the Delaware to the Schuylkill. This will be ac- 
celerated too, by the fale of (he common, which 
was taken by the AlTcmbly from the proprietor, 
Mr- John Penn, at the beginning of the revolution ; 
wiih the reft of the proprietary eftate, in confideration 
of a certun fum, and difpofed of in lots to ibe heft 
liidders. 

TSAMSLATOR. 
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number of veffels, the fuccefs of which 
in privateering, as well as in trade, have 
filled the warehoufes with goods, infomuch 
that purchafers alone are wanting. The 
wifdom of the legiflative council, however, 
has not correfponded with the advantages 
laviihed by Nature. Pennfylvania is very 
fer from being the beft governed of the 
United States- Expofed, more than others, 
to the convulfions of credit, and to the 
manoeuvres of fpeculation, the inftability 
of the public wealth has operated on the 
legiflation itfelf. An attempt was made to 
fix the value of the paper currency, but 
commodities augmented in price, in pro-, 
portion as money loft Its value ; a refolution 
was then taken to fix the price alfo of com- 
modities which almoll produced a famine. 
A more recent error of the government, 
was the law prohibiting the export^tiQi^ of 
corn. The objeft they had in view, was 
on one hand to fupply the American army 
at a cheaper rate, and on the other, to put 
a flop to the contraband trade between 
Philadelphia and New York ; the ruin of 
the ianuers and the ftate was the refult, 
y 4 which. 
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which could no longer obtain payment of' 
the taxes. This law is juft repealed, fo 
that I hope agriculture will refume its vi- 
gour, and commerce receive an increafe. 
Corn fent to the army will be fomething 
dearer, but there will be mgre money to 
pay for it ; and ftiould there be fome fmug- 
gling with New York, Englilh money will 
circulate araongft their enemies.* 

It 

• The votes of the Houfe of Commons, and the 
account of MelSeurs Drummond and Hartey, will 
ihew the immenfe fums, in Portugal -and Spanifli 
gold alone, fent to America ; thefe, as well as Eng- 
lilh guineas, found their way, towards the middle period 
of the war, in great abundance into the American par^ 
of the continent, where diey circulated in a variety 
of mutilated forms i the moldores, and fi^-and-tbiities, 
had ail of them holes punched in them, or were 
otherwife diminifhed at New York, before they were ■ 
fufFered to pafs the lines ; from whence they ob- 
tained the name of RahertforCi-, in the rehfl country ; 
but the profits, if any, of that commander, on this 
new edition of the coin, remain a fecret. — In the 
country, almofl ail the fpecie of every denomination 
was cut by individuals, and appeared under, the forms 
pf half, quarter, and eightli parts, the latter of which 
received the nam? of flsarp. fl'ins ; by this arbitrary di- 
Vifion of the money, which was never weighed, great 
fram^is ^vjrc ineyitable. 

TransiatoRi 
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It were greatly to be ■wiHied that paper 
might at length obtain an eftabliihed credit, . 
no matter what value ; for it fignifies little 
whether the price of a. fheep be reprefeiited 
by one hundred and fifty paper dollars, or 
two dollars in fpeeie. This depreciation of 
the paper is not felt in thcfe places where 
it remains the fame j but Philadelphia is, 
fo to fpeakj the great fink, wi^erein all the 
fpeculations of America terminate, and arc 
confounded together. Since the capture of 
Charles Town, many of the inhabitants of 
Carolina haftily fold their eftates and crops, 
and having only been paid in paper, they 
brought this article with them to Phila- 
delphia already overftocked with it.* The 
Quakers 

• The wonderful refources derived in the com- 
mencement from this paper money, its extraordinary 
depreciation, and total difappearance without pro- 
ducing any great Ihock or convulfion in an infant 
country, ftruggling wirfia complication of difficul- 
ties, will certainly form an epocha in the general 
hiftory of finances, as wsl! as in that of this great 
revolution. . I faw hundreds of mlUions of paper dot- , 
lars piled up, effaced in the office of Coijgrefs at 
Philadelphia, which, never pofleffing any real value,- 
Jiad ferved all the purpofes of a difncuU, and uncom- 
monly expcnfive war, and were now quietly lai*( 
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Quakers and Tories, on the other hanJ^ 

with which this province abounds, two 

claifes 



afide, with fcarce a murmur on die put of dift 
public i the variety of the depreciation, at different 
periods, and in different parts of the Continent, whiUt 
it gave rife to great temporary abufes, had been 
fo divided, and balanced, by alternate proAt and lofs 
- amongtl all dalles of citizens, that on calling up the 
account, ibme very unibitunate cafes excepted, it fecms 
to have operated only as a general tax on tiie public ; and 
the univer&) joy on its annihilation, mth the fatisfac- 
tory refleflion on the neceffity under which it was iffucd 
in the critical moment of danger, feemed to conciliate 
all minds, to a total oblivion of its partial mifcbicf^ 
Here and there great fortunes are to be fe«>, reared upon 
its now vifionary bafis, and families reduced from 
opulence to mediocrity by means of this deftru£Uve 
medrum i but thefe inftances are by no means fo frequent 
a* they have been re{»%fented in Europe, and were 
often the refult of ill-judged, but avaricious fpecu- 
htions; but I repeat it, that the continued ufc, the 
genera! circulation, the aftonilhing depreciation, and 
total deftrudlion of fuch an immenfe imaginary pro- 
perty, will always exhibit a i^xosnomenoii iniinitely 
more ftrikJng, than that a few, or even a great number 
of individuals (bould have fuffercd, as muft always be 
the cafe in every civil commotion. The feit is unparal-. 
leled, and will probably {land fmgle in the aiuials of 
llic world. Transiatok. 
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clafles of men equally dangerous, one from 
their timidity, and the other from their 
bad intentions, are inceffantly labouring tQ . 
fecure their fortune ; they lavifh the paper 
for a little gold or filver, to enable them 
to remove wherever they may think them- 
felves in fafety ; from ihefe reafons, the paper 
money is more and more decried, not only 
becaufe it is too common, but becaufe gold 
and filver are extremely fcarce, and difficult 
to be obtained. 

In the midft of thefe convulfions the 
government is without force, nor can it 
be otherwife. A popular government can 
never have any, whilft the people are un- 
fteady, and fluctuating in their opinions ; 
for then the leaders rather feek to pleafe, 
than ferve them ; obliged to gain their con- 
fidence before they merit it, they are more 
inclined to flatter, than Inftrudl them, and 
fearing to lofe the favour they have ac- 
quired, they finifh by becoming the flaves 
of the multitude whom they pretended to' 
govern. Mr. Franklin has been .blamed 
for giving too democratical a government 
|o his country, but they who cenfure him 
3 do 
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do not re8e£t that the firll ftep was to make 
her renounce monarchical government, and 
that it was neceflary to employ a fort of 
fedudtion in order to conduct a timid and 
avaricious people to independence, who 
were beiides fo divided in their opinions, 
that the republican party was fcarcely ftron- 
ger than the other. Under thefe circumT 
ftances he a£ted like Sokn ; he has not 
given the beft poilible laws to Pennfylvania, 
but the beft of which the country was fuf- 
ceptible. Time will produce perfection : 
in pleading to recover an eftate, the firft 
objeQ: is to obtain pofleffion, the reft follows 
of courfe,* 

Philadelphia 

* The author might have added, in corroboration of 

his argument, that the conftitution of Pennfylvaniais, 
for this rcafon, only a conftitution of experiment, from 
fevcn years to fcvcn years, in which it is exprefsly re- 
ferved to a Ceunctl of Ctnfiriy to revife the paft opera- 
tions of government, tojudge of the cfFefts produced from 
it as then conftituted, and to call igenerai convenlisnej'the 
fcapk, for the purpofe of amending the deficient parts, 
and of corrciting its exuberancies and vices. It is a 
glorious experiment, worthy the philanthropic heart, 
'and the enlightened underftanding of Doctor FraHKt 
LIN. — ^i^dfelixf faiiftumquffit ! Translator. 
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Philadelphia contains about forty thou- 
fand inhabitants. The ftreets are large and 
tegular, and interfed each other at right 
ingles. There are footways here, as in 
London, for the paflengers. This city 
has- every ufeful eftablifliment, fuch as 
hofpitala, workhoufes, houfes of corredion, 
&c. but it is 10 deficient in an eflential arti- 
cle of comfort and enjoyment, that there 
IS not a fingle public walk.* The reafon ^ 
of this is, that hitherto every thing con- 
cerning the police, and particular goverfi- 
ment of the city has been in the hands of 
• the 

* The city of Philadelphia is not only at prelent 
deflitute of public walks, but, in fummer, the heat 
renders walking in the ftreets in»lerably inconvenient j 
ihe houfes and footpaths being generally of brick, are 
not even cooled until fome hours after funfeti This 
extreme heat^ and the abundance of excellent water, 
with which Philadelphia is fupplied, occalion many 
accidents among the lower elafs of people^ for it is no 
uncommon thing to fee » labourer, after quenching his 
thirft at a pump, drop down dead upon the fppt, nor can 
the numerous examples of this kind every fummer pre- 
vent them from frequently occurring ; but it is to be 
obferved, that if the heat be intenfe, the water is 
uncommonly cold. Translator. 
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the Quakers, and thefe feftaries conJidef 
every fpecies of pwvate or public amufe- 
ment as a tranfgreffion of their law, iand as 
a fomp of Satan. Fortunately, the little 
' Yeal (to fay no more) they have flifplayed 
on the prefent crifis, has made them Idfe 
their credit. This revolution comes very 
opportunely^ at a time when ihd public 
has derived every benefit from them they 
Could expeft ; the walls of the hdufe are 
iinifhed, it is time to call in the carpenters 
and upholfterers. 

It is time alfo for me to retxmi to Prince 
Town, to continue my journey to Albany^ 
by New "Windfor, General Wafliington'S 
head quarters, I intended fetting out early 
on the 17th; it was neceffary, in fad, td 
be aiert, that I might reach Morris Town, 
but my baggage horfe not being able to pafe 
the Delaware, at the fame time with my^ 
felf, I left one of my people to wait for, 
arid c'onduS: him. It fo happened that 
neither the fervant I was waitihg for, no^ 
the other arrived. One of thfe fervanta 
was an Irifhman, the other a German, 
both. newly entered into my fervice. As 
foon 
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foon ^ I faw the morning of the 17th 
approach, without their making their ai>- 
pearance, the neighbourhood of New York 
began to give me fome uneafmefs. I was 
apprehenfive they might have taken that 
road with my little baggage, and I was 
already making difpofitions to purfue them, 
when, to my great fatisfaflion, I faw the 
head of my baggage column appear, that 
is, one of the three horfes which were left 
behind, the reminder following foon after.* 
To 

• After Sir Guy Carleton's arrival at New- York 
with the rote of Parliament to difcontinue ofFenfive 
war, the Tranflator, vho was travelling to the north- 
Ward, and meant to call on General WaQiington 
then in camp at Verplanks Point, on the North Ri- 
ver, thoiigbl he might with fafety take the lowef 
road by Bnurfwick and Elizabedi-Town j but he 
had not been an hour in bed, before he and his 
companion, a furg;eon in the American army, were 
alarmed by a fcattering fire of mufquetry. Before 
they had time to drefs themfelves, and take their 
piftolS) the landlord entered tbcir apartment, and in^ 
formed tiiem, that a party from Staten I Hand was 
marching towards the town, and advifed them to 
malce their efcape; with much difficulty they got 
th«r horfes out of the ttable, hid their baggage in 
die church-yard, and hearing (he Engtitb officer 
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To pafs the time, hbwerer, I entered 
into coaverfation with my landlord. Colonel 

order his men to form at the end of the town, tliey 
took different roads, leaving their fervants, who were, 
6ne a Scotch prifoner to the Americans, the other 
an Englifh deferter, and whofe conduct appeared 
very fufpicious, to taice care of themfclves, and the 
horles iliey rode on. The Tranflator, who follow^ 
ed the great road to Newark, was mounted on a 
White horfe, which made him a good object, and had 
leveral (hot fired at him, but the ground rifing, and 
his horfe going at full gallop, the balls luckily fell 
Cbort. After endeavouring to roufe the country, but 
without being able to collet a fufficient force, he 
took flielter at an honefl carpenter's^ about a mile 
from the town, wh^re he remained till a little before 
daybreak, when concluding from the goieral filencej 
that the party had retired, he returned, and went to 
fearch for his baggage in the church-yard, for which 
however he fought in vain, r«d his anxiety was not a 
little increafed on not finding his other horfe in the 
liable, nor feeing either of the ferrants. But from 
which he was foon relieved by his friend, who had 
watched the firft moment of the enemy's departure-, 
ordered the baggage up into his room^ snd afliircd 
him that the fervants had conducted themfelves with 
the greateft fidelity. Hts alarm was^ it feems, much 
greater than that of the Tranllator, as General 
Wafliington had .declared publicly in orders, that 
any officer of his army, token near the lines, .unlefs 
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Howard, who is a tery good man, ahd with 
his fdn the Captain, a great taUcer, and a 
genuine Captain, He recounted to me with 
many geilures, oaths, and imprecations all 
his feats of prowefe in the war ; efpecially 
,at the affair of Prince-Town, where he 
ferved as a lieutenant of militia in his 
father's regiment ; and indeed the aftion he 
boafted of would have merited an eulo^um, 
had he related it with fimplicity. We may 
recolleft that after beating the Englifli, Ge- 
neral Walhington continued his route to- 
on duty, Jhould bs the laft exchanged. The Tranf- 
lator imagines the party to have been Refugees from 
Staten lAand, who, from their feparate inftitutioii 
under the direction of « Boani, not uilfrequently feC 
at defiance the orders <^ the Commander in Chief; a 
remarkable inftance of which occurred to the cafe of 
Captain Huddy, whom they obtained, under Jalfe pre- 
tences, from the guard-houfe, where he was a pri- 
foner, and murdered without either fcruplc or appre- 
hcnfion. All Eurc^ knows the confcquence, in 
the imminent danger of Captain jf/gill', and all Ame- 
rica faw with fliame and indignation the Englifl) Ge- 
neral unable to enforce difcipline in his own army, 
and flirinking under the apprehenfions of irritating 
Governor Franklin, and his envenomed board of 
Loyalifts. Translator. 

, Vol,. I 2 wards 
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wards Middlebrook. An American officer, 
who had his leg broke by a mufquet ball, 
was dragged into a houfe, where the En- 
gUIh fooner or later muft have found him: 
young Howard, and fome foldiers as well 
difpofed as himfelf, fet out at night from 
Middlebrook, took a circuitous road, ar- 
rived at the houfe, found the officer, took 
him on their fhoulders and carried him to 
their quarters. During the remainder of 
the winter, the Jerfey militia were conftant- 
ly under arms to reftrain the Englifii, who 
occupied Elizabeth-Town and Brunfwick. 
It was a fort of continual chacc, to which 
Lieutenant Howard one day led his little 
brother, a boy of fifteen, and who was 
lucky enough to begin his career by killing 
a Heffian grenadier ; as ihefe ftories were 
very tedious, I Ihal! drop them here, for 
fear of not improving on the narration : I 
muH mention however the manner in which 
my Captain entered into the fervice, as it 
will ferve to difcoverthe fpirit which reign- 
ed in America at the beginning of the pre- 
fent revolution. He, was apprentice to a 
batter at the time of the afiair of Lexing- 
' 3 to°» 
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ton, and the blockade of Bofton ; three of 
his companions and himfelf fet out one 
morning from Philadelphia with four dol- 
lars amongft them in tfaeir podKts: they 
travelled four hundred miles on foot to join 
the army, in which they ferved as volun- 
teers the remainder of the campaign ; from 
thence they fet out with Arnold on his expe- 
dition to Canada, and did not return home 
till the theatre of war was removed into 
their own country. 

Eleven o'dock had ftruck before I could 
rally the horfes in my train, and begin my 
march ; I abandoned therefore the plan of 
fleeping at Morris-Town, and determined 
to flop at Bc^enridge^ eight miles nearer 
Prince-Town. I firft left the Millftone on 
the right, then croffed it twice before I 
reached the Rariton, which I pafled at the 
fame place as in my journey to Philadel- 
phia. ' Three miles from thence I wa& told 
to take a road to the right, which leads 
into the woods, and over the fummit of the 
Hills ; this route was opened for the army, 
during the winter quarters of 1 778-9 ; it 
appeare to have been made with care, and is 
Za ftiU 
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ftill paflable ; but after fome time, daylight 
failing me, I loft myfelf, and went a mile 
or two out of my way. Luckily for me, I 
found a hut inhabited by fome new fettlers j 
there I got a guide who condudted me to 
Bafkenridge, where I arrived at feven o'clock, 
and alighted at BuIJion^s Covertly got toler- 
able lodgings, with the beft people in the 
world. Our fupper was very good : bread 
only was wanting ; but, inquiring of us 
what fort we liked, in an hour's time we 
had fuch as We defired. This will appear 
lefs extraordinary, on being toM that in 
Ameriiia, little cakes, which are eafily 
kneaded and baked in half an hour, are often 
fubftituted for bread. Poffibly one would 
foon tire of them, but they fuited my tafte 
extremely well. - Mr. Bullion had two 
white fervants, ' one a man about fifty, 
the other a woman, younger, with a toler- 
able good face ; I had the ciuiofity to in- 
quire what Wages he gave them, and was 
told that the man earned half a crown a day, 
and the woman Jix Iftillings a week, or ten 
pence a day. If we pay attention to the cir- 
cumftapce, that thefe fervants are lodged and 
fed. 
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fed, and have no expences, we may fee that 
it is eafy for them very fhortly to acquire a 
piece of ground, and to form fuch a fettle-r 
ment as I have defcribed. 

The 18th I fet out at eight in the morn- 
ing, and made only one ftage to Pompton ; 
which is fix-and-thirty miles, without bait- 
ing my horfes or flopping, except for a 
quarter of an hour to pay a vifit to General 
Wayne, whofe quarters were on the main 
road. He was poffed to cover the Jerfeys, 
and had under his orders the fame Pennfyl- 
vania line which revolted a fortnight after. 
I again faw with pleafure the environs of 
Morris-Town, which are agreeable and well 
cultivated ; but after paffing the Rockaway^ 
and approaching Pompton, I was aftonifhed 
at the degree of perfefl:ion to which agri- 
culture is carried, and particularly admired 
the farms of Meflieurs MandevilU, They 
are the fons of a Dutchman, who firft clear- 
ed the ground from which they now reap 
fuch rich harvefts. Their domains join 
each other. . In each of them th^ manor is 
very fimple and fmall, the bams alone are 
, lofty and fpacious. Always fdthful to their 
Z 3 national 
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national oeconomy, they cultivate, reap, and 
fell, without augmenting either their houfes 
or their enjoyments ; content with living in 
a corner of their farm, and with being only 
the fpedlators of their own wealth. By 
the fide of thefe old farms we fee new fet- 
tlements forming, and have more and more 
reafon to be convinced, that if the war ha^ 
retarded the progrefs of agriculture and po- 
pulation, it has not entirely fufpended them. 
The^night, which furprifed me on my jour- 
ney, deprived me of the beautiful profpeft 
this country would have continued to af- 
ford. Being very dark, it was not with- 
out di£GcoIty I pafled two or three rivulets, 
on very fmall bridges, and got to Court- 
heath's Tavern. This Inn is lately eftablifh- 
ed, and kept by young people without for- 
tune, confequently the beft parts of the fur- 
niture are the owner and his family. Mr. 
Courtheath is a young man of four-and-twen- 
ty, who was formerly a travelling dealer in 
ftufFs, toys, &c. The depreciation of pa- 
per money, or perhaps his own imprudence, 
fo far ruined him as to oblige him to leave 
bis houie at Morris-Town, and let up a 
tavern 
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tavern in this out of the way place, where 
nothing but the neighbourhood of the army 
can procure him a few cuftomers. He has 
two handfome fiftere, well drefled girls, who 
wjut on travellers wiih grace and coquetry. 
Their brother fays, he will marry them to 
feme fat, clumfy Dutchmen, and that as for 
himfelf, as foon as he has got a little 
money, he fhall refume his commerce, and 
travel about as formerly. On entering the 
parlour, where thefe young women fit, when 
there are no ftrangere, I found on a great . 
table, Miltoni Addtfon^ Richard/on, and fe- 

4 veral other works of that kind. The eel- 
Jar was not fo well ftored as the library, for 

, th^e was neither wine, cyder, nor rum ; 
nothing in fliort but fome vile cyder-brandy, 
with which I muft make grog. The bill 
theyprefented me the next morning amount- 
ed ncverthelefs to fixteen dollars.* I ob- 
Z4 . ferved 

• Travelling in America was wonderfully expen- 
fjve during the war, even after the abolition of paper 
money, and when all payments were made in fpecky 
you could not remain at an inn, even the' moft in- 
different, one night, with a fervant and two horfcs, 
living in the moft moderate way, under from jive to 
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ferved to Mr. Courtheath, that if he made 
one pay for being waited on by his pretty 
fillers, it was by. much too Httle ; but if 
only for lodgings and fupper, it was a great 
deal. He feemed a little afhamed at having 
charged 

el^ht dollars. At Grant's Tavern ^t Baltimore, 
where the trandator ftaid fome days, with only one 
horfe and no fervant, though he dther dined or 
fupped out every day, he never efcaped for lefs than 
fiue dollars.— I cannot here avoid relating the plea- 
fant manner in which otic Bell, a flireyvd Scotch 
bookfeller apd ^uftioneer of Philadelphia, paid h^S 
bills in travelling .through the country. I had given 
him an Irifh copy of Sheridan's School for Scandal, 
with the prologue and epilogue taken from Dodfley's 
Annual Regif^er, which he reprinted, and feld for a 
^Uar. In travelling through Vifginia fome months 
after, I was furprifed to fee in many of the inns, 
even in the moft remote parts of the country, this 
celebrated comedy; and, upon inquiry, found that 
Mr. Bell, who travelled with his family in a covered 
fiart, had pafled in his w^ to the Springs, (the Har- 
rogate, or Matlock of America) and fuccefsfully cir- 
culated in payment this new Ipecies of paper cur- 
rency j for, as he obiervedj "Who woiild not prefer 
Sheridan's Sterling, to the counterfeit creations of 
Congrefs, or even of Koheit Morris?" Nor was any 
^epreeiat'wn attempted, where the intrinfic value was 
fo uncquivocJly ftsmped with the chara&er of wit 
ftnd freedom. ' ■ ' ' ' Translatoii, 
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^arged too high, and ofiered to make a 
pretty confiderable abatement, which I re- 
fuled, content with having fhewn him, that 
though a foreigner, I was no ftranger to the 
price of articles, and fatisfied with the ex- 
cufe he made me, that being himfelf a 
ftranger and without property in the coun- 
try, he was obliged to purchafe every thing. 
I learnt, on this occafion, that he hired the 
inn he kept, as well as a large barn which 
fcrved for a ftable, and a garden' of two or 
three acres, for eighty-four bufliels of corn 
a year : in faft, the depreciation of paper has 
compelled people to this manner of making 
bargains, which is perhaps the beft of all, 
but is uaqueftionably an efledual remedy to 
the prefent diforder. 

At eight o'clock I took leave of my land- 
lord and young landladies, to . penetrate 
through the woods by a road with which no- 
body was v^ry well acquainted. The country 
I was to pafs through, called the Clovey is 
extremely wild, and was fcarcely known be- 
-fore the war : it is a fort of valley, or gorge, 
fituated to the weftward of the high moun- 
tans between New Windfor and King's 
Ferry, 
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Ferry, and at the foot of which are Weft- 
Point and Stoney-Polnt, and the principal 
forts which defend • the river. In times 
when the river is not navigable, on account 
of ice, or contrary winds, it is neceflary 
to have communication by land between the 
States of New- York and the Jerfeys, be- 
tween New-Windfor and Morris-Town. 
This communication traverfmg the Clove, 
when General Green was Quarter Mafter 
General, he opened a road for the convoys 
of provifions and the artillery. This was 
the road I took, leaving on my right the 
Roxaopog road, and afcending by that which 
comes from Ringwood. Ringwood is only 
a hamlet of feven or eight houfes, formed 
by Mrs. Erjkine's manor and the forges, 
which are profitable to her. I had been 
told that I Ihould find there all forts of 
conveniencies, whether in point- of lodgings, 
if I chofe to flop, or in procuring every 
information I might ftand in need of. As 
it was early in the day, and I had travelled 
but twelve miles, I alighted at Mrs. Erf- 
kine's, only to defire her to point out t$ me 
fome inn where I might fleep, or to recom- 
mend 
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mend me to fome hofp'itable quarters. I 
entered a very handfome houfe where every 
body was in mourning, Mr. Erfkine being 
dead two months before. Mrs. Erfkine, 
his widow, is about forty, and did not ap- 
pear the lefs frefii or tranquil for her mif- 
fortune. She had with her one of her ne- 
phews, and 'Mr. John Felly a member of 
Congrefs. They gave me all the necef- 
fary information, and after drinking a glafs 
of Madeira, according to the cuftom of the 
country, which will not allow you to leave 
a houfe without tailing fomething, I got on 
horfeback, and penetrated afrefh into the 
■woods, mounting and defcending very high 
mountains, until I foimd myfelf on the bor- 
ders of a lake, fo folitary and concealed, 
that it is only vifible through the trees with 
which it is furrounded. The declivities 
which form its banks are fo fteep, that if a 
deer made a falfe ftep on the top of the moun- 
tain, he would infallibly roU into the lake, 
without being able to rife up. This lake, 
which is not marked upon the charts, and 
is called Duck Sidery is about three miles 
long and two wide, I was now in the 
wildeft 
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wildeft and moft defert country I had yet 
pafled through ; my imagination was aheady 
enjoying this folitude, and my eyes were 
fearching through the woods for fome ex^ 
traordinary 'animals, fuch as elks or caribous 
(luppofed to be the fame as the rein deer) 
when I perceived, in an open fpot, a quad- 
ruped which feemed very large. I ftarted 
with joy, and was advancing flowly, but 
on a nearer obfervation of the monfter of 
the defert, to my great regret I difcovered 
it to be a horfe peaceably browfing the grafs; 
and the openhig, no other than a field be- 
longing to a new fettlement. On advanc- 
ing a fefr fteps farther, I met. two children 
of eight or ten years old, returning quietly , 
from fchool, carrying under their arms a 
iittle baficet, and a large hook. Thus was 
r obliged to lay afide all the ideas of a poet 
or a fportfman, to admire this new country, 
where one cannot travel four miles without 
finding a dwelling, nor find one which is 
not within reach of every poffible fuccour, 
as well in the natural as in the moral order. 
Thefe reflections, and the fine weather we 
had all the afternoon, made the end of my 
day's 
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diy's joiimey very agreeable. At the be* 
ginning of the night, I arrived at the hduie 
- of Mr. Smithy who formerly kept an inn, 
though at prefent he lodges only his friends ; 
but as I had not the honour to be of that 
number, I was obliged tO' go a little further, 
to Herns Tavern, a very indifferent houfe> 
■where I fupped and flept. I left it the 1 9th, 
as early as pofllble; having ftill twelve 
miles to New-Windfor, and intending to 
flay only one night, I was anxious to pafs at 
leaft the greateft part of the day with Gene- 
ral Wafhington. I met him two miles from 
New-Windfor ; he was in his carriage with 
Mrs. Wafhington, going dn a vifit to Mrs. 
Knox, whofe quarters were a mile farther 
on, near the artillery barracks. They 
wiftied to return with me, but I begged 
them to continue their way. The Gene- 
ral gave me one of his Aides de Camp, 
(Colonel Humphreys) * to conduft me to 
his 

• He is at prerent Secretary of the Emba/Ty to the 
court of France. This brave and excellent foldier 
is at the fame time a poet of great talents : he is the 
author of a poem addrefled to dte American army, 
a work recently known in England, where, in fpight 

of 
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his houfe, aflured me that he fhould not be 
long in joining me, and he returned accord- 
ingly in half an hour. I faw him again 
with the fame pleafure, but with a different 
fentiment from what he had infpired me 
with at our firft interview. I felt that in- 
ternal fatisfaftion, in which felf-Iove has 
fome Ihare, but which we always experience 
in finding ourfelves in an intimacy already 
formed, in real fociety with a man we have 
long admired without being able to ap- 
proach him. It then feems as if this great 
man more peculiarly belongs to us than to 
the reft of mankind : heretofore we: defired 



of the national jealoufy, and the affection of depre- 
ciating every thing American, it has had iuch fuc- 
cefs, as to have been rcveral times publicly read in 

the manner of the ancients [The Marquis de 

Chafteilux may be aflured that it is not by that part 
of the Engliffi nation who are "jealous of America, 
and who afFe<a to depreciate every thing American," 
that the poem of Colonel Humphreys is admired^ it 
is by that numerous and enlightened clafs of free 
ipirits, who have always fupported, and wilhed prof- 
perity to the glorious ftiuggle of America, who re- 
joiced at her fuccefs, and who look forward with 
hope and pleaTuie to her rifing greatnefs. 

Translator.) 
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to fee him ; hraiceforth, fo to fpeak, we 
exhibit him ; we know him, we are 
better acquainted with him than others, 
have the fame advantage over them, that 
a man having read a book through, has in 
converfation over him who is only at the 
beginning. . 

The General infifted on my lodging with 
him, though his houfe was much lefs than 
that he had at Praknefs. Several officers, 
whom I had not feen at the army, came to 
dine with us. The principal of whom 
were Colonel Maleomhy a native of Scotland, . 
but fettled in America, where he has ferved 
with diftindion 10 the continental army ; 
he has fmce retired to his eftate, and is nowf 
only a militia Colonel i Colonel Smith f, 
an 

t The author having fince been very intimate with 
Colonel Smith, can take upon hinilelf to allert, that 
this young man is not only a very good foldier, but 
an excellent fcholar. The manner of his enter- 
ing into the fervice merits relation: He was de- 
figned for the profeOJon of the law, and was finifiting 
his fludies at New- York, when the American army 
aflembled there after the unfortunate affair of Long- 
Wand. He immediately refolved to take arms in de- 
fence of his coiintry, but his parenB difapproving 
of this Jlcp, he enljfted as a common Ibldier, with- 
out making bimfelf knowii> or pretending to any 
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an officer highly fpoken of^ and who dont- 
manded a battalion of light infantry under 
M. de la Fayette ; Colonel Humpbreysf the 
General's Aide de Camp, and feveral othere 
■whofe names I have forgot, but who had 
all the beft /o«, and the eafieft deportment. 
The dinner was excellent j Jea fucceeded 
dinner, and converfation fucceeded tea, and 
lafted till fupper. The war was frequently 
thefubje^: On aiking the General which of 
our profefiional books he read vnxh the moft 
pleafure j he told me, the King of Pniffia's 
Inftruilione 



fuperior rank. Being one day on duty at the door 
of a General Officer, he was diliovercd by a friend 
of his family, who li>oke of him to that General 
Officer. He was imoiedtately invited to dinner i but 
he anfwered that he could not quit his duty ; his cor- 
poral was fent for to relieve him, and he returned to 
his poft after dinner. A few days only elapfed before 
that General Officer, charmed with his zeal, made 
him his Aide de Camp. In 1780, he commanded a 
battalion of light infantry, and the year following 
was made aide de camp to General Wafliington, with 

whom he remained until the peace. [He is now 

Secretary to the Embafly to the court of Great Bri- 
tain, and has lately married the daughter of his Ex- 
cellency John Adams, Minifter Plenipotentiary to 
that court. Translator.] 
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Inftruftions to his Generals, and the Tallies 
of M- de Guibert ; from whence I concluded 
that he knew as well how to fele£l his 
authors as to profit by them* 

I fhould have been very happy to accept 
of his preffing invitation to pafs a few days 
with him, had I not made a folemn pro- 
mife, at Philadelphia, to the Vicomte de 
Noailles, and his travelling companions, 
to arrive four-and-twenty hours after them 
if they ftopped there, or at Albany if they 
went ftraight on. We were defirous of 
feeing Sti/Iwaier and Saratoga^ and it would 
have been no eafy matter for us to have 
acquired a juft knowledge of that country 
had we not been together, becaufe we 
reckoned upon General Schi^ler^ who could 
not be expefted to make two joumies to 
gratify our curiofity. I was thus far faith- 
ful to -my engagement, for I arrived at 
New Windfor the fame day that they left 
Q-efs Point j I hoped to overtake them at 
Albany, and General Wafliihgton finding 
he could not retain me, was pleafed him- 
felf to conduct me in his barge to the other 
fide of the river. We got on fliore at Fijh 
Vol. I. A a Kill 
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Kill Landing Place, to g^n the eaftcm road^ 
preferred by tfavellers to the weftem. I 
now quitted the General, but he infifted 
that Colonel Smith Ihould accompany me 
as far as Pougbken^e, The road to this 
town pafles pretty near Hfh Kill, which 
we leave on the right, from thence we tra- 
vel on the heights, where there is a beau- 
tiful andextenfive profpeft, and traveifmg 
a townftiip, called Middlebrooky arrive at 
the creek, and at M^t^ng Pall, There I 
halted a few minutes to confider, under 
different points ofi view, the charming 
landfcape formed by this river, as well from 
its cafcadci which is roaringand pdurefque, 
as itotn the groups of trees and rocks, 
which, combined with a' number of faw 
mills and furnaces, compere the moft capri-' 
ciou? and romantic profpe£t. 

It was only half paft three when J got 
to Poughfcenfie, where I intended fleepingj 
but ■finding that the JeJ/iom were then hold-* 
ing,' and that all the taverns were fuil, I 
took advantage of the little remaining day 
to reach a tavern I was told of at throe 
miles diftance. Colonel Smith, who bad 
3 ^ ..bufinefs 
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bufinefs at Poughkenfie remained there, , 
^nd I wrag very happy to find myfelf in the 
evening with nobody but my two Aides de 
Camp. It was, in fa£t, a new enjoyment 
for us to be left to oyrfelyes, and at perfeft 
liberty to give mutual accpunts of the im- 
prellipn left on our minds by fo many dif- 
ferent objeds, I only r^etted not having 
feen Governor Clinton, for whom I had 
letters of recommendation. He is a man 
who governs with the utmoft vigour and 
firmnefs, and is inexorable to the tories, 
whom he makes tremble, though they are 
very numerous; he has had the addrefs to 
piaintain in its duty this province, one 
extremity of which borders on Canada, the 
Other on the city of New York. He was 
then at Poughkenfie, but taken up with 
^he bufmefs of the feffions; befides, Sara- 
toga, and Burgoyne's different fields of 
battle, being henceforth the fole objeii of 
my journey, I was wilhing to get forward 
for fear of being hindered by the fnow, 
■and of the roads becoming impaffable On 
my arrival at Pride's T'avern, I affced a num- 
ber of queftions of my landlord, reipeding 
" A a a the 
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the appearance he thought there was of a 
continuance, or a change of Weather, and 
perceiving that he was a good farmer, I 
Interrogated him on the fubje£t of agricul- 
ture, and drew the following details from 
him. The land is very fertile in Duchefs 
Cotmty^ of which Poughkerifie is the capital, 
as well as in the State of New-York, 
but it is commonly left fallow one. year 
out of two or three, iefs from neceffity 
than from there being more land than they 
can cultivate. A bufhel of whe^ at rnofl: 
is fown upon an acre, which renders twenty, 
and five-and-twenty for one. Some far- 
mers fow oats on the land that has borne 
wheat the preceding year, but this grain in 
general is refefved for lands newly turned 
up :* flax is alfo a confiderable objedt of 
cultivation : the land is ploughed with 
horfes, 

• FlaK JiaS become a very grc;it and profitable article 
of cultivation Jn the Middle and Eaftern States ; the 
principal cultivators are Tettlers from the north of Ire- 
land, who know the v^Iue of it in their own country. 
In Maflachuflets, there is a very confiderable and 
flouriihing fettlcment, called Londonderry, peopled en- 
tirely by emigrants from that city, where they apply 
ihemfclvcs-particularly totiie growth of flax. 

Translator. 
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horfes, two or three to a plough ; fome- 
times even a greater number when on 
new land, or that which has long Iain 
fallow. Mr. Pride, while he was giving 
me. thefe details, always flattered me with 
the hopes of fine weather the next day. I 
went to reft, highly fatisfied with him 
and his prognoftics j in the mornjng, how- " 
ever, when I awakened, I faw the ground 
already entirely white, and fnow, which 
continued to fall in' abundance, mixed with 
hail and ice. There was nothing to be 
done under fuch circumft^nces, but to con- 
tinue my journey, as if it was fine weather, 
only taking a little better breakfaft than I 
£hould otherwife have done. But I re- 
gretted moft that the fnow, or rather 
fmall hail that drove againft my eyes» pre- 
vented me from feefng the country ; which, 
as far as I could judge, is beautiful and 
well cultivated. After travelling about 
'ten miles, I traverfed the townfhip of Straf- 
bourg^ called by the inhabitants of the 
country Stratjhorough. This townfhip is 
five o'r fix miles long, yet the houfes are 
not far from each other. As I was remark- 
ing one which was rather handfome, tl^e 
A a 3 owner 
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owner came to the door, doubtleft from 
curiofity, and afked me, in French, if I 
would alight, and ftep in and dine with, 
him. Nothing can be more feducing in 
bad weather than fuch a propofal ; but on 
the other hand, nothing is more cruel, 
when one has once got under flielter, than 
to quit the fire fide, a fecond time, to ex- 
pofe onefelf to troft and fnow. 

1 refufed therefore the dinnier offered me 
by this gallant man, but not the quellioris 
he put to me. I afked him, in my turn, 
whether he had not feen feme French 
officers pafs, meaning the Vicomte de 
Noailles, the Comte de Damas, and the 
Chevalier de Mauduit, who, as they had 
three or four fervants, and fix or feven 
horfes, might have been remarked oh the 
road. My Dutchman, for I ha;ve fince 
learnt that His name is Le Roy,* a Dutch 
merchaht, 

• The Tranflator had the pleafure of being well 
ac<]uair\tcd with one of .the fons of Mr. Le Roy, 
a moft amiable young man, whom he knew at 
Amiterdam, when refiding with his aunt Madame 
Oiaiarul, the widow of a rich merchant, who did a. 
great deal of btjrme:^ with America previous to the 
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aaerchaat, born in Europe, and acquainted 
with France, where he lived feme time ; my 
Dutchman replied like a man who knew 
f ranee, and who fpeaks French ; Sir, it is 
very true that the Prince de Conti paffed by 
here yefterday evening, wiib two officers^ in 
their -way to Albany^ I could not difcover 
whether it was to the Vicomte de Noailles, 
or the Comte de Damas, that I ought to 
.do homage for his principality ; but as they 
iire both my relations, I anfwered with 
iSnSc troth, that my coufin having gone on 
before, I was very glad to know at what 
hour they paffed, and when I fhould be 
able to join them ; fo that if Mr. Le Roy, 
as no doubt he did, confulted his almanack, 
he will have ine fet down for the Duke of 
Orleans, or the. Duke qf CKartres ; which 
was the more probabje as I had nine horfes 
with me, whilft tl^e Prince de Qoiiti, being 
Aa 4 farther 

war. He Jaw him afterwards at Philadelphia and 
Bofton, and has only to regret, that his affairs rendered 
it impoffible to accept of a kind invitation to pay him 
a vifit at Stratfborough. Mrs. Chabanel's houfe, at . 
Amfterdam, was open to all the Americans in Holland 
iuring the war. Translator. 
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farther removed from the crown, had only 

feven. 

You fcarcely get out of Strafbourgh, be- 
fore you enter the townfhip of. Rbynbeck. 
It is unneceffary to obferve, that all thefe 
names difcover a German origin. At 
Rhynbeck, nobody came out to aik me to 
dinner. But this fnow mixed with hail was 
fo cold, and I was fo fatigued with keeping 
my horfe from flipping, that I £houid have 
flopped here even without being invited by 
the handfome appearance of the inn called 
T'bomas's Inn. It was no more, however, 
than half paft two ; but as I had already 
come three-and-twenty miles, the houfe was 
good, the fire well lighted, my hoft a tall 
good looking man, a fportfman, a horfe 
dealer, and difpofed to chat, I determined, 
according to the Englifh phrafe, to fpend 
the reft of my day there. The following 
is all I got interefting from Mr. Thomas. 
In time of peace, he carried on a great trade 
of horfes, which he purchafed in Canada, 
End fent to New York, there to be Ihipped 
for the Weft-Indies, it is incredible with 
what faeiljty this trade is carried on iq 
winter j 
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winter; he aflured me that he once went 
to Montreal, and brought back with him, 
in a fortnight feventy-five horfes which he 
bought there. This is effeiSed by travelling 
in a right Une, traverfing Lake George upon 
Ice and the fnow, the defert between that 
Lake and ^lontreal. The Canadian horfes 
eafily travel eighteen or twenty hours a day, 
and three or four men, mounted, are fuffi- 
cient to drive one hundred .before them. 
•* It was I, added Mr. Thomas, who made, 
" or rather who repaired the fortune of 
*' that rogue, .Arnold. He had conduced 
" his affairs ill, in the little trade he carried 
" on at Newhaven ;* I perfuaded him to 
" purchafe 

• Arnold was brought up to the bufinefs of an 
apothecary, being taken from his mother, out of cha- 
rity, by DoAor Lothrop of Norwich in Connec- 
ticut, who was at once a phyfician, furgeon, apothe- 
cary, merchant and ftiopkeeper, as is ufual in Ame- 
rica i after his apprentice ftjp expired, his mailer gave 
hitn 500/. and letters of recommendation to his cor- 
refpondents in London, by which means he ob- 
tained credit for fomc thoufands, and returning to 
Connecticut, fettled at Newhaven, fet up an equi- 
page, with ten horfes, a carriage, and a number 6f 
fervants, failed in two years, and was thrown into 
jail, where he remaned till releufed by a bankrupt 
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*' purchafe horfes in Canada, and to go. 
** himfelf and fell them at Jamaica. Thi* 
*' fpeculation alone was fufGcient to pay 
*' his debts, and fet him oqce more afloat."- 
After 

aH paJled by the Aflembly. He then iirft got widt 
child, and afterwards married the daughter of Mr. 
Mansfield, High Sheriff of Newhaven, much ^gainft 
th* will of the latter ; who at length became recoSr 
ciled to him, and employed him as a fupercargo to 
tilt Weft-lndicj, where he ufually went in the fpring, 
and returned in the autumn with molafles, rum, asd 
fugar. In winter, he went amongft the Dutch to- 
wards the head of Hiidfon's River, and imo Canada, 
with various forts of woollen goods, fuch as ftock- 
iflgs, caps, mittens, &c. &c. and alfo cheefe, which 
fold to great profit in Canada. Tbefe articles he 
either exchanged for horfes, or purchafed them with 
the money arifing from his Sales. With Acfe 
horfes, which generally made a part of a Conne<3icut 
cargo, together with poultry, com, and fift, he went 
to the idands, whild his father-in-law was felling 
the rum, molalles and fugars of the laft voj-age, and 
colleiling woollens for Arnold's next winter tilp to 
Canada, It was in thefe voyages that Arnold became, 
an expert feaman, which qualified him for the com- 
mand of the fleet on the lakes, where he behaved 
with his ufual gallantry againfl a much fuperior 
enemy. The Tranflator had an opportunity, during 
his refidencc at ^arto Rico during the war, of feeing 
feveral of thefc ConncSicut floops make very advan- 
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After taltiiig of trade, we got to argricul- 
ture : he told me, that iti the neighbfoiir- 
fcood of Rhynbeck, the \knd was uiicom- 
monly fruitful, and that For a bufliel of 
fown 

tageons fales of Acir Tittle cargoes. After difem- 
tarking their horfes, they ran their velTels up to the 
quay, and converted them into retail ftiops, where 
"they deah out their onions, potatoes, fait fifti ind 
'apples^ (an article which brought a very high price) 
in the fmalleft quantities, for which they received 
hard dollars, although it k a faii, that fpecic was 
uncotfimonly fcarce in this Spanijh idand, ahnoft iA\ 
■"the intercOurf^ being carried on in paptr dollars, 
whilft the 'French part of the neighbouring idand of 
'Hifpaniola was full df Spanish money, and the 
French fleet and army were paid' in dollars from 
-iJie Havannah. The Tranllator hopes that he ihall 
'here be pardoned a digreffion on the fubjedt of this 
■eharming ifiani, which in the hands of any other 
nation would certainly become one of the moft 
valuable pofle&ons in the American Archipelago. 
}ts central fituatioh between the windward and 
Iteward iflarids, iH capacious harbour, the number 
.of fprings and. rivers with which it is watered, (the 
latter abounding with fifh) the excellence of its 
■foil, the grcateft part of which is nearly in a virgin 
'ftate, the ftrong pofition of the pcninfula of St. 
John, are advantages, which if in the polleffion of 
a great eilvoi maritime power, fuch as France or 
,£nghuid, can fcarcely be appreciated. In the polTef- 
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fown wheat, he reaped from thirty to forty. 
The corn is fo abundant that they do not 
take the trouble of cutting it with a fickle^ 
but mow it like hay. Some dogs of a 
beautiful 

iion of Spain, it is at moft bat a negative advantage ; 
for I am well alFured that the King only receives the 
inconridcrabte revenue of 100,000 piafters from this 
ifland, whilA he expended, tn the courfe of the bte 
war, no lefs than ilgbt millions on the fortifications, 
which I had the very fmgular favaur to vilit, accom- 
panied by the firil engineer, and the flrength of 
which is now deemed not lefs formidable than thofe 
of fort Moro, and the Havannah. Nor could Eng- 
land, with her then force in the Weft-Indies, hav? 
attacked this ifland with any profpedt <^ fuccefe, 
though many perfons in Jamaica were fanguine for 
fuch an expedition. Befides an immenfe train of 
very fine artillery, three of the beft regiments in the 
Spanifli fervice were there in garrifon, in full health, 
viz. the regiments de BruxelUs, de la Ceuronne^ and 
de la Fiflairt, and a moft numerous militia. 'Indeed, 
fo fecure did they think tbemfelves, that they em- 
barked, when I was there, the regiment de la 
Couronne, confiiling of 1200 men for Cardiagena. 
The interior of the country, which I was likewife 
allowed to vilit, is delightful ; land may be had for 
nothing, but every fettler muft not only be a catholic, 
but a rigid one, the Inquifitien having an officer here : 
he muft likewife marry, and wretched is his choice, 
within a year } nor is he ever allowed to remove any 
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beautiful kind moving about the houfe, 
awakened my paffion for tbe chace ; on aifc- 
ing Mr. Thomas what ufe he made of them» 
he told me, that they were 6nly for huntit^ 
tthe fox J that deer, ftags, and bears, were 
pretty common in the country, but they 
feldom killed them except in winter, either 
by tracing on the fnow, or by tracking them 
in the woods. All American converfation 
muft finifh with politics. Thofe of Mr. 
Thomas appeared to me rather equivocal ; 
he was too rich, and complained too much 

of 

properly from the ifland, Jhould he wifh to quit ir, 
except what he can carry off clande^inely. Several 
Irifli are fettled here, but all under the predicament 
of facrificing to the moft gloomy fuperfHtion, tjie 
moft arbitrary jealoufy of defpotic povrer, and to 
the moft horrid ftatc of nuptial flavery, with the 
ugliell and filthieft of women. The officers of the 
'pragon man of war of 60 guns, and of the frigates 
'"which were lying there, and the military in garrifon 
were luixious to pcrufe the European and American 
Gazettes I had with me, but even this communica^^ 
tion vras obliged to be conhned to very few, and 
under the ftriiSeft injunftions of fccrecy, for our mu- 
tual fafety. In other refpecls Jt is impoiEblc to havo 
inet with a more hofpitable reception. 

Translator. 
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of the flour he furmihed for the army, to 
let me think hiin a good whig. He gave 
himfelf out for fuch notwithfianding, biit 
1 obferved that he was greatly attached 
to an opinion wb/'ck I found gemralfy diffufed 
throughout the Jiate (jf New Tork ; that there 
is no expedition moreufafult mr mare eqfy 
than the cmqueji of Canada, it is hopoffikie 
to cameive the -ardour the tahaiiiants of the 
mrth JiiU have to recommence thaf tnter^i%(> 
The reafon is, that their country is fo. fer- 
tile, and fo happily fituated for cpmt^t;^^, 
tibat they are fure to become Very wealthy 
as foon as they have nothing to fear from 
the favages ; now the favages are only for-* 
jrnidable wheo they are fupported and ani- ' 
mated by the Englifti- 

I left Thomas's Inn the 23d, M 8 id the 
morning, and travelled three hours always 
in Uvingjims Manor. The road was goqdj 
and the country rich and well cxiltivatep. 
We pafs feveral coniideraljle villages, the 
iioufes of which are handfome and neat, and 
every objefl here announces profperity. On 

.levying thisdiftri^, we .enter that of Cirufi-* 
rackt then defcend from the hills, and ap' 

■ jjfoach Hudfon's River. We foon after 
coiQe 
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Come to a creek, which is alfo calle4 by die 
hame of Claverack, and which falls aot far 
from this into the Hudfon. As foon as you 
have paffed this, creek, an immenfe rocfcj 
which runs acrofs in the diredion of the 
road, obliges you to turn to the right to 
reach Claverack Meetlng-houfe, and to pur- 
fue the road to Albany. This rock, or. ra- 
ther chain of I'ocks, merits all the attention 
of naturalifts. It is about three railef ia 
length. As I did not traverfe it, I am ig- 
norant of ks width, but it is fo fteep to the 
fouth, that it can be afcrlbed to nothingbut 
a flirinking of, the earthj occaiibn^ by » 
violent ih^k> Yet one does not 'find, either 
in die ipace between this tock and the lit-^ 
tie river, ,or on the'oppofite bank, any cor- 
refpontjence with the accidental fepara- 
tion it an'nounces. . Its flank, which is al- 
moft expofed, prefents parallel .beds^ but 
rarely horizontal, which made me conjec- 
ture that it waiB of a calcareous natiire j ® I 
tried 

* Tke Marquis haVkig, in his account c£ Ttta-^ 
hew Falls, obfen'cd tb^ there is little or no calca- 
reous ftone in this eeuntry, by whioh I am at i| Ie& 
to know whether he means the ftate «f New Jerfej', 
where he thcH was, or the United States in general ; 
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tried it with aqua fortis, and found mj con- 
jefture juft. But I was the moft ftruck 
with the ftrength and beauty of the trees 
which grow in the midft of it, the trunks 
of which rife out of the chinks formed by 
the reparation of the rock. Unlefs you 
dofely examine thefe "trees, it is Impoflible 
to bdieve that they can grow, and get to 
fuch a height withoirt an inch of earth to 
nourifh their roots. Several of them grow 
horizontally, to a certain diftance, and then 
aflume a vertical direflion. Others have 
their roots quite naked, which proves that 
their origin is prior to the cataftrophe, 
whatever it was, which one cannot refufe 
admitting. Thefe roots are in the moft 
wlumfical directions imaginable, refembling 
ferpents crawling amidft the ruins of an 
immenfe edifice. 'XTie principal part of 
the trees I fpeak of, are of that fort of fir 
called 

I take this opportunity of mentioning, that limeflone 
abounds in a great part of the Continent i the interior 
.parts of Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia in par- 
ticular, are interfered by immenfe ftrata of this invalua- 
ble (t(»ie, which lie every where expofed to the day, or 
very near the furfacc. 
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called hemlock by the EngUlh, but they are 
mixed with others, which I took to be wal- 
nut-trees, and other white wood ; but I 
muft obferve that this conjefture cannot be 
relied, on, as I did not fee the leaves, and 
am not well enough acquainted with trees 
to diftinguiHi by their branches and their 
ftruilure.* 

Cleverack is a pretty confiderable town* 
fliip, and extends very far. On quitting it' 
you traverfe feveral woods to arife at the 
firft houfes of Kinderhook, I found in thefe 
woods new improvements, and feveral log- 
huts, f But on approaching one of them, 

* With great AibmilSon to the author, he appears 
to have laid a greater ftrefs on this phtEnomenon than 
it has any claim to from its fingulaiity ; every mouii' 
tainous country in Europe abounds with fuch ap- 
pearances, which, though curious, may pofEbly be 
^counted for on principles more fimple, and le& 
^emalical, than thofe great convulfions fo enthuJl- 
^ically imagined by the difciplcs of the Buffonic fchool. 
The Tranflator too owns himfelf ignorant of the 
fpecies of /r, called hemkck by the Englilh. 

Tkahslatos. 

t Hute made of the trunks of trees, laid horizon- 
tally on each other, and the interfaces hllcd with earth, 
or clay. 

Vol. I. Bb Iper- 
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I perceived, with regret, that the family who 
inhabited it had been long fettled there, 
without thinking of building a better houfe, 
an uncommon circumftance in America, 
and which is almoft unexampled, except 
in the Dutch fettlements j for that people 
are more oeconomical than induftrious, 
and are more defirous of amaiTing 
wealth than of adding to their comfort. 
When you arrive at the firft hamlet of 
Kinderhook, you muft make a long circuit 
to reach the meeting-houfe, which is" in 
the centre of what may be properly called 
the town of Kinderhook. There you pafs 
a pretty confiderable ftream, and have the 
' choice of three or four inns ; but the beft 
is that of Mr. Van Burragh. The prefer- 
ence given to this, however, does no ho- 
nour to the others j it is a very fmall houfe, 
kept by two young people of a Dutch 
familyj they are civil and attentive, and you 
are not badly off with them, provided you 
are not diflBcult to pleafe. It would have ill 
become me now to have been fo, for I had 
nothing but fnow, hail, and froft during 
the 
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the whole day, and any firefide was an agree- 
able afylum for me. 

It was a difficult queftion to know where 
I fhould the next day pafs the north river, 
for I was told that it was neither fufficiently 
broken to crofs it on the ice, nor free 
enough from flakes to venture it in a boat. 
Apprized of thefe obftacles, I fet out early 
on the 34th, that I might have time to dif- 
cover the eafieft paffage. I was only twenty 
miles from Albany j fo that after a con- 
tinued journey through a foreft of fir trees, 
I arrived at one o'clock on the banks of the 
Hudfon. The vale in which this river runs, 
and the town of Albany, which is built in 
the form of an amphitheatre on its weftern 
bank, muft have aflforded a very agreeable 
coup d'oeil, had it not been disfigured by 
the fnow. A handfome houfe half way up 
the bank oppofite the ferry, feems to at- 
tract attention, and to invite ftrangers to 
flop at General Schuyler's, who is the pro- 
prietor as well as architect. I had recom- 
mendations to him from all quarters, but 
particularly from General Walhington and 
Mrs. Carter, I had befides given the ren- 
B b 2 dezvous 
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dezvous to Colonel Hamilton, whohad jnft 
married another of his daughters,* and was 
preceded 

• Colonel Hamilton is fo well known hy all diofc 
vrho have had any connection with America, that it 
would be unnecefTary to point him out more parti- 
cularly, were not this journal, at length dcftined for 
publication, likely to fall into the hands of feveral 
readers who were ignorant of, or have forgotten, 
many details relative to this revolution, to which 
their attention may be Aill awakened. Colonel Ha- 
milton, a native of Saintfe Croix, and fome time fet- 
ded in America, was deflined to the proielBon of the 
law, and had fcarcely completed his ftiidies, when 
Oeneral Wafliington, verfed as all great men are in 
the difcovery of talents, and in the employment of 
them, made him at once his Aide de Camp and 
Secretary, a poft as eminent as important in the 
American army. From that time his correlpondence 
*ith the French, which language he fpeaks and 
writes perfeQly well, the details of every kind, 
political and military, entrufted to him, developed 
thole talents, the General had known how to difco- 
ver, and put in affivity ; whilft the young foldier, by 
a prudence and fecrecy ftill more beyond his age, 
than-'his information, juAified the confidence witk 
which he was honoured. He continued to lerve in 
this tapacity till the year 1781, when deJirous of 
dillinguilhing himfelf in the command of troops, a; 
he had done in all his other flinCtions, he took th^ 
of a battalion of light infantry. It was at the head 
of this battalion, that jointly with M. de Gimat, he 
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-preceded by the Vicomte de Noailles, and 
the Comte de Damas, who I knew were 
arrived the night before. The fole diffi- 
culty therefore confifted in paffing the ri- 
ver. Whilft the boat was making its way 
B b 3 with 

curicd by af&ulc one of the enemy's redoubts xt the 
£ege of York Town. The reader will perhaps be 
furprlfed to hear, that the next year, before the 
peace was made, Mr. Hamilton turned advocate, and 
became a member of Congrefs. The explanation of 
this enigma is, that the war being confidered as at an 
end, it was neceffary for him to think of his fortune 
which was very inconJiderable. Now the profeffion 
of a lawyer^ which comprehends thofe of attorney 
and notary, is not only the moft refpefbible in Ame- 
rica, but likewife the moft lucrative ; and diere is 
no doubt that, with fuch talents and fuch knowledge, 
Mr. Hamilton muft be in peace, as well as in war, 
one 0/ the moft confiderablc citizens in his new 
country. At prefent he is fettled at New- York. — 
[To this juft eulogium, the Tranflator takes the 
liberty of adding, that Colonel Hamilton is a m6ft 
elegaut writer, and a perfcftly accomplifhcd gentle- 
man, and as fuch could not fail of diftinguifhlng 
himfelf in the firft European circles. His account 
of the behaviour and death of the unfortunate 
jtndrey to which he was a witnefs, publifhed at the 
time in the American and Englifli prints, does equal 
honour to his underftanding and his heart. 

Translator. 
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with difficulty through the flakes of ice, 
which we were obliged to break as we ad- 
vanced, Mr. Lynch, who is not indifferent 
about a good dinner, contemplating Gene- 
ral Schuyler's houfe, mournfully fays to me, 
/ am Jure the Ficomie and Damas are now at 
table ^ where they have good cheer ^ and gooa 
compar^i whtlfi we are here hicklng our heehy 
in hopes of getting thh evening to fome wretch- 
id akhoufe. I partook 4 little of his anxiety, 
but diverted myfelf by afTuring him that 
they faw us from the windows, that I even 
diftinguhhed the Vicomte de Noailles who 
was looking at us through a telefcope, and 
that he was going to fend fomebody to con- 
dud U6 on our landing to that excellent 
houfe, where we fliould find dinner ready 
to come on table; I even pretended that 
a fledge I had feen defcending towards the 
river wras defigned for us. As chance 
would have it, never was conjedlure mofe 
juft. The firfl: perfon we faw on ftiore, was 
the Chevalier de Mauduit, who was wait- 
ing for us with the General's .fledge, into 
which we quickly fliepped, and were con- 
■wyed in an inftant into a handfome faloon, 
near 
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near a good fire, with Mr. Schuyler, his wife 
and daughters. Whilft we were warming 
ourfelves, dinner was ferved, to which every 
one did honour, as well as to the Madeira, 
which was excellent, and made us completely 
forget the rigour of the feafon, and the 
fatigue of the journey. 

General Schuyler's family was compofed 
of Mrs. Hamilton, his fecond daughter, 
who has a mild agreeable countenance ; of 
Mifs Peggy Schuyler, whofe features are 
animated and ftriking; of another charm- 
ing girl, only eight years old, and of three 
boys, the eldeft of whom is fifteen, and are 
the handfomeft children you can fee. He 
is himfeif about fifty, but already gouty and 
infirm. His fortune is very confiderable, 
and it will become ftill more fo, for he pof- 
fefles an immenfe extent of territory, but 
derives more credit from his talents and in- 
formation than from his wealth. He 
ferved with General Amherft in the Canadian 
war, as Deputy Quarter-Mafter General. 
From that period he made himfeif known, 
and became diftinguiflled ; he was very ufe- 
ful to the Englilh, and was fent for to Lon- 
B b 4 don 
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don after the peace, to fettle the accounts 
of every thing ftirnifhed by the Americans. 
His marriage with Mifs Ranfeleer^ the rich 
heirefs of a family which has given its name 
to a diftria, or rather a whole province, 
ftill added to his credit and his influence j 
fo that it is not furprifmg he ftiould be 
raifed to the rank of Major General at the 
beginning of the war, and have the com- 
mand of the troops on the frontiers of Ca- 
nada. It was in this capacity, that he was 
commiffipned in 1777 to oppofe the pro- 
grefs of General Burgoyne ; but having 
received orders from Congrefs, diredly con* 
trary to his opinion, without being provid- 
ed with any means neceflary for carrying 
them into execution, he found himfclf 
, obliged to evacuate Ticonderoga, and fall 
back on the Hudfon. Thefe meafures, un- 
doubtedly prudent in themfelves, being 
unfavoiurably conftrued in a moment of ili 
humour and anxiety, he was tried by a 
Court Martial, as well as General Sinclair, 
his fecond in command, and both of them 
were foon after bonmrably. acquitted. Sin- 
clair refumed his ftation in the army, but 
General 
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General Schuyler, juftly oiFended, demanded 
more fatisfadtory reparation, and reclaimed 
his rank, which, fince this event, was con- 
tefted with him by two or three Generals 
of the fame ftanding. This affair not be-t 
ing fettjed, he did not rejoin the army, but 
continued his fervjces to his country. 
Eleded a member of Congrefs the year fol- 
lowing, he was nearly chofen Frefident in 
oppofition to Mr. Laurens ; fmce that tiine 
he has always enjoyed the confidence of the 
government, and of General Wafhington, 
who are at prefent paying their court to him, 
and preffing him to accept the office of Se- 
cretary at War. 

Whilft we. were in this excellent afylum, 
the weather continued doubtful, between 
firofl and thaw ; there was a little fnow upon 
the ground, and it was probable there foon 
would be a fall. The council of travellers 
aflembled, and it appeared to them pro- 
per not to delay their departure for Sara- 
toga. General Schuyler offered us a houfe 
which he has upon his own eftate ; but 
he could not ferve us as a guide, on ac- 
count of an indifpofjtion, and his appre- 
'■ henfioD 
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lienfion of a fit of the gout. He propofed 
giving us an intelligent officer to conduft 
lis to the different fields of battle, whilft his 
Ton fliould go before to prepare us lodg- 
ihgS. ■ We could ftill travel on horfeback, 
add were fupplied with horfes of the coun- 
try to replace ours which were fatigued, and 
a part of which ftill remained on the other 
fide of the river. All thefe arrangements 
being accepted, we were conveyed to Al- 
bdtiy in a fledge. On our arrival, we wMted 
on Brigadier General Clinton, to whom 
I delivered my. letters of recommendation. 
Ht IS an honell man, but of no diftinguilhed 
talents, and is only employed out of refpedl 
to his brwher the Governor. He imme- 
diately ordered the horfes for our journey, 
and Major Pi^^rtff*, his Aide de Camp, an 
aodable and intelligent officer, , was defu-ed 
to condu(S us. He wds to take with him 
Major Gr'o'fmy who knows properly the 
ground, and ferved in the army under Ge- 
neral Gates. 

AU Our meafures being well concerted, 
we each of us retired to our quarters ; the 
Vicomte de Noailles and his two compa- 
nions 
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nions to an inn, kept by a Frenchman, cal- 
led Louisy and I to that of an American of 
the name of BlenniJJens. At day-break, tea 
was ready, and the whole caravan affem- 
bled at my quarters ; but melted fnow 
was falling, y^'hich did not promife an agree- 
able ride. We were in hopes that it was 
a real thaw, and fet out upon our journey. 
The fnow however fell thicker and thicker, 
and was fix inches deep when we arrived 
at the jundion of the Mohawk with the 
Hudfon's river. Here is a choice of 
two roads to Saratoga : one obliges you to 
pais the Hudfon, to keep fome time along 
the left bank, and pafs it a fecond time near 
the Half-Moon ; the other goes on the Mo- 
hawk river till you get above the Catara£i, 
when you pafs that river, and traverfe the 
woods to Stillwater. Even had there been 
no difficulty in paffing the North river on 
account of the ice, I fliould have preferred 
the other road, to fee the cafcade of Cohoes^ 
which is one of the wonders of America. 
Before we left the Hudfon, I remarked an 
ifland in the middle of its bed, which offers 
a very advantageous pofition for tteSL- 
ing 
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ing batteries, to defend the navigation. 
The two Majors, to whom I communicated 
this obfervation, told me that this point of 
defence was neglefted, becaufe there was 
a better one, a little Higher up, at the ex- 
tremity of one of the three branches into 
•which the Mohawk river divides itfelf, in 
falling into the Hudfon. They added that 
this pofition was very flightly reconnoitred ; 
that which was begun to be fortified higher 
up, being fufficient to ftop the progrefs of the 
enemy. Thus the more you examine the 
country, the more you are convinced that 
the expedition qf Burgoyne was extravagant, 
and muft fooner or later have mifcarried, 
independent of the engagements which de- 
cided the event. 

The junftion of the two rivers is fix 
miles north of Albany, and after travel- 
ling two more in the woods, we began to 
hear a murmuring noife, which increafed 
till we came in fight of Coboes Fall. This 
cataraft is the whole breadth of the rivei", 
that is to fay, near two hundred" toifes, 
about 1 200 Englifh feet wide. It is a vaft 
flieet of water, which falls 76 Englifh 
feet. 
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feet.* The river in this place is contra£ted 
between two fteep banks formed by the 
declivity of the mountains j thefe precipices 
are covered by an earth as black as iron ore^ 
and on which nothing grows but firs and 
cyprefles. The courfe of the river is ftraight, 
both before and after its fall, and -the rocks 
forming this cafcade are nearly on a level, 
but' their irregular figure breaks the water 
whilll it is falling, and forms a variety of 
whimfical and pi£turefque appearances. 
This pidure was rendered ftiU more terrible 
by the fnow which covered the firs, the 
brilliancy of which gave a black colour to 
the water,' gliding gently along, iand a yel- 
low tinge to that which was dafhing over 
the cataradl. .„. 

After 

• Madame la Comteffi de Gtnlts in fpcalung of this 
cataract in one of the notes to her FeiUes du Chateau^ 
feys it is only 50 feet, but from other account con- 
firming this of M. de Chaflellux, I am inclined to 
think, diat it is between 70 and 80 fcet. This in- 
valuable, and correa writer, the pride of her fon, and 
of humanity, has in this inftance been unavoidably 
mifled by the American travellers (he cojifulted. 

Translator. 
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After feafting our eyes with this awful 
fpe^cle, we travelled a mite higher up to 
the ferry where we hoped to pafs the river ; 
but on our arrival, found the hoat fo en- 
tangled in the ice and fnow, that it was im- 
poflible to make ufe of it. We were affured, 
that people had pafled a ferry two miles 
higher, that morning, whither we imm&- 
diately went, determined to purfue our 
route, though the fnow was greatly en- 
creafed, and we were benumbed with wet 
and cold. The boatmen of this ferry made 
many objeflions on account of the bad 
weather and the fmallnefs of their boat, 
which could only tranfport three h6rfes at 
a time ; but this difficulty did not flop us, 
and we agreed to make feveral trips. The 
6rft attempt was made to pafs over my Va- 
let de Chambre, with three horfes : I was 
waiting by the firelide for my turn, when 
they came to inform me that the boat was 
coming back to fhore, with fome difficulty, 
and that the current had almoft driven it 
towards the cataraft. We were obliged 
therefore to fubmit to our defliny, which 
was not yet difpofed to let us fulfil the ob- 

jea 
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je£t of our voyage. On this occafion I 
difplayed a magnanimity which placed 
me high in the efteeni of the whole conv- 
pany: whilft others were ftorming, and 
growing impatient, uncertain of the mea-- 
fures to be taken, I ferenely gave the fignal 
for a retreat, and thought no more of any 
thing but fupper, for which I made the 
moft prudent difpofitions on the fpot. The 
innkeeper, of M. de Noailles being a French- 
man, and confequently a better cook, or at 
leaA more a^ive than mine, it was decided 
that he fhould provide our fupper : the beft 
mounted cavalier of the troop was difpatch- 
ed to give the neceffary orders, whom we 
followed in half an hour ; we arrived as 
night was coming on, and prefently fat 
down to table. Thus pafled the day's wort 
of the 25th, which was not very agreeable 
till the hour of fupper, but terminated very 
happily ; for what confolation does not one 
derive under difappointn^ent, from a good 
fire, a good fupper, and good company ? 

The 26th, the rivers not being yet fro- 
zen, nor the roads hard enough to make 
a long journey in a fledge, I determined to 
remmn at Albany. My morning was em- 
2 ployed 
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ployed in adjiifting my notee, which oc- 
cupation was only interrupted by a vifit 
&om Colonel Hamilton. He told us that 
Mrs. Schuyler was a little indifpofed, but 
that the General would be equally glad to 
receive us. Accordingly he fent us his 
fledges the beginning of the evening. We 
found him in his faloon with Mr. and Mrs. 
Hamilton. A converfation foon took place 
between the General, theVicomte deNoailles 
and me. We had already talked, when we 
were laft with himj of fome important 
faults relative to the northern campaigns, of 
which we had aiked fome explanations. 
Mr. Schuyler appeared no lefs defirous of 
giving them. He is pretty communicative, 
and is well entitled to be fo ; his conver- 
fation is eafy and agreeable ; he knows well 
what he fays, and exprefles himfelf well on 
every thing he knows. To give the beft 
anfwer to our queftions, he prppofed to us 
to read his political and military corre- 
fpondence with General Wafhington, which 
we accepted with great pleafure, and leav- 
ing the reft of the company with Mr. and 
Mrs. Hamilton, we retired into another 
room. 
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room. The Genefal opening his pocket- 
book, the Vicomte and I divided the dif- 
ferent manufcripts, containing upwards of 
fixty pages of clofe writing on paper d la 
I'eUiere. The firft difpatch I read was a 
letter written by him to General Walhing- 
ton, ;n November- 1777 ; it contained a. plan 
ef attack on Canada^ which originated in the 
following circumftance : Two Englifh of- 
ficers, after being made prifoners with Bur- 
goyne's army, obtained permiffion to re- 
turn to Canada on their parole, and on the 
road flopped at General Schuyler's at Sara- 
toga. The converfation, as we may eafily 
fuppofe, foon turned on the great event, 
the impreflion of which was fo recent. 
One of thefe officers being attached to Ge- 
neral Bui^oyne, criminated Governor Sir 
Guy Carleton, whom he accufed of having 
retained too many troops rin Canada ; the 
States maintained that he had not even re- 
ferved fufficient for the defence of the coun- 
try. From affertions they came to proofs, 
which proofs could only be an exa£i detail 
of all the forces then remaining in Canaday and 
their diflribution. General Schuyler was at- 
VoL. I. C c tentive, 
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tentive, and took advantage of the difpUte* 
He learns by this means, that Canada was 
in real danger j and propofed, in confe- 
quence, to General Wafliington to retake 
Ticonderoga, in cafe that poft was not 
abandoned, as it aftually has been, and to 
proceed from thence to Montreal. This 
plan is extremely well conceived^ and ex- 
hibits a great knowledge of the country ; 
and what ftruck me as the mofl; worthy of 
attention, is the immenfity of the refources 
to be found in this country for a winter 
expedition, and the extreme facility with 
which an army may rapidly advance, by 
the means of fledges to tranfport the pro- 
vifions and ftores, and even fick and lame 
foldiers. It is poffible, in a month's time, 
to coUeft, between the Connecticut a^d 
Hudfon's River, fifteen hundred fledges, 
two thoufand horfes ajid as many oxen j the 
latter may be ihod for the ice, like horfes, 
and ferve to draw the fledges with provifions ; 
and as thefe are confumed, or the oxen fa- 
tigued, they may be flaln for the food of 
the army. Nor rauft it be , imagined that 
thefe expeditions aie fo dreadful for the fol- 
5 diers 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



NORTH-AMERICA. 387 

dieifs as we are accuftomed to fuppofe them. - 
With the feet and legs well fortified, and 
proper clothing, which it was eafy to pro- 
cure before the finances and refmirces of 
the country were exhaufted^ they fupport 
extremely well the fatigue of long marches ; 
and as they pafs all the night in the woodsj 
they eafily find ftieltef, and light great fires, 
by which they fleep better than under tents ; 
for it is to be obferved, that if the cold be 
fevere in this country, it is always a dry 
cold, againft which it is much more eafy 
to provide than againft rain and moifture. 

General Schuyler never received any an- 
fwer to this letter, nor does he know with 
whom the fault lies. M. de la Fayette 
however came to Albany in January to pre- 
pare and command an expedition fimilar to 
that he had projeded : he {hewed his in- 
ftruiftions to General Schuyler, who difco- 
Tered it to be his own plan, of which ha 
fuppofes fome other perfon wiftied to claim 
the honour ; but as no 01 tiers had come to 
him, he had made no preparations, nor were 
• there any made on the fide of Conne£ticut ; 
fo that M- de la Fayette, how agreeable 
C c 2 fotver 
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foever this expedition might be to him, had 
fo much good fenfe and attachment to 
the intereft of America, to admit the dif- 
ficulties, and divert Congrefs from purfuing 
it. 

The winter following, after the evacua- 
tion of Philadelphia, and the affair, of Mon- 
mouth, General Walhington, always more 
occupied in putting an end to the misfor- 
tunes of his country, than in prolonging the 
duration of the brilliant part he was adling 
in America, wrote to Mr. Schuyler, to con- 
fult him on an expedition to Canada, and 
on the means of executing it with fuccefs. 
In anfwer to this letter, he fent a memoir 
perfeftly well conceived, and no lefs well 
written, in which he propofed three dif- 
ferent plans. The firft was to collect his 
forces near the fources of the Connecticut, 
at a place called Coos ; from thence there 
is only a trifling carrying place to the rivers 
which fall into the St. Lawrence, below 
Lake Sa'int Pierrey near to Quebec. But 
this plan would be difficult of execution, 
from the fcarcity of refources on the Con- 
neSicut river, and from the great difficul- 
ties 
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ties to be encountered in approaching thofe 
to be provided on the Hudfon and Mohawk 
rivers, befides that the attack would thus 
be carried into the heart of the Englifti 
forces, and too near the fea, from vphence 
they derive their principal aid. The fe- 
cond projedl was to remount the Mohawk., 
river, then to embark on Lake Oneida^ and 
croffing Lake Ontaria, proceed weftward to 
befiege Niagara ; then returning by the 
fame n>ute, to defcend the river, and at- 
tack Montreal by the north. In this plan. 
General Schuyler forefaw two great, incmi- 
veniencies ; one^ from the long circuit it 
would be nccefiary to make, thus giving 
the Englifli time to cplleii their troops at 
the point of attack j the other from the im- 
poflibility there was of deceiving the ene- 
my by threatening them on the fide of Lake 
Champlain, and Sorely fmce the preparaT 
tions on the Mohawk and Hudfon's River 
could not fail of difclofing the' whole fyftem 
of the campaign. It was by Lake Cham- 
plain therefore, and \r\. the winter, that Ge- 
neral Schuyler propofed marching dire^lly 
U3 Montreal ; leaving St. John\ on the 
C c 3 right, 
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right, and poftponing the attack of that 
poft till fpring, which was not to be fecured, 
before the Ifle of Montreal, and 0II the 
upper country ihould be got pofleffion of j 
on this plan there would be no difficulty in 
concealing its real objeft ; as the neceflfary 
preparations might be collefted on the ri- 
vers Hudfon and Connefticut ; the fhifting 
from one to the other being an eafy mea-. 
fure. Thus the enemy would be alarmed 
at once for Quebec, St. John's, and Mon- 
treal. On this fuppofition, it is probable 
they would prefer facrificing Montreal, 
There an advantageous eftablilhment might 
be formed, and meafures taken to attack 
Quebec ; but in cafe of their being obliged 
to abandon it, an eafy retreat would al-^ 
ways be fecured by the Beaver hunting 
Place^ * and Lake Champlmn. Such was 
the obje£t of this long difpatch, which I" 
read with great attention, and much plea- 
fure, and of which I have attempted to give 
fomq 

* This is the name given jn the Englifh charts 
to the dcferts between Lake Ontario^ the River St, 
Lawrence, and the Lakes Geoi^c and Champlain, 
ind the River of Sorel. 
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fome idea, convinced as I am that this ar- 
ticle of my journal will not be unintereft- 
ing to military men ; others may render it 
amufing, by furveying the chart, and run- 
ning over the immenfe country embraced 
by thefe diiFerenl projects. 

The next memoir which fell into my 
hands, was the anfwer of General Wafhing- 
ton. After teftifying the greateft confi- 
dence in General Schuyler, he enters into 
difcuflion with- him, and offers his reflections 
with a modefty as amiable, as worthy of ef- 
timation. He is of opinion that the expe- 
dition by Lake Ontario is perhaps too highly 
rejefted without fufficzent reafon ; that it 
would be eafy for him to favour the attack of 
Niagara.by a diverfion he could make on lake 
Erie, by marching the Virginia troops on the 
fide of the Ohio and Fort Pitt : he inquires 
whether it be poffible to build boats on Hud- 
fon's river, and tranfport them on carriages to 
the Mohawk ^ his obje<3: in this was evi- 
dently to obviate one of the principal ob- 
jections I have mentioned ; that the prepa- 
rations for this expedition revealed too much 
■ the real objeft. All the other points are 
C c 4 " treated 
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treated with wifdom and precifion ; which 
renders the reply of General Schuyler ftill 
. more curious and interefting. It Is worthy 
both of the importance of the fubjeft, and 
of the great man to whom it is addrefied. 
.Mr. Schuyler perfifts in his opinion ; and in- 
variably attached to his proje<S of attack by 
Lake Champlain, he proves that it may be 
executed in fummer as well as in winter. 
Every thing depends, according to him, on 
poitefling a naval fuperiority,* which he 

is 

• From thcfc accounts it appears very evident that 
General Carleton afled with great prudence in re- 
taining the force he did in Canada, for which he 
has been blamed by fome, when Bqrgoyne went on 
his expedition i in the cataftrophe qf which, 1500 
or 2000 men more would probably have made Jitt'C 
difFerence, but the want of which would have totally 
enfeebled the defence of Canada, and thrown that 
province into the hands of the United States. The 
American ideas too, on the fubjeA of an expedition 
into Canada, and which may poffibly be carried inco 
execution at fome future period, merit the attention 
of the Engliih Government, more particularly as 
America, fincc ftie is put in pofTeflion of the Kennebec, 
and the boundary line cuts the Sorel river below 
Jjfke Champlain, fan now carry on her operatiops 
at her eafe, and unmolc{led on the lakes, and by 
Arnold's rout?} but, in fa<ft, Canad» muft, on ^ 
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is of opinion may be eafily obtained by con- 

ftruding larger veflels than thofe of the 

Englifh, 

rupture, follow the fortune' of the United States 1 
that province c^n only be prevented from falling ra- 
pidly before fuch a force as the EaiLern States caii 
put in motion, by very Jlrong fort? built at the head 
of the Kennebee., St. Croix, and ConneSlicut rivers, 
by forts on bcth fides of the Sorel, where cut by the 
boundary line, on both fides ?he St. Lawrence where 
(t joins that river, at the bead of the carrying place 
above Niagara, qn the Englifli fide, where a new 
carrying place muft, if poHtble, be formed, and eppa- 
Jite the fort of Detroit and Michilimazance. Al^ 
muft he^rong, regular woflcs, enable of containing 
garrifons with ftores fufEcient to flop the progrefc 
of an enemy's army, till relief can arrive from th^ 
' interior of the country, where 6 or 8000 regular 
forces muft be kept, befides ftrong garrifons at Que- 
bec, and Montreal, the fortificatiojis of which mu^ 
be fepaired and ijr^ngthensd. Uiilefs England be 
determined to adopt, and rigoroufly to maintain a]\ 
thefe necefiary defences, perhaps after all inadequate, 
it is impolGbl^ tl)a^ Canada fliould long refill v\ 
American expedition. On fuch a tenure, and at fuch 
an enormous expence, will that province be wortlf 
holding I Mr. Payne, in his admir4blc letter to the 
Abbe Raynal, makes the following judicious obfer- 
vations on this fubjefl : — " Refpedting Canada, on? 
" or other of thefe two events will take place \ viz. if 
»' panada QiQuld become populous, it willrevolt; and 
«if 
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EngUfh, and he is perfuaded that two fifty 
gun fhips would be fufficient to fecure it. 
People 

« if it do not become fo, it will not be worth the cx- 
" pence of holding. But Canada never will become 
" populous; Britain may put herfelf to great expences 
•' ill fendins fettlers to Canada, but the defccndants of 
" tTiofe fettlers will be Americans, as other defcend- 
« ants have been before them. They will look round 
•* and fee the neighbouring States foverrign and free, 
*^ refpefted abroad, and trading at large with the 
*' world ; and the natural love of liberty, the advan- 
*' tages of commerce, the bleflings of independence, 
" and of a happier climate and a richer foil will draw 
•» them fouthviard, and the elFeas will be, that Bri- 
•* tain will futlain the expence, and America reap 
" the advantage, and the fame may be, faid of Ha- 
" r^ax and the country round it. One would think: 
*" that the experience Britain has had of America, 
•' would entirely ficken her of all thoughts of conti- 
•' runtal colonization ; and any part (he may retain, 
" will only become to her a field of jealoufy and 
*' thorns, of debate and contention, for ever ftrug- 
" gling for privileges, and meditating revolt. She may 
" form new fctlhmenU-, but they will be for us ; tbr/ 
" will became part ef the United States ofjimerica; and 
*' that againft all her contrivances tp prevent it, or 
" without any endeavour of ours to promote it. In 
" the firft place, (he cannot draw from them a revenue 
" until they' are able to pay one, and when they 
" are fo, ihey will be above fubje£tion. Men foon 
" become attached to the foil they live upon, and 
" inccuporated 
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People are wrong, added he, in dreading the 

navigation of the Lakes, and in not daring 

to 

* incorpwated with the profperity of the place } and 
*' it fignifies but little what opinions they come over 
*' with, for time, intereft, and new connexions will 
*' render them obfolete, and the .next generation 

*• Icnow nothing of them - — To fpeak explicitly 

•* on the matter, I would not, were I an European,. 
'* have Canada, under the conditions that Britain 
" muft retain it, could it be given to me. It is 
** one of thofe kinds of dominion that is, and 
*« ever will be, a conftant charge upon any foreign 

** holder — There are, I doubt not, thoufands 

** of people in England, who fuppofe that Canada 
** and Nova Scotia are a profit to the nation, whereas 
" 'they are direiUy the contrary, and inftead of 
" producing any revenue, a confiderable part of the 
** revenue of England is annually drawn off to fup- 
« port the expence of holding them,"— —What 
it cofts Engird to maintain Canada alone, may be > 
known from the following accurate tb^raii, verified 
by the" treafury accounts, of the expenca tf that Pre- 
vince, from the \ft efjun* 1776, U the %\th of 0£lo- 
ktr 1782, being fix years and fmr months. 
Military— Ordinaries, ^ 688,385 : 18 : ai 
Extraordinaries, 4j5IOj790 : 12 = 7 

Civil Eftablifiiment "l 100 u.'l ■ 8 ■ q 

and Contingencies, J '^-^ ' ' " 

Total, - - I 5,299*519 ■ 19 = 6i 
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to truft large ihips on them. On all thefe fub* 
ie<^s, hefpeaks asanenterprifing^well inform* 
ed man ; and capable of executing what he 
propofes. I fhall conclude this detail, by giv- 
ing theproje^lof acampaignagainfttheiava- 
ges, different from that adopted by Congrefs 
in 1 779, the execution of which was entruft- 
cd to General Sullivan. According to this, 
five hundred men only fliould have marched 
by IVioming and 'Tioga, whilft the remain- 
der of the army made its appearance by the 
head of the Mohawk river, and Lake Me'ida^ 
to take the favages in the rear, and cut 
off their retreat to Lake Ontario ; which 
appeared to me reafonable, becaufe by 
this means, the double object was fulfilled 
of deftroying the favages, and of avoiding 
a long 

It is true that the war extraordtnaries mud not bf 
taken into the ellimate of a peace edablifhment \ but 
will not the independence of the United States renr 
der a larger force neceffary than during the former 
peace, be fides the garrifons above mentioned, &c. 
and is war fo very improbable in that quarter ? Per- 
haps the moft fortunate event for Britain wi]l be, 
to receive the news, fome fpring or other, after the 
opening of the St. Lawrence, that Canada has been 
taken in the winter, with little or no bloodnied. 

Translator. 
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a long and difficult march for the main 
body of the army, acrofs the Great Swamp 
of Wioming.' 

To comprehend this, it muft be recol- 
leded, that in 1779, the Congrefa, feeing 
their enemies confined to New- York and 
Rhode Ifland, thought they might fpare a 
body of troops of three or four thoufand 
men againft the five nations, of whofe 
cruelties they had many proofs. The plan 
was to carry off or deftroy them, and thus 
relieve the country lying between the SaJ^ 
quahannah and the Delaware. General Sul- 
livan, after taking every fort of precaution 
to fecure the fubfiftence and health of the 
foldiers, made a very long and well con- 
ducted march, drove the favages before 
him, and burnt their villages and harvefts. 
But this was the whole fruit of his expedi- 
tion, for he never had it in his power to 
cut them off; the corps under General 
Clinton, which had penetrated by the Mo-I ] 
hawk river,jbeing found too weak to a£t of 
jtfelf, was obliged to join the main body of 
the army. 

I did 
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I did not fioifli my reading before tert 
o'clock ; and I continued in converfatioa 
■with General Schuyler, whilft the company 
Was at fupper. It cannot be fuppofed that 
I was able to reafon upon all the fubjeiiB 
he had laid before me. I -contented myfelf 
therefore with remarking that every partial 
expetUtion againft Canada, and which did 
not tend to the total conqueft, or rather 
the deliverance of that country, would be 
dangerous and ineife£lual { as it would not 
be ftrengthened by the concurrence of the 
inhabitants, they having been already de^ 
ccived in their expeflatiohs in Montgo- 
mery's expedition, and dreading the refent- 
ment of the Englifh, fhould they a fecond 
time fliew themfelves favourable to the 
Americans. It gave me pieafure to find him 
of the fame opinion. We then feparated 
well pleafed with each other, and I returned 
home to await the decifion of the weather, 
refpefting the next day's journey. 

The 2yth in the morning, underftand- 

ing that the rivers were not yet frozen, and 

the weather being fine but very cold, I wifh- 

cd to take advantage of it to go to ScheneSia^ 

dy. 
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idj/. This is a town fituated 14 miles from 
Albany, on the Mohawk river. . It excites 
•fome curiofity, from being built in the very 
country of the favages ; from its being 
picketed, that is to fay, furrounded with 
lofty palifades, like their villages, and from 
their ftill retaining fome habitations there, 
which form a fort of fuburb, to the eaft of 
the town. It was rather late when I thought 
of this ride, and it was noon before I got 
a fledge; but General Schuyler had alfured 
me that I ftiould be there in two hours, 
on the fuppofition, dpubtlefs, that my fledge 
would be better provided with horfes. I 
found the roads very bad, and, the horfes 
ftill worfe ; for they would not draw, and 
if M. de Montefquieu had not himfelf taken 
the reins, and prefled them forward with 
more vivacity than their merciful conduflor, 
I believe I ihould have remained in the 
fnow, with which this country is covered 
fix months in the year. The country 
which lies between Albany and Schenec- 
tady, is nothing but an immenfe foreft of 
pine-trees, untouched by the hatchet. They 
are lofty and robuft, but thin fown j and 
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as nothing grows under their fliade, a, line 
of cavalry might traverfe this wood without 
breaking their ranks, or defiling. It was 
three o'clock, and myfelf half dead with cold 
^hen I reached Schenedady. This town 
ftands at the foot of a fraall declivity, on 
your coming out df the woods; it is regu- 
larly built, and contains five hundred houfes 
tvithin the palifades, without reckoning 
fome dwellings which form a fuburb, and 
the Indian village adjoining to the fuburb* 
Two families, and eight inhabitants, are 
reckoned to a houfe. Beyond the town^ to 
the weftward, the country is more open, 
and the land very fertile ; it produces a great 
deal of corn, of which they carry on a great 
trade. I alighted at Colonel Glen's, the 
Quarter-Mafter-General of this diftrifl, a 
lively, aftive man. He received me in the 
politeft manner • an excellent fire, and two 
or three glaffes of toddy, warmed me, fo as 
to enable me to affc him fome queftions, 
and to return immediately, for night was 
coming on, and the Vicomte de Noailles 
expefted me at dinner at five o'clock. Co- 
lonel Glen lent me horfes to return to Al- 
bany, 



db,GoogIc 



NORTri-AMERlCA. ^at 

bany, and was fo good as to condud me 
himfelf into the Indian village. As we 
were preparing to fet out, one of thefe fa- 
vages entered his houfe : he was a mclTen- 
ger difpatched by their hunters, who camo 
to inform him of a party of one hundred 
and fifty SeneeaSf and feveral tones, making 
their appearance a few miles from Saratoga, 
and having even carried off one of their 
young men. This meffenger fpoke very 
good French, and very bad Englifti ; bora 
of a Canadian, or European father, he had 
mixed with the favages, amongft whom he 
Jiad lived twenty years, rather from liber- 
tinifm than any other motive. The news 
he brought was not very encouraging for the 
journey I was about to take, but I gave lit- 
tle credit to it, and I was in the right. 

The Indian village Mr. Glen conduded 
me to, is nothing but an affemblage of mi- 
ferable huts in the wood, along the road to 
Albany. He took me into that of a favage 
du Saui Saint Louisy who had long lived at 
Montreal, and fpoke good French. Thefe 
huts are like our barracks in time of war, 
or thofe run up in vineyards, or orchards, 

Vol, I. D d to 
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to watch the fruit when it is ripe. All the 
timber confifts in two up-right8 and one 
crofs p(^e ; it is covered with a matted roof, 
but this is well lined within by a quantity 
of bark. The inner fpace is rather below 
the leVel of the ground, and the entrance by 
a little fide-door ; in thc^middle rf the hut 
is the fire-place, front which the fmoke af- 
cends by an opening in the roof. On each fide 
ef the fire, are raifed two branchesi which 
run the length of the hut, and ferve to fleep 
on ; thefe are covered with ikins and bark. 
Befide the favage who fpoke French, in this 
hut, there was a fquaby the name ^ven to 
the Indian women, who had taken him as 
her fecblid, and was bringing up a child by 
her firft hufband ; two old men compofed 
the remainder of the family, which had a 
melaneholy and poor appearance. The 
fquah was hideous, as they all are, and her 
hufband almoft ftupid, fo that the charms 
of. this fociety did not make me forget that 
the day was-advancing, and that It was time 
to fet out. All that I could learn fi-om the 
Colonel, or from the favages, was, that the 
State gives them rations of meat, and fome- 
4 times 
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times of flour j that they poHefa alfo fome 
Jand, where they fow Indian com, and go 
a hunting for Ikins, which they exchange 
for rum. They are fometimes employed 
in war, and are commended for thdr bra- 
very and fidelity. Though in fubjeftion td 
the Am6ficans, they have their chiefs, to 
whbm application is made for juftice, when 

-^ ftn Indian ha8',committed any crime. . Mr. 
Glen told"' me, that they fubmitted to the 

^unidiments inflif^ed on them ; but had no 
idea that it was right to punllli them with 
death, even for homicide. Their number 
at prefent is 350 ; which is conftantly di- 
minifhirtg, as well as that of the five nations, 
I do not believe that thefe five nations can 
produce four thoufand men in arms. The 
lavages of themfelves therefore would not 
be much to be dreaded, were they not fup- 
ported by the Englifh, and the American 
tories. As an advanced guard, they are 
formidable, as an army they are nothing* 
But their cruelty feems to augment in pro- 
portion as their numbers diminilh ; it is 
fuch as to render it impoffible for the Ame- 
Hcans to confent to have them long for 
D d 2 neighbours ; 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



404 TRAVELSIN 

neighbours j and a neceflary confequencc of 
a peace, if favourable to the Congrefs, muft 
be their total deftrut^ion, or thdr exclu- 
ii6n at leaft from all the country within the 
lakes*. Thofe who are attached to the 
Americans, and live in fome manner under 
their laws, fuch as the Mohawk* of the 
environs of Schene£tady, and part of the 
Oneidas, will uhimately become civilized, 
and be confounded with them. This is 
what every feeling and reafonable man fhould 
"wifli, who, preferring the interefts of hu- 
manity to thofe of his own celebrity, dif- 
d^ns the Htde artifice ib oftea and fo fuo 
cefsfully 

* Dr. Franklin, whofc amiable and philofophic minJ 
finccrely laments all the evils attendant on humanity, 
ufed frequently to regret the panful neceDIty under 
which he forefaw America would Jhortly find herfelf of 
ufing violence againll the lavages, from the bloody 
fcenes into which they Were led by the policy of the 
Englifh Government. The Tranilator has ofteiHieard 
him exprefs himfelf with the utmoft feniibility on the 
fubjeft, and fuggcft many expedients to prevent the 
probability of matters being urged to that horrid ex- 
tremityi but realbn, philofophy, and eloquence were in 
V^ oppofed by good and wife men' to the headlong ca- 
leer of that load war. 

Trahslatchc. 
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ttfsfiiUy employed, of extolling ignorance 
and poverty, to extort praifes in fenatee and 
academies. 

I had time enough to make thefe and a 
great many other reflexions, whilft, by the 
fole light of the fnow, I was pdEng through 
thefe majeftic woods, where the filence 
which reigns in the night is feldom diC-- 
turbed even in the day. I did not arrive at- 
the apartments of the Vicomte de Noailles 
till near eight o*clock, where fupper, tea, 
and converfation detained me till midnight. 
Still nothing was decided refpeSing our 
journey, and the news we had received waa 
by no means fatisfadtory. The next morn- 
ing I received a letter from Genera! Schuy- 
ler, to inform me, that having fent the 
evening before, he was told that I was gone 
to ScheneXady, and from thence to Sarato- 
ga ; but that he was glad to know I wa» 
detained at Albany, for that finding him- 
felf much better of his gout, he intended 
accompanying me the next day. He rt. 
quefted me to come and pafs the evening 
with him, to fettle our route, and our de- 
parture. I anfwered his letter, by accept- 
Dd 3 ing 
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kig of all his propofitions ; and employed 
part of the morning in walking about Al- 
bany, not without taking many precautions, 
for the ftreets were covered with ice. My 
firft vifit was to the artillery park, or rather 
the trophies of the Americans ; for there is 
no other artillery in this place than eight 
handfome mortars, and twenty ammuni- 
tion waggons, which made part of Bur- 
goyne's artillery *. I entered a large work- 
ihop where they were employed in making 
mufquets for the array. The barrels of 
thefe mufquets, and the bayonets, are forg.- 
ed a few miles from Albany, and polifhed 
and finilhed here. 1 inquired the price of 
them, and found that the weapon complete 
eofts about five dollars. The armourers are 
enlifted, and receive befides their ration^ 
very confiderable lalaries, if they were weU 
paid. From thence I went to another bar- 
rack fituated towards the weft of the town, 
which 

* The principal part of Burgoyne's artillery was 
conveyed to Philadelphia, v^ere I (aw a very Bne park, 
formed of them and the pieces taken irom the [leffians, 
in v^tfiotis engageiaents, 

TflASfLATOR, 
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which fervcs as a military hofpital. The 
ficfc are ferved by women. Eaph of them 
has a feparate bed, aijd they appear in ge- 
neral to be well taken care of| and kept 
very clean. At dinner all the company 
who were to be of the Saratoga party col- 
lefted at my lodgings, and we went after- 
wards to General Schuyler's to fettle mat- 
ters for our journey, and, in confequence, 
fet out the next day at funrife, in five dif- 
ferent fledges. General Schuyler took mc ' 
in his own. We pafled the Mohawk river 
on the ice, a mile above the cataradt. It 
was almoft the firft attempt, and fucceeded 
with all but Major Popham, whofe two 
horfes broke through the ice, and funk in- 
to the river. This event will appear fatal 
to Europeans ; but let them not be alarm- 
ed at the confequences. It is a very com- 
mon accident, and b remedied in two ways; 
one by dragging the horfes on the ice 
by force, and, if pofTible, by the help of a 
lever or plank to raife them up ; the other 
by ftranglin^ them with their halter, or the 
reins : as foon as they have lofl: their refpi* 
radon, and moticui, they float on the water, 
• , Dd4 aa4 
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and are lifted by their fore-feet on the ice ; 
the ftridure is loofened, they are bled, and 
in a quarter of an hour are reinftated in 
the hamefs. As there were a great many 
of us, the 6rll method, which is the furefl:, 
was employed. All this may be eafily con- 
ceived, but it will be afked what becomes 
of the fledge, and how one does to approach 
the gulph opened by the horfes ? The an- 
fwer is, that thefe animals being much 
heavier than the fledge, and fupported by 
four flender bafes, break the ice under their 
feet, without caufing the fledge to fink, 
which is light of itfelf, and its weight fup- 
ported by-long pieces of wood which ferve 
by way of fliafts. The travellers are not 
lefs fafe, the ice being always thicker than 
J6 neceflary to bear them. As for the horfes, 
they eafily keep themfelves up on the fur- 
face of the water, by means of their fore- 
legs, and by relling their heads upon the 
ice. 

The accident which happened to Major 

Popham's fledge, did not detain us above 

feven or eight minutes ; but we went a Ht- 

tlg aftray in the woods we had to pafs, to 

reach 
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reach the high road. We came into it be- 
tween Half Moon and Stillwater. A mile 
from thence, I faw on the left, an opening 
in the wood, . and a pretty extenfive plain, 
below which runs a creek, and obferved to 
General Schuyler, that there muft be a 
good pofition there : he told me I was not 
deceived, and that it had been reconnoitred 
for that purpofe in cafe of need. The 
creek is called Antbon/s RiU^ the word r;7/, 
amongft the Dutch, having the fame figni- 
fication as creek with the Americans. Three 
miles farther on, we traverfed a hamlet cal- 
led Still-water Landing-placey for it is here 
jthat boats coming down from Saratoga are 
obliged to flop to avoid the rapids. From 
hence there is a portage of eight or ten, 
miles to the place where the river is navi- 
gable. I imagine the name of Stillwater is 
derived from its tranquillity here previous 
to the commencement of the rapids. Ge- 
neral Sch;uyler.fhewed me fome redoubts he 
had conftru<Sed to defend the park, where 
his boats and provifions were coUeded, af- 
ter the evacuation of fort Ame and fort Ed- 
ward, We flopped there to refreih our 
horfes. 
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horfes. The General had given the ren- 
dezvous to a militia officer, called Swangy 
who lives in this neighbourhood, and ferv- 
ed in the army of General Grates ; he put 
me into his hands, and continued his route 
to Saratoga, to prepare our reception. I 
prefently got into a fledge with my guide, 
and, at the end of three miles, we faw two 
houfes on the bank of the river ; it was 
here that General Gates had his right, and 
his bridge of boats defended by a redoubt 
on each bank. We alighted to examine 
this interefting pofition, which diflSpated all 
the hopes of Burgoyne, and prepared his 
ruin. I fhall attempt to give fome idea of 
it, which, though incomplete indeed, may 
throw fome light on the relations of Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, and even ferve to reiaify his 
errors. 

The emiqencies, called Breams's Heights, 
ftom whence this famous camp is named, 
^c only a part of thofe high grounds which 
extend along the right bank of the Hudfon, 
from the river Mohawk to that of Sarato- 
ga. At the ^t chofen by General Gates 
for hb pofition, they £onn, qh the fide of 
thQ 



D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 



NORTH-AMERICA. 411 

the river, two different flopes, or terraces.. 
In mounting the firft flope, are three rei 
doubts placed in parallel direftions. la 
front of the laft, on the north fide, is 9, 
little hollow, beyond which the ground 
rifes again, on which are three more re- 
doubts, placed nearly in the fame direftion 
as the former. In front of them is a deep 
ravine which runs from the weft, in which 
IS a fmall creek. This ravine takes its rife 
in the woods, .jvnd all the ground on the 
right of it is extremely thick fet with wood. 
If you will now return upon your fteps, 
place yourfelf near the firft redoubts I 
fpoke of, and mount to the fecond flope 
proceeding to the weftrward, you wUl find, 
on the moft elevated platform, a large en- 
trenchment which was parallel with the ri- 
ver, and then turns towards the north-weft, 
where it terminates in fome pretty fteep fum- 
mits, which were likewife fortified by 
fmall redoubts. To the left of thefe heights, 
and at a place where the declivity, becomes 
more gentle, begins another entrerjchment 
vdiich turns towards the weft, and makes 
two or three angles, always carried over 
th? 
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the tops of the heights to the fouth-weft. 
Towards the north-weft, you come out of 
the lines to defcend another platfonn, which 
prefents a pofition the more favourable, as 
it commands the furrounding woods, and 
refifts every thing which might turn the 
left flank of the army. It is here that Ar- 
nold was encamped with the advanced 
guard. 

If you defcend ag^n from this height, 
proceeding towards the north, you are pre- 
fently in the midft of the woods near Free- 
matis FartJit and on the ground where the 
adtions of the 19th of September, and the 
yth of Odober happened. I avoid the word 
afield of battle ; for thefe two engagements 
were in the woods, and on ground fo inter- 
fered and covered, that it is impoflfible 
either to conceive or dlfcover the fmallejt re- 
femhlance between it and the plan given to 
the public by General Burgoyne. But what 
appears to me very clear is, that this Ge- 
neral, who was encamped about four nules 
from the camp of Breams' s Heights^ wifhing 
to approach, and reconnoitre the avenues to 
It, marched through the woods in four co- 
lumnSj 
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.lumos^ and that having feveral ravines to pafs, 
he made General Fra%er, with the advanced 
guard, turn them at their origin ; that two 
other columns traverfed the ravines, and 
the woods, as well as they could, without 
either communicating or materially wait- 
ing for each other i that the left column, 
chiefly compofed of artillery, followed the 
courfe of the river, where the ground is 
more level, and bmlt bridges over the ra- 
vines and rivulets, which are deeper on that 
fide, as they all terminate in the river; 
that the engajgement firft began with the 
rifiemm and American militia, who were 
fupportedas neceffity required, without any 
prior difpofitioir ; that the advanced guard, 
and the right column were the firft engage 
ed, and that the combat lafted until the 
columns on the left arrived, that is to fay, 
till funfet ; that the Americans then retir- 
ed to their camp, where they had taken 
care to convey their wounded j that the 
Engliih advanced guard, and the right co* 
lumn greatly fuffered j both one and th« 
other having been very long engaged in' the 
woods without any fupport. 

General 
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General Burgoyne purchafed dearly ttitf 
frivolous honour of fleeping on the field of 
battle : he now encamped at Freeman's 
farm, fo near the American camp, that it 
was impoffible for him to manoeuvre, fo 
that he found himfelf in the fituation of a 
chefs-player, who fuffers himfelf to be ftale 
mated. In this pofitiore he remained until 
the yth of Odober, when feeing his pro- 
vifions expended, hearing nothing of Clin- 
touj and being too near the enemy to re- 
treat without dangerj he tried a fecond at- 
tack, and again made an attempt for his 
advanced guard to turn their left. The 
enemy, with whom the woods were filled, 
penetrated his defign, themfelves turned 
the left flank of the corps which threatened 
theirs, put them to rout, and purfued them 
fo far as to find themfelves^ without knowing 
it, oppofite the camp of the Germans. This 
camp was fituated en potencey and a little in 
the rear of the Hue. Arnold and Lincohi, 
animated with fuccefs, attacked and carried 
the entrenchments : both of them bought 
the yn€tOTj at the price of their blood ; each 

of 
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of them had a leg broke * with niufquet 
flior. I faw the fpot where Arnold, unit- 
ing the hardinefs of a jock^ f with that of 
a foldier, leaped his horfe over the entrench- 
ment of the enemy. It was like all thofe 
of this couatry, a fort of parapet, formed 
by the trunks of trees piled one upon ano- 
ther. This adlion was very brifk, to which 
the fir trees, which are torn by mufquet and 
cannon fhot, will long bear teftimony ; for 
the term of their exiAence feems as remote, 
as is the period of their ori^n. 

I continued reconnoitring Here till night j 
fometimes walking in the fnow, where I 
funk to the knees, and fometimes travelling 
ftill lefs fuccefsfully in a Hedge, my con- 
ductor having taken care to overfet me, very 
gently indeed, in a great heap of fnow. 
After furveying Burgoyne*s lines, I at length 
got down to the high road, pailing through 
a iield where he had eftabliihed his hofpi- 
tal. We then travelled more eafily, and I 
got to Saratoga at feven in the evening, af- 
ter 

* Lincoln was not wounded till the next day. 
t The name given in America to horfe-dealers, as 
well as thofe \^o take car* ofhorfes. 
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ter a feven and thirty miles journey ; wg 
found good rooms well warmed, an excel- 
lent fupper, and had a gay and agreeable 
converfation ; for General Schuyler, like 
many European hufbands, is ftill more ami- 
able when he is abfent from his wife. He 
gave us inftruftions for our next day's ex- 
pedition, as well to Fort EJivarJy as to the 
great catarad of Hudfon's river, eight miles 
above that fort, and ten from Lake George. 

In confequence of thefe arrangements, 
we fet out the next morning at eight o'clock^ 
with the Majors Grame and Popbam^ whom 
he had requefted to accompany us. We 
remounted the right bank of the Hudfon for 
near three miles, before we found a fafe 
place to pafs the river in our fledges. That 
we made choice of expofed us to no danger, 
thfe ice being as thick as we could wifh it ; 
but on approaching the oppofite fide, the 
banks appeared to me fo high and fl:eep 
that I could not conceive how we ihould 
get up them. As it is my principle to 
form no judgment of any thing I do not 
underftand, and always to conform myMf 
in travelling as in navigation, to the paibn$ 
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v?hb are habituated to the roads, I was fit- 
ting qiuetly in my fledge, waiting the event, 
when my conduaor, a farmer of the coua- 
try, called his horfes with a ferocious cry, 
fomething like that of the favages; and in 
an iallant, without a ftroke of the whip, 
they fet off with the fledge, and, in three 
bounds, were at the top of a precipice, of ■ 
fio feet high, nearly perpendicular. 

The road to Fort Edward is almoft al- 
ways on the fide of the river, but you fre- 
quently lofe fight of it in the fir-woods you 
pafs through. From time to time you 
difcover tolerable handfome houfes on 
the two banks. That of the unfortunate 
Mifs Mac Rea, who was killed by the 
favages, was pointed out to me. If the 
■wljigs were fuperftitious, they would at- 
tribute this event to the divine ven- 
geance. The parents of Mifs Mac Rea 
were whigs, nor did ftxe belie the fettti- 
ments with which they had infpired her, 
until flie became acquainted with an En- 
glifli ofiicer at New- York, who triumphed 
at once over her virtue, and her patriotifm. 
From that moment flie efpoufed the inte- 
refts of England, and waited till fiie had 
Voi,. I. E e an 
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an opportunity of marry u^ her lover. Tbe 
war which fooa extended' to New-Tork, at 
well as Boftoo, obliged her &ther to retire 
to his country-houfe, which he abandoned 
immediately on the approach of Burgoyne's 
army. But Mifs Mac Rea's lover was in 
this army ; {he wilhed to fee him again as 
a conqueror, to marry him, and then par- 
take of his toils and his fucceiTes. Unfor- 
tunately the Indians compofed the vanguard 
of this army ; thefe favages are not much 
accuftomed to diftinguifli friends from foes j 
they pillaged the houfe of Mifs Mac Rea, 
and carried her off. When they had con- 
duced her to their camp, it was a matter 
of difpute to whom flie fliould belong ; they 
could not agree, and to terminate the quar- 
rel, feme of them killed her with a tofno- 
hawk. The recital of this fad cataftrophe, 
whilft it made me deplore the miferies of 
war, concentrated all my inlereft in the per- 
fon of the Englifh officer, ta whom it was 
allowable to liflen at once to his paffion and 
his duty. I know that a death fo cruel and 
unforefeen, would iumifh a very pathetic 
fubjeft for a drama, or an elegy; but no- 
thing ihort of the charms of eloquence 
and 
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fend ptoetry is capable of moving the hearty 
for fu'eh a deftinyi by exhibiting only the 
ieffefl, and throwing the caufe into the fliade; 
for fuch is the triie charafter of love, that 
all the noble and generous affeiSiDns feem 
to be its natural attendants, and if it be that 
it can fomelimes allay itfelf with blameable 
circumftances, every thing at leaft which 
tends to humiliate or degrade it, either an- 
nihilates or difguifes its genuine featureis. 

As you approach Fort Edward the houfeS 
become more rare. This fort is biiilt at 
fixteen miles from Saratoga, in a little val- 
ley ncEu: the riVer, bn the only fpot which 
is not covered with vrood, and where yoil 
"can have a prolped fo the diftance of a mut 
^uet-fliot around yoU. Formeriy it confifted 
of a fquare-, fortified hf two baftions on th6 
eaA-'fide, and by two demi-baftiont on the 
fide of the river ; but this bid fortification 
is abahdonedi becaufe it was too much com- 
manded^ and a large redoubt, vrith a fimple 
parapet and a wretched pallifade, is built oil 
a more elevated fpot : within axe Iknall bar- 
racks for about two hundred foldiers. Such 
is Fort iEdward, fo much fpoken of in Eu- 
itope, although it could in no time havebeen 
E e 2 able 
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able to refift five hundred men, with fbuf 
pieces of canncai. I flopped here an hour 
to refrefli my horfes, and about noon fet 
ofl" to proceed as far as the cataraft, which 
Is eight miles beyond it. On leaving the 
valley, and purfuing the road to Lake 
George, is a tolerable military pofition which 
was occupied in the war before the laft ; it 
is a fort of entrenched camp, adapted to an 
abattis, guarding the paffage from the woods, 
and commanding the valley. 

I had fcarcely loft fight of Fort Edward, 
before the fpe^acle of devaftation prefented 
itfelf to my eyes, and continued to diflrefs 
them as far as the place I ftopped at. 
Peace and Induftry had conduced cultiva- 
tors amidft thefe ancient forefts, men con- 
tent and happy, before the period of this 
war. Thofe who were in Burgoyne's way 
alone expoienced the horrors of his expe- 
dition ; but on the lafl invafion of the fa- 
vages, the defolation has fpread from Fort 
Schuyler (or Fort Siamivije)^ even to Fort 
Edward. I beheld nothing around me but 
the remains of conflagrations ; a few bricks, 
proof againfl the fire, were the only indica- 
tions 
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tions of ruined houfcs ; whilft the' fences 
ftill entire, and cleared out lands, announc- 
ed that thefe deplorable habitations had 
once been the abode of riches, and of hap- 
pinefs. Arrived at the height of the cata- 
rad, it was neceflary to quit our flcdgesyand 
walk half a mile to the bank of the river. 
The fnow was fifteen inches deep, which 
rendered this walk rather difficult, and ob- 
liged us to proceed in Indian Bles, in order 
to make a path. Each of us put ourfelves 
alternately at the head of this little column, 
as the wild geefe relieve each other to oc- 
cupy the fummit of the angle they form in 
their flight. 3ut had our march been Aill 
more difficult, the fight of the cataraft was 
an ample recompenfe. It is not a fheet of 
water as at CohoeSy and at Totohmv : the ri- 
ver confined, and interrupted in its courfe 
by different rocks, glides through the midft 
of them, and precipitating itfelf obliquely, 
forms feveral cafcades. That of Coho^ 
is more majeftic, this more terrible : 
the Mohawk River feems to fall from its 
own dead weight j that of Hudfon frets, 
and becomes enraged ; it foams and forms 
E e 3 whirl- 
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whirlpoole, and flies like 4 ferpeut making; 
its efcape, fUlI contiauing its menaces by. 
horrible hiflings. 

It was near two when we regained our 
fledges, having two-and-twenty miles tq 
return to Saratoga, fo that we trod back our 
fleps as hO. as poflible ; but we fliU had to 
halt at Fort Edward to refrefli our horfes. 
We employed this time, as we had done in 
the mornirig, in warming ourfelves by the 
fire of the ofiicers who command the gar- 
rifon. They are five in number, and have 
about one hundred and fifty foldiers. They 
are ilationed in this defert for the whole 
winter, and I leave the reader to ima^ne 
whether this garrifon be much more gay 
than thofe of Gravelines, or Briancon,^ 
We fet off again iri an hour, and night foon 
overtook us j but before it was dark, I had 
the fatisfadion to, fee the firft game I had 
met with in my journey : it was a bevy of 
quails, by fome called partridges, though 
they have a much greater refemblance of 
' quails. They were perched, to the number of 
(even, 

% Two, of- thfi moft melancholy garrifons in France, 

TaANSLATOR, 
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itwcrij upon a fence. I go% out of my iledge 
to have a nearer view of them ; they fufFer- 
ed me to approach within four paces, and 
to make them rife I was obliged to throw 
iny cane at them j they all went off toge- 
ther, in a flight fimilar to that of partridges, 
ftnd like them they are fedentary.* 

E e 4 Our 

• This bird can neither be cladcd in the fpecies of 
quails, nor in tiiat of partridges; it is* larger than 
the former, ^nd (mailer than the latter j the feathers 
E^ the wings ai^ body are nearly of the fame colour 
with the grey partridge, thofe of the belly are mixed 
with grey and black, like the har'taveile. The neck 
of the cock is white, that of the ben, yellow } both 
of them have a handfome black collar It whilUes like 
a quail, but with more force ; and has four notes, 
v^ereas th« quail has only three. In other refpefb 
its manners refemble more thofe of the red partridge 
than the quail, for it perches, and ia always in a flock j 
it haunts the woods and morafles. This bird is very 
common in America, more fo to the fouthward, (ban 
in the northern parts, It is no exaggeration to aflcrt 
that in one winter only, and in a circle of five or ioi 
leagues, the officers in winter quarters at Williamf- 
burgh and York, killed upwards of fix thoufand, 
and that they bought as many of the negroes, which 
they had taken in little fnares, yet it was difficult 
to perceive any diminution of their numbers the follow* 
ing fpring. 
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Our return was quick and fortunate : we 
had no accident to fear but at the fecond 
paflage of the river, and the defcent of the 
precipice we had mounted. I w^ted for 
this frefli trial with as much confidence as 
the former ; but a fledge, which was before 
mine, flopping at that place, and the dark- 
nefs of the night preventing me from dif- 
tinguilhing any thing, I imagined that the 
company .were going to alight ; the firft, 
fledge was that of the Vieomte de Noailles, 
and the Comte de Damas j but I. was fcarce- 
ly alighted, before I faw this fledge fet out 
with all its lading, and ilide down the pre- 
cipice with fuch rapidity that it could not 
be ftopped at thirty yards from the bottom. 
They make no more ceremony in defcend- 
ing thefc precipices, than in mounting them : 
the horfes accuftomed fo this manoeuvre, 
precipitate themfelves, as rapidly as they 
launch off the carriage, fo that the fledge 
Aiding like the Ramajfe of mount Cenis, 
cannot touch their hind legs and make them' 
fall. 

At half paft {in, we reached General 
Schuyler's, where we fpent our evening as 
agreeably as the former. 

The 
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■ The 31ft we got on horfebacfc at eight 
o'clock, and Mr. Schuyler conduced us 
himfelf to the camp occupied by the Englifli 
when General Burgoyne capitulated. We 
could not have a better guide, but he was 
abfolutely neceffary for us in every refped ; 
for befides that this event happened before 
his eyes, and that he was better able than 
any body to ^ve us an account of it, no 
perfon but the proprietor of the ground 
himfelf was able to conduct . us fafely 
through the woods ; the fences and entrench- 
ments being covered a foot deep with fnow. 
In throwing your eyes upon the chart, 
you will fee that Saratoga is fituated on the 
bank of a fmall river which comes from a 
lake of that name, and falls into the Hud- 
fon. On the right bank of the Fijh-Kill, 
the name of that little river, flood formerly 
a handfome country-houfe belonging to 
General Schuyler ; a large farm depending 
on it, two or three faw-mills, a meeting- 
houfe, and three or four middling houfes, 
compofed all the habitations of this cele- 
brated place, the name of which will be 
handed down to the lateft pofterity. After 
6 the 
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the flffiur of the 7th of Odober, Geti«ra| 
Burgoyne began his retreat ; he marched n 
the night between the 8th and 9th, but did 
not pafs the creek tilt the 131!/, fo much 
difficulty he had in dragging his artilleryj 
which htperjijied in preferving^ although the 
greateft part of his horfes were killed, or 
dead with hunger. He took four days 
therefore to retire eight miles, which ^<nw 
the Americans time to follow liim on the 
right bank of the Hudfoni and to get be- 
fore him on the left bank, where they oc- 
cupied in force aH the paffages. General 
Bui^oyne had fcarcely reached the other 
fide of the creek, before he fet foe to Ge* 
neral Schuyler's houfe, rather from malice^ 
than for the fafety of his army ;* fmce this 
houfe, 

• This is a matter in which General Bur^oyne's 
honour, and humanity, fecm to be direftly called in 
queftion. The General in his examination of wit- 
nelFes on the inquiry into the foilure of his expedi- 
tion before the Houfe of Commons, was particularly 
anxious to exculpate himfelf on the fubject, and to 
prove not only diat it always was neccjfary in a military 
point of view to deikoy this houfe, but that General 
Schuyler himfelf afterwards admitted that nKeJJity—' 
_ in oppofition to which wc have here the aJlertion of 



j:,GoogIe 



NORTH-AMERICA. 41^ 

hdufe, fituated in a bottom, could afford na 

advantage to the jimerlcans j and he left the 

farm 

a man of rank diftinguifhcd in the military and li- 
terary world, as well as the General, who on the tef- 
tiraony of General Schuyler, aflerts, " ^ue h Gtne- 
ral Burgoynt fut a piiiie^de r autre cite de la creei, qu'H 
Jit mettre U fiu a la maijan du General Sehuyler, plutSt 
par bamblury que pour la fitret? de fon armii Sec, &c." 
The Tranflator knows General Burgoyne to be a 
fbldier of honour, who in that capacity never wifbes 
to forget the paramount duties of the citizen, and 
the man'; the Marquis de Chaflelltix, too, defervedly 
flands high in the public eftimation i it is with in- 
finite concern, therefore, that the Tranflator find* 
bimfelf unable to refute the injurious alTertion, or 
reconcile the contradifljon. That the matter may be 
fairly brought to iffue, he fubjoins an ostratft from 
General Burgoyne's fpcech in the fioufe of Com- 
mons, in anfwer to " a call upon him by Mr. 
Wilies-i for explanation refpe£Ung the burning of 
the country during the progrefs of the army under 
his conimand." *^ J am ignorant, laid the General, of 
" any fuch- circumfbnce : I do not recoiled more 
*' than one accident by fire ; I pofitively aflert there 
^' was no fire by . order, or countenance of myfelf, 
^ or any other officer, except, at Saratoga. That 
f diftrift is the property of Major General Schuyler 
*'of the American troops; there were large barracks 
?' built by him, which took fire the day after the 
!* itrmy arrived en the ground in their retreat ; and 



i.,GoogIe 



4i8 T R A V E L S IN 

ferm ftanding, which is at prefent the only 
afylum for the owner. It is here that Mr. 
Schuyler 

•* I believe I need not flate any other proof of that 
** matter being merely accident, than that the bar- 
** racics were then made afe of as mj hofpital, and 
* full of Hck and wounded foldiers. General 
•* Schuyler had likewife a very good dwetling-houfe, 
** exceeding large ftorehoufes, great . faw-mills, and 
*• other out-buildings, to the value altogether per- 
" haps of ten thmfand patatdt : a few days before 
*• the negotiation with General Gates, the enemy 
*' had formed a plan to attack me : a large column 
*' of troops was approachii^ to pafs the fmall rivers, 
" preparatory to a general aftion, and was entirely 
** covred frtm the fire of my artUkry by thafe buildings, 
** Sir, I avow that I gave the order to fet them on 
" fire ; and in a very fhort time the whole property 
^ 1 have defcribed was confumed, Bu^ to fhew 
" that the perfon moll deejJy concerned in that ' ca- 
« lamity did not put the conftru£tion upon it which 
" it has pleafed ^e honOuraWe Gentleman to do, I 
"muft inform the Houle, that one of the firft per- 
" fMK I faw, after the convention was fighed, was 
" Gtneral Schuyler. I exprefled to him my regret at 
" the event wliich had happened, and the rcafons 
" which occafloned it. He dcfired me to think no 
** more of it ; faid that the Kcafion jsjiified it, accord- 
*' ing to the principles and rules ' of war, and he 
''■Jbsitld have dane the fame up»n the fame Bccafun, or 
** words to that cffeft. He did more— he font an 
" Aide de Camp to condu^ mc to Albany, in or- 
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Schuykr lodged us in fome temporary apart- 
zneots he £tted up, until happier times allow 
him to build another houfe. The creek 
runs between two ftecp afcents, the fum- 
mits ; of which are about the fame height ; 
it then defcends by feveral rapids which 
turn the mills ; there the ground is more 
open, and continues fo to the north river ; 
that ia to fay, for half a mile. As to Ge- 
neral" Burgoyne's pofition, it is difficult to 
defcribe it, becaufe the ground is fo very 
irregular, and the General finding himfelf 
furrounded, was obliged to divide hi« troops 
into three camps, forming three different 
fronts ; 

*' der, as he exprefled, to procure me better quarters 

* than a ilranger might be able to find. This gen- 

* tleman condu£ted me to a very elegant houfe, and, 
** to my great Airprire, preTented me to Mrs. Schu^- 
*' ler and her &mily : and in this General's houfe I 
** remaned during my whole flay at Albany, with % 
*• table of more than twenty tevers for me and mj 
** friends, and every other poffiblc demonftration of 
*' hofpitality I a iituation painful as it is true in point of 
" fenfibility at the time, but which I now contem^ate 
*' with fame fatisfa^on, as carrying undeniable tefli- 
" mony how litde I dcfcrved the chaiges of the ho- 
** nourable gentleman." 

TSANSIATOK, 
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troatB ; one facing the creek, another Hu^ 
fon*8 river, and the third the mountains t6 
the weftward. ■ General Burgoyne's plan 
^ves a tolerable juft idea of this pofitionj 
which was not ill taken, and is only defec* 
idve on the fide of the Germans, where the 
ground fOTms a rifing, the declivity of which 
Was agiunft them. All that it is neceflkry 
to obferve isj that the woods continually 
rife towards the weft ; fo thjtt the General 
might very Well occupy -fome advantageous 
eminences, but never the fummits. Ac-» 
cordingly. General Gates, who arrived at Sa* 
ratoga almoft as foon as the EngKfli, paffed 
two thoufand men over the creek, with 
orders to begin to fire on the 14th and cqn-> 
fiderably incommode the Englifh. General 
Schuyler criticifes thia pofition ; he pre- 
tends that this corps fo advanced as to be 
in danger, vrithout being ftrong enough to 
oppofe the retreat of the enemy. But when 
we confider that thefe two thoufand men 
were ported in very thick woods j that they 
were protefted by abattis ; had a fecurS 
"retreat in the Immenfe foreft in their rear^ 
and that they had only to harafs a Bying 
3 enemy, . 



i.,GoogIe 



KORttt-AMERICA. ^3i 

Tinemy, whofe courage was brt^en, every 
laiUtary man will think with me that tljis 
was rather the criticifm of a fevere rivaJ, 
than -of a well infonned •and methodical 
tad:ician. Be this as it may, it is very ceiv 
*tain that Burgoyne Had no other alternative 
than to let his troops be flaughtered, « 
capitulate. His army had only five da^ 
provifion, and it was impoflible for him to 
retain his pofition. It was propofed to him 
\o reftore an old bridge of boats, which had 
been conftniiSed in the very front of his 
camp; but a corps of two thoufand men 
were already pofted on the heights on the 
oppofite fide of the river, where they had 
raifed a battery of two pieces of cannon. 
Had he undertaken to remount by the 
right bank, to attain the fords which are 
near Fort Edward; h* had ravines to pal* 
and bridges to repair ; befides that thefe de- 
files were already occupied by the militia, 
and the vanguard alone muft have been en- 
gaged with them, whUft he had a whole 
army in his rea*, and on his flanks. He 
had fcarce time to deliberate, the cannon 
(hot began to fliower into the camp j one 

of 
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of which fell in the houfe where the coun- 
ol of war was holding, and obliged them 
to quit it to take tefuge in the woods. 

Let us now wmpare the fituation of Ger 
neral Burgoyne, colleaing his trophies, and 
publifhing his infoloit manifefto at Ticon-. 
deroga, with that in which he now flood, 
when vanquiihed, and furrounded as he 
was by a troop of peafants, not a place wa» 
left him even to difcufs the terms of fup- 
plication. I confefs that when I was con- 
duced to the ipot where the Engllih laid 
down their arms, and to that where they 
filed off before Gates's army, I could not 
but partake of the triumph of the Ameri- 
cans, and at the faine time admire their 
magnanimity ; for the foldiers and officers 
beheld their prefumptuous and fanguinary 
enemies pafs, without offering the fmalleft 
infult, without fuffering an infulting fmile 
or gefture to efcape them. This majeftic 
fdence conveyed a very ftriking refutation 
of the vain declarations of the Engliih Ge- 
neral, and feemed to atteft all the rights of 
our allies to the vidory. Chance alone 
gave rife to an allugon with which General 
Bai|;oyne 
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Burgoyne was very fenfibly affe^ed. It is 
the cuftom in England, and in America, 
on approaching any perfon for the firft time, 
to fay, / am very bapfy 1o fee you: General 
Gates chanced to make ufe of this expret- 
fion in accofting General Burgoyne : / be- 
lies you are, replied the General, thefortum 
of the d^ is entirely yours. General Gates pre- 
tended to give no attention to this anfwcr, 
and conducted Burgoyne to his quarters, 
where he gave him a good dinner, as well 
as to the principal part of the Englifh offi- 
cers.' Every body ate and drank heartily, 
and feemed mutually to forget their misfor- 
tunes, or their fuccefles. 

Before dinner, and at the moment when 
the Americans were ftriving who fliould 
entertain the Englifh officers, fomebody 
came to afk where Madame Reidefeiy the 
wife of the Brunfwick General, was to be 
conduced. Mr. Schuyler, who had fol- 
lowed the army as a volunteer, fince he 
had quitted the command,, ordered her to 
be ftiewn to his tent, where he went foon 
after, and found her trembling and fpeech- 
lefs, expelling to find in every American a 

Voi,. I. Ff favage. 
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iavage, like thofe who had followed the 
Englifli army. , She had with her two 
charming little girls, ahout fix or feven 
years old. General Schuyler carefled*them 
greatly ; the fight of this touched Madame 
de Reidefei and removed her apprehenfion 
in an inftant : Tou arc tender andfenfible, faid 
flie, you muji then be generouSy and I am 
b(^0 to have fallen into your hands. 

In confequence of the capitulation, the 
Englifti army was conduced to Bofton. 
During their march the troops encamped, 
|)ut lodgings were to be procured for the 
Generals, and there being fome difficulty in 
procuring near Albany a proper quarter for 
General Burgoyne and his fuite, Mr. Schuy- 
ler oiFered him his handfome houfe. He 
was himfelf detained by bufinefe at Sara- 
toga, where he remained to vifit the ruins 
of his other houfe, which General Bur- 
goyne had juft deftroyed ; but he wrote to 
bis wife to prepare every thing for ^ving 
him the beft reception, and his intentions 
were perfectly fulfilled. Burgoyne was ex- 
tremely well received by Mrs. Schuyler, and 
her little family ; he was lodged in the beft 
I apartn^nt 



by Google 



NORTH-AMERICA. 435 

apartment in the houfc An excellent (up- 
per was ferved him in the evening, the ho- 
nours of which were done with fo much 
grace, that he was afie^ed even to tears ; 
and could not help faying, with a deep figh, 
Indeed this is doing too much for the man who 
has ravaged their landsy and burnt their a^ 
ium. The next morning, however, he was 
again reminded of hiis difgraces by an ad- 
venture, which would have aj^eared gay 
to any one but him. It was always inno- 
cently that he was afflicted. His bed was 
prepared in a large room ; but as he had a 
numerous fuite, or farmly, feveral mattreC- 
fes were fpread upon the floor for fome of> 
ficers to fleep near him. Mr. Schuyler's 
fecond fon, a little fpoilt child of about 
feven years old, very forward and arch, 
as all the American cluldren are, but very 
amiable, was running all the morning abcwt 
the houfe, according to cuftom, and open- 
ing the door of the faloon, he burft out a 
laughing on feeing all the Engliih coUeded, 
and, fliut it after him, crying, Te an aU 
my prifonerst this ftrofce of nstture was 
Ff a cruel^ 
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.cruel, and rendered them more melancholy 
.than the preceding evening. 

I hope. I fliail be pardoned thefe little 
anecdotes, which only appeared interefling 
to myfelf, perhaps folely from their pro- 
xxeding from the fource, and being acquir- 
£d upon the fpot. Befides, a plain journal 
Qierits fome indulgence^ and when one does 
not write hiftory, it is allowable to write 
Kttle ftories. Henceforth I have only to take 
Jcave of General Schuyler, detained by bu- 
finefs at Saratoga, and to tread back my 
ileps as faft as poffible to Newport. 

In repafTmg near Breams's Height, and 
Stillwater, I had again an opportunity of 
examining the right flank of General Bur- 
goyne*8 camp, of which it feemed to me 
that his plan g^ves a pretty accurate idea. 
I was affured that I might return to Albany 
by the eaftem road, but on arriving at Half 
MooTiy I learnt that the ice was broke in fe- 
veral places, fo that after repoling fome 
time in a handfbme inn, kept by Madam 
People^ a Dutchman's widow, I took the 
road by the Mohawk river, which I pafled 
widiout accident,, and arrived at Albany 
about 
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about fix in the evening. We immediately 
affembled (I fpeak only of the fix French 
travellers) to concert meafures for our re- 
turn. Not a moment was to be loft, for. 
the wind having got to the fouthward, the 
thaw was beginning ; and it might very 
well happen that we fliould be detained a 
confiderable time at Albany : for, when 
you cannot pafs the river on the ice, you 
are fometimes obliged to wait eight or ten 
days before it is navigable, and you can 
pafs the ferry. ■ It was neceffary therefore 
to fet out immediately ; but as we were too 
many to travel together, it was determined 
that the Vicomte de Noailles arid his two 
companions fliould fet off the next morn- 
ing at day-break, and fleep thirty miles, 
from Albany ; and that I fliould fet out at 
noon', and ftay all night at Kinderhook, The 
Vicomte de Noailles had left bis horfes' on 
the other fide of the river, and had already 
fent over his fledge, nothing therefore flood 
iti the way of his departure, the ice being 
certainly thick enough for him to pafs on 
foot. My fituation was very difierent ; I 
had, at Albany, two fledges, which belonged 
Ff 3 to 
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to the State, and were fumifhed me by the. 
Aid-Quarter Mafter General, an excellent 
man, called ^akerhujb. My intention was 
to pay for them ; but he would not allow 
it, afluring me that I had only to deliver 
them to the Quarter-Mailer of Rhode ifland^ 
who would return them by the firft oppor-. 
tunity. This is a very convenient arrange-. 
ment for the military on the continent, and 
for all fuch as are employed in commllSons 
for the public fervice : each State mdn- 
t^na horfes for travelling, nothing more be- 
ing requifite than to deliver them to the 
QuarterrMafter of the place at which you 
leave them.. In the Northern States, there 
are fledges alfo for the fame purpofe. 

As we were deliberating on our journey. 
Colonel Hughes^ Quarter-Mafter of the State 
of New- York, came to call upon us : he 
had juft arrived from an expedition towards 
Fifh-Kill, and tefti6ed great regret at not 
having been at Albany during our ftay. I 
muft repeat here what I have already faid, 
that it is impoffible to imagine a more 
frank, and more noble politencfs, a more 
courteous behaviour, than I experienced 
from 
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froAi the greatefl: part of the Am^lcan of- 
ficers with whom I had any concern, Mr. 
Hughes was fo good as to undertake to coi^ 
dud me to the other fide of the river, and 
promifed to call upon me the next day at 
eleven o'clock. 

I had ti-avelled far enough m the day to 
hope for a quiet fleep, but, at four in the 
. morning, I was awakened by a mufquet fired - 
clofe to my windows : I Hftened, but heard 
not the fmalleft noife, or motion in the 
ftreet, which made me imagine it was fome 
mufquet difcharged of itfelf without cau^ 
ing any accident. I again attempted to go 
to fleep, but a quarter of an hour after a 
freih mufquet or piftol ihot interrupted my 
repofe j this was followed by feveral others ; 
fo that I had no longer any doubt that it 
was fome rejoicing, or feaft, like our village 
chriftenings. The hour indeed ftruck me 
as unufual, but at length a number of voices 
mingled with mufquetry, crying out, new 
year^ reminded me that we were at the firft 
of January, and I concluded that it was 
thus the Americans celebrate that event. 
Though this manner of proclMming it w^ 
Ff 4 not. 
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not, I muft own, very pleafing to me, the^ 
was nothing for it but patience ; but at the 
end of half an hour, I heard a confufed 
noife of upwards of a hundred perfons, 
chiefly children, or young people, aflembled 
under my windows, and I very foon had far- 
ther indication of' their proximity, for they 
fired feveral mufquet ihot, knocked rudely at 
the door, and threw ftones againft my win- 
dows. Cold and indolence ftill kept me 
in bed, but Mr. Lynch got up, and came 
into my chamber to tell me that thefe peo- 
ple certainly meant to do me honour, and 
get fome money from me. I defired him 
to ftep down, and give them two Louis; he 
found them already matters of the houfe, 
and drinking my landlord's rum. In a 
quarter of an hour, they went off to vifit 
other ftreets, and continued their noife till 
day-light. On rifing, I learnt from my 
landlord, that it was the cuftom of the - 
country for the young folks, the fervants, 
and even the negroes, to go from tavern to 
tavern, and to other houfes, to wifh a good 
new year, and afk for drink, fo that there 
was no particular compliment to me in this 
afiair. 
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. affair, atid I found that, after the example df 
the Roman Emperors, I had made a lai^fs 
tb the people. In the morning, when I 
went out to take leave of General CHnton, 
I met nothing but drunken people in the 
ftreets, but what aftonilhed me the -moft 
was to fee them not only walk, but- run 
upon the ice without falling, or making a 
falfe ftep, whilft it was with the utmoft <Kf- 
ficulty I kept- upon my legs. 

As foon as my fledges were ready, I took 
one of them to go and bid adieu to Mrs. 
Schuyler, and her family, whence I re- 
turned to Colonel Hughes, who was wait- 
ing for me at. the entrance of the town. 
He had learnt, fince he left us, that the 
Baron de Montefquieu was grandfon of. the 
author of the Spirit of Laws. ■ Rejoiced at 
this difcovery, he defired me to iittroduce 
him a fecond time to the gentleman who 
bore fo refpediable . a name ; and a few- mi- 
nutes after, as I was exprefling my fehfibi- 
Uty for the fervices he had done us, and my 
regret at the fame time at not having it ia 
my power to repay them, he faid to me with . 
fl feiitiment truly ami^le, " Well then I 
« fince 
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** iince you wiih to do fomethiag for me^ 
** try to procure a French copy trf the Sjm- 
*' rit of Laws. I do not fpeak your lan- 
" guage, but I underftand your books, and 
" Ihall be happy to read that in the origi- 
** not." I propofed to fend him a copy, and 
have been fo lucky as to be able to fulfil 
my promlfe on my return to Newport. Af- 
ter this conTerfation he took me to the river- 
fide, at the place he thought the ^eft ; but, 
as I was about to venture myfelf, the 6rft 
objeft 1 beheld was a fledge,' the horfes of 
which were fmklng under the ice, at twen- 
ty paces from me. Judge of my conftema- 
tion ; I muft tread back my fteps, and re- 
main perhaps a week at^ Albany till the 
thaw was complete, and the river free from 
floatii^ ice. Colonel Hughes bid me to 
return to my inn, and remain there quietly, 
until he fent a man and horfe along the 
river to inquire for a place to pafs over. 
Three fledges, however, with rum for the 
&3Xs ftorehoufes appeared on the other fide* 
and feuned determined to rifk the pailage, 
but he ient a man on foot to flop them, af- 
to- which ,1 left him forrowfully enough. 
About 
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About one o'clock, as I was reading by 
vaj firefide, Mr Hughes's Secretary entered, 
and told me ttut the fledges he had fent to 
ilop, had perfifted in pafiing^ and Gicceede^ 
by avoiding the hole made by the horfes I 
had feen iinking, and which' were extricated: 
with great diificulty. As the thaw conti* 
nued, I had not a moment to lore, the 
hoifes were inftantly put to, and I fet out, 
under the aufpices of Colonel Hughes, wha 
was waiting for me at the river-fide. As> 
foon as I got (Wer, I parted from him ; but 
had ftiU half a mile to go upon the ice, be- 
fmre I could get to a landing place which, 
led me to the high road ; all danger was. 
now over, and I reached Kinderhook with 
eafe towards fix o'clock. 

I fet out the next morning at nine, and' 
after paiTing the bridge of Kinderhook, left 
the Clavarack road on the right, to follow 
that of NobUtown. I flopped in this town- 
ftiip, and alighted at MakingJiorCs Taverny 
a fmall neat inn, in which two travellers 
tnay be conveniently lodged. Having an 
opportunity of converfmg with the coufin 
pnd neighbour of Mr. Makingfton, of the; 
fame 
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iame name ^th himfetf ; he told me he had 
been a Major in the American army, and 
recdved a ball through hU thigh in Canada. 
He f^d that his nerves, irritated . with . the 
woimd, became contrafled, and he halted 
for upwards of a year ; but that at the afiair- 
of Prince-Town, after travelling eighteen 
miles on foot, he happening to leap over a 
fence, . by this effort the contradled nerves 
broke or rather lengthened themfelves, fo 
that he has never fince been lame. 

As foon as my horfes had refted a little, 
I ; continued my joiirney, and travelling 
amongft woods and mountains, it was night 
before I got to Sheffield. I traverfed tlus 
whole town, which is about two miles 
long, before Igot to Mr. Dewf&mn. Sheffield 
is a very pretty place, there are a good many 
well-built houfes, and the high road that 
feparates them is upwards of a hundred 
paces wide. My inn gave me pleafure the 
moment I entered it ; the mafter and mit 
trefs of the houfe appeared polite and well 
educated ; but I admired above all a girl of' 
twelve years old, . who had all the beauty of, 
her age, and whom Greuze woiild have been 
happy 
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happy to have taken for a model, when he 
painted his charming pi^ure of the young 
girl crying for the lofs of her canary bird. 
When I was fliewn into my chamber, I 
amufed myfelf in looking at fome books 
fcattered on the tables. The firft I opened 
was the Abridgment of Newton's Philofo- 
phy: this difcovery induced me to put 
fome queftions to my landlord on phyfics, 
and geometry, with which I found him 
well acquainted, and that he was befides 
very modeft, arid very good company. He 
is zfurveyor^ a very a£Hve eriiployment in 
a country where ther^ is perpetually land to 
meafure, and boundaries to fix. 

The 3d in the morning, I was forry to 
find that the weather, which had been 
hitherto uncertain, was ended in a thaw. I 
had to traverfe the green woods^ a rugged, 
difficult, and ddert country. The fnow 
remaning on the ground, and giving me ftill 
hopes of being able to continue my route 
in a fledge, I kept mine, and proceeded tole- 
rably weU as far as Canaan^ a fmall town 
fituated on the left bank of the Houfatonicky 
feven miles from Sheffield Mesting-boufe ; 
there 
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there I ' turned to the left, and began to 
climb the mountains ; unfortunittely the 
ihow failed me where it was the moft ne- 
ce0aryf and I was obliged to walk almofi al- 
ways on foot to relieve my hories, which 
were fometimes labouring to drag the fledge 
out of the mud, and at others to pull it 
over ftoncs two or three feet hig^. Tlus 
road Is, in fad, fo rough, that it is hardly 
' pebble to make ufe of fledges, unlels tliere 
be a foot and a half of fnow upon the 
j^xnind. It was with the utmoft difficulty 
therefore I travelled fifteen miles to a 
"^retched inn dependent on Norfolk. On 
leaving this inn, I got into the green woods.- 
This foreft is part of the fame chain of 
mountains I had paflTed in going to Fifli- 
Kill by the Litchfield road ; but here the 
trees are fuperb ; they are firs, but fo ftrong, 
fo ftrmght and lofty, that I doubt whether 
there are any like them in all North Ame- 
rica. X regret that Sahator Rofay or Gaf- 
Pard Pou^y never faw the majeftic and 
ttvAy.gramlio/h pidure a deep valley here af- 
fords, through which runs the fmall river 
«^ed the Naragomad, This valley tcp- 
epars 
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pears ftUl more narrow from the immenfe 
firs that fhade it ; fome of which, rifing ia 
an oblique direftion, feem to unite their tops 
purpofely to intercept the rays of the fun. 
When you have paffed this river, you mount 
for four or five miles, and then defcend as 
much ; continually bounding from one large 
ftone to another which crofs the road, and 
give it the refemblance isf flairs. Here one 
c^ my fledges broke, and night approach- 
ing, I was at a Ibfs how to repair it, imagin- 
ing myfelf in an uninhabitable defert ; I 
tried to get it forward broken as it was, but 
defpaired of fucceeding, when two hundred 
fleps furth^ on, I found a fmall houfe, and 
oppofite to it a forge, where the fire was 
lighted, and the blackfmith at work. A 
pilot who difcovers land in unknown feas, 
is not more happy than I was at this fig^t. 
I politely requefted the honeft man to leave 
his work and repair my fledge, which he 
agreed to, and I continued to follow that 
in good condition on foot, defp^iriug of 
ever feeing the other, which arrived how- 
ever an hour after me. Such are the re- 
fources travellers meet with in America, and 
fuch 
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fuch the excellent police * of this country, 
that no road is deftitute of what is neceffary 
for their wants. 

. This day was deftined to be ful! of con- 
trarieties. It was fevea in the evening 
wiien 

*The word police is certaitdy inapplicable in this 
caie> although the faA be, as the Marquis ftates it. 
The refpet^ve governments of America never 
dreamt of compcllihg perfons to keep public hotifes, 
or blaclcfffiith's, and wheelwright's fliops, nor could 
fiich a regulation be enforced without infinite diffi- 
culty, even in eftablifhed and arbitrary governments. 
A moment's refiedion, but above all, a knowledge of 
the conftitutions, ^nd the nature of the country, may 
convince any perTon that this aflertion, which is re- 
peated in diis work, can only bo the refult of mtfin- 
fbrmation, or mifapprehenlion. I have (kid that the 
exiftence of thefe refources is a fa£^ having experi- 
enced their utility and frequency in all parts of th« 
country, but this arifcs from the neccflity of fuch occu- 
pations, in the innumerable new fettlements which are 
fpread over great part of the continent, wherein every 
lettler is obliged, more or lefs, to be a handicraitfman, 
and where they are all compelled mutually to adminifter 
to each other's wants. In them too, the publican^ 
who is lb far from being precluded from odier pur- 
fuits, that he firequently becomes the firft fanner, the 
firft magiftrate, the lirlt military officer of thediftrifli 
is a tteceflary appendage. Translato'r. 
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when I arrived at New Hartford, where I 
expei3:ed to find a good inn, called Gilbert's 
' houfe. Three American officers, who, having 
rode on horfeback, had very ealUy paffed me, 
were fo polite as to go further on, in order to 
leave me the whole houfe ; but I was told, 
and it was evident on entering, that it was 
impoffible I could be accommodated. The 
mafons were repairing it, and at work every 
where : fo that I had now no other hope 
but at the inn of a Mr. Cafe, two miles 
further, beyond Farmington-river ; but 
learning that the American officers were 
there, I inquired whether I could not be 
lodged elfewhere, and was recommended to 
an old woman, called Mrs. Wallen, who 
formerly kept an inn, and I was flattered 
with hopes of her receiving me. I conti- 
nued therefore to follow my fledge on foot, 
and having, with difficulty, reached this 
houfe, I implored Mrsi Wallen's hofpitality, 
who confented, bijt merely to oblige me. 
I remsdned here fpme time, but finding it 
a very poor houfe, and the apartments 
wretched, I fent one of my people to Cafe's, 
to try if he could find me fome comer to 
Vol. I. G g lodge 
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lodge in. They contrived "to let rae have 
one, and 1 went thither on foot, leaving 
my horfes at the other houfe. I was lucky 
enough to find a good bed, and a fupp^, 
fuch as it was, but which appeared to me 
excellent, lefs becaufe I had a good appetite, 
than from being waited on by a tall woman 
of five-and-'twenty,handfome, ahd of a noble 
appearance. I inquired of my landlady if 
flie was her daughter, but Jhe, a good, fat 
woman, very induftrious and talkative, and 
who had taken me into favour for giving 
ready anfwers to the queftiona fhe had put, 
told me ihe had never had any children, 
although ihe then had one in her arms, 
which fhe was dandling and carefling. To 
whom does that belong then ? faid I. To 
the tall woman you fee, replied fhe — And 
who is her hufband ? — She has none — She 
is a widow then ? — ^No, Ihe was never mar- 
ried, h is an unlucky aflfair, too long to 
tell you : the poor girl was in want, I took* 
her to live with me and provide for the 
niother and child* Is it advancing a pa- 
radox to fay, that fuch conduiS proves, more 
than 
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■than any thing, the pure and . refpe^table j 
Biannsra. of the Americans ?"* With them 
vice is fo ftrange, and fo rare, that the dan- 
ger of example has almoft no effe£t ; fo that 
a fault of this nature is regarded only as an 
accidental error, of which the individual, 
attacked with it, muft be cured, without 
taking any m^afures to efcape the contagion* 
I mull add too, that the acquifition of a ci- 
tizen in this country is fo precious, that a 
girl, by bringing up her child, feems to ex- 
piate the weaknefs which brought it into ex- 
iftence. Thus morality, which can never dif- 
fer from the real intereft of fociety, appears 
.fometimes to be local and modified by times 
and circumftances. When an infant with- 
out an afylum, and without, property, fliall 
become a burthen to tfc^ ftate, a being de- 
voted to misfortune, owing its prefervation 
■to pity alone, and not to the public utility, 

■ we ftiall then fee the- mother humbled, nay 
perhaps puniftied, and this feverity will then 
be vindicated here, as well as elfewhere, by 
all thofe auftere dogmas which at prefent 

■ are neglected or forgotten.* 

G g 2 I pro- 

* It is to be hoped that it will be long, very long 

ere the barbarous prejudices and puniflunents of po- 
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I propofed making a ihort journey the 
next day to Hartford, fifteen miles only from 
the place I flept at, but it feeming to me 
impoffible to perform it except on horfe- 
Ijack, I left the two State fledges with Mr. 
Cafe, taking a receipt from him, which I 
afterwards deUvered to Mr. Wadfworth, 
At firft I was not fatisfied with the exchange, 
as I travelled fome time on heights covered 
with fnow, well calculated for the fledge, 
but 

lifhcd Europe ihall be introduced into this happy 
country. At prefent, the i^tural commerce between 
the fexes univerfally takes place, to the exclufion of 
exotic vices, and without involving the weak and un- 
prote^ed female in all the horrors of fliame, mifery, 
and child-murder. Here libeitinifm Is by no means 
the confequence of an accidental frailty, nor is the 
mother, who, in following the ftrong impulfe of Na- 
ture, has given a member to fociety, thrown an 
out'Cafl upon the world, loft to herfelf, and com- 
pelled to become vicious. The error of paffion, 
though condemned, is venia], and (he is neither 
driven to defpair by cruelty, nor excluded from the 
fwect profpeifl of giving birth to fiiture offspring. 
Under the (andion of every legitimate and facr^d 
title. Nothing is more common in this country, 
than fuch flips in the firft violence of an early pu- 
berty, nor lefs frequent than a repetition of the fame 
wealcnefs. " Translator. 
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but on defcending. towards Farmington ri- 
ver, I found the thaw complete, and mud 
inftead of fnow. The woods I had juft 
paffed through, were very different from 
the Greenwoods ; they were full of fmall firs^ 
whofe verdant hue pleafed the eye, and the 
road was by accident fo prettily lad out, 
that it is impofftble to inug^ne a better mo- 
del for waljca in the Englifli ftyle. 

When I had paffed Farmington river, I 
mounted a pretty long and fteep hill, on 
which I obferved, from time to time, objeda 
interefting to the lovers of natural hiftory. 
You fee, amongft other things,large maffes of 
rocks, or rather vaft blocks of ftone, which 
have no fort : of correfpondence with the 
reft of the mountain, and appear as if they 
had been launched there by fome volcano, 
I remarked one more Angular than the reft, 
and flopped to meafure it : it is a fort of 
focle^ or long fquare, thirty feet long by 
twenty high, and as many wide, not unlike 
the pedeftal of the ftatue of Peter the Great 
one fees at Peterftjurgh. On the eaft fide, it 
is fplit from top to bottom, the crack is about 
a foot and a half wide at the top, but much 
G g 3 . lefa 
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lefs at bottom. Some flinibs vegetate in 
the little earth there is, and on the very 
fumrait of the rock grows a fmall tree, but 
I could not tell of what fpecies. Tlie 
ftone is hard, of the nature of quartz, and 
15 no wife volcanized. 

I got to Hartford about three, and being 
informed that Mr. Wadfworth 'was abfent, 
I was afraid of incommoding his wife and 
filler by going to lodge there, and went to 
a very good inn kept by Mr. Bull, who is 
accufed of being rather on the other JUe of 
the queftion ; a polite method of defignating 
a tory. I only made a tranfient vifit there- 
fore to Mrs. Wadfworth, to invite myfelf 
to breafcfaft the next morning. The 5th 
I did not fet out till eleven, although I had 
thirty miles journey to Lebanon. At the 
jpafTage of" the Ferry, I met with a detach- 
ment of the Rhode Ifland regiment, the 
fame corps we had with us all the laft fum- 
mer, but they have fince been re(^ited and 
clothed. The greateft part of them are 
negroes or mulattoes ; but they are ftrong, 
robull men, and thofe I have feen had a 
very good appearance. We had." fine wea- 
I ther 
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ther alt day, and got to Lebanon at funfet. 
Not tl)at I got to Leharum Meeting'boufe, 
. where the Duke de Lauzun -was quartered 
with his Huflars, that was fix miles farther 
itill travelRng in Lebanon. Who would 
not think after this, that I am fpeaking of 
an immenfe city ? and in fa£t, this is one of 
the moft confiderable towns in thie country, 
for it confifts of at leaft one hundred houfes ; 
but it is unneceffary to add, that they are 
much fcattered, and diftant from each other 
frequently more than four or five hundred 
paces. 

It will be eafily imagined that I was not 
forry to find liiyfelf in the French army, of 
which thefe Huflars formed the advanced 
guard, although their quarters be feventy- 
five miles from Newport ; but there are no 
circumftances in which I fhould not be hap- 
py with M. de Lauzun. For two months 
I had been t-alking, and Hftening, vrith him I 
converfed ; for it muft be allowed that con- 
■verfation is ftill the peculiar forte of the 
amiable French; a precious appendage for 
our nation, which it negleCts poffibly too 
much, and may one day chance to forfeit. 
G g 4 It 
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It is told of an EngliJhman accuftomed to 
be iilent, that he iaid, talking fpoils conver- 
fation. This whimfical expreflion contains 
great fenfe : every body can talk, but no^ 
body knows how to lillen ; infomuch that 
the fociety of Parb> fuch as I left it, re- 
fembles the chorus of an opera, w^ch z, 
few corypbies alone have a right to interrupt ; 
each theatre has its particular coryphxus ; 
each theatre has its chorus too, which 
chime in, and its pit which applaud without 
knowing why. Tranfplant the ad:ors, or 
change the theatre, the effeft of the piece is 
loft. Fortun^e for the fpediators, when 
the ftock is abundant, and they are not fa- 
tiated with a repetition of the fame produc- 
tion. 

. But I am got very far from America, 
where I muft return however, if it be only 
p hunt a few fquirrels. The Duke de Lau- 
^un entertained me with this diverfion, which 
is much in falhion in this country. Thefe 
animals are large, and have a more beauti- 
ful fur than thofe in Europe; like ours, they 
are very adroit in flipping from tree to tree, 
and in clinging fo clofely to the branches as 
to become almoft invifible. You frequently 
wound ■ 
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wound them, witKbut their falUng; but 
that is a iligfat inconTenience, for you 
have only to call or fend for fomebody, 
who applies the hatchet to the tree, and pre- 
fently knocks it down. As fquirrels are not 
rare, you will conclude then, and very juft- 
ly, that trees are very common,* On re- 
turning from the chace, I dined at the Duke 
de LaozunX with Governor ^urniu/I and 
General Huntingdon. The former lives at 
Lebanon, and the other had come &om 
Norwich. I have already painted Governor 
Tumbull, 

• There are alfo a great number oS Jiying fquirreh 
in Conne£Kcat. They are fmaller than the others, 
which they greatly refemble in dieir form and flan. 
Every body knows that they are called flying fquirrelt 
from the facility with which they ftipport dinnlelves 
along time in the air, by means of a long membrane^ 
or Ikin, attached to the lower part of their feet : when 
they arc in a^ion this is folded up under their bellies ; 
but when they want to leap from one tree to another, 
they rpread their feet, and this fkin forms a kind of f<ul 
which fupports them in the air, and alBfts them even in 
tlieir motion. There is alfo throughout North America 
anodier fort of fquirrels, called land fquirrels^ becaufe 
they do not climb the trees, but burrow in the earth 
like rabbits. Their hair is dorter, and of a deer co- 
lour, ftripcd with black. Thefe animals arc very pretty, 
and not wild. 
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Tumbull^ at prefent you have only to re- 
prcfent to yourfdf this little old man, in 
the antique drcfs of the firft fettlers in this 
colony, approaching a table furrounded by 
twenty Huffar officers, and without dther 
difconcerting himfelf, or lofing aily thing of 
his formal fUfihefs, pronouncing, in a loud 
voice, a long prayer in the form of a benedu- 
cite. Let it not be imagined that he 
excitesthe laughter of his auditors; they 
are too well trained ; you muft, on the ccm- 
trary, figure to yourfelf twenty artifns iffu- 
- ing at once from the midft of forty muC- 
taches,* and you will have fome idea of 
this Uttle fcene. But M. de Lauztm is the- 
man to relate, hoTV -this good, methodical 
Governor, didaCtic in all his a^ons, inva- 
riably fays, that he will conjider ; that he 
muft refer to his council ; how of little af- 
fairs he makes great ones, and how happy 
a mortal he is When he has any to tranfa^. 
Thus, in the two hemifpheres, Park alone 
ex^eptedy ridicule muft not imply inaptitude 



* The Huflars of Lauzun's legion, and the Duke 
tumfelt' wore muftaches in America. Translator. 
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to govern ; fince it is by the charaSer nieh 
govern, and by the chara£ter men make 
^emiclves ridiculous. 
- I propofed leaving Lebanon the yth at 
ten o'clock, but the weather was fo bad 
that I {laid till pall one, expeding it to 
elear up ; I was obliged, however, to fct out 
at laft in a melting fnow,' the moft conti- 
nued, and the coldeft I ever experienced. 
The bad weather urged me on fo faft, that 
I arrived at Voluntown about five o'clock. 
If the reader recoUei^s what I have fiud at 
the beginning of my journal of Mr. Dor- 
rance's hoxife, he will not be furprifed at 
my returning to it with pleafure, Mlfs 
Pearce however was no longer there, but 
flie was replaced by the youngeft- Mifs Dor- 
rance, a charming pretty girl, although not 
fo regular a beauty as her friend. She has, 
like her, modefty, candour, and beauty in all 
her features ; and has, befides, a ferenity mix- 
ed with gaiety, which render her as amiable 
as the other is interefting. Her eldeft fitter 
had laid in fince I was laft at Voluntown j 
flie was in a great chair, near the fire, around 
which her family were feated. Her noble 
and 
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and commanding countenance feemed more 
changed by misfortune than by fuffering ; 
yet every body about her was employed in 
confoling a'nd taking care of Her ; her mo- 
ther, feated by her, held in her arms the in- 
£mt, finiling at it, and carefling it; but as 
for her, her eyes were forrowfully fixed up- 
on the little innocent, eying it with intereft, 
but without pleafure, as if £he were faying 
to it, mifero paragoletta il tuo defiin^ non fai.* 
Never did a more intere'fting or more moral 
pi^ure exercife the pencil of a Greuze, or 
the pen of a tender poet. May that man 
be baniihed from the bofom of fociety who 
could be fo barbarous as to leave this ami- 
able g^rl a prey to a misfortune which it ^s 
in his power to repair j and may every bene- 
di^ion which heaven can bellow be fliow- 
ered on the being, generous andjuft enough 
to give her more legitimate titles to the hal- 
lowed names of wife and mother, and thua 
reftore her to all that happinefs, which Na- 
ture had defigned her.f 

My 

• Unhappy child ! thou knoweft not Ac lot that 
is referved for thee. Metaftafio. Detnopbeen. 

t Set what is faid on this fubjeia, in a note at the 
eommencement of this Journal. ' 
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My journey henceforward affords nothing 
worthy of the fmalleft attention. I flept 
next day at Providence, and arrived the 9th 
at Newport ; fatisfied with having feen 
many interefting things, without meeting 
with any accident; hut with a forrowful 
refleftion that the place I arrived at, after 
travelling fo far, was ftill fifteen hundred 
leagues from that where I had left my 
friends ; where 1 fhall enjoy the little know- 
ledge I have acquired, by fliaring it with 
them ; where I fhall again be happy, if 
there ftill be any happinefs in ftore for me ; 
the only place, in ftiort, dove da longhi errori 
J^ero di repofar.* 

* I wilh to recompenfe thofe who (ball hav^ the 
patience to complete the perufal of this Journal, by 
laying before them the charming paflage of Mttajiajk 
from whence thefe words are borrowed. 

L'Onda dal mar divifa 
Eegna la valla e iJ monte, 
Va paflagicre in fiume 
Va prigioniera in fonte ; 
Mormora fempre e gedie 
Fin che non torna al mar. 
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